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NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be held on Wednesday 3™ November 2025 at 7.00pm.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2025

7 Dec (Sun) Charlestown at Hall Markets

2 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

3 Dec (Weds) Club meeting

9 Dec (Sat) Juniors running day

11 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

14 Dec (Sun) CMRCI Christmas lunch

16 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

17 Dec (Weds) Club meeting — Running night
JANUARY 2026

6 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

7 Jan (Weds ) Club meeting Topic: TBA




11 Jan (Sat) Juniors Running session

13 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

20 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

21 Jan(Weds) Continuing work on Club layouts — Running night
27 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

THE BULLETIN - January 2026

Please note that there will be no newsletter in January
due to holidays and reduced number of meetings.

CHRISTMAS CLOSE DOWN

Note that there will be no CMRCI meetings over the Christmas Period. The last
meeting for 2025 will be Wednesday 17" December and the first for 2026 will be
Tuesday 6 January.

UCHSK will be undergoing a lead paint removal process in the school buildings over
their Christmas break. If the process continues past 6th January, it is unlikely that
we will be permitted access to the premises. The Secretary will keep us informed by
email if that happens.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

At this time of the year, it is appropriate for some reflection. So, looking back over the past
year the Club continued to provide a service to our wider community with the exhibition of
“Charlestown” at Hall Markets, school and church fetes and for the children at Canberra
Hospital. We also promote Expo at Bunnings stores as well as supporting Bunnings itself on
the special days they run for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Easter. All of this is done by
our members volunteering their time at no cost for these organisations.

Baldwin Park Il is nearing completion with the bulk of the track and electrical work having
been completed with just some minor fine tuning to be completed. Work on completing the
layout scenery is ongoing.

Members are regularly running trains around the layout whilst work on the scenery is being
completed. Things seem to be on track for members to be able to run operations sessions.

The annual Expo still remains the one area where everyone works together with a common
goal. It continues to be our only real fund raiser, and again it proved a success in 2025.



The club continued opening the Club once a month on a Saturday morning for kids to come
in and run trains.

Mid-year a small group of members commenced a Thursday morning running session which
has proved popular amongst those who attend.

Recently a small group of members and their partners attended Oberon to view the work
being undertaken on the Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway.

The Mentor Program for students of UCHS Kaleen continues to operate some 14 years after
it commenced on 24 November 2011. The staff in the school's Enrich Program certainly do
and still report that they see a definite improvement in the students who participate.

My sincere thanks to the Club Committee and members for keeping the Club functioning.
Also, to the editorial staff (Peter & Ron) for their efforts in production of this bulletin monthly.

| would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Enjoy your
celebrations and remain safe in your travels over the holiday period.

My thanks for your support of our Club throughout the past year.

Herb Hobbs
President

ACT SHED MUSTER

On Tuesday, 18" November there was an ACT Shed Muster hosted jointly by AMSA
(Australian Men’s Shed Association) and the BCMS (Belconnen Community Men’s Shed). All
the local sheds in and around the ACT were invited. It was held at the Raider’s Club in
Kippax. About 70 people attended. Morning Tea and Lunch were provided.

CMRCI was the only one of the railway group sheds to attend — being represented by Herb
and Mal.

The theme of the day was Mental Health, and many subjects were presented throughout the
day. Our small team displayed our Zig-Zag setup. Along with this was representation from
RUOK, Guide Dogs, Hearing Australia, a Chemist, Prostate Cancer, and a few others.

Unfortunately, many of the sheds did not have displays on hand as to what they did.

At the beginning of the day was a small introduction by Gordon Cooper, the President of
BCMS, and he introduced Beth Gow, who represented AMSA. Each person who checked in
was given a raffle ticket, as several raffle prizes were on offer over the day.

The first presentation was from a lady from the ANU, and she is working with BCMS and an
ANU medical student in drafting a mental health survey to be conducted in BCMS over the
next few months. There are plans to maybe get this survey out to many of the other sheds
across the country.

The second presentation was from a lady about skin cancers and what her family went
through when her daughter got a bad melanoma and died at age 23.

The next presentation was by two members of the Federal Police giving a presentation on
Scams and how you can protect yourself.

Ladies from CRCS did not turn up, so a guy from RUOK gave a short presentation.



Next, Tom Drury and June turned up after he went to CMRCI. There was a short
presentation to Tom for turning 103 a few days before, and we all sang Happy Birthday to
him.
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Tom and Jean with Beth Gow from AMSA Herb during his speech
Next, Herb Hobbs did his short presentation to the gathering on what we do at CMRCI.

Next was a presentation by Rod Henderson, an ex-Army soldier, and his missions to East
Timor, Pakistan, PNG and Afghanistan. Rod currently works at the Australian War Memorial.
His story was extraordinary and he had everyone captivated. He has written a book called
‘Stop Screaming I'm Scared Too'.

Next was Dan Repicholi, a Labor Member of the House of Reps — Member for Hunter, and
Special Envoy for Men’s Health. He gave a great speech, and it was not a typical politician’s

< @ Dan Repacholi MP & s
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Met this legend last week at the ACT Men's Shed Health Muster.

Tom is 103 and still turns up every week to his Men's Shed and
loves being part of the Canberra Model Railway Club.

If 1 make it to 103, | hope I've got even half Tom's energy. What a
bloke.

one. His speech is on his website. .



All'in all, a wonderful day containing some very useful information.

From David Gorell, representing BCMS on the day.

OBERON TARANA HERITAGE RAILWAY. (OTHR)

On Saturday, 2 November members and associate members of CMRCI visited the
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway in Oberon NSW. The visit was organised by Noel
L.

Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway aims to restore the Oberon Tarana branch line
which is some 24.3kms long and was originally built between 1921-23. The first
meeting of what was to become the OTHR was held on the 7" February 2005.

The Railway intends to use two (former NSWGR) 73 class diesel hydraulic
locomotives and eventually a 36 class Steam locomotive. They will haul 1890’s
vintage end platform cars as tourist trains between Oberon Station and Hazelgrove.
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One of the 1890’s end platform cars currently serving as a dining car.

OTHR was successful in obtaining an Australian Tourism Development Program
grant in late 2005. With a matching grant from the Oberon Council, over two years
this funding enabled work on the refurbishment of the line to proceed without delay.



The original Oberon Branch Line operated under steam from 1923 until 1962, mostly
with 19 class locos. Diesels then took over, with the last freight service running in
1979, when operations were suspended. However, the line was never “officially”
closed and much of the infrastructure remains in place, although most sleepers need
replacement. The line is very scenic, rising over 330 metres from the Tarana Valley
to the Oberon Plateau. For part of this journey the line runs through an impressive
gorge where there are grades of 1:25.

OTHR has been concentrating on restoring the line and has not acquired a large
collection of rolling stock. However, a major acquisition in April 2010 were two 1897
American-style suburban carriages (see photo above), last used on the lllawarra
Line. These are on loan from the Rail Transport Museum at Thirlmere, and they form
a significant part of OTHR’s tourist carrying capacity. These carriages are in
extremely good condition.

The CMRCI group arrived at
Oberon station, were
welcomed by staff (all
volunteers) and ushered into
the dining car where a light
lunch was served.




Members at lunch in
the dining car.

After waiting out a rain squall, members walked to the Railway Workshop for an
extensive tour of the railways locomotive and rolling stock restoration program.



Danny Ieadmg the charge to the workshop with Noel in puru:t and everyone )
else trying to catch up.

Herb in consultation with Mark Langdon, the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Chief
Ganger, Chief Steam Engine Restorer, etc, etc. Mark is an excellent
communicator and gave an interesting and informative tour of the workshop.

There are two locomotives currently in the shed —a 73 Class and a 30 class steam
locomotive. The 73 class has almost completed a major service and will be back on
the rails in the very near future.



The 73 Iss Io w:te 30 cI;;lh the be;bkgrouhd. T co's (inaron
with a blue stripe) on the front bonnet sitting on the wagon are the future
colours of the Railway.

ntly under all that

e g
Rusty, dilapidated and unloved for many years, but appare
the loco is in running condition.
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One of the other major projects in the shed is this Composite First and Second
class Car, originally built in the 19% century. Restoration is slow, due to a
shortage of craftsmen. The car has a parcels section at the rear. It has
capacity for 16 first class and 14 second class passengers.

Track inspection and maintenance vehicles,
restored by the railway.

Both 73 class locomotives have an interesting history. The twenty members of the
73 class were built by Walkers Ltd in Maryborough, Queensland. Some of them,
including the two at OTHR were originally employed as narrow gauge (24 inches)
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locos on the sugar cane fields in Northern NSW and Queensland. Apparently, they
had an alarming habit of falling over on tight curves, but it happened so often that up
righting them (all 49 tonnes of them) was a routine operation. The OTHR locos then
went to Patricks Stevedores for work on the docks but proved to have inadequate
power. OTHR purchased them from Patricks in 2010.

The locos weigh 49 tonnes each and are equipped with a 4-stroke V8 turbocharged
diesel. 3089 travelled 2,473,000 km during its working life.

Auscision has produced an HO scale model of the 73 class.

The 38 Class steam loco was built by NSWGR and entered service in 1912 and
worked until 1973. 145 of these locos were built to operate on the Sydney
metropolitan area passenger services. After the electrification of the Sydney
metropolitan system, many of the 30 class were transferred to duties on country
branch line. 3089 was overhauled in 1966 and spent many years in storage until
obtained by OTHR.

Future plans for OTHR include further development of the heritage listed Oberon
Station. The Hazelgrove station precinct will be restored with picnic facilities for
tourists and rail travellers. A café building and ticket booth are currently under
construction.

12
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The consist currently in use for tourist traffic. A 73 class locomotive, a first
class carriage and a dining car.

OTHR is a small enterprise with about 250 members and a working core of about 12
members. They are doing a terrific job with their limited resources and deserve our
praise and support. They have a long way to go but are tackling it in in a business-
like and enthusiastic manner. GOOD LUCK TO THEM.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOM

Tom celebrated his 103™ birthday
recently and provided a cake for
members — which disappeared
quickly.

At 103 years of age, surely that
makes him the oldest model
railwayman in the world.

Well done Tom and
congratulations from all of us.

On a train from London to Manchester, an Australian was berating the Englishman sitting
across from him in the compartment.

"You English are too stuffy.
You set yourselves apart too much.
You think your stiff upper lip makes you above the rest of us.

Look at me... I'm ME! | have ltalian blood, Greek blood, a little Irish blood, and some
Aborigine blood. What do you say to that ?

"The Englishman replied, "Awfully sporting of your mother, old chap!"
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RAIL 200 - By RonG
Available at Newsagents NOW!

W04 $18.99

A

With little more than a month to go in 2025 (at time of typing this item), this “Collectors’ Special”
volume has shown up on the local news agency shelves, just in time to put aside for some
interesting Christmas reading.

The well-illustrated contents (available at an affordable $18.99) are arranged according to four
themes:

e Rail’s timeline (which commences with 16" Century wagonways used in
German mines)

¢ Iconic moments, including, of course, the Stockton and Darlington Railway in
1825, and of course including “Flying Scotsman” amongst others.

e Themes in time, including how railways spread world-wide, steam, the electric
era, and the digital revolution.

o Seven Wonders, which includes, amongst others, the Ribblehead viaduct, the
Channel Tunnel, and the Forth Bridge. (The author has had the good fortune
to experience two of these firsthand.)

For most of us who have not been able to participate in celebrating the 200™ year of railways
at their birthplace, this 228-page volume is the nearest we will get to discovering and
celebrating the great achievements of the railways that entrance us all.

15



LAYING TRACK WITH CONFIDENCE — A MODELLER’S INTRODUCTION
By PeterA with a little help from ChatGPT

There are few moments more satisfying in our hobby than seeing a locomotive glide
smoothly over freshly laid track. Whether you are building your first layout or refining a long-
running project, good trackwork is the foundation of reliable running. Without it, even the
finest locomotive will falter. With a little forethought and care, however, you can create a line
your trains will love.

Choosing the Right Track

Beginners are sometimes tempted by cheaper, second-hand track, yet this can be a false
economy. The condition of pre-owned rail is rarely guaranteed; you may inherit hidden
damage, corrosion or warping that will plague your trains for years to come. Nickel silver
track is the modern standard: it conducts electricity well and stays cleaner for longer. Brass
or steel alternatives may look inexpensive, but they tarnish rapidly and require far more
maintenance.

Think of your track as your railway’s permanent way. Invest at the outset, and you will reap
the benefits with smooth, trouble-free running far into the future.

Planning Before Pinning

Track-laying is not a race. The most reliable layouts begin with measured planning. Sketch

ideas, revise them, then revise them again. Ask yourself what you want from the railway: a

busy shunting yard, a scenic branch line or a mainline express dash? Every curve, turnout

and siding should have a purpose. When in doubt, simplify. It is far better to build a modest,
workable design than a sprawling jumble of dreams.

Mind the Summer Heat!

Real railways expand in hot weather, and so does our model track. If your layout space
warms up during spring and summer, leave small expansion gaps between adjoining rails. A
tight, continuous line may look neat at first, but as temperatures rise, rails can buckle,
creating unsightly kinks and unreliable running. A fraction of a millimetre left at each joint will
save major headaches later.

Power: More Is Better

A common misconception is that track joiners will reliably pass power throughout the system.
They can, but they do not always. Over time, their grip weakens and oxidation creeps in.
Whether you operate analogue or DCC control, feed power to the track through droppers at
regular intervals. For DCC in particular, one dropper per individual track section is ideal.
Copper wire offers far lower resistance than rail, ensuring every locomotive receives clean,
consistent current.

Cleaning: Gentle but Regular

It is tempting to attack dirty track with sandpaper. Resist the urge. The surface may shine at
first, but microscopic scratches attract more grime, encouraging unreliable running. A proper
track rubber, such as the one produced by PECO, removes dirt with minimal abrasion. Do
not forget the rest of the system either: locomotive wheels and rolling stock collect dust,
fibres and oily residue that will simply transfer back onto the rails if left untouched.

A Good Foundation

Even the best track cannot perform on a poor base. Never lay rails directly onto carpet. Dust,
fibres and uneven surfaces are the enemies of smooth running. A solid baseboard—plywood
or MDF—is essential. Add cork or foam underlay if you wish for quieter running and a
prototypical ballast profile.
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The Spirit of the Hobby

Finally, embrace the most valuable wisdom of all: the railway is yours. Advice from fellow
enthusiasts is helpful and often well-meant, but creativity is the heart of the hobby. Some
modellers pursue strict realism; others prefer whimsy and invention. There is room for every
approach. Build what brings you satisfaction, and you will have created something truly
special.

Whether your dream is a sleepy station on a misty moor or a thunderous express cutting
through suburban scenery, well-laid track is the key that unlocks the railway of your
imagination. Take your time, make careful choices and enjoy the journey of construction.
Your trains certainly will.

The core of this article was provided by Sams Trains, a Youtube video. Thanks
Sam.

SEEN BY HARDY IN SPAIN/PORTUGAL

Model of a local fortress, seen by HardyP between Merida, Spain and Evora in
Portugal.

Hardy says “It was Fort of Grace or Fort de Santa Luzia and the model was made
with matches, 89,000 plus of them. The design is geometric, and the Fort itself was
built in the 1760s so quite young in comparison to many of the other amazing
structures in this part of the world.”
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HELP!
CMRCI took Charlestown to the Florey Primary School Fete on Saturday15 November. The
Fete was large, well organised and very well attended. Consequently, Charlestown received
a lot of attention. The opportunity was taken to hand out flyers for the 2026 Expo and to talk
to patrons about the show, the layout and the hobby generally. Our presence was very well
received, and we generated considerable interest in the Expo and goodwill from the school
and the public.

That’s the upside. The downside is that only 3 CMRCI members took the time to come to
the Expo and man Charlestown. Fortunately, two of those present were able bodied and
with a bit of assistance from bystanders were able to set up and take down the layout. The
layout was manned throughout the day, which placed an undue strain on the members
present.

These promotional events are interesting and a lot of fun. Interaction with the community is
very useful and rewarding. If you have not supported the club at one of these public events,
do consider it. Your help would be gratefully received.

Groucho Marx might have commented, "l don't know what's costing
me more - spending too many late nights in the shed working on
trains or not spending nearly enough late nights in the shed working
on trains!"
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A CHILDRENS RAILWAY POEM - By DavidG

OOGIE GOOIE
Ooie Gooie was a worm
A little worm was he
He sat upon the railway track
A train he did not see

Oo Oo Choo Choo

Oh Ooie Gooie
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:
John Fuhrman, David Gorell, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston,

Andrew Lund, Bob Morton, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@amail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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