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NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom on
Wednesday 6" August 2025. The topic will be announced shortly.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

AUGUST 2025
3 Aug. (Sun) Hall Markets
5 Aug. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
6 Aug. (Wed) Club Meeting 7:30pm Topic: TBA
9 Aug. (Sat) Juniors running day
12 Aug. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
19 Aug. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
20 Aug. (Wed) Annual General Meeting 7:30pm
26 Aug. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
30t Aug. (Sat) Exhibiting “McEvoy Junction” at
315t Aug. (Sun) Goulburn Model EXPO

FROM THE SECRETARY:

CMRCI will hold its Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 20 August in the Kaleen club
room. The meeting will commence at 7:30 pm.



The meeting will decide a number of important issues in the running of the club. A new
committee will be elected, and annual fees for the following year will be decided. A notification
to all members, including a nomination form for committee membership, will be forwarded in
the week of 15 July.

There are four executive positions on the club management committee, supplemented by
normal committee members. The executive position are President, Vice-president, Secretary
and Treasurer. Financial members may nominate for any of the positions if they wish. Voting
at the AGM also requires a member to have paid their annual membership fee ($60) which fell
due on 1 July 2025.

The Treasurer can accept membership fees in cash or by card.

SEPTEMBER 2025

2 Sept. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
3 Sept. (Wed) Club Meeting 7:30pm Topic TBA
9 Sept. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
13 Sept. (Sat) Juniors running day

16 Sept. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
17 Sept. (Wed) Running night 7:30pm

23 Sept. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
30 Sept. (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

ACCIDENT




MODELLING A NSW GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACCIDENT TRAIN

A modelling project over a long timeframe (too long!) Ron G.

After a Railway career firing and driving locomotives in NSW, my dad took up his first job as a
Chargeman in charge of the loco depot at Harden in 1957. He was only at Harden for about
18 months before being moved to a higher-grade position at Werris Creek. During his time at
Harden, on a day when he was not on duty, large goods loco (I think 57 class) derailed north
of Harden and dad had to go to the site to assist with the loco’s recovery. It would not have
been an easy task, as the loco itself would have weighed something like 226 + tons!

Model of a 57 class (Mountain class) goods locomotive. Only one example of the class remains,
and that is 5711 on static display at Valley Heights Heritage Loco Museum in the NSW Blue
Mountains.

| don’t know which breakdown cranes would have been moved to the site to assist with the
task, but both Goulburn and Junee would have had large cranes suitable for the job.
Unfortunately, | was in Armidale NSW undertaking training, so | was too far away to watch the
recovery task. | think that this incident may have been part of the impetus for my later interest
in modelling breakdown cranes and their trains.

It all started when | purchased a Tichy Trains breakdown crane, fully assembled and painted,
at a Canberra Model Railway Club model railway EXPO some years ago (in fact, many years
ago!). | had been looking at breakdown cranes prior to that purchase, with the idea of
modifying something available into something “near enough” for the purpose. The Tichy crane
was just what | was looking for, as it didn’t require much modification.
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$40 was one of those bargains that you hear that other modelers obtained.

The Tichy crane and the boom truck. Several items to note: The rope rigging for the crane has
been cut to allow the boom to sit lower on the support structure, and the “lifting junk” is yet to
be loaded onto the tray of the wagon.

I had slowly accumulated rolling stock to become part of a dedicated Accident Train — some
“Ways and Works” 4-wheel “S” wagons, a van that could carry the crew’s equipment, and so
on. Then the Club arranged an excursion to Junee Roundhouse on 25" September in 1916,
and | discovered a preserved breakdown crane AND its boom-support bogie wagon. Many
photographs were taken and the project moved along faster.

The Junee breakdown train
boom support truck, showing
assorted lifting gear, and the

breakdown crew
accommodation car behind it.




In addition to the crane and the boom support truck, there was a crew wagon and a bogie
water gin for the accident train. The boom support truck was constructed from a Casula
Hobbies kit, and the boom support was constructed using details and approximate
measurements from photos and advice from fellow Club member John W. Painted up, it
doesn’t look too bad. A “spreader bar” like one in a photo, plus lifting gear and other accident
scene equipment were gradually acquired from hobby shops and Exhibition dealers.

Photo of the spreader bar on the Junee crane boom support wagon. The enlargement allowed
dimensions to be calculated for scratch-building of a model spreader bar.

A photograph of the fabricated
styrene spreader bar with
dimensions estimated from the
photo of the real item.

The bins and other storage structures for the boom truck were scratch built from details in
photos. Fiddly, but satisfying when completed.
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[Left]. The real bins photographed at Junee Roundhouse. [Right] Scratch-built bins on boom
support wagon.

There was a great deal of hesitation over the next step. | realized that the crane boom had
been rigged in a position where it was too high to travel under bridges and through tunnels,
and it needed to be positioned lower. To achieve this, the beautifully rigged thread for lifting
the boom and the hook had to be cut! | located a threading diagram from Tichy instructions,
and several photos of the rigging were taken before the fateful day when scissors severed the
rigging, and the boom could be lowered. Replacement threading is yet to be installed.

Fortunately, the Tichy company
has a great web site that includes
instructions for its various Kkits.

See: www.tichytraingroup.com

This step will need to be faced to
complete the crane project.

Perhaps tomorrow?

Diagram on right: Threading
diagram for the Tichy crane.

Now | recently had one of those birthdays where you realise that you are getting a little long
in the tooth, and my wife gave me a newly published book from ARHS NSW bookshop entitled
“Railways to the Riverina 1855-1886". | spent part of my life living in or visiting locations in the
Riverina district, and the title interested me. At the time that | ordered the book, | also ordered
“The Steam Cranes, Modelling the accident cranes, crane locomotives, and steam workshop
cranes of the New South Wales Railways” by lan Black ($25 cost plus postage).
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The book contains information and photographs of many types of railway cranes, but the
section that | found most helpful was on and around page 59, where it lists wagons that could
have been part of a breakdown train consist. It also makes a distinction between early-stage
trains (with 4-wheel wagons that ran at slower speed) and later consists, with bogie vehicles
capable of reaching an accident site at faster speeds.

At Junee, we saw a GrainCorp 48 Class loco beside a MOW bogie water gin that could
be used with the breakdown train. The Casula Hobbies kit will make up a replica of this wagon.

As | am modelling the later era, | need to build the Casula Hobbies bogie water gin kit
that | have had in my cupboard for over a decade, and | will need to source a bogie open



wagon such as the Casula HGM that is illustrated on page 59 of the book. There is still plenty
to do to complete my breakdown train.

@
! SILVERMAZ MODELS

¥ HGM/HGX - NOGH/NOGX Not long after writing the above
CRENRACON: paragraph, a package arrived from

Casula Hobbies (packed by Joe
himself), containing a Casula
“Silvermaz” styrene kit to make up
into a bogie open wagon for the
breakdown train. Decals were also
ordered. | intend to paint the wagon
in an appropriate shade of
weathered grey or black.

At least | now know how | will be
spending my hobby time!

| have several older-type guards’ vans, so one will be selected for the end of the train.

Lastly, a decision will need to be made about which model locomotive will be selected to pull
the breakdown train. Photographs have recorded a variety of diesel locos used on breakdown
trains, but | am inclined towards a 48class loco as they can be used on mainline and branch
line duties due to their lower axle weight. | am reminded that when the call comes in for the
accident/breakdown train to go to a job, the people in charge take whatever locos and wagons
are on hand at the time, so the train vehicle consist can change from job to job. That makes a
modeler’s decision on what to include much easier. Take whatever is on hand that will do the
job!

An early Austrains model of a
NSW Railways “S” truck that
could be used in an early era
breakdown train with a more
restricted speed than for
modern era trains.

This example was purchased
new at a CMRCI EXPO at the
Hockey Centre in Lyneham
when Austrains had them as an
“EXPO Special” of $5 each!




With the guidance provided by lan Black’s well-illustrated book, | am now in a position to put
together a bogie-wagon consist that should produce an acceptable breakdown train of my
own. It should look good on the Club’s new “Baldwin Park II” clubroom layout.

- « « and whilst
we are on the
“accident”
theme ...

"Stan, are you sure this is going to work?"



Perth Holiday and Trip on the Indian Pacific.
[David G.]

Part 2: Kalgoorlie to Sydney
[ Part 1 of this adventure was published in the March 2025 Club BULLETIN ]

Day 11 — | had a comfortable night’s sleep, but the constant movement of the train kept me
awake on a couple of occasions.

West of Cook on the Nullarbor Plain

Some light refreshments were on offer in the Lounge car that morning as a brunch instead of
breakfast, as we had crossed over the border between WA and SA. For this, we lost 2 %2 hours
due to the time differences. Later that morning, the train stopped for a while at Cook, a quaint
little township in the middle of nowhere, where we were invited to step off the train and have
a wander round and view the sights, and maybe the train / loco.

Every time we got off and on the train, each person was noted on a sheet of paper, so they
knew who had stepped off, and then that all of those who left were back on the train.

Our locomotive at Cook



A view along the length of the carriages

After reboarding the train, we returned to the lounge car and continued mingling, then another
wonderful lunch, and some entertainment in the form of a young man singing some songs,
and still viewing the landscape which became more hilly in the late afternoon. This was
followed by another great evening meal, and an early night to bed.

Day 12 started with an early breakfast, followed by a selection of tours on buses around
Adelaide. We chose a “city sights” tour followed by a very nice morning tea at the Adelaide
Oval, before heading back to the train.

Exterior view of Adelaide Oval



Adelaide Oval

When we got back to the railway station, there were extra people waiting to get on board.
Some extra carriages were added on, and a second locomotive. We had to backtrack north,
until the railway line headed east. So, our carriages were going in the opposite direction to
what we had been used to.

Near the northern end of the two gulfs north of Adelaide

Back on the train, we had another well-prepared lunch, followed by some entertainment in
the form of a young man singing some songs. Later in the afternoon, a form of bingo was
played, being led by a man with a beard and dressed in drag. He was very funny, and a bit
risqué, but it was entertaining.

Bingo — Indian Pacific Style



Later we had the evening meal, and we had moved across the border into NSW and Broken
Hill. The tracks needed some work, as the train moved around more. Through the night, we
moved across NSW, travelling easterly. | slept better that night, getting used to the train.

Day 13 started again with an early breakfast, as we were having another off-train excursion
round Katoomba. We were off the train for about 3 hours, but the Indian Pacific headed straight
for Central Station in Sydney, as it has only a couple of hours turnaround before heading back
to Perth. We would be catching an Inter-City train into Central.

Our time in Katoomba included a guided bus tour of parts of Katoomba, then stopping for the
steep railway, the Skyway and viewing the sights, followed by a wonderful lunch nearby.

The famed Three Sisters rock formation.

After lunch, we headed back to the railway station and waited for our train to arrive. It was a
two-hour journey into Central. On the way into Central, we passed the Indian Pacific on its
return trip to Perth. When we arrived at Central, all our luggage had been placed on the
platform for collection.

We hailed a cab to take us a few blocks into the CBD, where we stayed with Julie’s two sisters
for the night, rather than getting onto a bus for the trip home at that stage.

Day 14 — Our bus trip home from Sydney to Canberra. We caught a bus at Central Station
and only went 10 minutes down the road. The bus pulled over, and the driver informed us that
the bus was overheating, and another bus was on its way. We were in McEvoy Street in
Alexandria. The other bus arrived, the luggage was transferred, and we all hopped on the new
bus. an uneventful trip after that. When we got home, we hailed a cab and took the short ride
home after a generally wonderful holiday.



THE INDIAN PACIFIC IN NUMBERS

878m (Includes Two Locomotives And 35
Average Length Of Train Carriages)

Average Weight Of Train 1,710 Tonnes

Length Of Track 4,352km

Length Of Journey 65 Hours Sydney To Perth — 4,352 Km

Average Speed Of Train 85km/Hr (Max Speed 115km/Hr)

Symbol The Wedge-Tail Eagle, Australia's Largest Bird Of|
Prey. Its Massive Two-Metre Wingspan
Symbolises The Epic Journey Spanning The
Continent.

Average Number Of

Carriages 35 Carriages Including Guest Carriages, Crew

Quarters, Restaurants, Lounges, Luggage Vans
and Power Vans.

Note: Our train had one locomotive and 27 carriages from Perth to Adelaide. A second
locomotive was added at Adelaide, with the addition of some extra carriages for some
additional passengers to go from Adelaide to Sydney.

Overall, | found the train trip the most interesting. | was not bored, as there was always
something to see and the company was marvellous. The cabin was a little small, but it was
OK. Most of the time was spent in the lounge car. The off-train experiences were very well
received.

The Margaret River experience, including Rottnest was well organized and worth it. The men
driving the buses were informative and knew what they were doing and made the whole trip
worthwhile. Rottnest was OK, | am glad we went. The bus trip round the island was very
interesting, but the afternoon dragged on. We didn’t get back to the hotel till after 7 pm, and
we had to repack our bags, as we could only take a small quantity of belongings into our cabin
on the train.

Our five days in Perth were a bit disappointing. The car did not have Satnav, and we could
have planned our time better. @)



When it all
CoOMmes
unstuck!

One of the students in the Mentor Program run by CMRCI volunteers recently made a great
first attempt at spray painting two bogie open wagons in an attractive blue colour. The wagons
were not modelling any particular railway system, so the blue shade wasn’t prototypical.

One of the blue bogie open wagons with coupler fitted.

It helped that the school possesses a great, well-lit fume cupboard with a strong exhaust
system that we are allowed to use. The paint source was a Bunnings “rattle can” and it wasn't
all that difficult for the teenager to use.

One of the wagons needed an epoxy filler to be used to fit an over-size bolster hole, but after
curing, that material drilled out well and bogies could be installed. Styrene pads had been cut
and glued into place for coupler installation prior to the wagon being painted.

The problem arose when a test fit was carried out for coupler height, and the coupler knuckle
was a whole knuckle height higher on the wagon than it needed to be. What to do?



Two methods of lowering the coupler knuckle were investigated:

o Lower the coupler by installing another, slightly thicker styrene mounting pad
for the coupler body fitting; and/or

e Fitting a Kadee coupler (the brand that we normally use) which had the knuckle
part mounted below the shank — the supporting horizontal arm is known as an
overset shank (see photo below):

#25 HO Scale 20-Series Plastic Couplers
with Gearboxes - Short (1/4") Overset
Shank

Note that the
coupler shank or
shaft is mounted

HIGHER than

half the coupler
knuckle (on the
left)

WE actually used a combination of both methods, as the styrene pad showed that it would
lower the knuckle of the coupler by half a knuckle height when installed. The use of a Kadee
No. 25 coupler lowered the height again, this time by another half knuckle height, thus giving
a combined lowering of a full knuckle height.

| hadn’t used the Undershot/overshot Kadee couplers before, but their use, plus the extra
depth of mounting pad, solved the problem.

The Kadee height gauge is an ESSENTIAL tool for helping model railway modelers to have
their wagons and carriages coupling firmly and staying coupled during running.

A Kadee coupler height gauge.

There are two other instances where couplers cannot function as effectively as we might wish.
One instance is where coupler knuckles on wagons are too low and fail to mesh well with
other wagons. Again, the Kadee coupler height gauge is an essential tool when trying to
resolve this problem.



In this case, several stock wagons had couplers that had the knuckle sitting too low when
tested with the Kadee gauge. We could have used Kadee couplers with an underset shank,
such as the Kadee #147 — see illustration:

250" |

1 056
| < 9/32" |

#147 HO Scale 140-Series (231 ]
Whisker® Metal Couplers
with Gearboxes - Medium \

(9/32") underset Shank

In the above illustrations of a Kadee coupler with an UNDERSET shank or shaft, the
shank is mounted LOWER than part of the coupler knuckle.

OR, we could have raised the height of the wagon by using washers above the bogie frame
where it is attached to the body bolster. Be careful using this method, as too many washers
can cause the wagon to tilt to the sides and become unstable.

Two (2) brass washers were used to raise the body height on this BSV wagon.

We used washers to do the job, and we hade some small brass washers that “did the trick.”
Kadee make some fibre washers in different thicknesses, and they are ideal if only a small



rise in height is required. Fibre washers will wear more than metal washers over time, so check
them for wear from time to time.

The end result from our efforts was couplers behaving as illustrated above — level, neither
riding too high or too low, and with the trip pin at the correct height above the track.

FOR MORE KADEE COUPLER INFORMATION, look online at:
Kadee - The Coupler People

NOTICED AROUND THE CLUBROOM

BRAIWAY AFFHE END OF ms‘}am
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Peter A was our presenter on Wednesday evening, 4" June 2025, seen here making a point
about the steam loco on the railway that he and Therese visited at the bottom of South
America.


https://www.kadee.com/

One of the great benefits of the new Baldwin Park Il layout is the ability to run L-O-N-G trains!
On Tuesday morning 17t" June, Daryl showed off his passion for Victorian trains and Paul added
some car carriers at the end.

Club Treasurer, Phil Y, doesn’t let a little detail such as a missing set of building instruction
flummox him. He built this donated Kibri kit of a motel without the benefit of instructions and
ended up with a fine Motel complex. Congratulations, Phill An Architectural career on the side?
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Paul’s nice CLF loco in G & S colour scheme heading a consist of 12 WAGR Auscision-made
louvre vans rounds the end of the peninsular on District 3 of the Baldwin Park Il layout. The
scenery crew have obviously been hard at work on new landforms and painting.



CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members
Peter Amey, David Gorell, John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel
Lee,
Paul Liston, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith

Life Members
Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves,
John Webster, John Wishart




Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT
2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@agmail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management
Committee.



