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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

April 2024 

 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 PM on 
Wednesday 3rd April 2024. 
 
Bob Morton will provide a briefing on the final track plan of the Baldwin Park II layout 
and what will happen over the next few months.  There will also be a wrap-up of the 
2024 Expo for Wednesday nighters. 
 
================================================================ 
 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Our Model Railway Expo, the 35th has passed for another year.  While the number of patrons 
is down a little from last year – a record year – the fees collected are very slightly up.   

This a good result and I would like to personally express my gratitude to everyone who 
participated. 

In particular, and I know it’s not a good idea to identify individuals, but without the input and 
drive from these people the Expo would not have even gotten off the ground.  So a special 
thanks to Herb Hobbs (overall management, electrical and second hand stall), Chris Neil 
(overall management, roster and front entrance), Andrew Lund (program, stall locations and 
tables), Mal Irving (detailed planning, invitations and co-ordination of exhibitors and traders), 
Peter and Ellie Zimmermann and their team of willing helpers (preparation and delivery of 
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both lunches), Phil Young (our Treasurer who keeps track of the money), Terry Smith and 
Noel Lee (school grounds set-up and general support), Michael Craik (tea room 
management), Ron Geeves (organising and supervising the Mentor Group and TechTopia), 
George Watts (supervising McEvoy Junction) and Peter Amey and Therese Lynch (running 
our first-ever second-hand stall). I know I will have missed someone, and I am sorry, but rest 
assured your contribution was critical in us presenting a great show. 

Special mention also goes to those wives and partners who prepared the plentiful and vast 
array of culinary delights available in the tearoom during the 2 days. Many exhibitors and 
traders make special mention of the quality of what has been provided for their consumption. 

Of course, the show would not have been as successful as it was, without the contribution of 
all of our members.  Most of our Canberra-based members, and even some from much 
further away, attended and assisted in the running of Expo 35, completing duty in areas 
including but not limited to –  

• putting out sign’s prior expo, 

• initial set-up on Friday, 

• staffing our exhibits in the Drama Room, 

• staffing Charlestown, 

• staffing the Front Entrance, 

• serving and cleaning up in the Kitchen, 

• packing up at the completion of the show. 

All of which helped to contribute to a very successful show. 

I, among a number of others, went around and spoke to every trader and exhibitor and that 
in itself makes the show unique.  The most common feedback was that the show was very 
well organised, the people involved were friendly and very helpful with nothing being too 
much trouble.  Of course, everyone mentioned the quality of the meals and the availability of 
the staff tearoom.  Furthermore, they all said they wanted to come back and participate next 
year. 

So, in conclusion, please accept my thanks on behalf of our committee for a job well done! 

RobertBMorton 

====================================================================== 

 

2024 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 

As the President has reported, the 2024 Expo was a success, both financially and 

operationally.  Some photos of the event:-.    

The beginning 
After a lot of hard work by the Expo Committee and members, the show was ready to go by 
the advertised time of 09.00 on Saturday 23 March 2024.  All the road signs and directional 
signs had been placed, the media briefed, traders and exhibitors located where they should 
be and ready to start operations.   
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Well, almost – Joe from Casula 
Hobbies with some last 
minute stock just before starting 
time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Gym – silent and shrouded at 08.00 but ready to go at start time. 
 

  
And later in the day…………………  (Photo by Mark Casteleijn) 
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The People 
 

Juan and Kim chatting.  Kim, a long term CMRCI member, came all the way from his 
home in Tasmania for the event.  
 
 
 

 
Janet Schuster and the Kerrobies who have been selling their stuff at the show for 
decades. 
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Ron briefing Will James of Australian Model Railway News on Techtopia, the Mentor 
Group layout. 
 
 

 
Sam trying to decide what to buy next. 
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George, managing McEvoy Junction and looking fierce – seems that not everyone is 

taking him seriously!  (Photo by Mark Casteleijn) 
 
 
 

 
Hard at work in the kitchen – Erin on the serving line and PeterZ cooking and 

supervising.  Missing from the photo is Gary Wishart who also provided support in 
the kitchen.  The kitchen crew provided over 100 meals each day to traders, exhibitors 

and CMRCI members.  
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Two supporters were presented with a thank you bouquet of flowers for their valuable 

contribution to Expo 24 

 
Ellie Zimmerman 

for her 

contribution in the 

kitchen 

 

 

 

Therese Lynch for her work on 

the secondhand sales stand 

 

 

 
 
The CMRCI layouts in action 
 

 
McEvoy Junction with spectators.   (Photo by Mark Casteleijn) 
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McEvoy Junction and a plethora of operators       

 

 
Juan explaining and operating the Zig-Zag layout, supervised by Ken. 

 

 
Techtopia built and operated by the Mentor Group  – looking good, but more work to 

be done. 
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Charlestown  - how many model railwaymen does it take to change a light bulb – or 
supervise the children’s layout.  Maybe those with experience of this layout and its 

fans  would say –“at least at times, even more than five members”.  (Photo by Therese 
Lynch) 

 

 
A quiet time – only 4 operators and no queue! 
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Peter and Therese on the second-hand stall – an unexpected success which will be 
repeated next year.  (Photo by Mark Casteleijn) 

 

The Award Winners 
At every CMRCI Expo, a team of judges tour the layouts and select the best layouts in the 
following categories.  These awards are sponsored by traders with a stand at the Expo. 

• Best Exhibition Layout – sponsored by Modellers Warehouse 

• Best Scenery Layout     - sponsored by SDS Models 

• Most Popular Layout     - sponsored by Casula Hobbies 
 
The winners for 2024 were: 
Best Exhibition Layout – Tarana to Oberon – represents the branch line to the terminal 
station of the Oberon-Tarana Railway Line in the Central Tablelands of NSW.  It opened for 
operations in 1923. 

 
The 
President of 
the Georges 
River Model 
Railway 
Club 
receiving 
the award 
from the 
sponsor 
Modellers 
Warehouse. 
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Tarana Station        (Photo by David Gorell) 
 
Best Scenery Layout – The Small Depot.  This small locomotive depot is located in the 
inner suburb of Neverlee and is connected to the suburban network by a small branch line. 
 

 
The Small Depot             (photo by Mark Casteleijn) 
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Geoff Small, owner and operator of The Small Depot, receiving the Best Scenery 

award from Bob Morton, President CMRCI 
 
 
Most popular layout.  The winner of this award is selected by popular vote, and not for the 
first time, was won by the Canberra Lego Users Group (CLUG). 
 

 
Joe Caligari from Casula Hobbies presenting the award for the most popular layout to 
the President of CLUG. 
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A view of the CLUG 
layout.  Note the child 
friendly height of the 
layout and the two 
Most Popular Layout 
awards on display 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Another view of the CLUG layout with a town and fast-moving trains – Ken 
supervising.  (photos by David Gorell) 
 
Thanks to the judges for their difficult and diligent work in assessing all 30 
layouts at the Expo.  
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Small Layouts 
One of the features of the 2024 Expo was the number of small layouts in a variety of themes. 

 

RATHER SMALL JAPAN 

 

The smallest of them all 

measuring about 25 cm X 25 

cm. 

It was accompanied by a 

collection of Japanese 

influenced tabletop layouts. 

 

 

 

 

Photos by David Gorell 
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GAYE SAINT EDITH – Is a 009 British narrow-gauge layout on an ironing board. 
 

 
 
 

LAPFORD is a British N scale layout based on Lapford, Devon, UK. It is loosely based on 
the station area of the town. 
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THE PENNY B RAILROAD – An HO scale DC layout based on the English countryside 

featuring Tomas the Tank Engine. The operator, 9-year-old Penny, installed the scenery with 

some help from her dad. 

 

Maybe not the littlest layout, but certainly the littlest operator. 

 

Thanks to David Gorell and Mark Casteleijn for their photographic contribution. 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, 

Dennis Wicklander. 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron 

Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart. 

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School  

APRIL 2024 

2 Apr  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

3 Apr (Weds)  Club meeting  - TBA 

9 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

13 Apr (Sat) Juniors running session 

16 Apr(Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

17 Apr (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

23 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

24 Apr (Weds) Charlestown to Holt Primary School 

30 Apr (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 
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May 2024 

1 May (Weds) Club meeting – topic TBA 

7 May (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

11 May (Sat)  Juniors Running Session 

14 May (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

15 May  (Weds) Club meeting – Running night 

21 May (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

28 May  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

 

Meeting times (unless otherwise advised) 

Every Tuesday       09.00 am to 12.00 Noon 

First and Third Wednesday nights of each month      19.00 pm to 22.00 pm  

Second Saturday of each month (Juniors only)  09.00 am to 12.00 noon 

============================================================= 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, 

Kaleen ACT 2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the 

Management Committee. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, 

Dennis Wicklander. 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron 

Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart. 

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School  

APRIL 2024 

2 Apr  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

3 Apr (Weds)  Club meeting  - Cleaning locomotives by 
MichaelC 

9 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

13 Apr (Sat) Juniors running session 

16 Apr(Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

17 Apr (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

23 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

24 Apr (Weds) Charlestown to Holt Primary School 

30 Apr (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 
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============================================================= 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, 
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See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   
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