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COMING EVENTS FOR JULY 

1 July (Wed) Running Session    7PM – 9PM   Presentation 7.30pm Topic TBA 

2 July (Thur) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

7 July (Tue) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

9 July (Thur) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

11 July (Sat) Running Session    9AM – 12MD       Junior’s welcome 

14 July (Tue) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

15 July (Wed) Running Session    7PM – 9PM    

16 July (Thur) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

21 July (Tue) Running Session    9AM – 12MD     Committee Meeting 

22 July (Wed) Xmas in July Lunch 

23 July (Thur) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

28 July (Tue) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

30 July (Thur) Running Session    9AM – 12MD 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.



 

                                       

   

    

    

On a wet Tuesday 26th May, Sam was concentrating on the repair of his small diesel yard 

shunter (Left photo), whilst (right) Rob was load-testing his sound-equipped Auscision 

45Class mainline diesel loco. 

Upcoming events to note: 

• The Club IS NOT exhibiting at the July Hall Markets. Our next Hall Markets 

showing will be on Sunday 2nd AUGUST. 

 

• Our A.G.M. takes place in August. Nominations invited for all positions and 

especially for that of our EXPO Co-Ordinator. 

 

• Whilst we are unable to take a layout to it, members may be interested in visiting 

and supporting the North Shore Railway Modelers Exhibition on 25-26 July 

2026.  

 

• The club will be attending the Goulburn Model Railway Expo (with McEvoy 

Junction) on 29-30 August 2026. Members interested in attending and helping 

to exhibit our layout should start planning for ½ day/ full day/ or 2-day 

attendance. Talk to the Secretary if you are thinking of an overnight stay on the 

Saturday (29th August.) 

 



 

In the hope that the Railway Dept. will grant the application to start a logging industry, Michael 

has arranged a trial shipment of logs to the proposed site of the new industry. 26.05.26

 

Yes, there is more to do at this site on the N. side of the Roundhouse – but we are THINKING about what 

to do. Tuesday morning, 2.06.2026 

        

Baldwin Park gets a new WiFi Connection 

Hi all 

I wanted to convey to you the changes I have in how mobile devices connect to Baldwin Park, 

used for train control, and why (for those who are interested in the more technical). Firstly, for 

the non-technically inclined, the new wireless details are: 

• User details etc – members obtain in the Clubroom 

An overview of the technical issue overcome 

This is a picture of what was originally setup. Mobile devices (Mostly phones) wirelessly 

connect to a wireless interface (WFD-31 is the model number specifically) which connects 

directly to the NCE 

command station.  

The problem with this 

setup is that the 

wireless interface only 

allows 4 mobile devices 

to connect at a time. 

The first 4 devices 

previously connected that walk in the door connect and shut out everyone else. 



 

To overcome this, I’ve added a wireless router to connection, creating the new circuit pictured 

below. The wireless router allows 32 connections, and the wireless interface now only uses 

one connection, the 

one to the wireless 

router.  

So, in theory, we can 

now operate 31 

mobile devices (+1 for 

the wireless 

interface), through the 

wireless interface, and off the NCE command station.  However, in the last couple of weeks I 

haven’t been able to gather enough people to fully test that. More than 4 would prove the 

point.  

If I don’t get enough by the time this bulletin comes out, then maybe I’ll organise a formal test. 

If you have any questions, feel free to ask. 

Michael Hawkes 

 

 

Birmingham Southern Model Railroad 

Changes made in the last couple of years 

PART 2 

 

2026 

 

After I finished the power plant, and while I was still in a building mood, I wanted to add one 

more structure to the layout. I had always wanted a limestone quarry/processing plant on the 

layout. This is an essential raw material for the steel industry and is very abundant in my area. 

Although the steel industry here is pretty much dead, the limestone facilities are still in 

operation providing material for other steel plants and numerous other industries, including 

cement, agriculture, chemical, etc. 

As promised in the June 2026 Club BULLETIN, we present Craig Gardner’s final 

section of the Birmingham Southern’s story which commenced in the previous 

issue. Craig is a corresponding member of CMRCI, and we hope that the story 

of his evolving layout will provide inspiration for our modelers.                     



The problem is I didn’t have any more room for another large facility. I first thought was to 

replace my surface coal mine, but it is the source for coal going to the coke plant tracks at the 

steel mill. This led to the crazy idea of adding another lower-level shelf. The only place I could 

do this was under the short wall section of track going to Birmingport.  

 

Here is a pic of that area and the baseboard I installed to get started. 

The major issue with building this was being able to tie into the existing track. The only way to 

do this was to add a turnout in the helix to the right in that picture. At my age and size this was 

quite a challenge, but I managed to get it done 

Here is picture of where the track connects to the helix. I had to work from inside of it.  My 

entire body hurt for about a week after that.           

 



The rest of the track work was pretty easy. 

 

Next came the structures. I used as my inspiration a real limestone facility owned by Lhoist 

North America that is about 20 miles from house. As it turns out, Lhoist was the source of 

limestone for U S Steel in Birmingham before they closed their last blast furnace in 2015. 

 

 

Here is a Google image of part of that plant. 

 

I wanted to try and replicate one of the conveyors from the limestone pit (off screen to the top), 
one of the rotary kilns and a loader building for the covered hoppers. 

 

 

 



Here is a partial mockup of what I was going for: 

 

I did some measuring, a lot of swearing, and if my stomach could handle it, I would have had 

a few drinks (Peter A. brought me a bottle of Bundaberg on his last visit and I still have most 

of it). 

Here is how it turned out. Still need a few details and a decent backdrop, but it’ll do 

for now. 

 



 

And one last night picture. 

 

I’m going to take a break from building things now and just enjoy running trains. 

I have an operating session coming up in a couple of weeks and am really looking forward to it. 

The only thing I'm working on now is a backdrop for the new limestone plant. I'm trying 
to make one out of plaster and carving what I hope will look like the edge of a distant 
limestone quarry. The backdrop will be 4 ft long and about 2" high. I'll send some photos 
of it when it is finished - probably in about a week or so.  

I need to get this, and a few other things, finished in time for an open house I am having 
just before, and after, the upcoming National Model Railroad Association Annual 
Convention. The convention this year is being held in Chattanooga, Tennessee, which is 

A FEW DAYS AGO, the acting editor received some follow-up information from 

Craig. See below. . . 



about a 2 1/2-hour drive from my house. The convention lasts for a week (July 27 - Aug 
2), and the NMRA always has layout tours in the convention area. There are about 25 of 
those. They also asked owners outside the convention area to have open houses for 
people traveling to and from the convention. There are about 30 layouts that will be 
open for travellers.  

Below is a map showing the areas where all the layouts will be. Note that 

Birmingham, Alabama, is at bottom centre and the Convention site in Tennessee is 

above that location and to the right. 

 

Here are the links to all the layouts that will be open. 

https://www.nmra2026.org/layout-tours-local/ 

https://www.nmra2026.org/layout-tours-non-local/ 

John Stewart's (layout) and mine are the only ones in Birmingham. I don't know if we will 
get many guests, but I am looking forward to it. 

I wish there was a modeler around here that could do a good job of painting a backdrop, 
but I don't know of one. I also tried to find a pre-printed backdrop online that looked like 
a quarry, but none really suited what I wanted. Besides, all that are the size I need are 
very expensive. I probably have less than $10 tied up in what I'm making from plaster 
and a few old pictures of trees. 

https://www.nmra2026.org/layout-tours-local/
https://www.nmra2026.org/layout-tours-non-local/


 

 

 

Here is a test piece I made of what I want the backdrop to look like: 

 

This is just 6" long. The final one will be 4 ft long.          

CRAIG REMINDS US THAT. .  .  . 

“There are more updated pictures on my web page, if anyone is interested. 

https://www.bsmrr.com/ 

Craig” 

 

 

https://www.bsmrr.com/


 

An older photo showing Craig (faded orange shirt), John Stewart on the left, and     

Peter A and Dan C (the latter two being known to CMRCI modelers). 

 

    



 

 

 

 

Our Acting Editor posed some questions to our Chief Electrical designer and 

constructor, Terry S.  This is what he found out about the powering of Baldwin Park II. 

As shown in previous Club Bulletins, the new layout (Baldwin Park II) looks from above like a 

capital letter “E” on its side, with the “spine” against the room wall with windows and the 3 

arms sticking out into the room. A previous diagram shows it like this: 

 



The main part of the layout operates DCC, but for those whose locos are not yet fitted with 

DCC decoders, there is a DC track running left to right under the Clubroom windows – the 

“spine” to the top of the diagram. 

Controllers for the DC layout are fitted at the top (window end) of the aisle between Districts 1 

and 2. 

 

The power box for the DCC tracks is located under the covering of the tracks at the window 

end of the aisle between Districts 2 and 3.  

An excellent feature of the wiring design allows other Districts to continue running trains if a 

short circuit affects one District.  The District in which a short circuit or other electrical fault 

occurs is shown by a red light displaying on the main electrical control box.  

The aim of all operators is to keep those control box lights all green! 

A modification was made from the original design to provide a dedicated programming track 

at the window end of District 1, on Board 1. There is a switch that will isolate this track 

electrically from other tracks on District 1. However, a clever bit of electrics allows the now 

programmed loco to be driven off the program track and onto the other DCC tracks. This all 

allows programming of decoders to take place right beside the computer (off the top Left of 

the plan), without any other locos being affected.  

There are, at present, five (5) locations where Club members can operate tethered NCE 

controllers (throttles) around the layout. If more are needed, wireless controllers can be used. 

Members can also operate trains using an ap. on their smartphone. 

Wiring for DCC operations involved the laying of two (2) BUS wires, off which colour coded.  

Red & Black is the Track Bus, Blue & White is the Accessory Bus, Grey & Purple is the +3Volts 

Bus, Pink & Purple is the +5Volts Bus & Brown & Purple is the +12Volts droppers feed power 

to track via the Track Bus and points are fed from the Accessory Bus. Only the Track Bus is 

fed separately to each District. The rest are common across all districts. 

 

     An April 2023 BULLETIN photo showing Terry working on the wiring. 



Once track laying had been completed on each board, that board could be turned over and 

wiring installed. This was a much easier and less tiring method to use. It certainly beats having 

to get under the layout and work in cramped conditions! 

 

From the March 2024 BULLETIN.  Terry working on the wiring under the layout. Phil Helping. 

 

Terry designed a colour code for the wiring, and his wiring “looms” made electrical work simpler 

and neater. 

Track points (turnouts) are motorised, using Macro commands on the handsets, and the 

motors were installed on the under-side of the boards whilst they were inverted. 

 

Sept. 2024 BULLETIN –Macro numbers being assigned to points on District 2 yard near the 

Roundhouse (out of sight at upper right). 



 

The main power control box which provides Both DC & DCC is located under the bench. The 

double DC track is on the 3-D printed viaduct. 

 

The control box for the Roundhouse tracks, approach tracks and the adjacent rail yard was 

designed by Terry and is located “out of the way” until required in a neatly designed and 

constructed drawer under the bench. To access it, a “push” on the drawer facia causes the 

spring-loaded box to come out from under the bench. When finished, the operator simply 

pushes it back under the bench until it sits firmly in place. 

 

Control box for the Roundhouse tracks and the adjacent rail yard on District 2 



 

   

 

 

 

John Wishart’s superb scratch-built styrene wagons. Seen running at the 

Clubroom on Tuesday morning, 2nd June 2026 

Text by John, Photos by Ron 

These models, all of NSWGR wagons built soon after WW2 and which were still all in service 

in 1982, are of considerable age (at least 20-30 years) which is pleasing as there is no sign of 

warping.   The reason I scratch built these wagons was that at the time, 1980 -1990s there 

were no kits or ready to run i.e. commercially available (R-T-R) versions of them available and 

besides I quite enjoyed scratch building.    

 

Many members have worked countless 

hours bringing the vision of the new 

“Baldwin Park II” to reality. 

However, in this story, we have focused on 

the design work and technical ingenuity of 

Terry, who has used his work skills and 

experience to great effect to help produce a 

layout that is electrically well designed, safe, 

and relatively straight-forward to operate. 

Thanks, Terry, from all of us!  

John is an accomplished modeler and a long-term member of Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

He scratch-built railway models, often of NSW Railways prototype, at a time when ready-to-run 

models were not available. He has written about and demonstrated his methods of model 

construction to the benefit of members. I can well remember John demonstrating how he built NSW 

Railways tank cars from styrene at a time when models, and kits to build them, were still a far-off 

dream. His contribution to this BULLETIN article is most welcome. Ron, (Assistant Ed.) 



My preferred medium for scratch building is plastic styrene sheet with Evergreen being the 

most available supplier (Toys R us, Barrier Street, Fyshwick has a good supply).   Most plastic 

glues will work with styrene.   Plans for wagons can generally be found in magazines or books 

and now of course probably the internet.   Looking at as many relevant photographs cannot 

be overdone to get a feeling for a particular vehicle.    Of course, given these particular vehicles 

are of fairly simple design and with mostly straight edges, CAD and 3D printing would now be 

the modern equivalent of scratch building. 

 

In respect of these models, as I have been modelling VR for the last 15 years, I cannot advise 

if there are now R-T-R versions available for them these days, but if the old modelling adage 

of ‘need an unavailable vehicle so scratch build the vehicle but then the kit will come out, so 

build the kit and then the R-T-R version will be produced’ means it is probable there are now 

R-T-R versions. 

 

The first wagon, shown below, is an LLW, 45’ depressed well wagon.   It is carrying a 

relic of a previous life as an aircraft modeller, which is an A4 Skyraider engine and 

which is outrageously out of scale at 1/48. 

 

The wagon below is a WW 56’ well wagon which in its day was the oldest, longest and 

narrowest (7’7” wide) wagon in NSWGR mainline use with the well being 34’ long and 

the bottom of the wagon only 2 and 3/8” off the rail head.   It is – unprototypically - 

carrying the No. 3 beams for the TW 530 special load wagon. 

 

 



Below is the TW 530 special load wagon which had a length of 70’, which is an ensemble 

of TW 20’ carrying trucks and the No 3 beams.   With the No 3 beams mounted the TW 530 

could carry a load of up to 120 tons.   The beams are mounted on two TW 20’ carrying trucks 

so forming the TW 530 special load wagon.   These TW 20’ carrying trucks could be used to 

carry the No 2 beams, as an alternative to the No 3 beams.   The TW carrying trucks could 

also be used as singletons or as a pair to carry loads other than the beams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is another shot of the WW wagon, now sans load.   Some poor shunter is going 

to get into trouble over the dragging chains. 

 

 

Below is a view of the very ancient load of wagons being hauled totally unprototypically 

by a VR B class diesel electric locomotive.   The 26 strong B class were built in Australia 

between 1951 and 1953 and for many years formed the backbone of the VR diesel electric 



locomotive fleet, with 11 being subsequently converted in the mid-80s with new power units to 

become the A class, which are still in service with various companies today.    Both B and A 

locomotives are available R-T-R. 

The first wagon after the locomotive is a TE wagon of which there were six designed and built 

in 1952 to transport Centurion tanks ordered from the UK for the Australian Army and delivered 

by ship to Melbourne where they were transported to Puckapunyal on the TE wagons.   These 

wagons were technically owned by the Defence Department but when not required to transport 

the tanks or other military equipment could be used in general NSWGR service.   

After the TE is the WW, the LLW and the TW 530 described above.   The last wagon, a tank 

wagon is a McWilliams Wines Pty Ltd 29’ wine tank wagon used obviously for the transport of 

wine.   The chassis of this wagon is styrene and the tank electric conduit pipe with commercial 

fittings (I cannot recall, after the elapsed time since its construction the source of the fittings – 

sorry).    McWilliams Wines had a fleet of around eight wine tankers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hall Markets: Part of our Club’s Community Service 

•  

 

On a very foggy Canberra Winter Sunday morning (7th June), our team of U-

Drive layout supervisors travelled to the rural suburb of Hall for the monthly 

Hall Markets. This well-supported activity supports the Hartley Lifecare charity. 

At approx. 8:30 am, on a cold, 

foggy morning, the team has 

assembled the U-Drive layout, 

cleaned tracks and tested the 

running performance of locos 

on the tracks. 

Now, where are the children to 

operate the trains? 

“Dog 

Training” 

Hall Markets 

have a 

reputation as 

a venue that 

welcomes 

patrons and 

their dogs!  

This cute 

dog was 

obviously a 

train 

enthusiast!     



THE MARY RIVER RATTLER. 

Another interesting Qld train story from Michael C. 

The Mary River, named after the wife of an early Governor (Governor Fitzroy), is unique 

amongst the eastern coastal rivers in Qld. as it flows from the south to the north. It empties 

into the great sandy strait, opposite Fraser Island, which is now called K,gari. 

  

History of the Mary Valley Rattler 

The building of the railway line from Mary Valley to Gympie was a long battle for the local 

settlers of the region, advocating for a railway to connect the region, its produce and 

passengers to the rest of the world. 

All of their early demands fell on deaf ears until gold was found at Gympie and the gold rush 

exploded. Costs to have machinery, tools and the precious metal shipped to and from the 

region were time consuming and inefficient to say the least. 

Both Brisbane and Maryborough fought long and hard to become the desired port for Gympie 

and the Mary Valley. It took almost 10 years of political arguing before Maryborough won the 

battle, in 1881 the first railway link between Gympie and the Port was realised, the first station 

was built on top of a hill at the termination of the line at Gympie. 

Even though the goldrush had slowed considerably, the region’s agriculture, dairying and 

timber industries had increased, with a considerable local agitation to have the railway line 

extended through the Mary Valley to Brooloo (now known as the Sunshine Coast), to the north. 

The extension of the railway line commenced in 1911 and reached Brooloo terminal in 1916, 

when passengers and goods traffic commenced. 

As subdivisions of large holdings around the railway line increased, agricultural land 

availability for settlers helped the establishments of several local townships within the region 

at Kandanga (1912), Brooloo, Imbil and Amamoor (1914) and Dagun (1917). 

MAP OF QUEENSLAND WITH THE RED 

DOT SHOWING THE LOCATION WHERE 

THE MARY RIVER MOUTH ENTERS THE 

SEA, OVER 250km NORTH OF 

BRISBANE. 

The Mary River is home to several 

threatened wildlife species, including the 

Queensland Lungfish, which can breathe 

air when water levels drop too low. 

Although the southernmost range for 

saltwater crocodiles is traditionally north 

of Maryborough, one made itself home in 

the Mary River for a time in the early 

2000’s! 

What a setting for a heritage train line! 

 



Part of the construction of the new railway line was the replacement of the existing station with 

a new station in the heart of Gympie. The new station was designed in a “Pagoda” architectural 

style and considered the largest timber railway station building in QLD.  

The powers to be argued against the need for this railway to stay open as the usage had 

dropped off considerably, so in 1989 the QLD government built a new railway line that 

bypassed Gympie and the Mary Valley and by the mid 1990’s all services to Gympie and the 

Mary Valley had ceased. 

Because of their determination, the communities of Gympie and the Mary Valley to have their 

much-loved heritage railway on track to show off the beautiful Mary Valley to the public, a new 

organisation (The Mary Valley Heritage Railway) was formed in 1996 to allow for the reopening 

of the railway line for the operation of a tourist train service. 

May 1998 was again welcoming the familiar chugging sounds of the Mary Valley Rattler steam 

locomotive as it navigates its way through the spectacular countryside of the Mary Valley. 

Over the years the attraction of the heritage railway has grown with some 33,000 guests 

visiting the heritage railway. 

In 2012 some major work was needed along the track, so all services were suspended for 6 

years. October 2018 saw the operations recommence with Steam, Diesel and Railmotor 

locomotives being used to run services between Gympie and Amamoor. 

Additional carriages were restored with special facilities for mobility-challenged passengers 

and passengers with pets. The Mary Valley Rattler has also been featured in international 

television series and promotions. 

The Steam Locomotive used on the Mary Valley Rattler 

The C17 Class 

The first locomotives of the C17 class appeared in 1920. The locomotives 

were built by various makers both in Australia and overseas, with design 

changes made until 1953. 

The locomotive design was also used as the Commonwealth Railways NM 

class which operated on the central Australian narrow-gauge railway, 

(“The Old Ghan”). 

The C17 locomotives were overall the most numerous class of 

Queensland engine and was also possibly its most versatile. The C17 

class of locomotive was a lightweight Queensland design that was suited 

to the lightweight track and sharp curves and became the mainstay of the 

Queensland Railways steam fleet. 

Our own locomotive Number 967 has undergone a complete restoration in 

our workshop. It worked mainly in the former Maryborough District during 

its working life. In the late 1960’s the end of steam locomotives was 

announced by Queensland Railways. 

 



There are numerous train journeys available: 

1. The classic service runs on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday from Gympie to 

Amamoor return (approx. 3hrs duration) Stops at Amamoor where you can look around 

the town or have lunch at the local town café next to the station while listening to local 

entertainment as you eat, or watch as the locomotive is backed to the turntable and 

turned around for the trip back. Adult $69.00, Concession $64.00, $37.00 Child and 

$180.00 Family (2 adults & 2 child)      

2. Silver Bullet Railmotor run on Thursday and Fridays from Gympie to Dagun return 

(150 minutes approx.) for High Tea experiences on your trip. 

You get glass of Bubbles on board, variety of sweet treats, station made savoury treats, 

bottomless tea and coffee and there are cold and alcoholic drinks available for 

purchase. Cost $119.00. 

 

 

Railmotors 2017 & 2023 work the “Silver Bullet” railmotor run. 

 

Railmotors 

– RM NO’s 2017 & 2023 

These units are 2000 Class railmotors built in the 1960’s by Commonwealth 

Engineering at their Rocklea plant in Brisbane. They were 

decommissioned by QR in 1993 and purchased by MVHR in 1996. Both 

units were recommissioned in our workshop and entered service in 1998. 

 



3. Ride with the driver on the footplate friends experience (classic service) With this 

you get a Mary Valley High vis vest, Mary Valley Rattler Cap, 967 train pin, reuseable 

Cooler bag, morning tea with crew on the locomotive and lunch upon return to the 

historic Gympie station. Available on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Cost $495. 

4. VIP Lounge Experience. You get priority preboarding with individual seating, a cheese 

plate on board, Bar facilities available, on return to Gympie your choice of any item from 

VIP set menu and a beverage of choice. Available on Wednesday, Saturday and 

Sunday. Cost $179.00 

5. VIP Booth. You get a local tasting plate, private facilities booth up to 4 guests, Bar 

facilities available, on return to Gympie your choice of any item on the VIP menu & 1 

beverage available Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Cost $ 159.00 

 

 

Look up : The Mary Valley Rattler Fleet - Locomotive, RailMotors, RRC Carriages & 

Guard's Vans for more details about the Mary Valley Rattler fleet. 

 

 

Some of Michael’s photographic record of the family visit to the M. V. R. 

 

Mary Valley Rattler at Amamoor QLD. 

https://www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au/our-fleet/
https://www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au/our-fleet/


 

Turntable used to turn loco around for return trip. 

 

On the footplate. Michael (nearest the camera) getting the “lowdown” on how it all works. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


