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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 

February 2025 

NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen club room at 7.00pm on Wednesday 5th 
February 2025.  
 
The speaker will be Chris Neil on the subject of "Flight - and the intricacies of aircraft 
design.  A light-hearted look at what makes things fly, and not fly". 
 

===================================================================== 

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 2025   

2 Feb (Sun) Hall Markets - Charlestown 

4 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

5 Feb (Weds) Club meeting.  Topic: "Flight - and the 
intricacies of aircraft design.  A light-
hearted look at what makes things fly, 
and not fly". 

8 Feb (Sat) Juniors running session   

11 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

17 Feb (Weds) Continuing work on Club layouts – Running 

night 
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18 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

26 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

 

 

MARCH 2025 

2 Mar (Sun) Charlestown at Hall Markets 

4 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

5 Mar (Weds) Club meeting – Topic: TBA 

8 Mar (Sat) 
 

Juniors running session 

11 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

18 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts  

19 Mar (Weds) Club meeting – Running night 

25 Mar (Tues)  Continuing work on Club layouts 

28 Mar (Fri) Set up for Expo25 – details TBA 

29 Mar (Sat) 2025 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

30 Mar (Sun) 2025 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

 

====================================================================== 

THE 2025 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 
As you are no doubt well aware, the 2025 Canberra Model Railway Expo will be held on 
Saturday 29th (09.00am to 5.00pm) March and Sunday 30th March (09.00 am to 4.00 pm). 
Setting up will be on Friday 28th March – further details to follow. 
 
This event is vital for CMRCI.  The revenue it produces sustains the club for the next year.  It 
goes to rent, insurance, other operating costs including funds for building Baldwin Park II, 
maintaining our other layouts and of course tea/coffee and biscuits.    
 
 It also gives an opportunity for the public to see what we can do and from a political aspect 
is also valuable exposure.  Last, but certainly not least it enables other clubs to show off their 
technical and creative skills to other enthusiasts and the public.  
 
It is, therefore, also critical that CMRCI members provide all available time and effort 
towards making the show a success.   
 
Your support is essential. 
 
===================================================================== 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
CMRCI had its annual Christmas lunch on Saturday 8th December.  Apart from a 
monumental stuff up on the part of the venue, the lunch went well and was enjoyed by all, 
even if it did go a bit longer than planned. 
 

 
Some of the munchers at the 2024 CMRCI Christmas Lunch. 

==================================================================== 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS – Feb/March 2025 

The CMRCI will be displaying Charlestown at Hall Markets (09.00 to about 3.00pm) on 

Sunday 2nd February and Sunday 2nd March when we will distribute flyers for the 2025 

Expo.  Your support will be very welcome. 

====================================================================== 

 

                                                        

 
 
I found an old pair of 
boots on-site and decided 
to give my boss a heart 
attack. 
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The Big Boy Locomotive – Union Pacific articulated 4-8-8-4 steam locomotive 
in O Scale. 
 
In early December 2024 CMRCI received an approach from Mr. Allan Hobbs enquiring 
whether the club would be interested in acquiring a Big Boy locomotive.  The loco belonged 
to his father and was passed to Allan on his father’s death.  The loco was placed in a 
cupboard at the family home in Harden and stayed there unused for some years.  As it was 
unlikely to be used by anyone in Allan’s family, he was seeking a good home for it. 
 
Peter Amey duly travelled to Harden and collected the loco from Allan.  It is a finely detailed 
O-scale model of a Big Boy locomotive and will be on display at the club if anyone wishes to 

have a closer look. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter and Allan and the locomotive.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COOMA SHED MODEL RAILWAY GROUP 
Clinton from the above group reports that:   
 
“David got a few photos with the track laid on the Diorama.  So I thought I would send them 
to you just as a preliminary look. 
 
Still a way to go. The side that you are looking at is 1/2 of the whole of the Diorama. 
Thanks again to everyone for your interest and help in developing this. 
 
Clinton 
 
PS.   The corbels and bridges are what Dave has done as well. 
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CHRISTMAS IN GEORGIA, USA 
Craig Gardner, one of our corresponding members from Alabama, USA, is part of a family 
tradition.  Every year he drives from Birmingham to Calhoun, Georgia to install a Christmas 
Train on his sister’s (Mrs Lee Linn) Dickens Christmas Village.  As you can see from the 
photos below it is a very large display and must take considerable planning and effort to 
erect it.  It is a family tradition dating back 30 years.  The village is in her main den. 
 
The train was first installed in 2003.  Other more advanced models have continued over the 
years. If you look closely in the right centre of both photos, you can make out the passenger 
cars of the train. It is a Bachmann On30 2-6-0 steamer with three coaches. It runs on a large 
continuous loop around the village. The area for the village is roughly 18' x 14'. There are 
tables in two other rooms with all her government and theatre district buildings. There are 
over 150 main buildings and dozens of smaller detail pieces (people, trees, carts, horses, 
etc).  
 
For a closer look at this magnificent display Lee has put a video on Youtube   
https://youtu.be/rZEQUZuCQ10?si=edYjvxkN1uTd78w1   .     Thanks Lee 
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FLANGES, CAMBER AND ALL THAT    (illustrations by Chris N.) 
On Wednesday 4th December, ChrisN gave an interesting presentation on 

 

 

A daunting topic for the non-engineers amongst us, but the presentation cast a light on 
several aspects of track and wheel engineering that have been questions for most of us. 
The current defining work on the subject is the “Wheel-rail interface handbook” by R. Lewis 
and U. Olofsson.  It is a work of some size (836 pages) including the mathematics involved.   
 
Many of the engineering problems of particular importance to railways arise at interfaces and 
the safety-critical role of the wheel/rail interface is widely acknowledged. Better 
understanding of wheel/rail interfaces is therefore critical to improving the capacity, reliability 
and safety of the railway system.  Wheel-rail interface handbook is a one-stop reference for 
railway engineering practitioners and academic researchers. (FROM THE PUBLISHERS) 

 

 

The accompanying mathematics that explains their findings are in some detail, doubtless 
meaningful to some.   Chris describes is as “836 pages of flute music”.  
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Nevertheless, it is the defining work on the subject and recognised as such 
worldwide. 
 
For example,  

 

And  

 

Chris then discussed the question of flanges.  Many members will have seen the flangeless 
driving wheels on some larger model steam locomotives. 
 
 

WHAT ARE FLANGES FOR? 

   ARE THEY NECESSARY? 
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But it’s not the flanges that keep the wheel set tracking correctly. 
 
It’s the conical shape, or camber, of the wheel rim. 
 
That serves two purposes. 
 
The first is to allow passage around curved track. 
 

 
 
 



10 
 

Therefore 
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The second and just as important function of the conical shape (seen on the drawing 

above): 

 

• The passage along the track is self-correcting. 

• Any slight deviation due to sideload or uneven track, is automatically overcome.  

 

BUT, we still need flanges! 

Why?      FOR SAFETY 

 
• Excessive speed around curves 

 

• Side wind loads 

 

• Heavy train loads 

 

• Uneven track. 



12 
 

 

 
 

Are flanges the main cause of squeal?? 
 
No! 
 
Squeal is believed to be caused by the lateral slipping and sticking across the railway track.  
This results in vibrations in the wheel that increase until a stable amplitude is reached. 
 
The sticking of the rim of the wheel causes the wheel to ring like a bell, so rubber dampers 
or tuned absorbers are a possible solution to lower the volume. 
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The presentation concluded with a strong and lengthy question and answer session from an 
interested audience. 
 
So, now you know.   Thanks Chris 
 

 

CATERPILLAR CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY – HO SCALE. 
Spotted in the top car park (the one closest to the Dendy cinemas) foyer of the Canberra 
Centre next to the parking payment machine..  
 

 
A vending machine selling Caterpillar 
construction machinery.   Nicely detailed 
models all in HO scale (according to the 
packaging). The machinery is made of 
metal.  The grader in the photo below 
was purchased for $12.99. 
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REVIEW – Badger Model 121 Paint Mixer – by PeterA 

 
 
If you like painting your models or accessories, then you probably use a paint mixer of some 
sort to mix paint which has separated over time or needs some thinners to bring it to a 
useable condition.  If your mixer is simply a stick of wood or a metal rod, then I have a better, 
less messy and more effective solution. 
 
One of my Christmas presents this year was a badger paint mixer.  I have used a Micro-Mart 
mixer very satisfactorily for many years; however, it is showing its age, and the arrival of the 
Badger mixer was timely. 
 
The mixer comes in a strong cardboard box and is well wrapped in bubble wrap.  My unit 
arrived in excellent condition. 
 
The mixer comes in two pieces – the body and the mixing rod.   They are easily joined 
together (accompanying instructions are in the box).  The mixer needs two AA batteries and 
once these are in place the mixer is ready to go. 
 
I tried the mixer out on small cans of Humbrol enamel paint and bottles of Floquil enamels 
and Polly S acrylics.  All were mixed very well and were quickly ready for use.  The mixer 
revolves at high speed, and I would recommend stopping it before taking it out of the bottle 

or can.     
 
The mixer is available online Through Amazon and cost AUD 32.57; free delivery.  There are, 
of course, less expensive mixers available on the same and other websites. 
 
 
====================================================================== 
 
HISTORY CORNER 
The oldest train station in Australia, Flinders Street Railway Station started life in 1854 as a 
collection of simple weatherboard train sheds. As train travel increased in Melbourne, 
demand grew for a larger and more efficient station. 
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Two employees from Victoria Railways won a competition held in 1899 to redesign the entire 
terminal. Today, it’s a striking blend of Edwardian baroque and French Renaissance 
architecture. Flinders Street is notable for its yellow-hued facade, red brick, and green 
copper dome. A row of clocks (once operated by hand) above the main entrance display 
departure times for the various train lines that serve the station.  
 
 Flinders Street Station is the busiest railway terminal in Australia. With around 110,000 
passengers and 1,500 trains passing through every day, Flinders Street is also the busiest 
terminal in the entire Southern Hemisphere. Among the station’s 13 platforms is the 2,323-
foot-long Platform 1, which ranks among the world’s longest platforms.  
 

 
 

 

BIRTH RATE 
A little rural town had one of the highest birth rates in the country and this phenomenon 
attracted the attention of the sociologists at the state university. 
 
They wrote a grant proposal; got a huge chunk of money; moved to town; set up their 
computers; got squared away; and began designing their questionnaires and such. 
 
While the staff was busy getting ready for their big research effort, the project director 
decided to go to the local drugstore for a cup of coffee. He sat down at the counter, ordered 
his coffee, and while he was drinking it, he told the druggist what his purpose was in town, 
then asked him if he had any idea why the birth rate was so high. 
 
"Sure," said the druggist. "Every morning the six o'clock train comes through here and blow 
its horn for the crossing. It wakes everybody up, and, well you know, it's too late to go back 
to sleep, and it's too early to get up." 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://destinationhistorypod.com/episodes/flindersstreetstation
https://melbournecitytour.com.au/attractions/flinders-street-station/
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SECONDHAND STALL 
WHERE: 2025 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 

At UCHS Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive Kaleen ACT  

WHEN: 29 – 30 March 2025 

HOW: Goods are to be delivered to the club prior to Expo, suitably packaged 
or boxed, (in such a way as to secure the item) and labelled using the forms 
below.  Deadline for acceptance of items is Tuesday 18 March.                                                                                

• A commission of 10% will be charged for any goods sold. 

• Goods are to be delivered to the CMRCI clubroom (at UCHS Kaleen 104 
Baldwin Drive Kaleen) on any Tuesday morning from 21 January to 18 
March and on the following Wednesday evenings (7:pm to 10:00pm) 
February 5th; 19th and March 5th and 19th. 

• Unsold goods must be collected by the vendor following Expo, either at 
the Expo or the following Tuesday morning.  Goods not collected will be 
disposed of. 

• CMRCI staff will not be permitted to bargain, so it is suggested that 
vendors provide a realistic price.  Only the owner will be able to change 
the original price. 

• The following label should be used to identify and provide details of the 
item.  The vendor details are for CMRCI internal use and will be 
allocated by CMRCI.  Please place the label where it can be easily seen. 

• For contact and security purposes, vendors must also supply: 

o name and address. 
o Contact details 

o BSB and account number for remittance of sales. 

For further information contact Peter Amey on 0439640 or Herb 
Hobbs on 0424 287 590. 
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 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 
 
 
 
CONDITION OF ITEM - WORKING/NOT WORKING/NOT KNOWN 

BRAND                                                              PRICE 

REMARKS 
 
 
                                                    

Vendor ID                                                Item No.   of  
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18 
 

AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE 
 
 
This photo of locos at the 
roundhouse on Baldwin Park II was 
taken as part of preparation for a 
revised flyer to advertise EXPO 
2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
David and Bob in deep conversation. 
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Phil at work on the layout, closely supervised by Tom. 
 

 
Rothy aka Lazarus with dead loco. 
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Rob crimping plugs onto control buses for 
BPII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Father Christmas checking out our layout at the Bunnings Christmas party Dec 24.  
Merv in full flight. 
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No – not having a snooze. Michael at work on the scenery on BP II. 
 

 

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
 

President: Bob Morton 
Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil 
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
 

Committee Members: 
Peter Amey, John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, 

John Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 
 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John 
Webster, John Wishart. 
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Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
 
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 
2617.    
 
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 
 
Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 
 
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617  
  
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 
Committee. 
 
===================================================================== 
 

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com

