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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter

September 2024

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 4" September, 2024.
Chris Neil will speak on “Railway Wheels and Profiles”. It may sound like a boring, too
technical subject, but it has a direct bearing on the performance of your models, particulalrly
locomotives. Come and learn how some knowledge of the subject can improve the running
of your locos and rolling stock.

THE FORWARD EVENTS CALENDER

SEPTEMBER 2024

3 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

4 Sep (Weds) Club meeting — Topic: Railway wheels and

profiles

7 and 8 Sep (Sat/Sun) Goulburn Model Railway Exhibition

10 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

17 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

18 Sep (Weds) Club meeting — Running night

24 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts
OCTOBER 2024

1 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

2 Oct (Wed) Club meeting — Topic: Train Trivia - Europe

6 Oct (Sun) Hall Markets - Charlestown

8 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

12 Oct (Sat) Juniors running session

15 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts




16 Oct (Wed) Continuing work on Club layouts — Running
night

22 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

23 Oct (Weds) Canberra Pediatric Hospital - Charlestown

26 Oct (Sat) Turner School Fete - Charlestown

29 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts

HACKED EMAIL ACCOUNT

My email has been hacked. | have found six emails with
over 265 different addresses (many more than | have in my
personal address book) that have been sent out purportedly
from my email address requesting that the addressee
respond or purchase Apple Gift Cards or send money.

They are false and should be deleted immediately!

The emails will seem to come from rbmorton@iinet.net.au
and will have “Cheers” and my electronic signature
(RobertBMorton) on the bottom. All my personal emails
were signed ‘Regards’ with my electronic signature.

| finally raised the Messaging Company, the company that
now manages email for iiNet, and it appears that we have
partially fixed the problem. | can use their system to receive
and send emails, but it doesn’t give me access to my
Address Book. | will keep trying to open the iiNet account attached to Outlook so that | have
access to my Address Book, but it seems impossible.

My new emails will still be rbmorton@iinet.net.au but | will finish all new emails with

Regards Bob — that is no signature.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. was held at the
UCHSK clubroom at 7:20 pm Wednesday 215t August 2024.

The President opened with a welcoming address. The minutes of the last AGM and the
EGM meeting of the 5th June were confirmed.



mailto:rbmorton@iinet.net.au
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Reports were received from:

President —

Treasurer

Expo Manger/Coordinator

Mentoring Group

A copy of the President’s report is attached to this newsletter as Appendix A.

The Treasurer’s report demonstrated that the CMRCI is in a more than satisfactory financial
situation.

Fees for the financial year 2024 — 2025 were set at $60.00 per member.
The Management Committee for 2024-2025 was elected with the following results:

Office Bearers

President Bob Morton
Vice President Herb Hobbs
Secretary Chris Neil
Treasurer Phil Young

Committee Members

Peter Amey John Fuhrman
Mal Irving Noel Lee

Paul Liston John Lord
Andrew Lund Terry Smith
George Watts

Appointments
The following appointments were agreed:

Export Manager/Coordinator Herb Hobbs
Property Manager Chris Neil



Bulletin Editor Peter Amey

Website Coordinator David Gorrell
Facebook Coordinator John Lord
Auditor Mike Mooney

Agreed that the Australian Capital Territory Model Railway Society be the organisation in
which CMRCI vests its surplus property in the event of the dissolution or winding up of
CMRCI.

Agreed that the following members be signatories to CMRCI bank accounts:

President
Secretary
Treasurer
And two Committee members — Paul Liston and Andrew Lund.

The meeting closed at 2015.

THE COMMITTEE

The following are your committee. These are your representatives and the people to talk to
about complaints, comments, suggestions, compliments and ideas. Your contribution is
important. Talk to them, don’t be shy!

President

Bob Morton




Vice President

Herb Hobbs

Secretary

Chris Neil




Treasurer

Phil Young

The following are your committee
members.

Peter Amey




Mal Irving

Noel Lee

Paul Liston

il




John Lord

Terry Smith

Andrew Lund




George Watts

John Fuhrman — new committee member.

THE GOULBURN MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 2024
The Goulburn Model Railway Club’s Exhibition will be held in Goulburn on Saturday 7" and
Sunday 8" September. CMRCI will display McEvoy Junction.

Their website says “The Goulburn Model Expo has been organised by the Georges River
Model Railway Club to be held at the Veolia Arena (Goulburn Recreation Area) in Goulburn.
The Expo is being held to help promote the hobbies of model railways and plastic kit
modelling, helping foster healthy alternatives for the development of our young people.
There will be over 30 displays of model railway layouts and a myriad of plastic models on
display.

Countless vendors will be attending, who carry everything from basic starter sets for a new
modeller, modelling tools and paints, through to highly detailed models and accessories for
skilled modellers. All exhibitors are only too happy to answer any questions that you may
have. There will also be several clinics where people can observe and learn how to use the
modelling skills and methods being shown.”

Sounds like it could be a good show and probably worth travelling the 100 Km or so up the
road to Goulburn to have a look.

The Expo address is 47 Braidwood Road, Goulburn NSW



GEORGE - OUR WANDERING FRIEND

The last report received from George was dated Tuesday 20" August when he was in
Geraldton in God’s Own Country (i.e. Western Australia). At that time, he was intending to
drive to Moore and on to Northam. Presumably he will then travel across the Nullarbor and
back to The Eastern States. Intends to be back in Canberra by late September.

He has had a good trip and good weather so far, except for a heavy storm in Geraldton on
the 16'"/17" of this month.

On the 20" he was reported to be in Meckering, a wheatbelt town (remember the earthquake
there?) which is on the Great Eastern Highway on the way to The Eastern States.

George is not our only wanderer, however. Andrew L has just arrived back from a short trip
to Broken Hill, then north to Katherine. Left turn to Western Australia and home via Marble
Bar and the WA wheatbelt. His vehicle covered 17,000 Km.

UCHSK VISIT TO CMRCI

On Tuesday morning 6"August CMRCI received Kate Woods, newly appointed Principal of
UCHSK. She was accompanied by the new Business Manager Leanne Rankin. Chris Neil
gave an introduction to the Club and explained the work being done on the Baldwin Park I
layout as well as matters pertinent to the school’s relationship with CMRCI.

-----

Chris received the new Principal of UCHSK, Kate Woods (tre) and the new
Business Manager, Leanne Rankine (right) on their first visit to CMRCI.
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TRACK CLEANING - By Andrew L.

| have long been seriously annoyed by my trains usually running poorly, if at all. Not
good to continually be asking someone to "please give it a push". Do other train folk
find it hard to be cheery when your trains are running badly?- it can ruin my whole
day.

Failed cleaning methods tried so far have included:

* metho on a pad

*WD 40 on a pad

* No-Ox and other concoctions suggested on Youtube

* My 'conductive grease' does not actually conduct. | thought it may protect tracks
from oxidising.

* scraping rails with a stainless steel washer

* 3000 grit sandpaper - hard to obtain but sourced from Italy

* track rubbers

* Isopropyl alcohol on a pad

| have achieved momentary improvements followed by profound disappointment
Possibly the many attempts to clean the track have left it now covered in complicated
gunk.

Today | was trying to find a use for the stack of white foam, 'magic erasers' that |
bought some years ago. They were very cheap, and a window cleaner had told me
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they are good for cleaning windows. My windows are better than they used to be.
But surprise! A small piece dampened with metho did a terrific job on tracks. Just a
gentle wipe followed by drying and vacuuming. If you do not know what a 'magic
eraser' is - have a look on Youtube.

For the first time | can remember, my trains can run slowly over points. They can
even stop on a point and change direction. | know it sounds like dangerous fantasy
talk!

Hopefully the success is not short lived. However, | have cancelled plans to rip up
the tracks and install roads and rail trails.

'he manager at the local IKEA is retiring,

50 | sent him a cake.

A POSSIBLE SOLUTION FOR RE-MOTORING YOUR OLD LIMA MODEL
LOCOMOTIVES.
By RonG

Many older models still have
much to offer, and a new drop-in

replacement motor package for
Lima locomatives pravides an
alternative to the original
Ringticid-type mechanism.

The old Ringfield motor (rear) with the replacement shown at front.
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Photo from Model Rail Page, May 2024, page 58

There are still members of our Club who have old Lima brand model locos that they
find difficult to dispose of. They don’t run very well (DC of course) but they are kept
for sentimental or other reasons.

Some years ago, a re-motoring product came on the Australian market aimed at
reviving old Lima locos. A few of our members tried it out with some small
improvement in performance, but it didn’t catch on.

The May 2024 issue of the U.K. magazine “Model Rail” has an illustrated “How to do
it” article about a drop-in replacement for temperamental Lima motors, and the
concept just might appeal to those who would really like to get their old Lima loco
models rolling again.

The article also provided one of those interesting snippets of information that crop up
occasionally — the derivation of the brand “Lima”.

Formed immediately after WW2, Lima initially manufactured spare parts for the full-
sized Italian railways. The name Lima comes from the full title of Lavorazione Italiana
Metalli e Affini. The company changed to making metal toys after the Italian Govt. took
the production of railway components in-house. By the 1970’s Lima was one of the
world’s largest model manufacturers and specialized in HO scale model railways,
including serving the Australian market. It switched to OO model production when HO
products had limited appeal for the UK market. The brand struggled when world-wide
production shifted to China in the 1990’s and eventually went out of business in 2004.

In more recent times, a Dutch firm (Micromotor.eu) produced a new range of drop-in
power units with 12V coreless motors. These are distributed by Peter’s Spares in
the U.K. (www.petersspares.com ).

The article in the May 2024 Model Rail magazine covers 4 pages of step-by-step
photo information taking the modeler through the installation process. The reviewer
(expert modeler George Dent) states that the installation of a new motor was simple
and offers a marked improvement in power. He adds that there is still quite a bit of
noise from the original gears, but this is to be expected.

It is not known if there is an Australian distributor of the motor, but Peter’s Spares in
the U.K. may be able to provide information including cost of supply and postage to
Australia.
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TRAIN MAD GRANDAD
CMRCI recently received the following email:

Hi there, (From East Midlands, UK)

| have recently launched my own, not for profit, lighthearted website called Train Mad
Grandad after a comment from my grandson to distinguish which grandad he was
talking about.  www.trainmadgrandad.uk

| have found retirement a bit difficult to adapt to as | enjoyed being useful. | am a
railway modeller (RM MAG Oct 2014) and was a guard on the Kent and East Sussex
Railway for some ten years.

Trevor Powell
prescotian31@btinternet.com

AROUND THE CLUBROOM

The removal of the McEvoy Junction layout to the trir a big space floor.
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But it didn’t take long for the engineers to start on the ti sector of Baldwin
Park Il. Terry, Noel and Jim in action, supervised by Don.
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The blue steel frame underneath is the framework for section 3. Thanks Terry

After considerable effort construction work on the far corner track and viaduct on Section 1 is
complete and scenery work will commence soon.
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Phil has been responsible for the complex DC and DCC trackwork and apart from the
usual initial bugs, the track is living up to expectations. Thanks Phil.
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Mike alongside his 3d printed viaduct. Also a complex job with the arches having to
be engineered to fit the trackwork and the curves. Colour scheme by Mrs H. Well
done, Mike.
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The cattle saleyards and feedloae starting to take sp. Welldone, Lee.
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RobL receiving his
membership
certificate from the
President. Rob has
actually been a
member for some
time, but this was
the first opportunity
to present it.

¥ - R
The electromcs crew ass:gnmg pomt numbers for use with macros. Why do they look
worried?
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REWARD

During 2023 and early 2024, | slowly accumulated a consist of 6 NSW car carriers with a full
load of HO scale vehicles.

NSW railaysl_::ar carrier of the type in question;

In April or May this year | think that | bought them to the clubroom to try them out on
McEvoy Junction. It may be that | was distracted by other matters at the time and went
home without them. | am not at all sure that this was the case, but the wagons cannot be
found anywhere else, so this is a last resort.

| am offering a reward of $200.00 for anyone knows of the whereabouts of the wagons and
can lead me to them.

If you can help, please contact me direct on 0439640 756 or prapers3@gmail.com.

Thanks
PeterA

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS

President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young

Committee Members:
Peter Amey, John Fuhrman, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John
Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron Geeves, John
Webster, John Wishart.
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Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive,
Kaleen ACT 2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Management Committee.
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APPENDIX A

2023/24 PRESIDENTS REPORT

The past year has flown once again and so we find ourselves in another Annual General
Meeting. At the last AGM | stated that it was going to be my last year as president, but with
Herb taking on the role as Expo Co-ordinator, we decided that we were asking a bit much of
him to also become the new president. So, | will stand once again for election — but this time
it is in writing that this is to be my last year in office.

Clubroom Sessions

Meetings have continued in our Clubroom at the University of Canberra High School Kaleen.
We have been a little hampered by the construction of our new permanent layout but have
still been able to use McEvoy Junction, the largest of our display layouts, for members to run
their trains during meeting times. Our new layout is progressing well, with Terry Smith and
Phil Young doing most of the trackwork and wiring. It is a massive job, and their efforts are
well appreciated. As we get closer to actually having a complete layout, everyone is
champing at the bit to start doing the scenery work — despite efforts to ensure that trains can
run without derailment or any construction impediments.

I guess the one thing we haven’t decided is a name for the new layout, which occupies
nearly two thirds of our space. So, if you have any suggestions, please feel free.

A large part of our normal activities involves spending time displaying our layouts at church
and school fetes, at Hall Markets and at other charitable organisations to help promote their
activities. We also use the Charlestown U-drive at various Bunnings stores around town to
advertise the annual Expo. These events are very important as they help advertise the Club
and allow us to spend time talking to people about what we do. So, | would like to thank
everyone who has been a volunteer at these activities because they as so important for so
many different reasons.

Another area of critical importance is the work that a small number of our members do in the
Mentor Group with students at the school who have special needs. This work underpins our
access to our Clubroom at the school and our continuance as a tax-free organisation. Chris
Neil is the Mentor Group Co-ordinator and has submitted a report for inclusion in the AGM.
Thank you to all who volunteer to assist that group.

Visit to Stephe Jitt’s Kangaroo Valley Model Railway

CMRCI received an invitation to visit the Kangaroo Valley Historical Railway out in
Murrumbateman and did so on Saturday 2 September 2023. The layout is owned by Stephe
Jitts, a long term and highly regarded railway modeller. The layout was originally located at
Yass but moved with Stephe when he and his wife purchased a property at Murrumbateman
a year or so ago. He stated that the house was too big, but the shed was just right, being two
stories with the layout on the bottom floor in an area about the size of our Clubroom.

The Kangaroo Valley layout has been extended by a group of volunteers working with
Stephe and is regularly used for railway operations. In fact, it was viewing this layout after
having the operational matters described to us that we decided that our new Club layout
should also allow similar operations to take place.

Visit to the Lithgow ZIG Zag Railway

Mid last year Noel Lee suggested that we should visit the Lithgow Zig Zag Railway as a Club
in October. He managed to arrange the details and set-up the trip and then he immediately
went travelling and left me to finalise things. It was really a bit like herding cats, trying to
organise travel, motel rooms and the like.
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However, it was done and some 16 members and 12 of their partners made their way up the
back roads via Bathurst to Lithgow. We stopped off in Bathurst and visited the Bathurst Rail
Museum to break the journey and arrived in Lithgow on Saturday night. We stayed in the
Workies Club in Lithgow and many members went to a Seekers Rival at the Club that night.
On Sunday we were up and about fairly early to go down to the station where we joined the
train for the trip.

Peter Amey has written a great report if you want details of the whole weekend with
photographs. It was a great weekend, and everyone really enjoyed themselves. We are now
looking for similar opportunities where we can include our partners in our hobby and get a
little leeway from them when we go out and spend up big.

2024 Expo

Again, Expo was a great success, adding some $10,000.00 to our bank balance. Once
again, | thank all those organisers and the ones who beaver away behind the scenes. There
is an Expo Report included in our AGM proceedings, so | will not go into detail.

The one huge inclusion was a second-hand shop, run by Peter Amey and Therese Lynch,
which allowed members and the Club itself to sell items that they, no longer, had a use for.
This proved extremely successful and will be included in future events.

Tax Initiatives

One of the major things that we have been focussing on is, where we stand with our tax-fee
status under the new regulations imposed by the Australian Tax Office. A small Working
Group has been investigating our status for some nine months or so. We know we are not a
charity and so not want to go down the same path as is being recommended by the
Australian Men’s Shed Association. However, we believe that do meet the requirements as a
community organisation in that we cater for men’s health in a number of ways, provide a
mentor service for young people and assist other charitable organisations in their service
delivery.

We will continue investigating our options and hopefully we will have definitive answer soon.

Thanks

Our members continue to support our visits to show-off our various display layouts and in
providing the mentor group service to a number of students who have been identified by the
school as needing our guidance. | thank you very much for this support because it is very
visible way that we can give back to the community.

| offer my sincere thanks to everyone who has been involved with the Club and in particular
to those on the Club Committee for coming up with ways to support me as we keep the Club
functioning and achieving our goals. The smallest contribution makes a big difference, and it
is really important to work together and ‘Remember the Aim’.

My thanks for your support as we continue to grow and showcase our hobby.

RobertBMorton

President
21 August 2024
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