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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be held on Wednesday 5" November 2005 at 7.00pm.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 2025
1-2 Nov (Sat-Sun) Oberon Excursion
2 Nov (Sun) Hall Markets
4 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
5 Nov (Weds) Club meeting. Topic: TBA
8 Nov (Sat) Juniors Running Session
11 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
15 Nov (Sat) Florey School Fete
18 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
18 Nov (Tues) Men’s Shed Muster
19 Nov (Weds) Continuing work on Club layouts — Running night
25 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts




DECEMBER 2025

4 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
5 Dec (Weds) Club meeting — topic: TBA

9 Dec (Sat) Juniors running day

11 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
18 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
19 Dec (Weds) Club meeting — Running night

THE BULLETIN - January 2026

Please note that there will be no newsletter in
January due to holidays and reduced number of
meetings.

Future dates for your diary
7 December — Hall Markets

14 December — CMRCI Christmas Lunch

INDUSTRIAL CHAIN MESH FENCING By PeterA

| have been wrestling with the manufacture of industrial chain mesh fencing for various
industrial factories, etc on Baldwin Park I

Over the past few weeks, | have viewed countless YouTube videos on the subject and tried
most of them out, without a great deal of success. ldeas ranging from using nails, glider
clips, Evergreen strip or florists wire for posts to metallic wire mesh, cotton tuille and plastic
fly wire mesh.

The videos are very good and the directions would result in an excellent product, but being a
clumsy sod, | found their methods too time consuming, labour intensive and required a
degree of precision beyond my ability. Chain Link Fence (how to) - YouTube is an excellent
video of the type on the subject and leads into other similar videos.

Cutting short a long and frustrating saga, | finally came across an Australin Youtube video
on the subject. Episode 125 19 Chain Wire Fencing Made Easy - YouTube The author uses
a product readily available from Bunnings.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlRXK2Kz5tI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQ0FZ9C98Qk

It is Saxon brand wire mesh that comes in rolls of 2.5 m
long by 0.5m wide. The grids or individual squares are
25 mm square or about 7 scale feet square. The price at
Bunnings Majura was about $29.00 per role.

The product in the original wrapping available from
Bunnings

The method he describes is straight forward and easy to do. The first step is to cut a strip of
the wire from the roll to the length required.

A short length cut from the roll. Note that it needs straightening in places.



The next step is to cut the posts to length at the bottom. The length depends on the depth
that you have available to anchor the posts into the ground. Note that it is not usually
necessary to anchor every post. Every second post is normally sufficient.

If you intend to have the top of the posts protrude above the top rail and bent to represent
posts with barbed wire, now is the time to do it.

The strip cut to
length and with the
top of the posts
bent as required.

The final step is to secure a strip of mesh — in this case plastic fly wire mesh — to the posts
with super glue. Cut the mesh on the diagonal to represent the mesh used in 1:1 scale
fencing.



The almost finished product — needs some trimming.
This method has its advantages and some disadvantages:

Advantages.

Easy to construct using the above-mentioned product.

No soldering or messy super glue

Strong and durable structure.

HO scale (well, close enough)

Can be cut and used in any length up to 0.5m

Purchased finished products (such as that available from TEMU) are expensive and
rarely to scale or in the lengths required.

Disadvantages.
o Needs straightening as it comes off the roll.

o Not precisely to scale.
e Limited to 50cm lengths.

WILSONS FURNITURE

Cabinets it outs
Commercial ___

The finished fence installed at Wilson’s Furniture — A first attempt — hopefully will
improve.



If you are considering installing industrial fencing, this method of construction is worth
consideration.

VISIT TO CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

On Wednesday 22 February CMRCI too the Charlestown layout to The Children’s
Hospital.

The layout was in action in the foyer between wards and captured traffic moving
between and around them. Reaction from the children and parents was good.

The highlight of the day occurred when a bedridden young girl was wheeled from the
ward on her bed to the layout and was able to reach a controller and operate trains
herself.

Thanks to the CMRCI team that erected and managed the layout and particularly to
Pat who bought some of his Hornby trains to run on the layout. “A bit different to the
usual Thomas the Tank Engine regime” apparently.

A CMRCI team also displayed Charlestown at the Turner Primary School Fete on
Saturday 25™" October.
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"'s about time +he nerwork invested in some ned rolling stock "
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Is having a come and try open weekend

February 28 and March 12026 8am - 5pm

This is an open invitation to all model train enthusiasts who run DCC to run trains
on our 400m+ mainline layout.

Our club is within Dubbo Showgrounds.
Check out our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1334635574996932
Any enquiries, please contact

Micheal Armstrong hotelhellyer@bigpond.com




THE VICTOR HARBOUR HORSE TRAM

The South Australian Railways (SAR) reached Victor Harbor in 1864, when a pier adjacent
to the railway station was constructed. In 1867 the pier was extended to reach Granite
Island, the resulting link becoming known as a causeway, and a railway track was laid on it.
Although railway goods vehicles were routinely horse-hauled on this line, no passenger
service operated until 1894. By then, increasing numbers of visitors and holiday makers
were turning the causeway into a local attraction.

The SAR decided to utilise a surplus double-deck horse-drawn tram to offer a passenger
service. Subsequently, others followed.

The tramway is one of the very few horse-drawn tram routes remaining in public transit
service anywhere in the world. Up to three double-decker tramcars are each hauled by

a Clydesdale horse. The line is built to 5 ft 3 in (1,600 mm) broad gauge, as were many of
the early railways of South Australia.

ATEd 2 3

The }épiica tfams were built in 1;986,‘base‘d on the briginal design, but extendedr:by o
two windows and given extra headroom. 52 persons can be carried on each tram.
They weigh 4.8 tonnes each and use roller bearings to minimise rolling effort.

The trams are drawn by Clydesdale horses A working Clydesdale weighs between 800 to
1000kg but only needs to use 80kg of weight to start the tram .

Each of the six working horses share working shifts of four or five return trips each or
approximately two and a half to three hours after which they are given a feed of chaff and
grain then spend the time dozing under the pines or being petted by admirers.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australian_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horsecar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double-decker_tram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clydesdale_(breed)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5_ft_3_in_gauge_railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broad_gauge
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One of the trams, complete with motive p wer.
of the track, placed to give the horses a better grip.

The Tram is located on the shores of the city of Victor Harbor, South Australia, Australia.

A 3.1 km (1.9 mi) tramway links the city's visitor information centre with the nearby Granite
Island. Much of its route is over a 630-metre (2,070-foot) causeway.

The original service was closed in 1955 due to demolition of the old wharf and causeway.

The 150th jubilee of South Australia was celebrated in 1986, and a fund was established for
special projects to mark it. Reinstatement of the horse tramway was one such project.
Tracks were re-laid and the service recommenced on 14 June 1986. In the 1990s rubber
matting was installed on the causeway to assist the horses, of which there are 14 that each
rotate on two three-hour shifts (of 3—4 trips) per week. One tram normally operates; two at
busy times and at Easter, and three over the Christmas/New Year holiday period.

In 2019, operations of the tram were suspended on New Year's Day after a pylon broke off
the causeway and fell into the sea. After an urgent engineering assessment, major concerns
were raised over the ageing causeway's ability to support the weight of the tramcars, and
tram operations were again suspended on 23 January. The Horse Tram recommenced
operation on 23 June 2019.

Thanks to Wikipedia for portions of the text.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Harbor,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granite_Island_(South_Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granite_Island_(South_Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causeway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_Day

RAILWAY 2000 By RonG

What is Railway 2007?
The Stockton & Darlington Railway opened on September 27, 1825, connecting places,
people, communities and ideas and ultimately transforming the world.

Early this year, | wrote in one of the early 2025 Club BULLETINS about the major
celebrations to occur U.K.-wide to celebrate the 200" anniversary of the beginning of
railways in the U.K.

There are literally hundreds of events that have already taken place, or which will take place
right across the U.K. to celebrate this major achievement.

If you investigate the link at the top of this article, you may well be astounded at the way in
which communities and organisations right across the U.K. have supported their history and
railways in many and varied ways.

About Railway

200

2025 is the 200th anniversary of F 5
the birth of the modern railway. & e ! 2 U u v
Britain and the world changed
forever. Railway 200 celebrates 3 44
the past, present and future of \ /
rail.

Photo: Jack Baskett

To gain a flavour of how the whole U.K. nation has celebrated their railways in many and
varied ways, investigate: Latest news — Railway 200

Unless you have access to a magic carpet, you probably won'’t be able to travel to the U.K.
now to participate in some of the events. However, | noticed that two video series are to be
screened in the U.K. this year, and hopefully, we may get to see them and be able to trace
the railway evolution to a degree through them. They are:


https://railway200.co.uk/category/latest/

& External link

Channel 4 Documentary Series Celebrates 200 Years of
Train Travel

.17 September, 2025

In keeping with this year’s Railway 200 celebrations, two episodes of the new series spotlight

Britain’s pioneering early railway engineers: George and Robert Stephenson, and Isambard Kingdom
% Brunel.

& External link

200 Years of the Railways - Michael Portillo presents
two-part special and two new series
5 February, 2025

= BBC Daytime commissions two-part series: 200 Years of The Railways which will air on BBC Two
later this year.

Railway “flavoured” coin and stamp issues, podcasts, textile and art exhibitions, special
trains and railway trips amongst other events are happenings that we probably won’t be able
to experience, but look out for T.V. programs, books, possible DVD’s and other means of
sampling the pride, history and enthusiasm of everyone who has been and is celebrating this
momentous event which, of course, lead to us being able to enjoy our fabulous hobby!

See also https://railway200.co.uk/

All aboard!

N SCALE LAYOUT

In the October newsletter reference was made to the interest of members in the construction
of an N scale layout in the clubroom. Be advised that due to the donation of a top-quality N
scale layout of some size, that the planning and construction of the proposed layout in the
clubroom has been put on hold for the time being.
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gENTRAL CONTROL // WEVE GOT
OURSELVES A RUNAWAY




BALDWIN PARK II

If you have not been in the clubroom recently, you will have missed the slow but
steady development on the scenery on Baldwin Park Il. Thanks to all those who
have contributed so far and in the future, particularly Michael H and our road
builders Ron and JohnM.

Here are a few photographs to bring you up to speed with the developments.

Panoramic view of Baldwin Park Il (aka BP Il) Thanks to DavidG for the use of this
photograph.

As you can see from the above photo BPII is based on 3 main sections, formed in the shape
of an E. One of those sections was started by Tom Drury manufacturing and donating a
Railway Station. That station is now the centre of the village of Drury.

shortly and more vegetation and footpaths installed.



The village contains a memorial to our late Member George Watts. George was a strong
contributor to the Club for many years, and it was felt that a small memorial was warranted.
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The George Watts Memorial Park by MichaelH.

Adjacent to Drury village are the home paddocks of a cattle farm. Most of this farm is near
completion, but there still is work to be done.




The Farm showing the home paddocks (above). A new farmhouse is due soon
and when that is received, the final placement of building and fences will be
done.

A grain silo and a small cattle yard will be placed on the black area between
the road and the tracks.

The Friesians in the top right paddock on the other side of the tracks are on
adjistment from a dairy farm nearby.

The blue tape is temporarily on the tracks to protect them during scenery work
in that area.

Across the aisle from Drury village is a large livestock sales yard built by Lee O.

Lee’s magnificent livestock sale yards are awaiting installation. It will be a
busy site when operations commence.

While the scenery at Drury is being undertaken, work has commenced in other areas. A
crowded industrial area is under construction on the middle leg. Again, work on this area
has only just started and is far from finished.



‘. ¥

N % N S .. SN

Starting on the top left is the CMRCI Mining Corporation coal mine, then
Wilsons furniture and Morton’s Fancy Goods. On the other side of the road is
Tower Oilseeds and a large railway goods depot. The divider in the rear will
feature low relief buildings similar to Morton'’s.

What has not been shown is the roundhouse and turntable, plus Hilltop Village. Both
are well worth a mention, but as they have been in situ for some time, it is assumed
that most have seen them.

If you have an interest in scenery work, or just wish to contribute, get on board. The
scenery team could always use more hands.
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Pts’ eatles trainin action on Baldwin Prk 1l.



Ken displaying and running
some of his European locos
and rolling stock

ng his had at scenefy WOrk.
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:

John Fuhrman, David Gorell, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston,
Andrew Lund, Bob Morton, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@amail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info



http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com
http://www.cmrci.info/




