So, you have boxes of model trains stored away at

home and don’t know what to do with them?

If you have a model railway layout, or model locomotives and rolling
stock that are no longer used, perhaps as interest has waned or they
are part of a deceased estate, there are a number of options.

Much depends on the age, type, brand, quality and whether the goods are in running
order or not. Older stock will probably run on DC power with simple controllers, and
is less attractive to new owners. Newer equipment will have digital command and
control (DCC) and is more likely to find a new home.

Things you can consider:

You or family members may want to run them

Consider who, and where they might have the space in which to do that.

Do they have a track on which to run them? (It may be in the boxes).

Would they be better off being able to run them on someone else’s track, or at
a model railway club if they join?

If models have been stored for years, lubricant may have turned solid, and
some cleaning may be needed to get them operating well.

Do you think that you might want to sell them?

A lot will depend on how valuable the items are. There is a lot of used stock in
the market. If you don’t know whether the goods are valuable or not, get
someone (a model railway club, someone you know who is a model railway
hobbyist) to give you an honest assessment of whether the goods might be
attractive to someone.

If some of the items are valuable, then eBay or Gumtree on-line platforms might
be useful. You would need to investigate “selling items on the internet” to see
what is required. Some effort, photography and secure financial systems will be
required for the process.

There are second hand dealers and auction houses that deal in model railway
equipment. While they may take everything as a job lot, be aware that prices
offered will not be anywhere near new pricing. Alternatively, they may take
goods for sale on commission, but it may take time and the commission offered
will be low.

If you have a large amount of equipment, you might hire a sales table at our
Canberra Model Railway EXPO, held in March each year in Canberra. See
our Club website for contact details. You would be responsible for displaying
and selling your trains at the EXPO. Contact the Club well in advance for
preparation.
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Do you think you might like to donate them to someone who will appreciate
them and put them to good use?

You might consider donating them to a relative who has an interest in model
trains, or a charity that would sell them and use the funds for their charitable
works.

Canberra Model Railway Club accepts donations of unwanted model trains and
associated items. We carefully check the donations and use those which are
suitable and in working condition on the club’s layouts or for our Kaleen High
School student mentoring program. Those we cannot use ourselves, we offer
to members who will use them. Anything not required or unserviceable will go
to landfill.

Items that are serviceable but which we cannot use (e.g. some European 3-rail
equipment, or equipment with a scale not used by the club or its members) may
be useful to another model railway club (check listings on the internet.)

We don’t always accept donations. If, for example, a layout or offering is too
big/too old/not in working order, we would not be able to take it off your hands
to then dispose of it ourselves. Old trackwork is usually not able to be re-used
due to damage, corrosion or inappropriate rail profile. Talk to us beforehand to
see what is possible.

Have you considered joining a Model Railway Club?

We welcome new members or people new to model railways. Our Clubroom is
located at University of Canberra High School Kaleen and is signposted at the
northern end of the school as you face it. See our website for contact details
and opening times.

We have a large layout for members to use, regular presentations on model rail
related topics, members who can advise beginners, and we run an outreach
program where we operate a children’s U-Drive layout at Hall Markets, fetes,
and community events during the year.

Visit our club website (www.cmrci.info) to get an idea of what we do and what
we offer.

Our monthly Club Bulletin, which is emailed to our members, is available from
the website.
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