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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
Newsletter 

 
April 2026 

 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7.00 pm Wednesday 1 April 
2026.  The topic will be a wrap up of Expo 26 with a strong emphasis on seeking your views 
on what went wrong, what can be improved and what worked well.  This will assist the co-
ordination group on planning for the next Expo. 

 

APRIL 2026 

1 Apr (Weds ) Club meeting Topic: wrap up of Expo 26 

7 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

11 Apr (Sat) Juniors Running session 

14 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

15 Apr (Wed) Club meeting – Running night 

21 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

28 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts  

 
MAY  2026   

1 May (Sun) Charlestown at Hall Markets 

5 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

6 May (Weds ) Club meeting Topic: TBA 

9 May (Sat) Juniors Running Session 

12 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 
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19 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

20 May (Wed) Running night 

26 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

================================================================ 
 
THE CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 2026 
For information and photos from this Exhibition, see the Supplement. 
 
================================================================ 
ALRIGHT, WHOSE TURN IS IT TO FETCH THE BALL? 
In October of 2025 we were introduced to a new layout called “Rippenback”, built by two of 
our members. On a visit to this fascinating layout, I spotted a structure that deserved more 
exposure, and this week I received some photos from the layout owners that illustrate why it 

fascinated me. 
 

That’s a score! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where did the ball go? Is it 
on the tracks? Who is going 

to fetch it? 
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ANOTHER HOBBY SUPPLIER YOU MIGHT LIKE TO VISIT – By Ron G 
I was looking for metal primer paint and some plastic compatible primer. My son’s friend who 
is into gaming mentioned that a shop in Belconnen Mall had a good range of paints and 
suggested I might try there. 
 
I visited today – easy to find (apart from getting a parking space on a busy Saturday 
morning) and the friend was right – the shop does have a good paint range, plus hobby 
tools, accessories and so on. 
 
I sought advice from the shop assistant, who was very helpful. He didn’t have a specific 
metal etch paint (he checked with a quick phone call to a mate), but he put me onto a Vallejo 
multi-purpose grey spray primer that should do the job. 
 
For holding the tiny metal detail parts for painting, he showed me a set of 12 magnetic clips 
with rubber grips, all in a metal case, part of which acts as the base for holding the magnetic 
clips upright. 
 

 
Two of the 12 magnetic clips standing on a steel lid. A small brass detail part is held in 
the nearest clip’s plastic-coated jaws. 
 
At $20 for 12 clips, plus a metal carry case (which can act as a support for the 
magnetic bases of the clips), I thought it was good value. 
 
The shop is Ronin Games Belconnen, in the Westfield shopping Centre next to Lincraft 
and adjacent to the Post Office. Thery stock more paint colours than you will ever use, in 
several different brands, a stock of Vallejo spray paint cans, tools &amp; accessories – 
friendly, helpful staff and worth a visit! compatible primer.  
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AUSTRALIAN WIRE GAUGE – SO WHAT? 
How does that concern you?  Because when you are wiring your layout for the first time, you 
will have to wire the layout to deliver power to the tracks.  The first question is – what size 
wire should I use for the power buses. 
  
 
The following chart comes from the NMRA Handbook. 
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The first thing one needs to consider is the type of wiring that should be used.   
 
Australian wire gauge (specifically when using the B&S - Brown & Sharpe standard) is 
generally the same as American Wire Gauge (AWG). They share the same gauge numbers 
and measurements. While Australia officially uses metric  for electrical installations, B&S 
(AWG) remains common for thicker wires in industries like automotive.  
 
 Number 1 AWG wire size is large, whereas 14 AWG, is smaller.  Thus, the lower the number 
is, the larger the wire size, and the higher the number is the smaller the wire size. 
 
No matter if you're wiring your layout for DC or DCC, the wire size has to be adequate to 
handle the current (amperage), and the voltage supplied to the rails. 
 
Most wires in a modern home electrical system are 12 or 14 gauge. Remember, the smaller 
the AWG number, the thicker the wire. Large appliances like ovens, washers, and dryers 
require higher amperage, so they require a different wire gauge to power. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=B%26S&sca_esv=115b03ba0a724772&source=hp&ei=z_OTafCSEb_Z5OUPu8jDgAQ&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZQB318LvyCvkNMdQCvIWccDrH7YNbuq&oq=is+Australian+Wire+Guage+the+same+as+A&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IiZpcyBBdXN0cmFsaWFuIFdpcmUgR3VhZ2UgdGhlIHNhbWUgYXMgQSoCCAAyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBUi5nwFQAFiWiAFwAHgAkAEAmAG9AaABxS6qAQQwLjM4uAEByAEA-AEBmAImoAKiL8ICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIFEAAYgATCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEY0QPCAg4QABiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICCxAuGIAEGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgUQLhiABMICDhAuGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIEEAAYA8ICChAAGIAEGIoFGEPCAgcQABiABBgKwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYigUYhgPCAggQABiABBiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIEECEYFcICBRAhGKABwgIGECEYFRgKmAMAkgcEMC4zOKAHxecBsgcEMC4zOLgHoi_CBwcxNy4yMC4xyAcwgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjRrc2j3d-SAxWsslYBHT-RH_4QgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=American+Wire+Gauge+%28AWG%29&sca_esv=115b03ba0a724772&source=hp&ei=z_OTafCSEb_Z5OUPu8jDgAQ&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZQB318LvyCvkNMdQCvIWccDrH7YNbuq&oq=is+Australian+Wire+Guage+the+same+as+A&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IiZpcyBBdXN0cmFsaWFuIFdpcmUgR3VhZ2UgdGhlIHNhbWUgYXMgQSoCCAAyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBxAhGAoYoAEyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBUi5nwFQAFiWiAFwAHgAkAEAmAG9AaABxS6qAQQwLjM4uAEByAEA-AEBmAImoAKiL8ICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIFEAAYgATCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEY0QPCAg4QABiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICCxAuGIAEGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgUQLhiABMICDhAuGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIEEAAYA8ICChAAGIAEGIoFGEPCAgcQABiABBgKwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYigUYhgPCAggQABiABBiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIEECEYFcICBRAhGKABwgIGECEYFRgKmAMAkgcEMC4zOKAHxecBsgcEMC4zOLgHoi_CBwcxNy4yMC4xyAcwgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjRrc2j3d-SAxWsslYBHT-RH_4QgK4QegQIARAD
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For your power bus, you can use 12- and 14-gauge wire interchangeably. That's fair game. 
Just be sure it's a 5A circuit because you cannot use 14g on a 20A circuit. NCE control 
system delivers 14V and 5 amps. 
  
Using solid wire, or stranded?  Stranded (or bundles of smaller wires inside insulated wire) is 
preferred over solid wire.  The reason is it is more flexible to work with and less likely to 
break connections.  Having said this, solid wire is often used to serve as the feeders to the 
rails. 
  
Another factor to consider in buying wire is the insulation of the wire.  You want to use wire 
with PVC (Poly Vinyl Chloride) insulation, which is softer and has a higher temperature 
rating.  If possible, use house wiring, or Machine Control wiring, with thick insulation for bus 
wiring.  This type is what is typically found at big box stores, such as Bunnings or Capital 
Electrical and Data supplies (to name but a few), on spools ranging from 100' to 500' or 
more, and often sold by the metre.   
 
Electrical supply firms also sell wire with PVC insulation.   Bunnings, John R Turk and 
Capital Electrical and Data Supplies, are a few of the firms in Canberra supplying this type of 
wire.  
 

  
  To actually connect wires to the track, it is 
best to solder them to each other.  Rail 
joiners with wire attached are available but 
are not recommended as the best 
method.  To put in track feeders, drill a hole 
next to the rail between two ties.  Feed the 
wire down through the hole and then bend 
the wire like this for easy soldering to 
rails.  Then using a soldering iron and thin 
solder, hold the wire to the rail with the 
soldering iron and touch the solder to both of 
them.  A small screwdriver (or the tool sold 
by Antons) is then used to hold the wire and 
solder to the rail, as the solder cools.  It 

takes a bit of practice... but once you do a few of these, you can make wire connections 
almost invisible.  

 
Droppers soldered to the track – simple secure and out of the way of locomotive 
wheels.  The same on each side. 
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A CHOCOLATE TRAIN 
A delicious-looking train becomes longest chocolate sculpture ever at over 55 m. 
By Sonya Mukhina 
  

 
Maltese chocolatier Andrew Farrugia has broken his third Guinness World Records 
title by creating the world's longest chocolate sculpture - a 55.27-metre long old-style 
train. 
That’s longer than the length of an Olympic swimming pool and not far off the wingspan of a 
747 jumbo jet. 
 
The tasty creation is composed of one locomotive and 22 carriages, each weighing up to 
160 kg and fully made of Belgian chocolate! 
 
The exciting chocolate piece was presented in Milan, Italy – the true capital of food and 
beauty. The Chocolatier, Andrew,  shared proudly that he and his team have broken two 
Guinness World Records titles in the past decade. 
 
In 2012, he created a 34.05 metre model train built of chocolate in Brussels, which was 
recognized as the longest chocolate sculpture at the time. 
 
Two years later, he masterfully replicated Dubai’s Burj Khalifa – the world’s tallest building - 
in 2014, measuring 13.52 metres, and becoming the tallest chocolate sculpture in the world. 
The sculpture was later assembled in Dubai International Airport. 
 
Starting in August, Andrew prepared clay models of each train component that later turned 
into huge quantities of chocolate pieces. 
 

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/author/Sonya-Mukhina
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/news/italy
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records/icons/burj-khalifa-the-tallest-building-in-the-world
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 Around October, Andrew shared that he started working on the actual base of the train, 
building each wagon from large slabs of chocolate in Bergamo. Lastly, pieces were all 
assembled together by a large team of chocolate makers. 
 
“If I had to calculate, more or less we had 5,000 pieces – all hand cut,” Andrew said, “and, 
around 180 wheels for the wagons alone.” 
 
The train was hard to move around due to its record-breaking length. Andrew said that 
transportation was the most difficult part of the process. 
 

 



9 
 

 
“It is a very fine, delicate piece, and to transport sculptures like this from one place to 
another requires a lot of attention,” he shared. “We had to cover every single piece securely 
by plastic film. But, I am very happy to say that all of the structures arrived here safely, and 
no piece was broken!” 
 
Creating such a sculpture was an achievement for both the chocolatier, his family, and the 
institute he represents. Andrew says he is extremely proud and satisfied with the opportunity 
he was given to showcase his work and values his community like nothing else! 
“Working alongside colleagues, friends, students, people from other places – Bergamo, 
Brescia, Milan – has filled me entirely with nothing but pride and joy,” he said.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Japan has unveiled its first hydrogen powered train, marking a major step forward in 
sustainable transportation.  Unlike traditional diesel powered rail systems this new model 
omits only water vapour, eliminating carbon emissions and reducing air pollution along its 
route.  The project reflects Japan’s broader strategy to cut greenhouse gas emissions and 
invest in clean mobility solutions. 
 
Hydrogen trains function by using fuel cells to convert hydrogen gas into electricity. That 
electricity powers the train’s motors efficiently and with significantly less noise than diesel 
engines.  The system offers strong performance for both rural and urban lines, making it a 
flexible alternative where full electrification through overhead lines may not be practical. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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President: Herb Hobbs 
Secretary: Chris Neil 
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
 

Committee Members: 
 

John Fuhrman, David Gorell, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, 
Andrew Lund, Bob Morton, Terry Smith. 

 
 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John 
Webster, John Wishart. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
 
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, 
Kaleen ACT 2617.    
 
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 
 
Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 
 
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617  
  
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
Management Committee. 
 

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com

