
 

 

 

    June 2024 

       2 June  (Sun) Hall Markets 

       4 June (Tues) Running and working session 

       5 June (Wed) 
IMPORTANT EVENT! 

Club meeting: Extraordinary General Meeting 
7:30pm to consider two Special Resolutions. 

       8  June (Sat.) Juniors running session 

       11June (Tues) Running and working session 

       18 June (Tues) Running and working session 

       19 June (Wed) Club meeting – Running night 

       25 June (Tues) Running and working session 

  

 

 

 



     July 2024 

2 July  (Tues) Running and working session 
3 July (Wed) Club Meeting: Topic TBA 
7 July (Sun) Hall Markets 
9 July  (Tues) Running and working session 
13 July (Sat) Juniors running session 
16 July  (Tues) Running and working session 
17 July  (Wed) Club Meeting: Running night 
23 July  (Tues) Running and working session 
30 July  (Tues) Running and working session 
  
  
  

 

 

 

A blast from the past:   read a story from the Canberra Times about 

our Club’s first President. 

Whether or not you are conversant with the National Library’s wonderful research tool 
“TROVE”, look up the article published way back on Saturday 23rd July 1963 entitled “A 
man’s world of model trains”. It gives the story of Army Captain H.D. Evans, who was 
Canberra Model Railway Club’s first President (1960). In 1963, he was the Club Secretary, 
and The Canberra Times told the story of his fascination with model trains and of the 
layout that he had built in the basement of his home in the suburb of Campbell. 

There may still be past members of CMRCI living in Canberra who remember Capt. Evans, 
but no present member met him or can tell us anything about him.  The article in the 
newspaper tells of a stage of the development of our hobby that is far removed from what 
we know.  Why not explore “TROVE” using the date 23.7.1963 and the title “A man’s 
world of model trains” and find out for yourself how the Club has changed from those 
very early days? 

The 2024 AGM (annual general 

meeting) of the Club is coming in 

mid-August. 

Think about nominating for 

President, Secretary or Treasurer 

Or a place on the Committee. 



 

          Capt. H.D. Evans operating his model train layout in Campbell in July 1963 

 

So, this guy had found a magic lamp, which had a genie in it. After 

a while... 

**Genie: ** So master, you have one wish left, think wisely. 

 

**Guy: ** Hmmm, I wish there was a railroad that connect New York 

City to Moscow. 

 

**Genie: ** That... is quite a big wish you got there. Do you have 

anything more reasonable? 

 

**Guy: ** In that case, I wish I was able to understand women. 

 

**Genie: ** Did you want your railroad to be single or double track? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

(With apologies to the 1977 makers of the movie by that title that starred 

Sean Connery and Michael Caine). 

Some years ago, I wrote an illustrated piece in this esteemed Bulletin about a very different design in 

railway rolling stock that appeared in the rail yard at Wyalong Central (the railhead for West Wyalong) 

in 1988. It was permanently coupled to two old goods guards’ vans, and it was a puzzle as to what it 

was and what it was used for. 

This was one of the photos that appeared in the Bulletin: 

 

NSWGR Well Wagon W2886 at Wyalong Central in 1988 

After many queries and many guesses, the wagon was identified as being a railway bridge-testing 

wagon. 

Recently, I found additional information about the wagon, and it is constructed on a redundant well-

wagon, originally used for bulky loads that would be out of gauge if loaded on an ordinary flat wagon. 

A Railpage post on the internet advised that this wagon was purchased from the State Rail Authority 

(as it was then) by the Richmond Vale Railway Museum in the NSW Hunter Valley. The original bogie 

well wagon (first coded as “WW”) was one of a number built between 1908 and 1912 by the NSW 

Governments own workshops and by Ritchie Bros. of Auburn in Sydney. It now sits on roller bearing 3-

piece cast bogies. 

A bridge too far?



The wagon is unusual in that it is fitted with two hand brakes and brake cylinders, one at each end. 

It has a riveted frame and has both buffers and hook drawgear. 

It is not known when the original well wagon was converted to a bridge testing wagon.  The original load 

capacity was 40 tons over the bogies, 20 tons distributed and 8 tons in the well centre. 

As can be seen in the photos, additional heavy steelwork has been added above the original well wagon 

and large, heavy concrete slabs (bigger than track sleepers) are sitting across the top longitudinal 

beams, greatly increasing the weight overall. 

When stored at Maitland in the Hunter Valley, the wagon was coupled to guard’s vans NVMF  11782K 

(old code MHG 11782) and NVMF 11568L (MHG 11568). 

 

A view from the other end. Note the size (and weight) of the additional steel beams, the heavy concrete slabs on top 

(spray painted to match the wagon colour) and the steel lattice bracing between the original well wagon frame and the 

upper frame added for bridge testing. 

 

Modelling this wagon is possible if you are prepared to sacrifice a perfectly good well wagon 

model (SDS models recently released a model costing $88.00 plus postage), but kit-bashing surgery 

would be needed on it. Alternately, Andian Models have a brass etch kit that could be sacrificed for the 

cause. Plastruct brand beams would also be needed plus an amount of styrene fabrication. 

Alternatively, a skilled 3-D printing modeler could draw up plans and print sections that would need 

fabrication to produce the final model.  Bogies are available, together with detail parts such as 

handbrake wheels, brake cylinders, buffers, and brass wire for air lines, etc. Spray painted in the 

appropriate colour, and application of decals could complete a model of this unique wagon.  

Then all you need to do is delve deeply into your pockets for the purchase price of two MHG Guards 

vans, probably from eBay or second-hand stalls. Surely that isn’t a bridge too far??? 

      Contributed by Ron G. 



 

 

 

 

A big-city lawyer was representing the railroad in a lawsuit filed by an old rancher. The 
rancher's prize bull was missing from the section through which the railroad passed. The 
rancher only wanted to be paid the fair value of the bull. 
 
The case was scheduled to be tried before the justice of the peace in the back room of the 
general store. The city-slicker attorney for the railroad immediately cornered the rancher and 
tried to get him to settle out of court. He did his best-selling job, and finally the rancher 
agreed to take half of what he was asking. 
 
After the rancher had signed the release and took the check, the young lawyer couldn't resist 
gloating a little over his success, telling the rancher, "You are really dumb, old man, I put one 
over on you in there. I couldn't have won the case. The engineer was asleep, and the 
fireman was in the caboose when the train went through your ranch that morning. I didn't 
have one witness to put on the stand. I bluffed you!" 
 
The old rancher replied, "Well, I'll tell you young feller, I was a little worried about winning 

that case myself, because that darned bull came home this morning."    😊 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown 

What’s in the load? 

 

Spotted on the loading track on McEvoy Junction on Tuesday morning 30th April 

was a string of 4 bulk wagons with an interesting appearance. Juan confirmed that 

the material was indeed rice. Additional wagons in the consist were of the covered 

variety.  We had a conversation about what happens if it rains during transit. .  .  .  

.                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 
BULL! 

https://www.pngall.com/bull-png/download/11905
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Here’s how he did it! 

A brief report on our Club presentation on1st May at 7:30pm 

Michael Craik was our presenter at our regular first Wednesday of the month evening 

meeting. His topic was “Disassembling a model locomotive and servicing it.” Walking into the 

classroom for the presentation, the first thing to notice was the large array of tools and other 

equipment on the bench at the front of the room. Obviously, a lot of thought had gone into 

preparing for this presentation. 

 

A series of prepared slides accompanied the verbal presentation. Graeme’s assistance in 

setting up the projection equipment was appreciated. A good attendance of members made 

the evening worthwhile – hopefully, we all learned aspects that can be applied in the 

maintenance of our models.       

.  

Michael walked us through the process of 

checking various components of a model loco, 

removing the body to expose the chassis, and 

making sure that every part was where it should 

be and was in good order. 

He discussed how he cleans the various 

components and what materials are used. 

There was an emphasis on using affordable 

materials that do not damage the paint or any 

components. 

Storage of spares was covered as was the need 

for one or more containers (with lids) into which 

the various tiny screws and parts can be placed 

for safe storage. Labelling of unfamiliar parts 

and positions was also dealt with. 

The two products on the right are used by 
Michael in cleaning the interior parts of the 
model loco, and he recommends them, 
especially as neither leaves any residue 
behind at the end of the process. 

Both are available from a large warehouse 
near you with a name starting with “B”. 



Five things that I took particular notice of from Michael’s presentation: 

1. The importance of having prepared in advance to have containers for storing all the 

“little bits” as you disassemble your model. 

2. Using an absolute minimum of lubricant on your model – “Less is best!” 

3. Use a foam cradle when working on your model to avoid damage to small detail 

components. Michael demonstrated a home-made, inexpensive cradle that really 

works! 

 

  
  Michael’s home-made foam cradle does the job well. 

 

4. An effective, inexpensive oil dispenser can be made by embedding a straight piece of 

wire into a cork or rubber stopper. The stopper makes up the handle and a drop of oil 

on the end of the wire is easily applied where required. 

5. Simple, inexpensive tools can be obtained at Bunnings, “Cheap shops”, Jaycar and 

similar stores. Gradually build up your range of useful tools to make the job easier. 

 

Members get “the good oil” on loco maintenance on Wed. night 1st May 2024. 



CMRCI Community Service Activities in May 2024 

 

Patrick’s attractive advertising van consist made an appearance at Hawker church fete 4.05.24 

 

 

 

A caption for this fete photo please!  1st prize is the speaker’s role at one of our monthly 

Wed. night presentations.  2nd prize: 2 speaking roles at our seminars! Entries to the Editor 

please. 

 

Children seem to be greatly 

outnumbered by Club 

members in this mid-morning 

view of the Charlestown layout 

at Christ Church fete at 

Hawker. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1 of an occasional series about an exceptional inventor and a passion for 

models shared world-wide.  Contributed by P.G. 

Many of our Club members have some experience with Hornby model trains. Some have also 

dabbled in the enjoyment of Airfix and Meccano kits.  At least one of our members has a life-

long passion for collecting and operating Hornby model trains and has sufficient expertise that 

they are a contributor to the regular editions of the Hornby catalogue, distributed around the 

world as an expert guide to the models available. 

A little bit of background: 

Frank Hornby was born in Liverpool, U.K. on 15th May 1863. He died on 21st September 1936. 

He worked in the office of a Liverpool shipping company but was keen on inventing things in 

his own workshop. He built a mechanical crane for his own sons and then realized that if he 

put more holes in the pieces of metal that he used that they could be used to make other 

things. 

A friend suggested that he should make more kits to sell, so he approached local stores to 

see if they would sell them. These kits sold very quickly, and they wanted even more kits. 

Frank Hornby got a patent for this invention, and it was named “Mechanics made easy” in 

1901. He changed it to “Meccano” in 1907 and it is still produced today! 

Kits come in various sizes to make simple items through to the largest which was a replica of 

the world’s biggest suspension bridge in Quebec, Canada. In kit form, this bridge is 15 feet 

long (4.572 metres) and carried two “O-Gauge” railway tracks across it. 

 

HORNBY MODELS and A 



 

MEMO TERRY AND PHIL:  We need to design a bigger layout! 

 

After WW1, Hornby began making “O” Gauge toy trains, powered by a clockwork mechanism. 

The last were produced in 1962. 

During the 1930’s, Germany and the USA had begun to make HO scale trains, so Hornby 

followed suit in 1938. Electricity was now powering homes instead of gas and these homes 

were much smaller than those built in Victorian days. 

Electric motors for HO scale models were too big to fit in a scaled-down English locomotive 

(which was much smaller than their German and American counterparts) so the Hornby 

company had to increase the scale of their trains – thus “Dublo” was created. 

  

An “action” Hornby-Dublo 

model with working mail bag 

pick-up from rail side as well 

as delivering mail bags to a 

line-side “bin” facility.    

  Note:  U.K. railways gave up 

mail contracts and special 

mail trains many years ago. 

 



In the years following, all U.K. manufactured railway models have been made to this scale – 

out of line with the rest of the world. 

Hornby trains were all diecast and the coaches and wagons were made of tinplate. For power 

pick-up, a three-track system was used, similar to a German design of “Marklin” models. 

Hornby’s two-rail system was not introduced until 1959. 

 

 

A Hornby tinplate coach with doors, windows and siding all painted onto the sides. 

The next stage in Hornby coach development shows the sides painted as in the previous photo 

BUT with the provision of transparent windows.  

 

 

     “See through” windows on the coach were the next step towards realism. 

Meanwhile, in 1946 the Rovex Plastics company were making toy train sets for Marks & Spencer’s 

stores in the U.K. In 1951, the giant toy manufacturer “Triang” wanted to get into the model railway 

trade and acquired the Rovex company. 



 

A Triang Hornby Pullman train set, advertised with “Magnahesion & smoke.” 

These cheaper plastic models soon took over the market and Hornby Dublo collapsed and invited 

“Lines Bros.” who owned Triang to buy them out in 1964. After a public outcry, Triang adopted the 

name of “Hornby,” so it was now known as “Triang-Hornby”. Trying to expand world-wide, Triang 

eventually collapsed in 1971. 

 

A subsidiary of “Lines Bros” G & R Wrenn who obtained the Hornby Dublo tools and continued to 

make that range of models until 1984.  George Wrenn retired and sold the tools to Dapol Ltd. 

Rovex Plastics continued to make trains, now using the name “Hornby Hobbies”, and eventually 

becoming “Hornby Railways.” 

In 1996 Hornby Railways decided to get most of their products made in China and so the “Sanda 

Kan” Co. in Hong Kong has produced their model railways since 1997. 

In 2023 Hornby celebrated “100 Years” of train manufacturing. 

In another twist to the story, the company is now re-producing Hornby-Dublo and Triang train sets! 



 

 

And another thing .  .  . 

Tuesday morning 7th May saw the installation of the Club’s newest purchase – three (3) 
storage cupboard units to get all of those “things under the layout” sorted out and stored so 
that people can FIND them!  Phil supervised their positioning and final assembly. They should 
help make life a lot easier, especially when members need to find equipment in a hurry. 

Recent additions to the cLUB 

WeBsite  

 

  

(a) In the “Resources” section:  Two Hornby Locomotive 
Lubrication and Maintenance charts (with 
illustrations). These were mentioned in Michael C.’s 
“Here’s How I Do It” presentation on 1.5.24. 

 

(b) If you access the “EXPOS” drop-down box, a link 
appears to take you to Will James’ 50 min video of our 
2024 EXPO - worth a look. 



  

 

USING OUR CLUB 3-D PRINTER TO ENHANCE CONSTRUCTION 

ON THE NEW BALDWIN PARK II LAYOUT (Mal. I.) 

 

 

Phil was obviously enjoying 

himself when completing the 

assembly of the new Clubroom 

storage units on 7th May. 

There were plenty of onlookers 

offering advice on how to do 

the job. 

Herb later explained to 

members that tools etc. from 

the large storage cupboards 

would be moved to the new 

storage units to be more 

accessible for us all 

PROVIDED that we return 

items from where we got them. 

               

Our Club purchased a 3-D 

printer as part of an ACT Govt. 

grant in June of 2023, and it has 

been hard at work since 

installation. 

On most occasions when members 

enter the Clubroom, the 3-D printer is 

hard at work. 

The printer was acquired to 

encourage members to learn about 

this new technology and to 

incorporate its products into their 

railway modelling. 



 

First the idea, then the design. Mal with a design for station 

 name boards (and coffee). 

2.  IF unique models are required, then a CAD program can be used to produce 3D models. 

     A Slicer program is then used to slice models from “Thingiverse” or from the CAD 
program into layers and converts those layers into a program called “G code” that the printer 
can understand. 

3. Print a first version – check sizes, etc and then adjust the printer as needed. 

4. Mal normally uses PLA filament in the printer. It uses a lower temperature than some 
other filaments. One drawback is that it isn’t especially heat stable. Don’t leave the printed 
object in your car on a hot day (the voice of experience speaks here!) 

5. Mal uses a normal plastic-compatible hobby-shop primer. When the spray has dried, use 
other paint colours as required. 

6. PLA filament comes in a variety of forms including wood (which can be stained), steel, 
copper, etc. 

On the Club layouts, including Baldwin Park II (the new layout), 3-D printing has produced 
wrought iron decorative supports on a station, tunnel portals, bridges, viaducts, etc. Station 
platforms on McEvoy Junction were made on the printer, as were building steps, platform 
furniture such as luggage trolleys, and so on. 

 

  

Using the 3-D Printer. 

 

1. Check “THINGIVERSE”, a 

depository for 3-D printed 

objects. Hundreds of 

thousands are available. See 

if your desired object is 

available, or something 

somewhat suitable that could 

be adapted. 

 

 

Any members interested in finding out more about 3-D printing possibilities, 
including learning how to use it, should talk to Mal, Phil Y., Michael H., or Chris N. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Side section 3-D printed for a 

cattle loading ramp. 

Our landscape engineers 

have broken through the 

Baldwin Park II hills with 

their tunnel machine and 

a new 3-D printed portal 

has been installed. 

A whole new bridge 

and approaches has 

been 3-D printed. It 

looks as though the 

forecast wet weather 

is likely to last a while! 

MORE BALDWIN PARK II 3-D PRINTED CONSTRUCTION 



 

                             Michael H. shows how his 3-D designed & printed structures fit together. 

 

 

 

 

John showing the now 

painted structures go 

together to form the 

viaduct, ready for track 

laying. 

. . . and the track fits 
neatly through here. 
Design, ingenuity, 

and thoughtful 
railway modelling all       

come together! 

 



  

 

Mentoring of Kaleen High School students resumed for term 2 on 7 May 2024.  The group of 

students has remained static, and they are settling into a fair routine. Even though we only 

have them for a bit over an hour, we are able to make reasonable progress. 

In the run up to Expo 2024, significant effort was put into getting Techtopia to an operational 

state, and that means track laying and track wiring is virtually complete.  There are some 

lighting projects (street and building lighting) still to install, and operation of turnouts is still in 

the design phase.  With the departure of Volker, a new team is on a steep learning curve for 

the operation of the elevated roadway.  Otherwise, the main task for the rest of the year will 

be scenery.   

One major change instituted after Expo was to change the command system from the donated 

Digikeijs 5000 back to an NCE command station, using CABs for control.  The Digikeijs 

system, with its reliance on smart phones for operation, proved to be too restrictive in operation 

and was prone to cutting out. 

There has been a major changeover in senior management at UCHSK, but we are assured 

that mentoring is still a valued role for us to undertake and look forward to a productive year. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSIONS   [ by Andrew L.] 

CMRCI opens the Clubroom from 9am to noon on the second Saturday of each month to 

provide an opportunity for members to bring their children and/or grandchildren to run trains. 

Several families often come in on these Saturdays and there are usually three to ten children 

involved who bring their trains: some DC and some DCC.  They thoroughly enjoy running them 

on the Expo layout “McEvoy Junction”.  Occasionally there is a drop in from a parent or 

grandparent with a child looking to explore the opportunities the club provides. There are 

usually two or three committee members available to answer their questions, as well as one 

or two members working on the new club layout “Baldwin Park 2”.   

This Saturday initiative is very beneficial for, and appreciated by, all the families that come. 

MENTORING REPORT – TERM TWO 

Chris N. 

 

 

 

 

A cat is walking across a train track.  The cat just makes it 
across the second track as a train comes speeding past, 
cutting off the tip of the cat’s tail.  The cat at once jumps up 
and around, and its head is run over. 

The moral is, don’t lose your head over a little tail. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

WED. 5th JUNE 7:30pm 

To consider two special resolutions for amending 

the Club Constitution. 

An email about this went out to all members of 

CMRCI on Monday 13th May 2024 



 
 


