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NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen club room at 7.00pm on Wednesday 4"
June 2025.

Preter Amey will present

THE RAILWAY AT THE END
OF THE WORLD

A look at one of the world’s most remote railways.



I VALE - JOHN MADDEN

John Madden passed away on May
2025. He was a long term and
enthusiastic member of CMRCI.

John had been seriously unwell
since the death of his beloved wife
Irene in 2024.

Born in February 1946, he was a

. professional truck driver. Towards
the end of his working life he set up
business for himself, cutting and

! delivering firewood. Back in the day

' he played Rugby Union and

" remained a fan of the game and his
club all his life.

John was a familiar face at CMRCI meetings and was a strong and consistent contributor to
CMRCI events. He was well known for his proactive attitude at occaisions such as
promotional events at Bunnings, Hall Markets and the like. He was adept at approaching
customers at the entrance of the venue to tell them about the Children’s U-Drive and
handing out flyers for the next Expo at the same time.

John and John Webster
in happier times running
Petersville for the
benefit of some nursing
home residents.

. .“.

John was well known for his jokes, yarns and anecdotes, mainly about his life as a
truckdriver. He did not spare himself as frequently he was the butt of his own yarns. He was
quite able to keep the coffee table crew at the club entertained all morning. His knowledge
of the trucks and heavy vehicles of his day was remarkable. John had a yarn for every
occasion and there were some amazing stories in his memory.

A hard worker, strong in his faith, a storyteller, a family man.

Rest in peace, mate. Condolences to his large family and friends.




JOHN MADDEN - TRUCK DRIVER
You wouldn’t get away with it today!
John was truck-driving at age 17 — driving 12-ton (and later, larger) trucks.

He did have a car licence, but that didn’t permit him to drive trucks. At age 18, he
decided that he had best get a truck licence.

He went to see the Registrar at Dickson (a northern Canberra suburb). When he
walked in, the Registrar recognised him and said, “Hello Mr. Madden.” John realised
that he was a regular customer for his wood loads — delivered, of course, by truck!
The Registrar looked at John’s written application form and said, “you looked young
for driving trucks.” He then told John that he had to get himself a licence, as he was
the only truck driver who could negotiate the driveway between his house and the
garage and then throw his wood load into the woodhouse.

John had to do a practical test, including reversing down a narrow lane, which he
passed with flying colours.

John got a restricted licence for 12 months & later a full unrestricted licence that
allowed for driving trailers.

This story is by RonG from an article in the Bulletin from February 2020.

CAMEL TRAINS TO STEEL WHEELS

The National Archives of

CAMEL TRAINS Australia (NAA) opened their
» STEEL WHEELS exhibition “Camel Trains to

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv CAUSTRALIAN RAILWAY

Steel Wheels - Life on the
Trans- Australian Railway” on
Saturday 24 May 2025 at
their headquarters in
Canberra.

Along with a bush band,
temporary tattoos, tours of
the exhibition, various
creative activities for the kids,
free popcorn, biscuits and
fairy floss, CMRCI was there
to add a train perspective to
the Exhibition.




CMRCI also participated in another exhibition at the National Archives of Australia building in
Canberra, ACT, ten years ago on 7™ and 8" March 2014.
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“Smiths Crossing” at the National Archives “I’ve Been Working on the Railway”
exhibition on 7t & 8" March 2014. Not sure who took the photo, but thanks anyway.

Members still active in the Club from that time (as shown in the photograph) are Peter Amey,
Graeme Wilson and Ron Geeves. Note that Charles Schuster, for whom Charlestown is
named, is shown at the bottom left in the above photo.

The crowd reaction to Charlestown was very good and the crew were kept busy by lots of
kids and parents/grandparents all day. CMRCI also showed models of the modern day
Indian Pacific train. Thanks to all who contributed in terms of loans or time.

From an exhibitor’s perspective the exhibition opening was well managed by NAA who very
helpful and supported the various exhibitors well. The exhibition has previously been shown
in Adelaide. The NAA has not decided where it will be sent next.

A crowd of
kids, mums
and dads
happily
operating
the layout,
supervised
by Bruce.




The exhibition celebrates the construction of the transcontinental railway from Port Augusta
to Kalgoorlie over the period of 1912 — 1917 and in particular the people, camels and
animals who made it possible. It also covers the lives of people working on the railway in
very remote areas and how they were fed and watered. The exhibition consists mainly of
photographs, films, maps and drawings of the era. For anyone interested in the railways and
history of the period, it is well worth a visit.

THE 25™ ANNUAL STAWELL MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION

Stawell — 12t &13t" july

Over 20 layouts — 10 traders
Presented by the Grampian Model Railroaders Inc

See www.gminc.org.au for details.



http://www.gminc.org.au/

THE SHITBOX RALLY - Autumn 2025

The Shitbox Rally is not a race, rather a challenge to achieve the unthinkable... To drive cars
worth just $1,500 across Australia via some of its most formidable roads, all in the name of
charity.

Shitbox? Why Shitbox Rally? Vehicles used by the participants had to be valued at less
than $1500, not including registration, roadworthy certificate and insurance. They could
have two only participants per Shitbox and only 2WD vehicles were allowed.

One of our members, NevilleM, supported by his son Steve have succeeded in driving their
Shitbox (a Nissan XFN ute (disguised as a Ford) named “Daffy Dill”) from Canberra through
Hay, Silverton, Bourke, Mitchell, Balcardine, Hughenden to Townsville. The original route
was Canberra, Hay, Silverton and then Marree, Birdsville, Boulia and on to Hughenden and
Townsville. Due to floods the Silverton to Hughenden sector was cancelled and the new
route incorporated.

Neville and Steve covered 6000 km during the 9 day rally. The rally raised 2.6 million dollars
for the Cancer Council.
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The original route and the alternative route that was used. Thanks to the Cancer
Council for use of the map.

Neville’s account of the rally follows.

“ Day one of the Rally 240 cars gathered at Thoroughbred Park to embark on an amazing
3660 km journey from Canberra to Townsville over both sealed and unsealed roads, our first
stop was a photo op at the Dog on the Tuckerbox just outside Gundagai, then onto Wagga
Wagga for lunch and refuelling, then it was off to Hay where we spent the night at the
Racecourse. 506 km sealed roads.

Day 2 was dress up day, we had to dress up in a farm theme, after breakfast and picking up
our cut lunch we were back on the road in a mad rush to get to Silverton before sunset, we
made it just in time. We then set up camp and had dinner at the Silverton Hotel. 178 km
sealed and 392 km unsealed roads.

Day 3 was pack up, have breakfast, pick up lunch and hit the road again, this time the
destination was Bourke via Wilcannia, and our first night drive on unsealed road, we passed
through Tilpa and stopped at Louth for a beer before doing the final leg to Bourke in the dust
at night, when my headlights decided to stop working when we put them on high beam, so



we only had low beam the entire trip, arrived at the racecourse had a cold dinner and set up
camp. 278 km sealed and 277 unsealed roads.

e 3 -

Dress up Day

Day 4 was dress up
day and the theme
was dress up as

. your co driver, |
dressed as a Council
8 worker and my son
dressed as a metal
detectorist, then it
was pack up have
breakfast pick up
lunch and hit the
road again, this time
to Mitchell in QId
where we camped at
the RSL sports
ground and had the
best feed on the whole Rally. 298 km sealed and 309 km of unsealed roads.

Day 5 pack up, have breakfast and hit the road again, this time to Barcaldine, we made it to
Tambo in time for the Chook Races and then onto Barcaldine and more night driving, arriving
in the dark we had dinner and set up camp. 234 km sealed and 356 km unsealed roads.

Day 6 we packed up had breakfast and headed off to Hughenden for our final night under
the stars, along the way we stopped at Longreach to take photos of the Aircraft and a very
quick stop at the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, our next stop was at Muttaburra for a beer and
then onto Hughenden for the night and stayed at the Showground and had to walk into town
for the worst meal of the Rally then across the road to the pub for a couple of beers. 167 km
sealed and 273 km unsealed roads.



Day 7 was our shortest day on the road and the final leg to Townsville, we left camp looking
forward to a hot shower and comfortable bed, we stopped at Prairie and had a beer at the
Old Ringers Bar and then onto Charters Towers for another beer before rolling into
Townsville and the finish line, where we were greeted by family members.384 km sealed
roads.

Day 8 was Auction Day for those that wanted to donate their cars and an opportunity to buy
a car for a future rally, after the Auction we headed to the Casino for the after party and
awards, we were nominated for best dressed car but no award.

Day 9 we started the long slow journey home couch surfing at family members’ homes along
the way and stocking up with Rum products at the Bundaberg Rum Factory. We unloaded all
the camping gear and Daffy Dill at Morayfield where my son lives and had a well-earned rest
before heading back to Canberra.
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Neville and Steve at the end of the Rally taking some R &R in Morayville.
The only problems we had with the car was over heating when going over 100 kph the fan
belts slipping when wet, the headlights and dashboard instruments playing up and the fuel
cap would not unlock at the very last fuel stop at Cowra, which | had to destroy to get it off.
They say it's not a race, but it certainly felt like one, everyone was in a rush to get to the next
destination with very short stops at photo opportunities, we were exhausted at the end of
most days not leaving much time for socialising. | am however glad that | did it.

We succeeded in raising $7220.

And yes, the ute made it back home. “




SPARE PARTS ??
From DavidG

The following are posted here so you know where to go to get spare parts for your locos and
carriages, etc. :

Aucision - https://auscisionmodels.com.au/Spare%20Parts%20Page.htm | could not find a
link on their webpage to this page. Once in this page, select a category to find the parts you
are looking for.

SDS Models - hitps://www.sdsmodels.com.au/xpartmenu%20.htm This page has a link
within the SDS Models site. Once in this page, select a category to find the parts you are
looking for.

Thanks David

A BIG THANK YOU.
Thank you to all who contributed to this edition of the Bulletin, especially RonG.

If you have any articles (or even the material to write one) a yarn, jokes, anecdotes, photos,
websites, a request for assistance or advice, a request for sources of materials or
equipment, etc, please send them to PeterA on pracmrci@gmail.com to share with your
fellow members.

A pessimist doesn't see a light in the tunnel.
An optimist sees a light in the tunnel.
A realist sees a train in the tunnel.

The engine driver sees three idiots standing on the tracks in a tunnel.

THE SLOPE CAR.

Further to MichaelC’s interesting article on the Mount Morgan Mine and his description of the
rack rail system used to carry ore from the mine to the mainline, there is one short (very
short!!) line in Japan that is a rack and rail system as well. It is a tourist system located in .
Outer Nagasaki and is used to take tourists up to a lookout overlooking the city and
Nagasaki Bay. It is locally known as the “Slope Car”.

While not as remarkable as Mount Morgan, it nevertheless has some interesting technical
aspects.


https://auscisionmodels.com.au/Spare%20Parts%20Page.htm
https://www.sdsmodels.com.au/xpartmenu%20.htm
mailto:pracmrci@gmail.com

One of the cars — capacity
of 40 persons,
manufactured in Japan in
1 2020.

Part of the track leading up to the
lookout. The single monorail track is
on the extreme right hand side in

up the centre track.

Note the gradient.
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Another shot of the track and supportin structure. One car on each side of te
structure. Note the gradient.

The rack under the track is clearly visible in this shot.
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If it is more than just
propaganda, China’s Maglev
train just hit 621 mph—without
wheels, without friction, and
without fossil fuels. Given the
intensive research and
development being done in
China on railways over the last
| decade or so, it is probable.

This isn’t sci-fi. It's the world’s
fastest maglev train, now
officially tested inside a vacuum
tube.

ND-DITREER R = Beijing to Shanghai in 1.5

CHINA’S ULTRAFAST 620 hours? The future of travel has
MPH MAGLEV TRAIN PASSES K
BREAKTHROUGH TRIAL

Roll on the Sydney-Canberra Fast Rail!

ASK GoOoGLE WHAT WE'RE
SUPPOSED Te Do Now.,
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GOULBURN MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION

CMRCI has applied for a space at the 2025 Goulburn Exhibition at the end of August
to exhibit McEvoy Junction. Those of us that went last year will recall that it is held
in a large venue with a good range of layouts and traders. Goulburn is only 100Km
(approx.) away on a good road.

Details to follow — put it in your diary.

AROUND THE CLUBROOM
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Bruce briefing Don and Juan on the production of the “ocean” surface to be used at

the Port on Baldwin Park II.

STEAM OR DIESEL

A man was walking along the beach one day,
when he came across an old lamp. When he picked
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it up and wiped [t clean, a Genie appeared... The
genie said to the man, "Okay, I've been in there for a
long time, and [ really want to party, so make your
three wishes quickly.”
The man replied, "Okay, for my first wish, | want
a limo.” Boom, a limo appeared. "For my second
wish, | want the limo filled with money,” the man
said. Poof, it was done.

“And for my last wish | want a railroad built to
Hawall,” the man said. The genie looked at the mamn,
and sald "Hang on a second, that's impossible! Do
you know how long [t would take me to try to build
that??? Think of something else that wouldn't take
as long,” the genie begged.

The man thought for a second and finally said,
“Okay, | want a befter understanding of my wife."”
The genie thought for a while and said, "Let’s
skip sidings and go for double tracks to start with
from Honolulu to LA... and now did you want a
steamer or a diesel with that?"

Thanks to “Laughing under the layout”
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THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

JUNE 2025

3 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

4 June (Weds) Club meeting. Topic: "The Railway at the
End of the World”

10 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

14 June (Sat) Juniors running morning

17 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

18 June (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on Club
layouts

24 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

JULY 2025

1 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

2 July (Weds) Club Meeting Topic TBA

8 July (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts

12 July(Sat) Continuing work on Club layouts

15 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

16 July (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on Club
layouts

22 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

29 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:

John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John Lord,
Andrew Lund, Terry Smith.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.
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Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@amail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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