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NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be held on Wednesday 4" February 2026 at 7.00pm.
The topic for the evening will be a discussion on the future of Wednesday nights. If you
have a view or opinion or even better, ideas on this matter, this is your chance to make it
known. Facts and ideas please gentlemen, this is not an occasion for empty rhetoric. If you
are a member who joined the club but then decided that there was little opportunity to learn

or participate in the club’s activities, please state your views at the meeting or by email to
Peter Amey.

The discussion will be led by Peter Amey.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 2026
3 Feb (Tues) Club meeting topic- Wednesday
meetings
4 Feb 2 (Weds) Continuing work on Club layouts
10 Feb (Tues) Club meeting
14 Feb (Sat) Juniors running day
17 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
18 Feb (Weds) Club meeting — running night
24 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts




March 2026

1 March (Sun)

Charlestown at Hall Markets

3 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

4 Mar (Weds )

Club meeting Topic: TBA

10 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

14 Mar (Sat)

Juniors Running session

17 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

18 Mar (Wed)

Club meeting — Preparation for Expo

20 Mar (Fri)

Set up for Expo 26

21 Mar (Sat)

37" Canberra Model Railway Expo

22 Mar (Sun)

37" Canberra Model Railway Expo

24 Mar (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

21 Jan(Weds)

Continuing work on Club layouts — Running night

27 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

THE 37™ ANNUAL CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO
As you are hopefully aware, the 37" EXPO will be held at UCHS Kaleen on 21/22 March
with set up on Friday 20 March.

The history of this exhibition goes back a long way. In his excellent publication “A Capital
Hobby” — A History of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Ron supplies a quote from John
Webster (then Club Secretary) “ From 1982-1984, CMRCI held model railway exhibitions on
the Canberra Day weekend , in a tent, down by the lake (i.e. Lake Burley Griffin) around
1985. The next venue was at Wesley College Hall in Forrest(1986/87). Then in 1988 the
CMRCI moved to the National Hockey Centre in Lyneham.”

The growth of Expo meant that larger premises were needed, so the club and the EXPO
moved to UCHS Kaleen in 2010 and as you know, have been there ever since.

The Expo is our main revenue earner for the year. The income from the Expo enables the
construction of new layouts, purchase of new equipment and supplies and even your coffee
and biscuits.

It is the main event in our calendar. It has grown from very small to one of the largest
exhibitions outside the main metropolitan areas.

To continue its success and to provide the income the club needs to survive and develop,
your support of the club at the EXPO is vital. Details of how you can help will be forthcoming
over the next month or so. You are a member of CMRCI, your contribution is important.
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OPERATIONS

If you would like to get more from your investment in locomotives and rolling stock than
simply watch them run in circles around the layout, then maybe it is time to develop your
skills and consider operations.

Now that the track plan of Baldwin Park Il and some of the scenery is moving towards
completion, it is time to think about operations on the layout. It is proposed that we start with
some basic point to point movements to allow members without any operational experience
to get used to operations, including such things as sector control, train lengths, priorities,
speed, etc.

Some things must be decided before we can start:

When - the second Wednesday has been suggested; or maybe on a weekend — what do
you think?

Locomotives and rolling stock. Depending on the number of operators at any given time,
the club does not have enough stock for the tasks required. It follows that members may
have to loan their own locos and rolling stock for that session.

Incidentally, at this stage it does not matter if we have US locos pulling Australian rolling
stock or any other combination, provided that wheels are the correct gauge and that
couplers are compatible. It is suggested that original Kadee couplers be recognised as the
standard, given the number of members who use them.

Peter Amey would appreciate your comments and ideas, either personally at the club or by
email.

NOTE: If all you wish to do is to run trains, of course that is your prerogative and your
choice. Go for it!!

Carpenters urgently

required.
Cabinet falling apart —

Apply Parliament House,
Canberra, ACT.

As soon as possible.
(Don’t bring tools —
the building is full of them)




Sunday 14" December 2025: The venue was the Gungahlin Lakes Club for a pleasant and
tasty Christmas lunch for our CMRCI members. Following drinks and socializing in an ante
room, members were served with a delicious main course followed by dessert.

There was plenty of animated conversation, and we all enjoyed the company of others. The
venue booking was capably overseen by Terry, who was thanked with acclamation. Working
on the basis that “a good speech is a short speech”, President Herb thanked members for
their attendance and wished everyone a “Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.”

A great way to celebrate another successful Club Year!
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Great to see our oldest member, Tom, in attendance. He is pictured here in earnest
conversion with Danny.



DID YOU KNOW??
That the club has recently purchased two downloads from Scalescenes (UK) — one for old

corrugated iron and one representing an overhead view of a car park, complete with
markings. Both downloads are held on the computer and copies are available to members

free of charge. See the photos below for detail.
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The fourth monkey has
emerged. He sees no one,
hears no one, and
speaks to no one.




SECONDHAND STALL

WHERE: 2026 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO
At UCHS Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive Kaleen ACT

WHEN: 21-22 March 2026

HOW: Goods for sale are to be delivered to the club prior to Expo, suitably
packaged or boxed, (in such a way as to secure the item) labelled using the
forms below. Deadline for acceptance of items is Tuesday 17 March.

e A commission of 10% will be charged for any goods sold.

e Goods are to be delivered to the CMRCI clubroom (at UCHS Kaleen 104
Baldwin Drive Kaleen) on any Tuesday morning from 3 to 24 February
and 3 to 17 March and on the following Wednesday evenings (7:pm to
10:00pm) of 4" and 18" February 4th and 18t"March

e Unsold goods must be collected by the vendor following Expo, either at
the Expo or the following Tuesday morning. Unsold goods will be
checked out before release. Goods not collected will be disposed of.

e CMRCI staff will not be permitted to bargain, so it is suggested that
vendors provide a realistic price. Only the owner will be able to modify
the originall price.

e The following label should be used to identify and provide details of the
item. The vendor details are for CMRCI internal use and will be allocated
by CMRCI. Please place the label where it can be easily seen.

¢ For contact and security purposes, vendors must also supply:
o name and address
o Contact details (email and phone)
o BSB and account number for remittance of sales.

The potential purchaser will be looking for as much explicit and detailed
information as you can provide on the item. Remember that when you are
completing your label- make it easy for them.

Labels are attached at the end of this edition of the Bulletin.

For further information contact Peter Amey on 0439 640 756 or Herb Hobbs on
0414 287 590.



NZ RAIL HISTORY By Noel L
For more than 155 years, rail has played a critical role in New Zealand’s transport system.

From its early beginnings in the mid 19" century, to the present day, rail has connected
people and places and helped grow the economy by delivering goods around the country
and to and from our ports, connecting exporters with the world.

Early beginnings.
Until the railway network was developed in the late 19" century, New Zealand’s
uncompromising landscape meant overland travel was often extremely difficult.

European settlers brought with them the expectation that steam trains, the wonder of the
industrial age would solve their communication problems, open up new districts to settlement
and promote economic development.

From the 1860’s onwards, rail engineers designed a rail network that could operate across
swamps and rivers, rugged mountains and dense forests, progressively connecting
otherwise isolated communities and industries to the world.

NZR A class (1873), steam locomotive A67 at Ocean Beach Railway, Dunedin New
Zealand. (Thanks to Wikipedia for this photo.)

By 1890, New Zealand railways (NZR) was operating more than 1,900km of track, and
carrying almost three million passengers and 830,000 tons of freight a year.

The first half of the twentieth century was a ‘golden age’ for rail. By the 1920s NZR was
carrying more than six million tons of freight and 28 million passengers a year a remarkable
achievement for a nation of just over a million people.

Almost everybody travelling between major centres took the railway. Trains also delivered
schoolchildren to the classroom, suburban workers to factories and offices, and thousands of
day trippers to beachers, parks, shows and racecourses.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:NZR_A_class_(1873)

e

NZR AB Clas,; Pacific No; 778 hauling the Kingston Flyef

From the 1950s, rail’s central role in the daily life of New Zealanders began to erode, as
travellers opted to drive or fly rather than use passenger trains. Branch lines around the
country were progressively closed and deregulation of the transport industry saw rail’s
market share of freight drop significantly.

Revival of Rail

With the new millennium came renewed enthusiasm for rail - globally and in New Zealand.
Concerns about green-house gas emissions and fluctuating petrol prices, changing global
freight trends and growing congestion on their roads has led to a revival of rail, and
recognition of its natural advantages moving freight, tourists, urban passengers within major
cities and regional commuters to work in the city.

Following years of ownership changes from 1993 when the Government sold NZR to an
international consortium, rail was returned to public ownership in 2008.

Since then, successive Governments have recognised its critical role in New Zealand
transport and the value it delivers to communities, regional economies, exporters and
businesses.

Looking ahead

This rejuvenation of Kiwi Rail will see lines reopen in 2019 such as Napier to Wairoa line for
logging operations, new commuter services established such as the Hamilton to Auckland
train and the purchase of two new large rail — enabled ferries for Cook straight, the state
highway 1 and the main trunk line between the islands.

KiwiRail’ s purpose: Stronger Connections. Better New Zealand encompasses the critical
role we play in a sustainable and inclusive economy, taking trucks off the road, reducing
carbon emissions and increasing well-being now and for future generations.

KiwiRail is woven into communities across the country through their 3400 people in 50 towns
and cities and they have an ambitious vision for New Zealand’s transport future.

A chronological history of New Zealand Rail

1862 - First railway opens- a horse-drawn tramway from Dun Mountain copper mine to Port
Nelson.

1863- First steam railway opened on the Christchurch- Lyttelton line, via the Lyttelton tunnel.

8


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NZR_Ab_Class

1870- With less than a 100 km of track operating , Prime Minister Julius Vogel calls for
railways to aid economic development, and a narrow gauge is chosen to save money.
1873- First train in North Island, Auckland — Onehunga.

1878- First express trains Christchurch- Dunedin cover 370km in 11 hours.

1879- Possible to travel 600km from Christchurch to Invercargill by train.

1880- Almost 1900km of railway open.

1886-Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company opens line to Longburn, near Palmerston
North, introducing gas lighting and dining cars.

1908-North Island main trunk line completed after 23 years work — the crowning
achievement of the “railway age”. First train carried MP’s on a junket to Auckland in August.
1923- West Coast Line opens — its Otira tunnel, at 8.55km the longest in the British Empire
and containing the nation’s first electric railway.

1930- Rotorua company introduced for tourists from Auckland, with observation car.

1936- First successful railcars, Wairarapa route.

1945- South Island main trunk from Christchurch to Picton completed.

1953- The length of railway line operating hits its all-time peak — 5656km. Christmas eve
crash at Tangiwai kills 151 rail passengers.

1955- Rimutaka tunnel opens, eclipsing Otiria as the longest at 8.8km and Nelson railway
closes.

1939-1971-Numerous country branch line closures across the country as steam era comes
to end and re-equipping lines with modern locomotives and updated infrastructure not
considered viable.

1962- Roll on roll off rail and vehicle ferry, GMV Aramoana begins service between Picton
and Wellington — the start of the Railways Department’s involvement in inter island ferry
services. A second ship, Aranui enters service shortly after.

GMV Aramoana on her first trip across Cook Strait in 1962.

1971- The last regular steam train in New Zealand.

1972- Arahanga, the first freight only ferry, joins the Cook Straight fleet. Two years later a
second freight ferry Aratika, begins service.

1978- Completion of the Kiamai tunnel signals more direct freight link between the Waikato
and Bay of Plenty.

1982- Railways corporation created as statutory corporation from Railways Department.
1983- Start of deregulation of “distance limits” on trucking companies opens railways to
road- based competition. Rail employs 21,000 workers.



1984- Electrification of the North Island main trunk starts. Completed in 1988 at a cost of
$250 million.

1986- Labour government makes railways a state — owned enterprise. In six years the
workforce is cut from 21,000 to 5000, while productivity of the land-based workforce is lifted
300%.

1990- Rail is restructured into a limited liability company, NZR.

1993- Government announces sale of NZR to a consortium of Wisconsin Central
Transportation Corp and Berkshire Partners (60% stake) and Fay Richwhite (40%) for
$328.3m.

1995- Company re-named Tranz Rail.

1996- Wisconsin Central and Fay Richwhite float 31 million shares to the public at $6.19 per
share.

1997- Tranz Rail share price peaks at $9 per share.

2003- Stock plunges towards 30c per share. Tranz Rail taken over on market by Toll.

2004- Government assumes ownership of national rail network and forms ONTRACK to run
it. National Rail Access Agreement ( NRAA ) with Toll comes into effect with Toll exclusive rail
operator and ONTRACK network provider.

2006-2014- Government funds a series of projects totalling $1.6 billion to modernise and
electrify Auckland’s commuter rail system. Passenger numbers soar in response to the
improved services.

An AM class Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) used in Auckland.

2008- The Government buys back Toll’s rail and ferry business for $665m, after several
months of negotiations. KiwiRail is formed as a single integrated above and below rail
business.

2008 — present day- Government funds projects totalling more than $900 million to
modernise Wellington’s commuter rail system and allow for longer, faster trains and more
services to meet growing commuter demand.

2009- Stradford — Okahukura (Tammaranui) line in Taranaki mothballed following
derailment.

2011- New DL freight locomotives introduced as part of a wider investment in new freight
rolling stock.
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ABOVE - DL Class locomotive and new rolling stock.

2012- Napier to Gisborne rail line mothballed after severe storm causes extensive damage
north of Wairoa.

2016- Kaikoura earthquake — main line devastated.

2017- Main North line reopened to limited freight services just 10 months after the
earthquake.

2018- Govt funding announced to enable the opening of the mothballed Napier to Wairoa
line.

WHY NO COAL DUMP??

There has been some comment regarding the coal storage capacity at the CMRCI Mining
Corporation coal mine near Hilltop. A look at the company’s prospectus will help enquirers
and prospective investors to understand the function of the mine and the product that it is
mining.

“During the operations of the Hilltop coal mine, which is now the location of the mining
Museum at Hilltop, a new coal seam was discovered. The seam was named 7C, being the
third seam discovered at level 7 of the mine. Seam 7C was soon found to be too shallow
(30-50 cm deep) to be mined with the technology of the time. It was left untouched for that
reason. It was, however, in some depth and noted to be “good quality coal”.

The Hilltop mine closed in the early 20" century.

Decades later, some geology students from Young University were doing an assignment on
an aspect of the geology of the mine and took samples, including some from seam 7C.

Analysis of the samples from seam 7C showed that it was a very hard high-grade anthracite
with a chemical composition of great interest to the chemicals industry. It is a primary
constituent of specifically valuable substances such as benzene, naphthalene, and other
hydrocarbons used in dyes, explosives, and fuels as well as coke for the steel industry.

The quality of seam 7C is such that investment in a project to recover the coal for sale to the
chemicals industry is invited.”

Subsequent investment by various miners and the chemicals industry saw the establishment

of The CMRCI Mining Corporation and further analysis of the geology and chemical
composition of seam 7C. Production commenced in 2024 and has proven profitable.
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Because the volume of production is relatively small (but valuable) the coal produced in the
mine is held in a large bunker at the mine site, before further washing, grading, analysis and
other processing at the site. This eliminates the need for an external coal dump.

COAL BUNKER

MICHAEL PORTILLO’S 200 YEARS OF RAILWAYS.

2026 is the 200" anniversary of railways in the UK (and in the world). The program
concentrates on the beginning of railways in the UK with the Stockton and Darlington
Railway and all that followed. It does not go very far into the modern era, although it does
show some intersting footage of the locomotives of all era’s that were assembled to mark the
anniversary. Worth a look, even if you are not intersted in the history or UK railways. Both
episodes are available on line or on SBS “On Demand”.

"I understand the chap next
= dooris keen on model trains."
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HISTORY CORNER

Branchline diesel loco 4808 in SRA NSW ‘Candy’ livery sits in the station yard at
Queanbeyan, NSW, April 2 1987.

The NSW Railways purchased 165 of these 48 class diesels from AE Goodwin of Auburn
between 1959 and 1970 making them the most numerous class of diesel locomotive
anywhere in Australia. Powered by six-cylinder Alco model 251B engines coupled with GE or
AEI generators and traction motors, they were used on all sorts of trains from regional
branch line goods to shunting, coal trains, grain trains and even mainline goods and
passenger trains.

The 48 class were delivered in four basic variants; Mk1 48s, 4801 to 4845, built between
1959 and 1962, had GE generators and traction motors and 500 gallon fuel tanks. Mk2 locos
4846 to 4885, built in 1964 and 1965 also had GE generators and 500 gallon fuel tanks but
were equipped with AEI traction motors. Mk3 locos 4886-48125, built between 1966 and
1968 kept the AEI traction motors but also got AEI generators and larger 700 gallon fuel
tanks. Finally, Mk4 locos 48126-165, built in 1969 and 1970 retained the technical specs of
the Mk3s. Because of the larger fuel tanks, Mk3 and Mk4 units weighed about 2.5 tons more
than the earlier locos.

The South Australian railways 830 class locos and the Silverton Tramway Company diesels
are almost identical to the first series of NSWR 48 class (with GE electrical equipment and
smaller fuel tank) even though they were built throughout the period 1959-1970 when the
NSWR had tweaked the design. Perhaps the main differences, were in cab fitout for local
conditions and that the Silverton and SAR locos operated on track gauges other than
standard gauge. All three Silverton locos started life as narrow gauge locos before being
transferred to standard gauge, and the SAR locos operated on all three South Australian
track gauges: narrow, standard and broad.

All up, across the three owners, there were 213 locos of these Alco DL531 model were built
nationwide. Whilst many 48s have now been withdrawn and scrapped, quite a few do
remain in service to this day. 4808 is however not one that has survived.

With thanks to Australian Rail Maps post on the subject.

13



By age 47, it became clear that Lester and
his parents had distinctly different ideas on
what it meant to grow up and become a
successful engineer.
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President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:
John Fuhrman, David Gorell, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston,
Andrew Lund, Bob Morton, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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