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LAST MEETING

Thanks to Dr Rob Reid for his session on “ Collapsed Persons — Emergency
Response” on Wednesday1st October. The session was interesting, practical and
useful. The audience posed many questions on the subject in a lively discussion.

Good one.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

OCTOBER 2025

1 Oct (Weds) Club meeting — topic: First Aid — Dr Robert
Reid

7 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

11 Oct (Sat) Juniors running session

14 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

21 Oct (Weds) Club meeting — Running night

22 Oct (Thurs) Canberra Children’s Hospital 1330 - 1600

25 Oct (Sat) Turner School Fete

29 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts




NOVEMBER 2025

1-2 Nov (Sat-Sun)

Oberon Excursion

2 Nov (Sun)

Hall Markets

4 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

5 Nov (Weds)

Club meeting. Topic: TBA

8 Nov (Sat)

Juniors Running Session

11 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

15 Nov (Sat)

Florey School Fete

18 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

18 Nov (Tues)

Men’s Shed Muster

19 Nov (Weds)

Continuing work on Club layouts — Running
night

25 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

Future dates for your diary
7 December — Hall Markets

14 December — CMRCI Christmas Lunch

THE GOULBURN MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 2025

One way of describing the Goulburn Model Railway Expo is BIG! The exhibition comfortably
filled two large halls with exhibitors, traders and modelling clinics. Space between the
exhibits and stall was generous and allowed for free movement of patrons around the
exhibits. The space allowed for individual exhibits was also good.

One small part of one f he two halls.

The organisation of the Expo was well done. We arrived to find our space was clearly
marked, accessible and well placed. Announcements for exhibitors and traders were clear
and useful. Alight lunch was provided.

The organisers estimated that nearly 3,000 paying patrons passed through the doors. In my
opinion, it is possible that numbers might have been higher if the pre-exhibition publicity was
more widespread.
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Setting up Mc Evoy Jun;tion

Set up
and
ready
to go.



The CMRCI exhibit, McEvoy Junction, attracted a gratifying amount of attention. Apart from
the continuous movement of a variety of trains, the moving truck at the quarry and the
skateboarder and cyclist tirelessly pedalling around (actually, in) the lake attracted more
attention than the trains.

The CMRCI team made a deliberate attempt to engage visitors. One or two of us were at
the front of the layout and chatted with visitors about the layout, our next Expo and the hobby
generally. Flyers for the 2026 Expo were distributed. Many visitors to the exhibition said that
they attend ours every year.

The number of layouts on display was very interesting ranging from T scale (1:450) to O
scale (1: 48).

A very few of the many layouts on display:

A couple of Japanese layouts
on display. It must have
been a very good year for
Cherry Blossoms.



One of the most interesting trains displaed on our Iayut was Paul’s ong oist of
detailed concrete sewage pipes.

Mal diligently interviewed dozens of the more interesting layouts to establish their interest
and availability for our Expo. Regretfully some of the larger exhibits are so large that it is
unlikely that we could find room for them. One of particular interest is the Epping MRC'’s port
layout. It is a much larger version of the port area that will be part of Baldwin Park II. .

The layout included a wharf scene with shipping railway yards and railway traffic, plus
ancillary buildings, many of a considerable size. Some photos of the layout are below. Well
done, Epping MRC.



Showng the surrounding railway yards and industrial area. Note the size of the
buildings with their dedicated sidings.



One of the large buildings on the Epping MRC layout. A lot of work went into this |
structure.

The team operating McEvoy Junction throughout the show deserve our thanks. A number of
other club members attended the exhibition and enjoyed it. If you missed out, make a point
of going next year. It's only 100Km up the road.

The following info was in part of a Model Railroader electronic newsletter in my
emails tonight.
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Q: Iwould like to feature modern automobiles on my currently under construction layout.
Is there a manufacturer that makes vehicles from the late 1990s to modern day? If not, is
there any way to make them? — Jake, via email

A: You didn’t specify your modelling scale, Jake, but there are multiple sources for modern
vehicles in N and HO scales. Some brands you’ll want to check for 1:87.1 offerings
include Athearn, Atlas Model Railroad Co., Brekina, Busch, Classic Metal Works, Diecast
Masters, First Gear, Herpa, Iconic Replicas, Minichamps, PCX87, Promotex, Rapido
Trains, Showcase Miniatures, Tonkin, Wm. K. Walthers Inc., Wiking, and Woodland
Scenics.



For contemporary 1:160 vehicles, check out products from Atlas, Diecast Masters, Iconic
Replicas, Oxford Diecast, Rapido Trains, Showcase Miniatures, and Wiking, among
others.

In addition to the manufacturers listed above, do an internet search for smaller
companies that offer 3D-printed, die-cast metal, and resin vehicle kits. And don’t forget
online auction websites, as some smaller companies use them as their storefront.

Even if your layout is set in the modern era, it’s OK to have some older vehicles on your
model railroad. During the warmer months in Wisconsin, we often see older cars on the
road. If you’re modelling a downtown district, for example, you could have a group of
classic vehicles gathered together as part of a car show scene.

For additional inspiration, check outBuilding Vehicles for Model Railroads by Jeff
Wilson (Kalmbach Books, 2018). Among the topics covered in the 98-page book include
plastic, metal, and resin kits; converting toys to scale models; and truck loads. Though
the book is out of print, you can find it at model railroad swap meets and used book
dealers.
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N SCALE LAYOUT

There are a number of members who are keen to build an Nscale layout in the
clubroom. A proposed track plan is below. The overall size is 78.7 inches or 1.9999
cm (or 2m near enough) long by 34.07inches deep (or 86.53cm).
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https://shop.trains.com/search?options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=Jeff+Wilson&filter.p.product_type=
https://shop.trains.com/search?options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=Jeff+Wilson&filter.p.product_type=

The concept is passenger traffic on the outside double track (green) and commercial or
goods traffic on the inside (blue) tracks. The track plan is not fixed and can be changed for
good reasons.

No theme is designated at this stage, just open and not cluttered.

The proposal includes hinging the layout to the wall (roughly where the whiteboard is now)
in such a way that it can be raised and lowered as required in the space where the bench is
at the moment.

The team involved in this proposal wishes to find out:

1 Who has Nscale locos and rolling stock?

1 If so, would you be prepared to get involved in the project?

1  What comments/thoughts/ideas do you have on the proposed track plan.
Please respond with your comments and ideas to Lee O’Neill at

brightviewangus@bigpond.com

with a copy to Terry Smith at

terrencejsmith5@gmail.com

FOR OUR GARDENERS
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MODEL RAILWAY LAYOUTS WITH “WOW”

Vignette: V ing n e t $mall impressionistic scene, an il l ustration, a des
a short essay, a fiction or nonfiction work focu
i mpression about an idea, character, setting, mo
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A panoramic view of Rippemback - it didn’t all fit in the camera viewfinder!

Thursday 25" September 2025: With paper maps by my side (my car doesn’t have a GPS
guidance system), and a reasonable sense of where | was going, | eventually found my
destination and the owners new layout room.

The couple graciously invited all interested Club members to an “Open House” viewing of
their new, impressive, but yet to be completed model railway layout, named Rippemback. |
had been looking forward to the chance to see in person what | had previously only seen in
progress photos. It was worth the wait!

A great deal of planning had obviously been applied to this new layout, and the long trains,
with sound-equipped locomotives, moving through the scenery at realistic speeds.
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Whilst others may focus reports on operations on this layout, | was particularly taken by the
scenery, with inspiration for the rockwork coming from the owners’ personal experience in
viewing the mountains of Colorado in the USA.

Whilst | am certain that | missed some interesting scenic features, the following caught my
eye:

Queen Elizabeth (or a pale imitation of her — sorry!) waving to passers-by at a
retaining wall beside the track.

A small herd of Bison awaiting the installation of scenic grass to feed upon. (Who
doesn’t have a Bison herd on their home layout?)

The extensive winery, with vines covering the hillsides. Ask a silly question: “What
varieties are they?” Answer: “RED!”
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A wired-up sub-station ensuring a reliable power supply to the railway buildings (left),
and

“Elephant Rock” transported from Sri Lanka for scenic interest (right).

When it is your own model railway layout, you don’t have to
account to ANYBODY in relation to what does or doesn’t
appear on the layout. You are free to do as you please.
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The dinosaur (left) has friends amongst the impressive rockwork. The well-vegetated
hillside (right) has some good viewing points if you are prepared to make the climb.

Obviously, amongst the cliff faces there is a Rock Concert in progress. A sign to the
left of the stage advertises for a high-profile long-haired performer — perhaps for a
later concert?

A clear mountain stream has large fish just waiting to be caught — but only by the fly-
fishing technique!

MANY THANKS TO THE CREATORS OF THIS LAYOUT FOR YOUR WARM WELCOME
AND HOSPITALITY. ALAYOUT TO BE ENJOYED.
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MANILDRA STARCHES

e
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Watching the development of private railway companies, Pacific National, Aurizon,
SCT Logistics, etc, etc since the demise of the State systems is very interesting.
Most are continuing to expand, including the Manildra Group (producer of ethanol,
glucose, meat processing, starch).

Manildra have just invested another $220 million In 17 EMD GT48C-C Gen Il
locomotives and 385 wagons. The latter consist of 222 aluminium bodied wagons for
grain transport,103 container wagons and 60 new wagons for flour distribution.

Each wagon is equipped with
electronic braking automatic parking
brakes, steering bogies to minimise
wheel squeal and other noise

ficet of adaitianal 10(

5, 222 2re for : anotn

B { our products ir

* waxILORA GROUP

"‘ 1 MSTRAR DWNED

suppressing technology.
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information. The article (since

14



modified) originally appeared in the groupsi Shoal haven Starches

News!| eWitmetrer 2025. 0

Engineers discover the root of the issue with
the communications system between train
drivers and signallers
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HISTORY CORNER

THE FIRST ELECTRIC TRAINS IN NSW - 1926

By the turn of the twentieth century, Sydney’s train network was under increasing pressure
from an expanding suburbia, growing patronage, slow trains and a central terminal that was
isolated from the city centre that it served.

To revitalise the network and meet the needs of the growing city the railway needed to be
extended through the city; the central terminal had to be relocated; and the entire network
electrified.

This work was the single most significant event in the history of the Sydney rail system. It
transformed the commuter experience and changed the face of the city.

During the 1920s, Dr John J.C. Bradfield developed his visionary plan to provide Sydney with
a world-class electric railway system.
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The first electric trains commenced running on the lllawarra Line in June 1926 and the city
underground system was opened to St James and Museum Stations in December of that
year.

| NSW Railways - Past and Present - Join
Derek Woodlands - 3 November 2024 - 3

A view from Platform 23 at Central Station of the first red electric train on its return journey from St
James Station. The photo is marked 1st October 1926, but it may have been on the 9th of December
1926. | have seen other photos of the "first train” with the latter date.

Note there were only two tracks built at that time, the others were still under construction.
Records NSW.

On 19 March 1932, the Harbour Bridge was opened, connecting the North Shore Line to
Wynyard Station.

In 1956, the Circular Quay station opened completing the City Circle, and the Eastern
Suburbs railway was opened through to Bondi Junction in June 1979.

And if you wanted a “cuppa” or an ice cream or a pie in 1948 these ladies could sell you one.
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Central Railway Station, Sydney - mobile buffet service, 9 Apr 1948. Digital ID

Thanks to Derek Woodlands and “the Dictionary of Sydney” for material used in this
article.

A pessimist doesn’t see a light in the tunnel.
An optimist sees a light in the tunnel.
A realist sees a train in the tunnel.

The engine driver sees three idiots standing on the tracks in a tunnel.
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President: Her b Hobbs
Secretary:Chr i s Nei |
Treasurer:Phi | Young

Committee Members:

John Fuhr man, David Gorell |,
Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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