
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
 

November 2024 

`NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 6th November 2024.   

OCTOBER 2024 

22 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

23 Oct (Wed)  Charlestown at Woden Children’s Hospital 

26 Oct (Sat) Turner School Fete - Charlestown 

29 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 
NOVEMBER 2024 

3 Nov (Sun) Charlestown at Hall Markets 

5 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 6 Nov (Weds) Club meeting – Topic: TBA 

9 Nov (Sat) Juniors running session 

12 Nov(Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

19 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts  

20 Nov (Weds) Club meeting – Running night 

26 Nov (Tues)  Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

THEY SAID: 

 

 

 

            

 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I'm afraid this wasn't 
it.” - Groucho Marx 



AROUND THE CLUBROOM 

Tuesday 15th October 2024 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Ken brought along a steam 

locomotive model which 

intrigued some of the 

members. We asked him to run 

it on the DCC track and this is 

what we discovered: 

 

Ken purchased the model 2nd hand.  

He told us that the 4-4-4-wheel arrangement loco was 

of a pre-WW1 design of German origin, and that the 

model was manufactured by Trix. 

The sound decoder had some interesting effects that 

generated comment from onlookers. The design is 

certainly more of a Continental model than one from 

the U.K. or Australia. George operated the controller 

for us and tested some of the functions. Thanks for 

allowing us to “Railfan” your model, Ken. 

around the table (with tea or coffee) 

and a biscuit (from the tin near the 

bottom of the photo) is an important 

part of belonging to the Club. Tom, 

table) was working out why the 

Carousel that he made was running 

so fast. It turned out to be a simple 

problem with the electrical supply. 

Michael, (nearest camera on R.H. 

side) always has a fund of 



PROGRESS ON THE NEW CLUBROOM LAYOUT 

Known as “Baldwin Park II” 

 

Imagine looking at an enlarged letter “E” turned on its side, with the joining “spine” at the top. 

That is the basic shape of B.P. II, which is divided into 3 power districts, as shown on the 

diagram below: 

 

Districts 2 and 3 now have track laid and power supplied to the tracks. District 1 is taking up 

a fair amount of time, as the track plan has “evolved” since its inception. 

Graeme and Terry were spotted on Tuesday 15th Oct. attempting to solve some of the issues 

that had been raised. 

          

Graeme (L) and Terry looking for track solutions on the screen. (Much easier on the screen 

than on the track base!) 

Track laying is being completed on Board 2 of District 1, preparatory to turning the board over 

to install the droppers and wiring.  On Board 2, outer tracks are powered for DC operation, 

BUT it will be possible for ALL tracks to be switched to DCC operation. However, there will be 



no additional DC tracks. (As an interesting aside, the Club voted to operate on DCC for its 

exhibition and Clubroom layouts following the highly successful seminar on DCC organized 

by Peter Amey in July of 2010.) 

After the wiring on Board 2 is complete, track laying on Boards 2,4 and 5 will take place, 

followed by wiring. 

     

Work is progressing slowly on the landforms and scenery in Districts 2 and 3. The end loop of 

District 3 has thrown up some inventive ideas for both scenery and (possible) smaller gauge 

trackwork for a suggested zoo. 

Seen around the Club. 

Michael H. brought this 3-D printed rolling-stock item (the hopper) to the Clubroom on Tuesday 

morning, 8th October. 

 

The HO scale diesel shunting loco is shown for comparison of size. 

View of the upper track over the ends 

of Power Districts 1, 2 and 3. 

Nearest the camera is the loop, mainly over 

the top of District 1, Board 1, but partly 

overhanging Board 2. Both the inner and 

outer tracks on the upper level are normally 

DC. However, they will be able to be changed 

to DCC via a switch on each of the DC 

controller boards. 

The lower track under the loop (seen crossing 

from Board 1 to Board 2) will be re-aligned for 

its meeting with the tracks towards the board 

edge. 



 

The end view shows buffers and the location for the couplers. 

Michael explained that it took about 10 hours to draw the model and then about 20 hours to 

print. He used PETG filament for the initial printing (which, to the eye of the Bulletin reporter, 

looked impressive.) 

Why make a model at 1:32 scale (G scale)? He has a dream of one day constructing a Garden 

Railway in G scale. Where did he find the plan for the model? “On the internet ‘somewhere’ “. 

What comes next?  “The couplers.”   Then Michael will determine if the model can be printed 

using a metal filament, followed by investigating if it is feasible to print a locomotive in 1:32 

scale. Painting: “a primer used on all parts, followed by a topcoat colour.” 

 

 

 

 

ANOTHER “BRICKS & MORTAR” HOBBY SHOP CLOSES 

After re-opening only recently, ALL ABOARD HOBBIES, located in the NSW Southern 

Highlands, has recently announced via email that the store is closing. In his latest email, 

proprietor, Brendan, explains: “It wasn't our plan, but it's a necessary decision for our 

personal well-being.” At the time of typing this item (18th October), the store was selling 

out of its remaining stock with a 30% discount on items. 

With the scarcity of local Hobby Stores in our region, the latest news is a blow for modelers. 

We offer Brendan & team our collective thanks for the service they have supplied and wish 

them well for the future. 



 

ONE FOR LEE 

 

 

 
 



My first real try at “Kit Bashing”. 

 

The Acting Editor shares his Trials, Tribulations, and eventual Triumph! 

Over an extended period, I have been accumulating rolling stock that could be run on a 

logging railway. I have noticed that I’m not the only member of our Club with an interest in 

this style of modeling – several members have occasionally been operating some interesting 

logging consists, some even running them on the new Clubroom layout. 

I already have an old-time steam loco (an old “Roundhouse” brand Climax with a gearbox that 

sounds as though it is full of gravel.  There is also a small 40-ton diesel switcher, already fitted 

with a DCC decoder that would be ideal on a small logging model railway. 

HOWEVER, I do not have what we call a “guards van” and in the USA it is called a “Caboose”. 

The style of caboose that interests me is called, appropriately, a “logging caboose,” which is 

pretty logical when you think about it. 

Now, the type of logging caboose that I have been after can be found in kit form for around 

U.S.$89.00 or so plus around U.S.$20 – 25 for mailing to Australia. My hobby budget doesn’t 

stretch that far! 

As a solution, I contemplated taking a not-too-pricey U.S. railway caboose and shortening it 

for logging purposes. Looks easy enough in YouTube videos, but I have never carried out the 

type of kit surgery (“kit-bashing”) that is required to take a full-sized caboose and reduce it in 

size to (a) look like it might be used on a logging railway, and (b) part-destroy a perfectly 

operating piece of rolling stock and not end up with a series of plastic pieces suitable only for 

the bin. 

 

The starting point – a very yellow U.P. caboose with truck-mounted couplers of the wrong type. 



The idea that  I had in mind was to shorten the length of the caboose, keeping the end steps 

and platforms (with their railings), reduce the number of windows, remove the cupola (that 

viewing platform above the main body), fit new and free-running bogies with metal wheels, 

and fit body-mounted Kadee couplers, possibly with longer shanks because of the overhang 

from the loaded log wagons. The original U.P. caboose had truck-mounted couplers, but of a 

non-compatible type. 

There was a LOT of hesitation in getting started. (a) I had never done this type of modelling 

before and therefore had no practical experience; (b) Did I have the skills to do the job, e.g. 

making straight cuts through the body of a rail vehicle – not once, but several times; (c) Could 

I program the correct sequence of sub-tasks needed to make a passable model? (d) Would it 

stand up to scrutiny when I took it to the Clubroom to demonstrate my achievement (or lack 

of?) 

Fortunately, there are modelers in our Club who not only give sound advice when asked, but 

who also build up a person’s confidence in trying something not previously experienced. My 

thanks go to those members – they know who they are. I realized when starting the project 

that it was CONFIDENCE that was most needed – confidence in my ability to achieve a 

passable result in an area way outside my previous experience and skills. 

Having measured (many times), worked out a sequence of steps, checked that I had the right 

tools and modeling materials, it was time to begin. The first step was to disassemble the 

caboose (easier than I had realized) and then measure and mark where the cuts were to go. 

The “step of no return” was that of cutting out (shortening) the base using a razor saw and 

sanding the resulting pieces using a sanding block and a modelling set-square to ensure level 

surfaces to be joined up at a later stage. 

 

Well, I have made the first cuts and sanded the surfaces. The centre section will be     

discarded. 

 

 

The cupola that sat above the roof came out easily and the centre 

section will be removed and discarded. 



 

 

                        The cut surfaces have been sanded and they fit together quite well. 

 

 

I only wanted two windows on each side, so styrene sheet has been cut 

to fit the unwanted window spaces and a wider piece of styrene reinforces the 

body on the inside. 

 

A piece of thin styrene sheet was glued to the underside of the caboose roof to strengthen it, 

and a thicker piece of sheet styrene was glued to the base to provide strengthening and as a 

base for glueing metal weights. Upon checking, the body of the caboose fitted nicely on the 

base with the holding clips fitting perfectly into the moulded holes at each end. My measuring 

and cutting must be improving! 

 

 

          

(Above Left): Four windows were blocked in the body sides and styrene sheet support was glued to the 

roof underside. (Above Right): Metal weights glued to the base, held in place by a heavy modelling set- 

square base. 



 

 

The join has been filled and styrene pads have been installed under the base ready for Kaydee 

couplers to be fitted. Bogies will be screwed in place ready for a coupler height test. 

   A choice had to be made: . . . 

After sanding back the plastic putty in the join between the two sections, plus the area where 

the unwanted window spaces had been filled, the result was . . . not up to the standard that I 

wanted. There were still a few small gaps and the filled window spaces sagged a little. There 

were two choices:   (a) Do some further filling and sanding; OR 

(b) Cover all sides of the main body with scribed styrene sheet to 

simulate timber cladding. 

My wife pointed out that, if I added styrene cladding, I would lose the roof overhang on the 

sides. Not a good idea. Repeating the filling and sanding was the better option. 

Sanding can be a tedious operation, but worthwhile if done properly. It took 3 coats plus 

sanding until the caboose sides were suitable for spray painting. 

After repeated bouts of filling and sanding, the point was reached where I felt that the model 

was as good as I was going to get it. Cleaning and painting followed. The exterior of the body 

was given 2 coats of Vallejo Hobby paint (spray can) in “Leather” brown. The interior (which 

won’t be seen), was coated with Tamiya “Olive drab” spray paint to cover the original yellow. 

The roof was coated with Tamiya “Metallic Black”. When dry, the window “glass” was added - 

scrap pieces of thick, clear plastic packaging.  



 

New bogies fitted & swing well. Coupler height gauge shows couplers adjusted correctly 

After several days paint drying and hardening time, the masking tape was carefully removed, 

and the body was mated to its underframe. The result is shown below: 

 

Not perfect, but a satisfying first attempt. Also, a lot less expensive than purchasing a kit or 

completed model from a dealer or the internet. 

What have I learned? 

• To seek advice from good modellers within the Model railway Club and follow their 

advice. 

• “Have a go” at a project. I found it hard to make that 1st cut with a razor saw, but once 

it was made the rest followed. 

• Measure, and measure again. I am amazed that I got my measurements accurate 

enough that the little retaining tags at either end of the cabin fitted back into the reduced 

length base without needing alteration (or force!) 

• Not to seek absolute perfection in the result, as you won’t achieve that. There are a 

few small touches still to go (e.g. painting the outside of the metal wheels), but it is an 

acceptable model that will get plenty of use on my logging trains 

• One successful “kit bash” project gives you confidence to attempt another. 

My thanks to those Club members who provided advice & encouragement to me when I 

undertook this project. 



 

 

 

These sayings/insults are incredible gems from an era before the English language 
got boiled down to 4-letter words!  Just a reminder you don't have to be vulgar. 

[A small selection of a contribution from Chris.]   

 

 

    

   

    

        

 

     

   

  

INSULTS 

The exchange between Winston Churchill & Lady Astor: 

She said, "If you were my husband, I'd give you poison." 

He said, "If you were my wife, I'd drink it." 

 

"His mother should have thrown him away 
and kept the stork.” - Mae West 

 "He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to 

run up.” - Paul Keating 

 

 "Some cause happiness wherever they go; 

others, whenever they go.” - Oscar Wilde 

 

 "I've just learned about his illness. 

Let's hope it's nothing trivial.” - Irvin S. 

Cobb 

 

https://gumtreesandgalaxies.com/2020/10/30/churchill-and-the-platypus/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


MORE LAYOUT PROGRESS AS SEEN ON 22.10.2024 

 

Electrical work has progressed on District 1 of Baldwin Park II (the new Clubroom layout), with 

the Head of the Electrical Dept. busy installing point motors to the inverted side of Board 2. 

 

Terry was snapped hard at work on a point motor. Look at how better it is to invert the 

baseboard for working rather than doing the job above your head whilst lying on a hard floor. 

 
   

 

The 3 wise men contemplate the options 

for scenery at the free end of District 3 on 

Baldwin Park II.  

Bob is standing in front of the small rural 

township of Drury (see following photos) 

and Lee and Daryl have been discussing 

options for track and landforms at the 

end of the peninsular. 



 

 

From the right, the Drury buildings consist of the Railway Hotel (what else, given its location), 

Palethorpe’s General Store, Drury Medical Centre, then the Service Station and lastly a small 

cottage with a neat lawn and garden. 

 

Whilst the blue-overalled mechanic works on the car sitting on the hoist, the two passengers 

stand on the pavement discussing how they will fill in the next couple of hours whilst waiting. 



 

The General Store is obviously a popular meeting place for the Drury township inhabitants. 

 

A Tuesday afternoon view of scenery work progressing on Techtopia layout (22.10.24). 

MENTOR PROGRAM UPDATE 



 

 

The town station (yet to be sited beside the rail tracks) has been populated by the students. 

The rail service is obviously well-patronised, and platform access is achieved via the subway 

entrance on the left-hand end. 

 

Term 4 has commenced with a small number of students and two Youth Workers. Students 

have been working diligently towards completion of the “Techtopia” layout. Everyone has been 

able to see good progress by the end of each session. Co-ordination of the electrical system 

is underway, using linked Arduino microprocessors to control building lighting, track power, the 

football stadium and the 24-hour day to night LED ambient lighting. The aim is to complete the 

project by the end of Term 4. 

 

 

A team from our Club exhibited Charlestown at the Children’s Hospital by invitation. A 

reconnaissance trip was made in advance to check on the location, trailer access, parking 

availability, etc, as this was the Club’s first visit to this venue. 

Whilst the number of young train operators wasn’t large (but that must be a good thing when 

you consider this was a venue for sick children: bigger crowd = more sick children!), the 

children, parents and staff loved the U-Drive layout. 

CMRCI exhibits at the Canberra Children’s Hospital 

Wednesday afternoon 23rd October 2024 



 

The children who came through to the exhibit thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

 

 

 

These enthusiastic staffers are obviously model train enthusiasts! 

 



 

Jeff Michael also brought along boxes of his 3D printed models to give away, and the 

Community Care nurse snapped up most of his stock.  

 

. . .  and then there was the TURNER SCHOOL FETE: 

 

Saturday 26th October saw 7 Club members and “Charlestown” exhibiting at the inner 

Canberra north Public-School fete at Turner. 



 

 

The consist that kids and parents called “The Halloween Train” was a popular hit, running 

behind the sound-equipped Thomas locomotive. 

 

 

 

 

The Royal visit to Canberra earlier this past month has come and gone, but we thought 

that a model railway response was appropriate. HM King Charles arrived and departed 

our city by aircraft BUT . . . Patrick G. brought his Hornby Royal Train trainset to the 

Clubroom for us to see (thanks, Patrick). 

 

   Patrick ensures that the coaches of the 3-carriage set are correctly set on the track. 

A late response to the Royal Visit 



 

The Hornby set is comprised of the LMS locomotive “Princess Elizabeth” and 3 coaches: A 

sleeper brake coach, HM the Queen’s personal saloon and HRH the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

personal coach. In the late 1990’s they were still part of the Royal Train. 

 

John (left) and Tom cast a careful eye over the Royal Train, set up on the track  

of Baldwin Park II. 

 

 

 

 

The Galloping Goose 

Just returned from a trip to the USA, our 

Treasurer, Phil Y., provides some 

insights into a visit to the Narrow-Gauge 

favourite, the Galloping Goose 

(Colorado USA). 



If the Rio Grande Southern Railroad had ever been a profitable endeavour with the changing 

economy of its fledgling days, the “Galloping Goose” might never have been “hatched” to 

accommodate travel by rail in the remote and isolated regions of far southwestern Colorado. 

The narrow-gauge railroad was conceived and built in 1890-91 by the unflappable “Pathfinder 

of the San Juans,” Otto Mears. It was over 160 miles long and ran from the town of Ridgway 

on the north to Durango on the south going through the towns of Telluride, Rico, Dolores and 

Mancos. 

The RGS’s early revenues came 

mainly from the numerous silver and 

gold mines near Telluride, Ophir and 

Rico. Hauling hundreds of tons of 

precious metal ores and hundreds of 

passengers in and out of the area 

made the financial condition of the 

railroad extraordinarily strong for its 

first two and one-half years! 

However, the repeal of the Sherman 

Silver Purchase Act caused the 

Silver Panic of 1893, and silver 

prices plummeted. As a result, many 

silver mines were closed, people fled 

the area by the thousands, and the 

railroad slipped into its first 

receivership that same year.  

Nevertheless, the railroad survived – 

just barely at times – for another 40 

years hauling various kinds of freight 

and passengers until the stock 

market crash in 1929 spelled the 

almost certain financial failure of the 

railroad.  

However, there remained an obligation and responsibility for the railroad to provide reliable 

transportation for small amounts of freight, what few passengers there were, and the always-

important U.S. Mail. It was time to economize! There had to be a way! There was. A new rail 

vehicle was born from an ingenious idea and developed into what later became widely known 

as the Galloping Geese. 

In June 1931, the first “Motor” was built by master mechanic Jack Odenbaugh and his crew at 

the Southern’s Ridgway shops.  Eventually there was a fleet of seven in operation on the RGS.  

The cost was USD2,599 for No. 5, which was built with a 1928 Pierce-Arrow limousine body 

and running gear.  It was rebuilt in 1946/47, using a World War II surplus GMC gasoline truck 

engine and a Wayne Corporation bus body. In 1950, the freight/mail compartment was 

converted to carry 20 additional passengers for sightseeing trips. With a one-man crew, and 

operating on gasoline rather than steam, our local Galloping Goose and its fellow goslings fit 

the bill for economic travel. 



Even though originally built from Buicks and Pierce Arrows, the word “dignified” never seems 

to have been included in their description, but they were serviceable and definitely fit their 

purpose. Traveling through the countryside with a horn that could easily be mistaken for the 

call of a real goose, they were said to have “waddled” down the uneven, poorly maintained 

tracks of the cash-strapped Rio Grande Southern. 

Throughout the Great Depression, World War II and all the way to abandonment in 1952, the 

RGS continued to operate steam engine powered trains on an irregular schedule as needed 

for hauling heavy freight and livestock shipments. However, by mid-1933, a Motor – a 

Galloping Goose – was used for hauling most passengers, small amounts of freight and the 

U.S. Mail. 

From 1891 until 1933, the RGS carried passengers and mail in coaches and mail cars on 

regularly scheduled passenger trains. After 1933, the only choice for folks traveling through 

far southwestern Colorado by rail was the not-so-spacious accommodations of a waddling, 

honking Galloping Goose. Sometimes the ride included such entertainment as going over the 

top of Lizard Head Pass in a blinding blizzard in an unheated Goose or waiting somewhere 

along the line for floodwaters to subside, but in most cases, it was “the only way to fly.” 

After World War II, the old muddy wagon roads slowly became the more like highways, and 

trucks and passenger buses began to rob the railroad of business. In 1950, the federal 

government did not renew the U.S. Mail contract with the RGS and financially, that was the 

last straw. Tourist passenger traffic during the summers of 1950 and 1951 did not generate 

enough revenue to keep the failing railroad alive. 

In April 1952, the Interstate Commerce Commission gave permission to the Receiver in 

Denver to abandon the entire railroad. The first rails were pulled up in early September of 1952 

and by March of 1953 the scrappers had finished their job, and it was all gone! That is to say, 

the railroad line was gone but some of the equipment survives to this day, including Galloping 

Goose No. 5 nesting here in Dolores. 

In 1952, members of the Dolores Rotary Club purchased Galloping Goose No. 5 from the 

court-appointed receiver for $250. It was then put it on display in Flanders Park in Dolores as 

a reminder of the town’s railroad 

heritage. 

The Galloping Goose Historical 

Society of Dolores, Inc. was founded 

in 1987. The Society’s first big project 

(in 1991) was to build a replica of the 

original RGS Dolores depot. The new 

building is slightly northeast of the 

original location. It is a Victorian 

structure and painted in the RGS 

colour scheme of buff yellow with 

brown trim. It contains the Society’s 

railroad museum and gift shop. Phil at Dolores with Galloping Goose #5 (Sep 2024) 

In 1997 and 1998, the Society completely restored Galloping Goose No. 5 to operating 

condition through the efforts of hundreds of hours of volunteer labour and thousands of dollars 



in donations. Goose No. 5 made its first run in almost 47 years on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 

Railroad in May 1998.  

All seven are still fully operational, but only 2 are operating as tourist attractions (#4 and 5).  

The rest are scattered around the USA in various railroad museums.  Goose No. 5 is now a 

very popular attraction operating on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad in June and on the 

Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad during Railfest in August. 

Displays in the Dolores Museum show the history of the RGS, the Galloping Goose and the 

town of Dolores, including a diorama of the town’s railroad yard as it looked in 1946. These 

and other displays make a visit to Dolores’ only museum worthwhile. The museum gift shop 

features numerous items of railroad memorabilia as well as gift shop items relating to railroads. 

Many railroad books and videos are also for sale including the award-winning series People 

and Places of the Four Corners (Bowyer Productions). We also have the 12-volume set of 

“The RGS Story” by Dell McCoy and Russ Coleman (Sundance Publications). 

U-tube Video of Galloping Geese #4 and #5 at Ridgeway: https://youtu.be/t9pHpanRiuw 

 

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
 

President: Bob Morton 
Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil 
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 
Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

 
Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John 

Webster, John Wishart. 
 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
 
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, 
Kaleen ACT 2617.    
 
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 
 
Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 
 
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617  
  
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 

Management Committee. 

https://youtu.be/t9pHpanRiuw
http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com

