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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom on Wednesday 2™ July,
2025. The topic will be announced shortly.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY 2025
1 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
2 July (Weds) Club Meeting Topic TBA
8 July (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts
12 July(Sat) Juniors Running DAy
15 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
16 July (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on Club
layouts
22 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
29 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
AUGUST 2025
3 Aug (Sun) Hall Markets

5 Aug (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts




6 Aug (Weds)

Club meeting. Topic:

8 July (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

9 Aug (Sat)

Juniors running morning

12 Aug (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

19 Aug (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

20 Aug (Weds)

Running night. Continuing work on Club
layouts

26 Aug (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts

OPERATE YOUR TRAINS WITH A SMART PHONE - AT CMRCI
A module has been installed on Baldwin Park that allows devices with WiFi capability, such
as smart phones, tablets and laptops, to control locos.

You will need to install an application to act as
the throttle. Apple devices can use WiThrottle,
available from the app store. The Lite version is
free, and there is a version with extended features
available for a monthly fee. Android devices use
Engine Driver, also free from Google apps.

If you have a suitable app installed, you need to
connect with WiFi to the layout module. Currently
the server has a long address with numbers such
as “33110606”, however we are attempting to
change this to something more recognisable.
Once connected, enter your loco address and
start operating.

We have identified one small problem. Only four
devices can be registered on the module at any
one time. Therefore if there are already four
connected, you are locked out. And the problem
seems to get worse — if your device has auto-
connect established, you may connect without
knowing or intending to when you enter the
clubroom, thereby locking others out. With
experience, this problem should be overcome.

Thanks to Chris Neil for this update.

THE GOULBURN MODEL EXPO

The Goulburn Model Expo has been organised by the Georges River Model Railway Club to
be held at the Veolia Arena (Goulburn Recreation Area) in Goulburn. The address for your
navigator is 47 Braidwood Road, Goulburn, NSW

The dates are Saturday 30" August and Sunday 315t August, 2025.




CMRCI has applied for space at the expo to exhibit McEvoy Junction. It was exhibited at the
Goulburn show in 2024 and was a popular exhibit.
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McEvoy Junction in cion at the 2024 Goulburn Expo.

The venue and the Expo in 2024 was very popular with both visitors and enthusiasts. This
year's event will feature over 40 new model railway layouts and a diverse array of plastic
models. Additionally, more vendors will be present, offering a comprehensive range of
products. The Expo will also host a series of clinics where attendees can observe and learn
various modelling skills and techniques.

Goulburn is only 100 Km up the Hume Highway. Even if you can’t make it for the full
weekend, pop up to Goulburn for the day if only to have a look. Giving your fellow members
a break on the layout while you are there would be helpful for them and interesting for you.

If you do intend to stay for the whole weekend, talk to Chris Neil regarding accommodation.
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A view of the venue during the 2024 Expo.

The venue is a large exhibition shed built on the Goulburn Recreation Grounds close to the
CBD. Internally, it is pillar free and is easily large enough to hold all stands with plenty of
room to move; certainly fit for purpose. The facilities are good, with a generous sized kitchen
where traders and exhibitors can tea and coffee, a fridge amd microwave are available for
use., etc.



MODEL RAILWAYS IN JAPAN

During a recent visit to Japan, | had the good fortune to visit a few model railway shops.
Without exception, these shops were well stocked and well staffed with obliging and helpful
assistants. The fact that | am an Australian with no Japanese language skills did no worry
them at all — the fact that | was only interested in HO did, as the overwhelming maijority of
Japanese enthusiasts model N scale. Presumably that is due to limited space available to
the average Japanese enthusiast.

F"r The first shop we visited was in Yokohama and occupied
| half of a retail building from the basement all the way up
, tothe 5" floor. There was a large range of products a

vailable, but limited HO scale items.
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This shop had a double layer Nscale layout available as a U-drive. Enthusiasts bring their
own trains and run them on the layout without charge. There were controllers available for
about 12 drivers, most of who were children or teens. The trackwork seemed to be excellent
(no derails while we were watching) and excellent scenery as well.

It was interesting to note that the plentiful staff at this shop were neat, well dressed with
collar and tie, polite and attentive, pleased to answer questions. Staff in other model railway
shops were also well presented.
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This shop had a double layer N scale layout available as a U-drive. Enthusiasts bring their
own trains and run them on the layout without charge. There were controllers available for
about 12 drivers, most of whom were children or teens. The trackwork seemed to be
excellent (no derails while we were watching) and first class scenery as well.

Available for sale were many items designed to appeal to children or teens such as
Shinkansen chopsticks, books, toys etc. All part of the indoctrination of the young.

KATO
We found the main KATO shop way out in the Tokyo suburbs. It took some excellent
navigation and two trains, a tram, a bus and a one Km walk to get there.

The front of the Kato store in
suburban Tokyo, complete
with a 1910 electric tram.

The shop was well laid out with a huge quantity of product available — sadly, mostly N scale.
It was interesting to note that KATO and PECO have a joint venture agreement to
manufacture PECO products in Japan for the local market. The range of HO products was
limited and had little of interest to me, being either products readily available here, or
designed for the Japanese market.

The highlights of the visit to KATO was their layouts and a large well laid out shop, staffed by
courteous and helpful staff.




This is an overhead view of the layout in the front of the KATO shop. It runs on several
different levels The above photo is that main layout in the KATO shop. Itis N scale and is
set up for automatic running during opening hours. Quite spectacular in full operation. The
scenes change from night to day on a regular schedule.



This is the U-drive on the first floor, with an HO layout and equipment for sale in the
background. The U-drive is free of charge and to the left in this photo there is a service
counter where KATO trains can be repaired by in-house, full-time technicians. The latter is
also free of charge, so if your KATO loco or rolling stock won’t work, the techs will fix it on
the spot. A great service.

One of the control panels on the layout. Simple, but effective.

Judging by the number of enthusiasts, young and old, using layouts such as these,
the model railway hobby in Japan is alive and well.




FROM DAVIDG - A COMPARISON OF THE REAL NR 28 AND THE MODEL MR
27
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The real loco is obvious due to the presence of people and a vehicle.. e powas takenf
by David at Cook on the Nullabor. The model is a good representation, though. (and a bit
cleaner!)

CMRCI AND DCC

And from 20 years ago, an article from The Bulletin regarding the adoption of
this new fangled DCC stuff:

“DCC and CMRCI

After lengthy Committee discussions and argument, and a session at the last meeting of
Members, it has been decided that WYBURN (Ed. Note — the first CMRCI exhibition layout)
will be our first venture into DCC.

The first reaction of most members is that they will not be able run their DC locos on the
converted layout, and that is correct. To overcome this, the Club will purchase a bulk supply
of DCC decoders and will make available two decoders per member at a price of $8.00 per
decoder and $16.00 per decoder thereafter. Even the $16.00 price tag is below retail and
the $8.00 price tag is a real bonus.

As an introduction to DCC, George Watts has kindly volunteered to open his layout to the
Club at the first meeting in June. A program will be announced in the next Bulletin, but
basically it will be a hands on introduction to DCC systems, decoders, how it works, etc.”




HISTORY CORNER

RomEe’s METRO C SUBWAY EXPANSION HAS
FACED DECADES OF DELAYS—NOT FROM
CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS, BUT FROM HISTORY
ITSELF. AS WORKERS DIG, THEY KEEP
UNEARTHING ANCIENT TREASURES, INCLUDING
HADRIAN'S ATHENAEUM, A ROMAN MILITARY
BASE, AND EVEN AN AMPHITHEATER.

Beneath Rome, every shovel of dirt risks striking 2,000 years of history. The Metro C line,
begun in the early 2000s, has been halted time and again as archaeologists uncover major
Roman ruins. Among the finds: Emperor Hadrian’s Athenaeum—once a school for
philosophy and law—a 2nd-century military barracks with over 100 rooms, and remnants of
a long-lost amphitheater.

Rather than bypass the past, Italy has embraced it. Construction pauses for preservation,
and in some cases, stations are redesigned to become mini-museums. In the Eternal City,
even building a subway becomes an archaeological expedition.

| wonder if Italian model railway enthusiasts add model archeological difg sites to their

layouts?




Day 4 and they suspect nothing () ¢¥
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Robert working on protecting the tracks and poin

ts prior to adding scenery
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Michael applying
plaster cloth covering
to what will eventually
be the farm. It will
generate grain and cattle
traffic for the railway.
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:

John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John Lord,
Andrew Lund, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@amail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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