The CMRCI Bulletin

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter

March 2026

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be on Wednesday 4™ March at the Kaleen clubroom at
7;30 pm. The meeting will focus on a briefing and preparations for the 37" Canberra Model
Railway Expo.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

MARCH 2026

1 March (Sun)

Charlestown at Hall Markets

3 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

4 Mar (Weds )

Club meeting Topic: TBA

10 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

14 Mar (Sat)

Juniors Running session & Bunnings Gunghalin

17 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

18 Mar (Wed)

Club meeting — Preparation for Expo

20 Mar (Fri)

Set up for Expo 26

21 Mar (Sat)

37" Canberra Model Railway Expo

22 Mar (Sun)

37" Canberra Model Railway Expo

24 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

21 Jan(Weds)

Continuing work on Club layouts — Running night

27 Jan (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

APRIL 2026
1 Apr (Weds ) Club meeting Topic: TBA
7 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts
11 Apr (Sat) Juniors Running session
14 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
15 Apr (Wed) Club meeting
21 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
28 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts — Running night




EXPO 26
Expo 2026 is scheduled for Saturday the 21st and Sunday the 22nd of March 2026, with setup
on Friday 20" from 3pm onwards.

Planning for this year’s Expo is well advanced. Mal Irving has been in communication with the
many potential exhibitors and traders who have previously attended Expo and with a number
of new exhibitors and traders.

Andrew Lund has completed the initial site allocation plan and after consultation with the
Kaleen High School Manager and Principal is working on finalising the plan.

The P&C and the Year 10 cohort will be operating a sausage sizzle, drink and bake sale out
of the school canteen both days and SV will be back with his coffee van.

It is the assistance of club members that allows Expo to go ahead and be recognised as the
success that it always has been. As in previous years there will be a requirement for club
volunteers to assist with the setting up of the venue and club layouts from approximately
3.00pm on Friday the 20 March 2026 and to assist with the many tasks required over the
weekend to ensure the efficient running of Expo.

To this end Chris Neil is currently collecting data and preparing the roster. Please ensure that
you complete one of his forms that allow you to detail your availability and any preferences
that you may have for specific duties ie site markup, entrance staffing, club layout staffing etc.
Chris has indicated that those who do not submit request forms will/may be rostered to cover
vacancies.

Arrangements have been made for the School P&C to again manage the parking on both
Saturday and Sunday.

The club will again be providing breakout room facilities for members, traders and exhibitors
in the staff room. This being the case it is now time to start planning for preparing some sweet
treats to be donated for consumption by those using the breakout room. Cakes, slices, etc all
welcome.

With the success of last year’'s second-hand stall, it is on again this year. Any surplus items
that you no longer require can be submitted for sale. This year the ability to sell preloved items
has been opened up to non-members. Peter Amey is this year’s stall coordinator.

e Goods would have to be delivered to the club prior to Expo, packaged or boxed,
labelled (and described) with a proposed price.
A commission of 10% would be charged for any goods sold.

e Unsold goods would have to be collected following Expo.
Only the owner would be able to modify the originally proposed price.

As per previous years the club will be attending (with the U-Drive layout) a number of local
Bunnings Stores and the Hall Markets to advertise the upcoming Expo 2026. The dates for
these visits are included within the upcoming events section of the Bulletin.

Thanking you all in advance for your valuable contribution towards another successful Expo.

Herb Hobbs

President



WEDNESDAY NIGHTS UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

A special meeting was held at the CMRCI clubrooms at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 4 February
2026, to gather members’ views on the future of Wednesday night meetings and to report
those views to the Committee.

Although attendance was modest, with 14 members present, the discussion was lively,
constructive, and wide-ranging. The clear consensus was that Wednesday night meetings
should not only be retained but actively developed.

Members strongly supported Wednesdays as an essential alternative for those unable to
attend Tuesday morning sessions, particularly working members. It was also noted that
strengthening Wednesday activities could help ease overcrowding on Tuesdays while
supporting broader efforts to grow club membership.

During the discussion, the President observed that CMRCI membership has been static for
some time and may be in gradual decline. This prompted a focused conversation on
recruitment and outreach, with several practical steps agreed.

For Expo 26, the club will establish a dedicated recruitment station in the Drama Room. This
will be staffed by knowledgeable members ready to talk with prospective members and, where
appropriate, introduce them to the clubrooms. The production of updated brochures or flyers
for Expo and other events was also agreed, along with the need to refresh the club’s website
and strengthen its social media presence.

Members also considered whether Saturdays might provide another suitable meeting option
for working members, particularly for structured activities or operating sessions. No decision
was reached, but the idea remains open for further exploration.

A recurring theme throughout the evening was the importance of meaningful and engaging
Wednesday night activities. Members agreed that increasing both the number and quality of
presentations would be a positive step. To support this, it was agreed that each Committee
member would commit to delivering one presentation per year on a topic of their choice,
allowing a full year’s programme to be planned in advance. Inviting external presenters was
also strongly supported.

Suggested presentation topics included
o Kadee coupler standards,
maintenance and repair of Kadee couplers;
weathering techniques;
water features;
using artificial intelligence in model railways;
an introduction to 3D printing, including practical demonstrations.
As Baldwin Park continues to develop, members also saw opportunities for hands-on
scenery demonstrations and practice sessions.

Operational matters at Baldwin Park |l were also discussed. It became clear that many
members are unfamiliar with the complexity of formal railway operations. In particular, it was
noted that random train running cannot occur simultaneously with structured operating
sessions, as operations require controlled use of track sections to allow scheduled trains to
complete their tasks under train orders.

Possible times for operating sessions were debated, including second Wednesdays,
weekdays, and weekends. However, concerns were raised about conflicts between operating



sessions and members who simply wish to run trains. No firm conclusions were reached, and
further discussion will be required.

BUILDING A MODEL CONTAINER CARGO SHIP
Past Club President Robert Morton and our 3D Print Expert, Jeff Michael, steered our
new cargo ship to its new berth.

[Clubroom photos taken by Ron G.]

From BobM

I must confess to being the prime mover to the placing of a model ship on our new Club layout,
Baldwin Park Il. Phil Young spent a large amount of time searching the internet for something
to meet our requirements and finally found company in the USA that prints HO scale model
ships of all shapes and deigns. The company, believe it or not, is called HO Model Ships.
After much discussion they agreed to provide the 3D print file for us to print and build. This
saved us an inordinate amount in freight from the U.S., but | soon used any savings as | put
the thing together.

Our 3D print expert, Jeff Michael, undertook to do the print work and his account of this task
is detailed at the end of my story.

Jeff handed over the hull in nine separate sections when joined together is some 80 cm long,
a superstructure section and various parts including a crew lifeboat, 30 odd life buoys, hawser
bollards for the wharf, anchors and a funnel. My daughter’s fiancé, John Raptis, here on
holidays from New Zealand, and | started putting the ship together in mid-December,

We started by gluing the nine hull sections together using Bob Smith Industries Super Gold
glues, basically a super glue for plastics. Because the printed parts could not be lined up
exactly, we then had to spend a considerable amount of time sanding the sides to get them
fully aligned. We used normal sandpaper, finishing with a super fine finishing paper to take
out any grooves. In retrospect | think we could have used an orbital sander to cut down on
the time to get the sections aligned properly.

After getting the hull sorted, we then filed any gaps with Perfect Plastic Putty and sanded it all
down again and again and ......

We then sprayed the finished hull with undercoat, Citadel Mechanics Standard Grey, which |
purchased from War Hammer, a local war gaming store.

We gave the hull a final light sand and the used masking tape to separate the hull colour from
the Plimsoll line. Again, we used Citadel paints, black for the hull itself and red /scarlet for the
area of the Plimsoll line and below. We used a colour called “Morghast Bone” to paint decks
and the holds. This made the upper parts of the hull stand out and saved us having to use
different colours to create highlights. John took the finished hull and painted moulded-in ropes,
winches, anchor motors and chains and life rafts. We also added ladders into the holds and
steps to and from deck high parts. We then coated the outside of the hull with a gloss hard
coat, again from Citadel, to seal the hull and give it a bit of a shine.

The original superstructure came in one piece, but | couldn’t see a way to fix ‘glass’ to the
windows, so | asked Jeff to slice it for me so that | could get my fingers in. We used an off-
white, called Corax White, for the whole outside area and painted a few printed portholes with
silver paint to suggest that they were glass. | used a sheet of Laminate, run through the
machine without any paper insert, cut it to be slightly bigger than the windows and glued it up
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in place with Testors glue for model aircraft windows as it dries without leaving any residue.
We then added ladders, life buoys and the funnel to finish the superstructure before gluing it
to the hull.

Having received the final print from Jeff, we painted the crew lifeboat and life buoys with Bright
Orange from Model Color and fixed them in place.

The ladders and steps | used came from a pack called “HO Steps and Ladders” from a US
firm called Central Valley Model Works. It is a great pack consisting of three sets of various
steps, railings and multiple ladders. The pack costs $6.00 but freight is a killer, at something
like $40.00. | would suggest that if you want to get this pack that you talk to someone in the
US or strong-arm the guys at Toy World to import some as they were quite impressed when |
was searching for an additional pack — they are very, very handy!

We have since added a gangway and hawsers (including rat traps) to the wharf. | have used
bricklayer’s line which | died a brownie colour to simulate the hawsers tying the ship to the
wharf.

All-in-all, the preparation and painting took about six weeks and cost as much as the ship
itself, in the vicinity of $180.00. My thanks to Jeff for a great print job and John for assistance
and patience.

L;)ok at what has just docked! First view for members early January 2026



Another January 2026 view. The loading/unloading infrastructure team will need to get
a move on!

THE PRINTING OF THE CARGO SHIP - Jeff’s take on the project

Following deep discussions regarding the specific cargo ship we would buy, Phil Young
enquired about securing the model. The model chosen was from a business based in the
United States of America (USA) who advised their standard policy is to ship the constructed
ship. While technically feasible, the costs for shipping were astronomical so an alternative
solution was required. After some email back-and-forth, the modeller agreed to send the 3D
model files to us for a negotiated fee.

The Club Committee sought the services our 3D printing enthusiast, Jeff Michael, to print the
model along with another group to construct and paint the ship. After confirming the 3D model
files were good, the focus quickly turned to printing. The process for printing a 3D model starts
with importing the model into a computer program called a “Slicer”. The job of the Slicer is to
“cut” to model into layers, similar to making a multi-level cake, on the horizontal plane, hence
where the name Slicer came from, and after incorporating a number of print settings, program
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Later in January 2026. We can now load and unload containers. This was a concept trial

for the Port infrastructure.

a file containing machine code which instructs the printer where on the plate start extruding
filament, where to stop and where to go next. One way to conceptualise how it works is to
think about how a 2D printer prints a colour document. Using ink, the print head steps from
left to right (x-axis) while the paper is being fed from top to bottom (y-axis). A 3D printer
includes a third layer for height, which is known as the z-axis. Using filament instead of ink,
the printer prints the first layer slowly to ensure a strong foundation, before speeding up and
printing layer upon layer across the three axes, until the model is finished.

For those technically minded the cargo ship comprised of twenty-six (26) separate parts, which
varied in print times from twenty-seven (27) minutes to twenty-six (26) hours. One feature of
the Slicer software is that based on a few inputs (cost of filament etc), it produces details of
print times, print costs and how much filament is used in weight and length. All up the entire
print used just under one-kilometre (1,000 metres) of filament (the equivalent of three one-
kilogram rolls) and a total print time for all parts of just over two hundred (200) hours.

Once complete, all the parts were handed over for construction and painting to Bob Morton.
The cargo ship now takes pride of place, securely tethered to the wharf/dock on the Baldwin
Park Il layout.



Rat guards: In the early stages of the ship’s fit-out, there was some discussion amongst
members about how vermin (rats) were to be excluded from the ship. No-one wanted an
outbreak of plague amongst the model railway fraternity, but it seems that the ship-building
fraternity had everything under control!
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Wharf access for the crew and maritime workers was provided.

HISTORICAL BULLETINS - By David G

A number of the old club Bulletins have been loaded onto the club computer in PDF format.
There are different folders for each year covered.
A yellow icon is on the front screen of the Computer. It is labelled “Club Bulletins”

The bulletins go back to early 2014



BACKDROP PAINTING

Our own Artiste, WendyL, has completed the removable section of the backboard on peninsula
B of Baldwin Park II. And a great job she has done of it. The new backdrop has added colour
and is a critical factor in producing a composite whole and bringing the scene alive.
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The President checki out Wendy’s work on the new ackdrops.
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The backdrop from the Northsi of the Pinsula.
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And from the south side. The blank white sections on both sides are a piece of the
backdrop that is fixed in position. The work on these sections have now been
completed. They have been painted to blend in with the main backdrop. The CMRCI
Mining Corp. coal mine has been temporarily removed to facilitate that work.

Today CMRCI, tomorrow Landscape Artist of the Year !

COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS

As you may be aware the President has verbally summarised the details and decisions of the
Committee Meeting of the 3rd March at the following Tuesday Meeting. If you missed that,
the full approved minutes are held in the blue folder located on the shelf to the right of the
computer. Ask a Committee member if you cannot find it.

That folder also contains other documents related to the club’s administration, including
documents such as the Constitution, etc.

If you have a problem or an idea, talk to a Committee Member about it so that it can be
considered at a Committee Meeting.

CANBERRA QUIZ
How well do you know the history of railways in the ACT? See if you can answer these
questions

(a) In what year did the first revenue earning train reach Canberra?

(b) In 1918, the Commonwealth Public Works Department prepared plans for a line to
Tuggeranong to serve a site which was not built. What was the proposed site?

(c) In 1923, Canberra experienced unadulterated pleasure when a correct gauge line

was built. What were the line termini and what was the purpose?
(d) The following year, an extension spur line travelled via Canberra Avenue to a
construction site. What was that site?
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(e) Schedule Nine (9) of the Seat of Government Acceptance Act 1909 (Cth) is
significant because it made provision for what in Canberra?

ANSWERS

(a) 1914 - It arrived on 25 May behind NSWGR locomotive 1210

(b) The proposed Commonwealth Arsenal at Tuggeranong

(c) A 3’ 6” goods line was constructed from the Commonwealth Brickworks at

Yarralumla to the site of (now old) Parliament House to transport bricks to the
Parliament House construction site.

(d) The Hotel Canberra in Canberra Avenue

(e) It provided that if the Commonwealth built a railway line to the ACT’s northern
boundary, NSW would be obliged to build a connection to Yass.

AN OLDIE, BUT A GOODIE

Gordon was with his parents and they were taking refreshments in the bar at Reading station
when they heard a whistle. The three of them rushed out of the bar onto the platform only to
discover that they had just missed the train.

‘The next train is in one hour,’ intoned the stationmaster.

The three went back into the bar. The parents had another drink, Gordon had a coke. Again
they heard a whistle, rushed out and discovered the train pulling away.

‘Next one is sixty minutes from now,’ grunted the stationmaster.

An hour later, Gordon, with his mum and dad, raced out onto the platform, and his parents
leaped onto the train as it pulled away. The boy was left standing on the platform and began
to laugh uproariously.

‘Your parents just left you,” said the stationmaster. ‘Why are you laughing?’

Gordon smiled, ‘They only came to see me off.’

12



STEAMRAIL VICTORIA
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THE CANBERRA GOULBURN PICNIC TRAIN

It was announced at last Tuesday morning’s meeting that a group excursion is being
organized for those interested.

The purpose of this note is to ensure that all members, including those who were not in the
club rooms on Tuesday and those that attend the Club at different time are aware of the
planned activities.

The details of the Trip are:

e Canberra to Goulburn Picnic Train. A spectacular steam-hauled day adventure from
Canberra to Goulburn and return.

e When - Easter Monday 6" April 2026. The train departs Canberra Station at 07:30
Monday 6" April 2026.It will be steam hauled by steam locomotive R766 The train
departs Goulburn at 1.20, arriving Canberra approx. 15.15 . The return journey will
be hauled by a heritage diesel locomotive.

NOTE: The locomotive rostered for each service cannot be guaranteed and is subject to
change due to operational reasons with or without notice. Your ticket is for the journey and is
not dependent on the locomotive advertised. NOTE: The locomotive rostered for each
service cannot be guaranteed and is subject to change due to operational reasons with or
without notice. Your ticket is for the journey and is not dependent on the locomotive
advertised.

e Cost $100.00 per head. This will cover the cost of an 8 seat Private Compartment,
entry to the Goulburn Rail Heritage Centre and transport from the Goulburn Railway
Station to the Heritage Centre and return.

e As a group, we would return to a ‘Bistro’ close to the railway station for lunch (at own
cost) and be ready for the train’s departure at 1.20pm

e Details of the Picnic Train Trip can be found
here: https://www.picnictrain.com.au/canberradaytrain

It has to be stressed that a booking on the train cannot be made without firm commitment
from the members and their interested parties. Our booking will be in blocks of 8, as per the
compartment arrangement on the train. If groups of 8 cannot be achieved, places will be
allocated on a first in basis and you may miss out.!!

Please advise Noel Lee, by return email, of your intention to attend and arrange with Paul
Liston (Acting Treasurer) to make your payment to secure your booking. Note, you payment
can be made directly into the Club account.

This looks like a great day trip to get out and about with fellow club members. All aboard!!
It seems that there is limited counter style catering on the train, so bring your own picnic, if
you want to eat on the train either going to or returning from Goulburn. See the website for
optional extras.

There is no club subsidy for this trip.
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THE NORTH SHORE RAILWAY MODELLERS ASOCIATION - 2026 EXHIBITION
The North Shore Railway Modellers Association have advised us that their 53
exhibition will be held on Saturday and Sunday 25 and 26 July 2026. The location
will be the Parents and Citizens Youth Club (PCYC), 40 Kingsway Dee Why NSW
2099 NSW.

A Chicago, lllinois law once prohibited eating in a place that was on fire. After much heated
discussion, a 1912 amendment exempted dining cars on steam trains.

OKAY, PLEASE REPEAT

A0 ! THAT'S PERFECT!
10 PASIS |6 PEADY CONGRATULATIONS,
FOR BOARDING ON YOU've GIOT
PLATFORM SEVEN/" THE JO8!
RAINZOORSS {
EEDYORING
FROMNEN,
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Quiet please!

Final examination for railway
announcement; speakers

in progress!

Quiet please! Final examination for railway announcement...

CHANGE OF NAME FOR ONE OF OUR MODEL RAILWAY SUPPLIERS

= (‘ = f thinking outside the square
“/ ( g q
N VIS JIS FI N\ F AL KNS

is now...

LIAlVOUIT

HHICONCEP TS HHHH

The firm providing our Club’s “Cobalt” point motors has a change in its name, its
website (https://www.layoutconcepts.com/ ) and its product fulfilment Centre (product
fulfilment is now handled through TMC The Model Centre). Check out the new
website for further details.
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ARE YOUR TRAINS INSURED?? A thoughtful contribution by David G

If you bring some of your trains into the clubroom, you will most probably find that they are
not insured once you take them out of your home. Take a guesstimate of the value of any
trains you are going to take out of your home, then get in contact with your insurance
company and enquire about if you need to insure them when you take them out of your
home. This will affect your contents insurance. It should only be a small amount, and
sometimes there may be no increase. This will give you some peace of mind if you ever get
a damaged item you cannot repair, or some of them are stolen, or they are damaged in a
vehicle accident.

A HUGE THANK YOU - to all the contributors to this edition. Your contributions
are highly valued.

If you have any articles, photos, jokes that you think your fellow members would enjoy, or
find useful, don’t hesitate to send them in. The Email address is pracmrci@gmail.com

"Oh, that type of model "
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:
John Fuhrman, David Gorell, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston,
Andrew Lund, Bob Morton, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.

17


http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com

