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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

March  2024 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 PM on Wednesday 
7th March 2024. 
 
Peter Amey will present the second in the Scenery series.  This session will cover trees and  
water. 
 
===================================================================== 
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As you are no doubt aware, the 2024 Canberra Model Train Expo will commence for us  on 
Friday 22nd March for setting up.  The Expo will be open to the public from 09.00 to 5.00pm 
on Saturday 23rd March and 09.00 to 4.00pm on Sunday 24th March. 
 
Information on the roster and timings for members will be published as soon as available. 
 
In the meantime the following three promotional events are scheduled: 
 

• Hall Markets Sunday 3 March (8.30am – 2.00pm) 

• Bunnings Majura Park Saturday 9 March (9.30am to midafternoon) 

• Bunnings Gungahlin Saturday 16 March 12.30pm to 4.30pm   
 
Again, as you are no doubt aware, the Expo is our main fundraising event for the year.  If the 
Expo fails financially we will have no funds for new layouts, operational and financial 
expenses, let alone tea, coffee and biscuits.   
 
The Expo needs the maximum effort from members – if you have not put your name on the 
roster, please do so.  Some support at the promotional events would also be appreciated. 
 
Expo 2024 preloved stall. 
Each year the club receives requests from both members and non-members to allow for the 
sale of surplus model train paraphernalia. The committee has discussed the provision of a 
stall/table to allow the sale of preloved equipment. This expo will be first instance of such a 
table being available. 
 
In order to participate in the preloved sale, the following criteria would need to be met by 
each individual participant submitting stock for sale on their behalf by the club.  
Goods to be sold need to be: 
 

• securely packaged/boxed (ready for display) 

• labelled (see below for more detail) 

• priced clearly. 
 

Sellers need to:  
 

• deliver their goods prior to expo (dates for delivery listed below) 

• agree to pay a commission of 10% to CMRCI for any goods sold 

• be aware that no price variation will be made by the club or its representatives (prices 
can only be set and varied by the owner of the supplied goods) 

• accept that whilst all care will be taken by CMRCI that the club accepts no liability for 
items that may become damaged by customer handling or be the subject of theft  

• ensure all unsold goods are collected promptly at the completion of expo (3pm 
Sunday) 

• provide the club with a detailed list of goods supplied for sale. 
 

Labelling. 
 
Goods need to have the following information included on their packaging. 
 
Locos  

1. Scale 
2. Type either of DC, DCC, DCC enabled or Unknown 
3. Condition either of Working, Non-working or Unknown 
4. Description (optional restricted to 25 words or less) 
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5. Price 
6. Seller’s name (no other details)  

 
Other Goods 

1. Scale 
2. Condition either of Working, Non-working, or Unknown if applicable 
3. Description (optional restricted to 25 words or less) 
4. Price 
5. Seller’s name (no other details) 

 
Detailed Goods list. 
 

1. Full name of seller 
2. Contact details for seller including telephone and email contacts 
3. In list format details of goods supplied to include simple 2-3 word description and 

price  
4.  

Goods acceptance dates. 
 

• Tuesday 5 March 2024 

• Wednesday 6 March 2024 

• Saturday 9 March 2024 

• Tuesday 12 March 2024 
 

All goods need to be delivered no later than the 12 March to allow the club time to process 
the items received. 
 
No presales will be permitted prior to Expo opening on Saturday 23 March 2024. 
 
Sample packaging: 
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Exhibitors and traders 
 
The Exhibitors and traders that will be at the Expo are: 
 

Traders   
   

  Buckambool Model Trains 
  

  Burfitt Tools 
  

  Casula Hobbies 
  

  Des Thuy Reilly 
  

  Eureka Models 
  

  Euro Hobby Trains 
  

  IDR Models 
  

  John's Preloved Trains 
  

  Kerroby Models 
  

  Matts Ballast 
  

  Modellers Warehouse 
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  MRC 
  

  Railway Coins 
  

  Runway13 
  

  RW Hobby 
  

  SDS Models 
  

  Steam Gone Not Forgotten 
  

  Trainworld 
  

  Wombat Models 
  

  CMRCI 2nd Hand 
  

 
  

  

Exhibitors   
  

  Binawyle 
 

           "        "                                 

"          "    

  Yendy's 

  The Small Depot 

  Gresham 

  Fre-Mo 

  Modellers Clinic 

  Gaye Saint Edith 

  Lancashire & Yorkshire 

  Strassenbahn Caruana 

  Tirana to Oberon 

  Lapford 

  Darling Harbour 

  Penny B Railroad 

  Eurobodalla 

  Mungo Scotts 

  Lego 

  Paradise Point 

  T-Track 

  Glasson 

  Kookaburra Park 

  Rather Small Japan 

  British Modellers 

  Grandads Toy Trains 

  

 

Plus, the CMRCI layouts – McEvoy Junction, Zig-Zag, Charlestown, Hybrid. 
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HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PUT A MODEL KIT TOGETHER – By RonG 
One of our longer serving members had a Friedmont brand TRC wagon kit in his “stash” since 
the 1980’s. Friedmont kits were a fairly basic resin moulded kit product which were sometimes 
a little “sticky” on the surface. 
 
This particular kit had a good tour of NSW as the household moved from place to place as 
employment required, finally settling in Canberra. And there it sat, in a storage cupboard, 
overlooked, unwanted . . . until now! 
 
When a railway modeler has a desire to replicate a Ways and Works breakdown train, a bit of 
research is required. Yes, a large breakdown crane is needed. At one of our model railway 
EXPO’s some years ago, a modeler not from our club set up a sale stall to dispose of some 
rather nice Australian outline models. His story was that his home only had 3 bedrooms and 
the family occupied all of those rooms. The unexpected imminent arrival of another baby 
placed space pressures on the family – and on finances. To finance a house extension, some 
models accumulated carefully over time had to be sold, and a Tichy Group breakdown crane, 
already assembled and painted was for sale – for $40.  Our club member purchased it. 
 
Our club trip by bus to Junee in 2016 took us to the Junee Roundhouse Museum, which 
featured a breakdown crane and a boom support wagon to go with the crane. 
 
A model of the boom support truck was constructed (with supportive suggestions on the boom 
support from John W. – thanks John!) and that made two sections of the breakdown train. 
 
An “S” wagon came from Austrains but looked too clean and un-used for the required purpose, 
so some grey wash from Vallejo paints, purchased from Toyworld at Fyshwick, was applied 
and that took the gloss off the paint scheme and looked a little more believable. 
 
Some internet research into Breakdown Train consists resulted in a photo of a TRC refrigerator 
car (with ice hatches still in place on the roof) that was part of the Albury NSW Breakdown 
Train. Where does a modeler find a TRC kit? In the storage cupboard, where it has been 
waiting for 30+ years just for its chance to shine. 
 
The wagon body is heavy, as it is a solid block of cast resin. Given a good scrub with soapy 
water & an old toothbrush, the wagon scrubbed up well. When fully dry, it was coated with a 
coat of cheap auto grey primer paint and allowed to dry for some days. The bogie frames had 
already been fitted to the body, so they were primed as well. 
 
The wagon would not be painted to look shiny and new, but rather used and relatively unloved, 
like many Ways and Works wagons. The sides and ends were painted in Ways & Works 
cream, and the roof was painted silver. Painting required quite a few coats as the paint 
purchased was of a consistency ready for airbrushing and therefore didn’t cover well with a 
single coat. 
 
The modeler desired the ironwork fittings to also look a bit “uncared for” and a “rust” paint was 
produced by mixing some Hornby “rust” weathering powder with some isopropyl alcohol used 
for track and wheel cleaning. The hinges and other metal side and end fittings were given 
several applications of “rust” and allowed to dry thoroughly. 
 
A spray coat of gloss model lacquer was applied to make the wagon ready for decals. 
 
Decals were a Gwyder Hobbies “Ways & Works” set sourced from Casula Hobbies. The 
required lettering was cut from the decal sheets (2 supplied in the set) and floated onto the 
sides and ends of the wagon. When partly settled in place, some decal settling solution was 
applied to “snug” them into place, especially into the wood grooving of the body. The decals 
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were allowed to dry for about 3 days before a wash of grey Vallejo wash paint was applied 
with a “flooded” brush, working downwards from the edge of the roofline. This wash got into 
the grooves of the “timber” body and left just enough “grunge” there and at the top of the steel 
frame to indicate that the wagon hadn’t seen the inside of a wagon cleaning facility for many 
years, if ever! 

 
 
 
The finished 
Van, ready to 
go when 
needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A coat of “Dulcote” matt lacquer was sprayed over the wash and decals to seal everything in 
place. 
 
With Kadee No.5 couplers fitted, the wagon looks ready to join the breakdown train consist. It 
was worth 30+ years waiting time! 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 
ABR MODEL WORKS 
Those of us that use ABR accessories (such as building kits and 3D scenic printed details) 
will be aware that the owner of the company has suffered a serious stroke and that as a 
result, the company is up for sale.  ABR will continue to trade for the time being and they 
have stock.   
 
If you are thinking about purchasing some of their scenic details, see 
www.abrmodelworks.com 
 

http://www.abrmodelworks.com/
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HOW TO MAKE A COAL LOAD 
Do you have coal wagons trundling around your layout without a load?  To make them look 
as if they are in service and also giving your operators something to do, how about adding a 
load.  Simple to do and this method can also be used for spoil or mineral loads – or anything 
else you can think of. 
 

 
NSWGR BCH coal wagon with load and an example of a load in the foreground 
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The first step is to measure your wagons.  The predominant coal wagons on my layout are 
BCH type built between 1951 and 1962.  They were still in service in the early 1980’s.  1,485 
of the type were manufactured.  Some were converted into grain and cement wagons. 
 

The internal measurements of the HO scale BCH’s on my layout are 27mm x 110mm. 
 
The rollingstock in these photos are from AR Kits and are awaiting painting, decals, 
wheelsets and couplers. 
 
 
The second step is to cut a base plate for the load.  Hard plastic sheet of about 2mm 
thickness has the structural strength to support the load and stay rigid.  My base plate was 
cut from a piece of scrap left over from a Walthers construction kit.  You might try 3mm MDF 

or other suitable material 
as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
When you  have cut the 
base, do check it to make 
sure it fits and make any 
adjustments necessary. 
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The next step is to glue the 
base to a polystyrene foam 
former that will be used to 
form the outline of the coal 
load.  In my case I had some 
12mm polystyrene sheet in 
the leftovers box, so I used 
that.   
 
In this photo the base plates 
are glued on top of the 
polystyrene foam. 
 
 I use PVA glue – cheap and 
reliable, but the use of other 
glues is fine – just make sure 
the glue does not melt the 
foam.  
 
 

 Leave the item to dry and cure for a day or so.  When the polystyrene is  stable and firmly 
glued on to the base, cut the height of the foam to a level suitable for your wagons.  
 

 
 Have a look at real wagons in service and you will 
see that the top of the cargo barely reaches above 
the top of the wagon.  I allow a bit more, to make 
the point that the vehicle is loaded, but it’s your 
railway, you decide what’s best for your system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Using an old blunt 
wood rasp is one 
way to sculpt the 
coal load to the 
shape you want 
(again, have a look 
at photos of the real 
thing. 
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Remember that the coal is loaded from a mechanical loader, so the shape of the top of the 
load is usually reasonably uniform. 
 

The next bit can get a little messy.    The way I do it (others may find a tidier method)  is 
to the coat the top of the load with a thick layer of black acrylic paint and PVA glue.  This 
provides a surface to hold the coal in place but does not submerge the irregular surface of 
the polystyrene foam former. Then cover the former with coal and let it dry for a day or so. 
 

 
 
When the load is dry, test it for fit and trim accordingly, if needed. 
 
Another step, if it is of use to you, is to fix a magnet to the bottom of the load.  This enables 
the operator to remove the coal at its destination with no fuss, and with a little practise, 
without moving the wagon.  As well as the magnet underneath the load, you will need a rod 
with a strong magnet attached to it.   
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Woodland Scenics offer a crushed “coal” in their range of ground cover type materials.  Or, if 
you are adventurous, obtain some real coal and crush it to the required size. 
 
There are commercial coal loads available, but good luck finding them. 
 

 

STEAMRAIL OPEN DAYS 
Steamrail’s Open Days are coming up on the March Long Weekend, 9 - 11 March, at the 
Newport Railway Workshops, and the Men’s Shed Restoration Group will be opening the 
Clocktower and garden to the public. 
 
There will be a National Trust table in the Clocktower, with brochures and magazines. 
 
The event is open from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm each day.  
 
There will be plenty of food trucks and other catering on site, as well as drinking water and 
additional toilet facilities, as well as a First Aid tent. Full details 
at https://www.steamrail.com.au/opendays 
 
====================================================================== 

 

WHERE CAN I BUY MODEL TRAINS? 
Ron has invested a lot of time and effort into the following  report.  If you have any other 
information on potential suppliers (especially scratch building materials such as screws, 
sheeting, etc) let Ron know.  And if you don’t need it now, maybe take a copy and have it 
handy for your next spending spree. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.steamrail.com.au/opendays
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WHERE CAN I BUY MODEL TRAINS? 
A research report by RonG 

 

 
 
This question is asked when Club members are exhibiting their “U-Drive” layout “Charlestown” 
at exhibitions, school fetes, promotional events or when prospective new members visit the 
Clubroom prior to becoming a member. 
 
A recent article following this theme was recently published in a 2024 edition of the American 
magazine “Model Railroader”, written by experienced modeler and technical editor Covy 
Grivno. There was an obvious need for this information for modelers in North America, and 
there is a similar need here in Australia and in Canberra, so “here goes”. . . 
 

• Brick-and-mortar hobby shops:  In Canberra, things have been changing for years 
on the retail scene. We used to have a number of local hobby shops to supply our 
needs but now we are down to one. Toyworld in Fyshwick stocks Hornby train products, 
track, scenery items, scratch building supplies, tools and a large range of hobby paints. 
They also offer a small discount for Club members who can provide evidence of 
membership. 
 

 
 

There are hobby stores in Wagga Wagga and Bowral that stock some model railway 
products. All Aboard Hobbies, 202 Bong Bong Street Bowral NSW is worth checking on-line 
or making a phone call to see if they have what you are seeking. They mainly stock 
European Model Railway brands of locomotives and rolling stock but do have some 
additional items. 
 
If you are prepared to travel to Sydney, there is a wider range of specialist model railway 
shops, but you must like driving in Sydney traffic and searching for convenient parking. Casula 
Hobbies (at Liverpool), Australian Modeller at Seven Hills, Model Rail Road Craftsman at 
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Blacktown and Bergs Hobbies at Parramatta are amongst the retailers who can provide 
products and advice to new modellers. 

 

• On-line hobby shops:  More and more businesses have adopted the on-line sales 
model and it is worth patronizing those who provide on-line or on-the- phone advice, 
prompt service and reasonable prices. Freight (postage/courier) costs can be 
expensive, so it is worth waiting until you have an order of a reasonable size OR 
ordering with a friend to keep that cost to a minimum. 
 
Some on-line businesses that I have used: 
 
Casula Hobbies :  

Website: www.casulahobbies.com.au  
Email: sales@casulahobbies.com.au       
Phone: 02 9602 8640 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Model Railroad Craftsman:  

Website: https://mrrc.com.au  
Email:  sales@mrrc.com.au 

Phone: (02) 9831 8217 
 
SDS Models:  

Website: sdsmodels.com.au     
Email: sales@sdsmodels.com.au 
Phone: 0431 423 878 

 
 Auscision Models:  

Website: www.Auscisionmodels.com.au 
Email:  information@auscisionmodels.com.au 
Phone: 0425-866-442 
Phone 

Eureka Models:  
Website: www.eurekamodels.com.au     
Email: eureka.m@bigpond.net.au 
Phone: (02) 9529 223 

http://www.casulahobbies.com.au/
mailto:sales@casulahobbies.com.au
https://mrrc.com.au/
mailto:sales@mrrc.com.au
https://www.google.com/search?q=model+railroad+craftsman&rlz=1C1CHZL_enAU824AU824&oq=Model+Railroad+Craftsman&aqs=chrome.0.0i355j46i175i199j0l5j0i22i30.10558j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:sales@sdsmodels.com.au
mrrc.com.auhttps://mrrc.com.au/
mrrc.com.auhttps://mrrc.com.au/
http://www.auscisionmodels.com.au/
mailto:information@auscisionmodels.com.au
http://www.eurekamodels.com.au/
mailto:eureka.m@bigpond.net.au
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OTHER SUGGESTIONS  
 
Woodpecker Model Railways  

Website: www.woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au 
Email: enquiries@woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au 
Phone: (02) 9636 3855 
 

All Aboard 
Website: www.allaboardhobbies.com.au 
Email: hello@allaboardhobbies.com.au 
Phone: (02) 4871 2966 
 

John’s Pre-loved Collection 

Phone:  0416 422 897 
 

 
 

If you check a recent copy of “Australian 
Model Railway Magazine” (around $11 or 
so at Newsagents) you will find many 
advertisements for model railway shops and 
on-line businesses plus often illustrations of 
the products they are selling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Club Exhibitions, sales tables, Swap Meets: 
Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. (CMRCI – Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.) 
hosts an annual Model Railway EXPO, usually in March each year. In addition to a 
large number of layouts displayed, model dealers offer attendees access to model 
railway locomotives, rolling stock, tools, track, scenery materials and much, much 
more.  There are often sales tables offering pre-owned models on behalf of deceased 
estates, modellers downsizing, etc. Details of the EXPO are available on the Club 
website. 
 
Exhibitions or EXPOs are held throughout the year and throughout the ACT and 
NSW as well as interstate. Model equipment is usually available for purchase at 
these events. 
 
Check the ”coming events” and other advertisements appearing in the Australian 
Model Railway Magazine (AMRM), mentioned above, to see if any are coming up 
soon in your area. 
 

• On-line auction sites such as eBay, Gumtree, etc often advertise model railway 
material for sale as reasonable prices. Your bid should reflect current market prices.  

http://www.woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au/
mailto:enquiries@woodpeckermodelrailways.com.au
http://www.allaboardhobbies.com.au/
mailto:hello@allaboardhobbies.com.au
https://cmrci.info/
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You can find these prices with a little research; for example the ads in AMRM will give 
you some parameters. Be particularly careful to protect yourself against fraud and 
scams when using on-line auction sites, especially in regard to payment and non-
receipt of goods. It may be worth using reputable payment sites such as PayPal to 
provide some reassurance in on-line auction purchases. Additionally, keep a close eye 
on the amount requested in postage, as some sellers can require exorbitant rates for 
this. Some sellers may offer free postage and these are worth seeking out. 
 

• Railway Historical Societies and Preservation Groups: e.g. Australian Railway 
Historical Society and the Cooma-Monaro Railway both offer used model trains from 
time to time (watch their web sites.) The Cooma-Monaro Railway Inc. has a market 
day each month (see cmrailway.org.au ), and model trains sometimes are found in the 
offerings. 
 

• Model Railway Clubs: are worth contacting to see if they know of second-hand 
models that are for sale. Some have occasional sales days where people can have a 
stall to dispose of unwanted models and these sales are a good opportunity to pick up 
models for a reasonable price. 
 

• Garage sales, fetes, car boot sales, etc : Watch for advertisements (particularly at 
weekends) and try your luck. 
 

• Antique stores, estate sales, flea markets, and thrift stores: watch the internet for 
advertisements, the “For Sale” section of local papers, flyers in shop windows, etc.  
Thrift stores such as YMCA, Vinnies, Salvation Army and Green Shed are all worth 
browsing. One drawback can be the lack of a facility to check how well a locomotive 
runs (and most run on DC and don’t have a DCC decoder fitted). 
 
This is not an exhaustive list of possible sources, but it does cover the main sources 
of supply. The established shops and on-line suppliers should be asked about their 
warranty on items. Many will replace or fix a model that does not run properly. For other 
casual sale places, trust your judgement or take along a small test track and power 
supply so you can test the item before you buy. 
 
Good hunting! 

 

 

An old man in Miami calls up his 

son in New York and says ”Listen, 

your mother and I are getting 

divorced.  Forty Five years of 

misery is enough.” 

“Dad, what are you talking about?” 

the son screams. 

“We can’t stand the sight of each 

other any longer” he says. I’m sick 

of her face and I’m sick of talking 

about this, so call your sister in 

Chicago and tell her,” and he hangs up. 

Now the son is worried. So he calls up his sister. 
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She says” Like hell they’re getting divorced” and calls her father immediately.  “You’re not 

getting divorced! Don’t do another thing, the two of us are flying home tomorrow to talk about 

this. Until then don’t call a lawyer, don’t file a paper, DO YOU HEAR ME?” And she hangs 

up. 

The old man turns to his wife and says “OK . they’re coming for Christmas and paying their 

own airfares”. 

Thanks JohnF 

 

 

 
 

 
===================================================================== 

 
 
 
 



18 
 

AROUND THE CLUBROOM 
 

 
Bob and George undertaking the tedious task of placing numbers on the Km posts for 
the new layout. 

 

Examples of the Km posts with numbers. 
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You may have heard noises and seen lights under the new layout – not mice, but 
the crew led by Terry, fine tuning the wiring.  
 

 
Some were a little more relaxed about the job than others. 
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The Master 
 

 
The President handing over his membership certificate to MichaelT.  Welcome 
aboard Michael. 
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Andrew making 
a point.  Note 
the interesting 
headlight 
reflecting off 
the brim of his 
cap. $15.00 at 
ALDI. 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, 

Dennis Wicklander. 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron 

Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart. 

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School  

MARCH 2024 

3 Mar (Sun) Hall Markets - Charlestown 

5 Mar  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

6 Mar (Weds)  Club meeting  - Scenery – Part 2  

8 Mar (Sat) Juniors Running Session 

9 Mar (Sat) Bunnings Majura 

12 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

16 Mar (Sat) Bunnings Gungahlin 

19 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts  

20 Mar (Weds) Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

22 Mar (Fri) Set up – 2024 Canberra MR Expo 

23 Mar (Sat) 2024 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

24 Mar (Sun) 2024 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

26 Mar (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts.  Recovery 
from Expo. 

 



23 
 

APRIL 2024 

2 Apr  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

3 Apr (Weds)  Club meeting  - TBA 

9 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

13 Apr (Sat) Juniors running session 

16 Apr(Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

17 Apr (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

23 Apr (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

30 Apr (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

  

Meeting times (unless otherwise advised) 

Every Tuesday       09.00 am to 12.00 Noon 

First and Third Wednesday nights of each month      19.00 pm to 22.00 pm  

Second Saturday of each month (Juniors only)  09.00 am to 12.00 noon 

================================================================== 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen 

ACT 2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.cmrci.info/

