
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 

March 2025 

 

 

NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen club room at 7.00pm on 

Wednesday 5th March 2025.  The speaker will be Sean Biggerstaff on the topic 

“Hornby Trains.” 

FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR 

MARCH 2025   

2 March. (Sun). Charlestown at Hall Markets 

4 March. (Tues). Continuing work on Club layouts 

5 March. (Wed 7:00pm) Club meeting – Topic: Hornby Trains 

8 March. (Sat 9am – midday). Juniors running session 

8 March (Sat 0900 - 1400) Charlestown at Bunnings Majura 

11 Mar (Tues). Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 March (Sun 0830 – 1400) Charlestown at Bunnings Tuggeranong 

 

18 Mar (Tues). Continuing work on Club layouts  
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19 Mar (Weds). Club meeting – Running night 

23 March (Sun 2:00pm to 4:00pm) Charlestown at Bunnings Gungahlin 

25 Mar (Tues)  Continuing work on Club layouts 

28 Mar (Fri) Set up for Expo25 – details TBA 

29 Mar (Sat) 2025 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

30 Mar (Sun) 2025 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

 

APRIL 2025          

1 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

2 Apr (Weds) Club meeting.  Topic TBA 

9 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

13 Apr (Sat. 9 am - midday). Juniors running session 

15 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 Apr (Weds) Club meeting – Running night 

22 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

29 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

EXPO COOKING 

 

Members: Remember to ask (nicely) the great cooks in 

your homes if they would please make some of their 

wonderful treats for EXPO this month. 



 

VALE   GEORGE WATTS 

31 March 1948 – 28 January 2025 

 

Our long-term member, committee member and a good friend to many passed away on 28th 

January this year. 34 Club members attended the service for George at Weston Creek Uniting 

Church. 

George’s son, Stuart, kindly provided details of George’s life and a condensed version appears 

below: 

George was born 31st March 1948, in Adelaide. He completed his schooling in Adelaide before 

enlisting as a solder in the Australian Army in June 1968. He was married for 50 years to 

Maureen and had two children. 

George rose to the rank of WO2 and retired from the Army in 1988 after 20 years of service 

and started his automotive wrecking business, Falcon Car Parts. George retired in 2011. 

He always had a passion for model trains and when he set up home in Rivett, he built a shed 

specially dedicated to his model trains, enjoying them first with his children, and later with his 

grandchildren. George was a long-term member of Canberra Model Railway Club, a 

supportive worker on any projects or exhibitions, an elected Committee Member, and a good 

friend and colleague. 

On his annual caravan trips around more distant and remote parts of Australia, George was 

always on the lookout for railway-related “lost lines”, interesting museum exhibits, and railway 

stories to send back to Canberra to be written up in our monthly Bulletin articles. Many people 

outside of our Club membership have said how much they enjoyed his take on Australian 

railway heritage. 

His family’s loss is also our loss – a great member and a good man. Rest in peace, George. 

 

 



 

 

On most Tuesday mornings, we see between 22 and 24 members in the Clubroom, 
socialising, seeking information, obtaining assistance in decoder programming, and so 
on. The following photos show a snapshot of our Clubroom activities: 

          

Terry & Graeme consulting the track plan.  Phil applying landscape “Goop” 7.01.25 

   

        

AROUND the CLUBROOM 

(Above right) & bottom left) Having nicely filled the slope beside the rail bed with “Goop” and ground 

cover, the thought that the area would be ideal for a stub track and engine house came to light. (Above 

lower right) Yes, it fits – just remove some (still wet) “Goop” and ground cover & the track is ready to be 

fixed down and landscaped (again!!!) 



 

Tues. 28th Jan. 2025.  A recently built “bobber caboose” tries out a logging consist for fit. 

Looks o.k.! 

 

A close-up of the “bobber caboose” Looks good in “Backwoods yellow! 

 

Have you ever felt the urge to see yourself (or a friend or colleague) on your model railway 

layout in miniature?  I was watching a video clip on Trains.com about how 3D scans of people 

are made, and I thought “Why couldn’t we have HO scale figures of Club members on our 

home or Club layouts?” 

Imagine people spotting you in several poses on your layout (train driver, guard, track worker, 

etc.). 

If you look up Miniprints.com on your computer, you can find many examples of 3D printed 

real people, and I found two that I knew from Trains.com videos, and also the pages of Model 

Railroader magazine. 

There are other sources of 3D printed figures, animals, and objects on the Web, but this one 

caught my imagination. 



     

David Popp      Jerry Leone 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The box and its contents: The partly assembled caboose body and bogie underframe; the 

accessory kit with all sorts of little pieces; the #115 Kadee special coupler box and whisker 

couplers and, importantly, the assembly instructions. 

 

Late last year, I “kit bashed” a Union Pacific caboose (guards van in Australian parlance) to 

produce a shorter and acceptable version of a logging caboose. This was done at minimal 

cost compared to what was then being asked for the “real thing.” 

A long-time member and fine model builder, John W, has more than once mentioned that you 

can put a great deal of time and effort into building a model of a rail wagon that is not available 

to purchase, and then . . . when you have built it, a model comes onto the market!  That has 

happened to many of us, time and again. 

In this case, the “bobber’ caboose model that I had wanted, and which had been too expensive 

at the time suddenly became available at a “sale” price that WAS affordable, so I ordered it.  It 

arrived today, but not as part of the Black Friday sales. Big grins all around 

“It’s all in the Box!” 

[Or why stop at one logging caboose?”] 

 



 

Contents out of the packets: The #104 accessory kit on the left [grab irons, doors, 

window frames, brake wheel, etc.]  and the #115 Kadee whisker coupler components on the 

right. 

 

Next Step?  Reading the instructions – several times, before doing anything further. Working 

out a plan of action & checking to see that I needed materials & tools on hand. 

Next came the most exasperating parts of the build: there is a cast metal brake wheel and a 

ratchet (separate castings) that require removal of flash and very careful filing. These are 

rather small parts. I don’t have a sharp penknife (as mentioned in the instructions), but a sharp 

craft knife and the pointed edge of a small file eventually did the job. To keep the parts sitting 

as in the illustration, a small drop of “Superglue” gel was used, and that worked fine. 

A much more satisfying task was drilling out the holes and fitting the various grab irons, which 

looked great when all were in place. Masking small cut pieces of painters’ masking tape got 

What you are NOT told in the instructions are that you 

will need the eyes of an eagle, and that “fat fingers” are 

an impediment to handling very small parts! 



the caboose and the door and window inserts ready for spray painting with a grey, plastic 

compatible spray can paint. 

I had considered putting a pot-belly stove and a seat inside the caboose, but the difficulties 

experienced in getting fingers inside the caboose convinced me that it might be a project for 

another day, especially if the caboose occupant complained loudly enough. 

Many photos of similar vehicles show them painted shades of red or black, but I decided that 

this one would make more of a statement if it were to be painted yellow. 

 

Two views of the caboose body masked and primed. 

 

The body was sprayed (3 coats) in yellow, the roof in black, door frames and window frames 

were also black, and the underside of the roof was painted in white. The handrails were (for 

safety purposes) also painted white. 

Glazing was applied to the windows and doors before they were installed as the size and 

access limitations were such that doing it on the workbench would prevent much frustration 

later.  

After the masking was removed, a sanding stick was used gently on door and window 

openings and a trial fit was done to ensure that doors and windows fitted snugly. 

Fitting the coupler boxes was a frustrating task due to size and difficulty in fitting them in the 

small space under the cross beam. Then I had to deal with Brad. 

Meet Brad: Brad (see photo below) is the tiny “escutcheon pin” that had to be pushed 

into a tiny hole in the coupler box plate leading to the hole in the metal crossbeam. Two are 

supplied, and I temporarily lost one. Checks of the work surface, all containers and the carpet 

underneath came up blank. A day later, the search was repeated and missing Brad turned up, 

in a crevice in a container. Pointy nose pliers served to seat brads in the hole on both sides of 

the crossbeam to hold the coupler assembly in place. 

 



 

The Kadee coupler height gauge was used to check the correct coupler height and then the 

fastening screw was inserted underneath the truck to hold the caboose body in place. 

 

Project finished 18.01.2025 – it should stand out in the woods! 

Was it an easy build? No.    Did I enjoy the process? Yes, and No – It produced a result that 

I was hoping for BUT it was frustrating at times until I found ways to overcome obstacles. 

Did I improve my modelling skills? Yes, and I’m feeling good about what I have achieved, 

but it had its moments of frustration. A bit more information about how to carry out some of 

the operations would have helped make it an easier and less exasperating process at times. 

However, the little yellow “Bobber” should look great behind my logging loads. 

 

Brad, indicated by red arrow 
(after it was found again.) 



 

Expo 2025. 

Expo 2025 is scheduled for Saturday the 29th and Sunday the 30th of March 2025, with 

setup on Friday 28th from 3pm onwards. 

Planning for this year’s Expo is well advanced. Mal Irving has been in communication 

with the many potential exhibitors and traders who have previously attended Expo and 

with a number of new exhibitors and traders. 

Andrew Lund has completed the initial site allocation plan and after consultation with 

the Expo sub-committee and the Kaleen High School Manager is working on finalising 

the plan. 

It is the assistance of club members that allows Expo to go ahead and be recognised 

as the success that it always has been. As in previous years there will be a requirement 

for club volunteers to assist with the setting up of the venue and club layouts from 

approximately 3.00pm on Friday the 28 March 2025 and to assist with the many tasks 

required over the weekend to ensure the efficient running of Expo. 

To this end Chris Neil is currently collecting data and preparing the roster. Please 

ensure that you complete one of his forms that allow you to detail your availability and 

any preferences that you may have for specific duties i.e. site markup, entrance 

staffing, club layout staffing etc. Chris has indicated that those who do not submit 

request forms will/may be rostered to cover vacancies. 

Arrangements have been made for the School P&C to again manage the parking on 

both Saturday and Sunday. The P&C will also be conducting their usual BBQ and cold 

drinks stall on one day with the school providing the BBQ and cold drinks on the other. 

The club will again be providing breakout room facilities for members, traders and 

exhibitors in the staff room. This being the case it is now time to start planning for 

preparing some sweet treats to be donated for consumption by those using the 

breakout room. Cakes slices etc all welcome. 



With the success of last year’s second-hand stall, it is on again this year. Any surplus 

items that you no longer require can be submitted for sale. This year the ability to sell 

preloved items has been opened to non-members. Peter Amey is this year’s stall 

coordinator.  

• Goods would have to be delivered to the club prior to Expo, packaged or boxed, 

labelled (and described) with a proposed price.   

• A commission of 10% would be charged for any goods sold. 

• Unsold goods would have to be collected following Expo. 

• Only the owner would be able to modify the originally proposed price. 

 

As per previous years the club will be attending (with the U-Drive layout) a number of 

local Bunnings Stores and the Hall Markets to advertise the upcoming Expo 2024. The 

dates for these visits are included within the upcoming events section of the Bulletin.  

Thanking you all in advance for your valuable contribution towards another successful 

Expo. 

Herb 

      Expo 2025 Coordinator 

 

          

Perth Holiday and Trip on the Indian Pacific. 

[David G.] 

Part 1: Perth to Kalgoorlie 

Our holiday was to consist of a two-week trip, which included a flight from home (Canberra) to 

Perth, five days in Perth to see things at our own pace, a three-day Margaret River Excursion, 

one day to Rottnest Island, the three-and-a-half-day journey by train from Perth to Sydney, 

and a short bus trip from Sydney to home. 

 



 

 

 

 

Day 10 (The train bit): – Finally, the day had arrived to board the train – the Indian Pacific, to 

travel across the country from Perth to Sydney.  

 

       

     We were supposed to leave from this platform in Perth. 



Due to some trackwork, we had to be bussed from the normal railway station to meet the train 

located in a freight yard. We were informed of our carriage numbers and compartment 

numbers. There it was, our transport for the next few days – one locomotive, NR 28 decked 

out in Indian Pacific paint, followed by 27 carriages. Two classes of travel were onboard – 

Gold and Platinum. The Platinum was either a twin or double room with its own small 

bathroom. The Gold was either twin or single. The twin rooms were a lounge and converted 

double bunks for the night and included a small bathroom.  

Storage was tight, recommending only minimum items in the rooms. Other luggage is stowed 

in the luggage car, with no access during the trip. We travelled in the Gold Class. There was 

not much room when getting changed, so one of us was in the bed or elsewhere. I was hoping 

to get some photos of the train before we departed, but once we got onboard, the doors were 

locked. Our part of the train, which was around the middle of the train, consisted of four 

carriages, two sleeping cars, one lounge car, and one dining car. 

 

 

Our first glimpses of the train from our bus 

 

This was not the loco to pull the train – as this was the back end of the train. 

 

The bus dropped us off adjacent to our carriage, and we all made our way on board. After we 

got into our cabin, I wanted to get off the train and take some photos, but we were locked 

onboard. There may be some opportunities later in the trip. 

 



Right on 10 am, we finally got underway meandering through the outer suburbs of Perth and 

into the wheatbelt. We made ourselves comfortable in the lounge car and met some or our 

fellow travellers. On the train, all meals, drinks (juices, soft drinks, tea and coffee, wines, beers 

and some spirits) are all inclusive. Some of the passengers had already started with some 

alcohol, but most were settling into soft drinks, tea and coffee. At one end of the lounge car 

was a TV, showing a map of our journey. It would zoom in and be updated all the time. 

 

Our cabin had some small stowage areas for items we were carrying, and there was 

a very tiny wardrobe with a shelf and a safe. There was also a small alcove with a 

mirror, light switches for the bathroom, a PowerPoint, and music controls. The ladder 

for the top bunk was stowed in an area above the bathroom, during the day mode. 

 

Soon, we were out of the city and viewing the open sites of the wheat belt. All too soon, 

it was lunchtime, and we all took shifts visiting the dining car for a two-course luncheon. 

There were three choices for the main course and desert. The meals were very tasty, 

and the servings were not too generous, encouraging quality, not quantity. All the 

meals were prepared on the train by some wonderful chefs. 

 

  

      The ever-popular lounge car                         The dining car in full swing 

 

After lunch, it was back to the lounge car, for some more mingling and viewing the changing 

scenery. Not much happened in the afternoon, just getting to know some of the people and 

enjoying the scenery.  

 



 

Not far out of Perth 

 

Before we realised, it was time for the evening meal, this time three courses. After we had 

eaten, I went back to our cabin and had a very quick shower, as we were about to arrive in 

Kalgoorlie, for our first off-train experience – a short tour of the town on buses, then a nighttime 

view of the open pit gold mine adjacent to the town. This pit was about 900 metres deep, and 

floodlit, as it is a 24/7 operation. Loaders were operating at the bottom, with a lot of huge trucks 

ferrying the soil to the surface for sourcing the gold. Then it was onto a small theatre where 

an aborigine told the story of how the township was formed. After this we headed back to the 

train on the buses, where a nightcap was awaiting, and retirement to our cabins. I was sleeping 

on a top bunk – access via a ladder, and a little difficult for the frail and elderly, and not that 

enjoyable if you required a pitstop in the middle of the night. 

 

   

Our cabin in day mode 



 

The Open Cut Gold Mine – a 24/7 Operation. A night-time view. 

    

                        A Grader Scoop at the mine.                                    A Grader Tyre 

[ To be continued . . .] 

Around the Clubroom Tuesday 11.02.2025 

 

How many members does it take. . .? Herb (back to camera) demonstrates how it is done, 

whilst Phil (kneeling on the right) adjusts a bracket. 



 

    

 

 

 

          
         

      

Club President, Bob, presents the new 

sausage-plate BBQ to Leanne Rankine, 

Business Manager of University of 

Canberra High School Kaleen on behalf 

of Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. on 

Tuesday 11th February 2025. 

The BBQ will be available for use by the 

school and the school P & C at EXPO. 

 

THE DEB SETS ARRIVED 

Tuesday 18th February was the first 

opportunity for the very patient 

members who pre-ordered the new 

DEB-Set models to try them on the Club 

layout. Bob’s “Candy”-coloured set 

looked very Presidential and ran well 

too. 

Mal’s “Tuscan red” 

set wasn’t yet out of 

the box when 

photographed but 

also ran well and 

looked great. 



 

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 

 

President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

 

 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John Lord, 

Andrew Lund, Terry Smith. 

 

 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John Webster, John 

Wishart. 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, 

Kaleen ACT 2617.    

 

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617  

  

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 

Management Committee. 

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com

