
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

February 2024 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 PM on Wednesday 
7th February 2024. 
 
The topic is to be advised. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
2024 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 
Expo 2024 is scheduled for Saturday the 23rd and Sunday the 24th of March 2024. 
 
Planning for this year’s Expo is well advanced. Mal Irving has been in communication with 
the many potential exhibitors and traders who have previously attended Expo and with a 
number new exhibitors and traders. Currently 21 traders have confirmed their attendance 
which includes 2 new traders (MRRC and Modellers Warehouse).  We have 24 exhibitors 
with 8 who will be presenting new layouts. 
 
Andrew Lund has completed the initial site allocation plan and after consultation with the 
Expo sub-committee is working on finalising the plan. 
 
It is the assistance of club members that allows Expo to go ahead and be recognised as the 
success that it always has been. As in previous years there will be a requirement for club 
volunteers to assist with the setting up of the venue and club layouts from approximately 
2.30pm on Friday the 22 March 2024 and to assist with the many tasks required over the 
weekend to ensure the efficient running of Expo. 

 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.



 
To this end Chris Neil is currently collecting data and preparing the roster. Please ensure that 
you complete one of his forms that allow you to detail your availability and any preferences 
that you may have for specific duties ie site markup, entrance staffing, club layout staffing 
etc. Chris has indicated that those who do not submit request forms will/may be rostered to 
cover vacancies. 
 
Arrangements have been made for the School P&C to manage the parking on both Saturday 
and Sunday. The P&C will also be conducting their usual BBQ and cold drinks stall. SV 
Coffee will again be in attendance, this year with his caravan outside the canteen area to 
provide hot drinks and cakes/snacks. 
 
The club had previously considered holding a second-hand stall for its own surplus items at 
Expo.  This year the club will be offering a second-hand stall.  Several approaches had also 
been made to the club seeking advice about the ability to sell train items.  Because the club 
would have its own table, and would be required to man it, the decision was made to allow 
others to provide goods for sale on commission.  The arrangements would be: 
 

• Goods would have to be delivered to the club prior to Expo, packaged or boxed, 
labelled (and described) with a proposed price.   

• A commission of 10% would be charged for any goods sold. 

• Unsold goods would have to be collected following Expo. 

• Only the owner would be able to modify the originally proposed price. 
 

As per previous years, the club will be attending (with the U-Drive layout) a number of local 
Bunnings Stores and the Hall Markets to advertise the upcoming Expo 2024. The following 
times and dates have now been confirmed: - 
 

• Hall Markets Sunday 4 February (8.30am – 2.00pm) 

• Bunnings Tuggeranong 24 February (9.00am – mid afternoon) 

• Hall Markets Sunday 3 March (8.30am – 2.00pm) 

• Bunnings Majura Park Saturday 9 March (9.30am to mid afternoon) 

• Bunnings Gungahlin Saturday 16 March 12.30pm to 4.30pm   
 
Thanking you all in advance for your valuable contribution towards another successful Expo. 
 
Herb  
Expo 2024 Coordinator 
 
EXHIBITORS AND TRADERS 
At the time of writing not all of the exhibitors and traders had confirmed their attendance.  A 
more up to date list will be available soon. 
 

EXHIBITORS 

CLUG - LEGO 
Tarana 
Darling Harbour 
CMNSG T-track 
Strassenbahn 
Glasson 
Fre-Moe 
Charlestown 

TRADERS 

Pallas Hobbies 
Casula 
Modellers Warehouse 
Johns Trains 
Kerroby Hobbies 
Burfitt Tools 
MRRC 
RW Hobbies 



Penny -B Railroad 
Kookaburra Park 
Ladfor 
Rather Small Japan 
McEvoy Junction 
Techtopia 
The Zig-Zag Railway 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railways 
Hybrid 
Grandads Toy Trains 
The Small Depot 
Dad’s Trains 
Binawyle 
British Railway Modellers Association 
Paradise Point 
Gresham 
Eurobodella 
Mungo Scott 
ACTMRS – Yendys 
Newcastle 1899 

Trainworld 
Runway 13 
Eurohobby Trains 
Wombat Models 
Matts Ballast 
Eureka 
Trainworld 
Tiernan/ 
Rees / Maljevac 
Railway coins 
Desthuy Reilly 
Buckambool 
Eureka 
CMRCI second-hand sales 
 

 

==========================================================  

 
PETER MCEVOY – INNER PEACE. 
It is now four years since our immediate Past President departed this life.  In 2006 he 
contributed the following piece to the Bulletin: 
 
 

INNER PEACE 
 

From Peter McEvoy….. 
 

Subject: Inner Peace This Really Works 

 

I am passing this on to you because it has definitely worked for me...and we all could use a 

little calm. By following the simple advice I read in an article, I have finally found inner peace. 

 

The article read:  

 

"The way to achieve inner peace is to finish all the things you've started"  

 

So I looked around the house to see all the things I started and hadn't finished....and before 

leaving the house this morning I finished off a bottle of red wine, a bottle of white wine, the 

Bailey's, Kahlua and Wild Turkey, the Prozac, some valium, some cheesecake and a box of 

chocolates. 

 

You have no idea how freakin good I feel.... 

 
 



 
The following article was published in The Guardian  of 15 January 2024.  The writer was 
Alex Hern.  The article was supplied by John Wishart. 

Most will be aware of the recent demise of Hatton’s.  This article provides more background 
on the current model railway scene in the UK. 

An aged hobby: enthusiasts struggle 
to keep model railway industry on 
track 
Ageing population, rising prices and shrinking living spaces blamed for 
downturn, but creatives are fighting back 

“HS2 isn’t the only British rail project in trouble. Smaller ones are struggling too – very, very 
small ones. 

An ageing population, rising prices and shrinking living spaces have all been blamed for a 
downturn in the model railway industry. This week, a historic shop announced plans to cease 
trading, while a national convention revealed that its 2023 meetup would be its last. 

“Over the decades, we’ve been privileged to serve enthusiasts and share our passion for 
model railways with hundreds of thousands of customers,” said the owner of Hattons Model 
Railways, a Widnes-based institution opened in 1946. “Changing market conditions have 
had a large impact on the business, we have seen this in declining customer numbers, 
changing customer demographics and supply chain disruption.”  

The Warley National Model Railway exhibition also cited “changing customer demographics” 
to explain its decision. Until last year, the show had been held in the Birmingham NEC, one 
of the country’s largest venues. 

Nigel Smith, the exhibition manager, said: “This will be disappointing to many people 
including visitors and exhibitors alike. However, we are an ageing membership and we have 
to be realistic about what we can deliver in the future. Many of our existing team have been 
involved for over 30 years and would like to retire gracefully.” 

Tom Heywood, of the Aberdeen Modellers Society, agreed. “I think the worry is always that 
it’s an aged hobby. The average age of modellers in my club is over 60. We had two 
members die last year, and there’s maybe like four of us who are under 40, so folk are 
always concerned it’ll die out.” 

Top-end model railway locomotives can run to hundreds of pounds, Heywood said, with 
carriages, scenery and track to run them on all costing more again. And that’s if you’ve got 
the room to build them at all. “You have to have a lot of space for railway modelling and 
these days folk do not typically have a spare bedroom or loft kicking around unless they’re a 
retired boomer,” he said. 

But the industry isn’t giving up without a fight. The phenomenal success over the last decade 
of hobby manufacturers including Lego and Games Workshop has demonstrated that the 
appetite for assembling scale models from large boxes of plastic parts is considerably 
deeper than many might have guessed. 

In 2022, Hornby – still Britain’s leader in the space, and the owner of Airfix, Corgi and 
Scalextric – announced a search for a new chief executive, appointing the former head of 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/oct/25/we-are-railing-britain-embraces-the-joys-of-the-humble-train-set


Paperchase a year later. A management shake-up has seen senior staff join from Lego and 
Mattel, and a concerted effort to bring in new fans. It will introduce a range of cheaper entry-
level products, it said in its annual report, and has already had success with a new range of 
even smaller trains at “tabletop” size – shrunk 120 times from the real thing. 

“TT:120 was conceived to both create additional growth from existing enthusiasts and to 
open up the hobby to a new customer group, for whom the space required for the current 00 
gauge was perhaps too much of a barrier to entry,” it said. 

The bottomless world of the internet may be providing model railways with stiff competition 
for the interests of today’s youth, but it’s also opened up new possibilities. Armed with a 3D 
printer, Google translate and historically cheap international shipping, the model railway 
community has become a global one. 

Want an even smaller train than Hornby will sell you? Why not try Japan’s T-scale, with a 
locomotive that will fit on a 50p piece. Want a unique carriage? A flourishing community of 
designers use sites such as Patreon to share their creations for anyone with a 3D printer. 
Want a pair of tiny naked people in flagrante to hide in your scenery? Well, of course, the 
Germans have you covered. 
 
Even if the problems facing Britain’s biggest railways are similar to the ones facing its 
smallest, then, the solutions look quite different.” 

========================================================= 
 
 
THE THIRD SECTION OF BALDWIN PARK II 
The suggestion that McEvoy Junction be incorporated into the new layout to save time and 
at the same time keeping it as an exhibition layout was considered in depth by a 
subcommittee of Phil Young, Terry Smith, Andrew Lund and George Watts.  For a range of 
reasons and practicality it was decided that the idea should not proceed. 
 
Instead, the third section of Baldwin Park II will be built more or less as originally planned. 
 
McEvoy Junction will be used at the 2024 Canberra Model Railway Exhibition Expo as the 
CMRCI exhibition layout but it will then be re-vamped by the replacement of the problematic 
Fleishman track and points by PECO track.  There could be some changes to the scenery 
and maybe another module to alternate with the existing centre module.  
 
While the above has not been formally agreed to by the Management Committee, it will be 
considered at the next Committee Meeting. 
 
The suggestion has been made that both Baldwin Park II and the re-vamped McEvoy 
Junction be re-named – any ideas?  If so, let the Committee know. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

LAST ON THE LINE: George finds a relic of a bygone era preserved 

by the lake. 

An Article by RonG from material supplied by George Watts 

A holiday at the side of Lake Mulwala in NSW during the warmth of the Australian summer. 

What could be a more Aussie activity (and less crowded than Bondi beach)? 



Lying back in the shade, a cool breeze coming off the water, kids playing, families swimming, 

barbecues cooking – aah, summer! 

 

 

A bit of a wander exploring the surroundings, 

finding a steam locomotive built by the Vulcan 

Foundry in England in 1953.  

 

What on earth is a steam loco doing here, and 

how did it get here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It turns out that the combined services clubs of Yarrawonga (Vic.) and Mulwala (NSW) wanted 

a tangible reminder for locals and visitors of the steam train era that played such a big part in 

the development of the local district for over half a century. How did they do that? They 

obtained steam locomotive J507, one of 60 0f the class built by Vulcan for the Victorian 

Railways (VR). It turned out that J507 was the last steam locomotive to operate on the VR 

between 1954 and 1972. After that, steam was superseded by Y-class diesel electric 

locomotives, 

Unwanted on the mainline. Unwanted on the branch lines. J507 spent some time shunting 

around the railway workshops at Newport before being decommissioned. 

Enter the combined service clubs of Yarrawonga and Mulwala, who arranged for J507 to be 

moved from Melbourne to their district. That appears to have been the easy part. It languished 

for seven years on a railway branch inside the grounds of the Mulwala Explosives Factory, 

waiting for a site for permanent display. 

Things were still happening behind the scenes. 

In 1981, the then Corowa Council was approached by the Mulwala Progress Association to 

arrange for a permanent site in the grounds of Purtle Park. Easy-Peasy! It was only a 100-ton 

locomotive & there were no rails along which to move it! Oops! 

In the end, an innovative scheme was hatched, and it only took a full weekend and LOTS of 

volunteers to make it happen. 

First, the locomotive was moved along existing rail lines to a point as close as possible to the 

end of a street leading to the lake. Then two cranes lifted it, turning it at right angles so that 

the boiler faced Lake Mulwala. 



 

 

Three sets of portable tracks mounted on sleepers were the key to getting J507 to the lake 

side.  With the loco set up on one track section, heavy chain, a forklift truck and people power 

moved it carefully and slowly forwards, placing a new track section in front as it traversed the 

one underneath it. If you were driving a car along Edward Street late on Saturday night/early 

Sunday morning, you may have come across J507 having a bit of a snooze until daybreak on 

Sunday morning. 

On the final day, repeating the leap-frog track movements, the locomotive moved along slowly 

until it finally reached its current presentation place in the park by the lake.  

As George discovered, J507 sits proudly on a small section of track, with a set of steps and 

safety railing allowing visitors to peer inside the cab. There is an explanatory pictorial board 

explaining the significance of the locomotive to the district. The locomotive is painted in its 

usual black coat, with the buffer beams, side frames and smoke deflectors outlined in red. 

Visitors can get up close to the locomotive on all sides and marvel at its structure and inherent 

strength. A “well done” to the combined services clubs of Yarrawonga and Mulwala. All that 

planning and effort has resulted in a monument to the machines that provided a service in 

developing that region of NSW & Victoria for many decades while steam reigned supreme. 

 And a “thank you” to George, our Club’s roving correspondent, who discovers these historic 

reminders of our railway past and brings them to our notice. 

===================================================================== 



 



 
Maybe we should get one of these signs to attach to Charlestown! 
 
================================================================ 
 
GROUND GOOP  
At the December meeting, BobM demonstrated the manufacture and use of Ground Goop.   
The constituents are: 
 
One part each of: 

• CelluClay 

• Vermiculite 
Plus: 

• 1/3 part of Flat Latex Brown Paint 

• 1/3 part of PVA glue;  

• Water to make a mud-like consistency; and 

• One lid full of Lysol - disinfectant. 

•  
Available on eBay and Create For Less 
 
USING PAPER MACHE FOR SCENERY ON A LAYOUT 
Bob says – “I am in the process of rebuilding my layout after having one attempt and 
learning that there is so much I should have done to make it that much more effective. 
 
I found a recipe for ‘Ground Goop’ in a video produced in the US by the Model Railway 
Academy.  It was described as an ideal substitute for plaster and much easier to use.  
Essentially, it is a mixture of prepared Paper Mache material, a ground water retention 
agent, paint and glue. 
 
The recipe for Ground Goop is:  
 

• One part each of: 



o Celluclay – This is a prepared paper mache base which is available from 
Amazon, eBay and only one ‘local ’store that I have been able to find, 
Takapuna Art Supplies at 124 Anzac Street, Auckland in NZ.  It costs about 
$30.00 (plus postage) for 1 lb or US $60.00 for 5 lbs.  If you buy it through 
Amazon or eBay you will have to pay GST, the going exchange rate and 
freight.  It cost me about AUD$78.00 for the 5 lb pack. 

o Vermiculite – This is a moisture retention product used in gardens for the 
aeration of clay soil.  It is readily available from Bunnings and costs about 
$15.00 for a bag which is sufficient to mix with the 1 lb of Celluclay. 

• Plus: 
o 1/3 part of Flat Latex Paint of the colour (brown, green, etc) to make the base 

colour that you want at the time; 
o 1/3 part of PVA glue;  
o Water to make a mud-like consistency; and 
o One lid full of Lysol – disinfectant – this will stop mould and allow you to keep 

the mix for well over six months (provided you keep it moist). 
o  

At the Club, we used a paper cup as a measure in the first instance but used a much bigger 
container after we had tested the mixture and its application.  We tried it against a foam 
sheet as part of a cliff face on Baldwin Park and it stuck well and created a life-like surface.  
It can be used for all areas as a ground base and is designed as a replacement for Plaster of 
Paris.  It stays soft for about 12 hours and you can add rocks, ground cover (grass and soil), 
trees, etc, while the mixture is still wet.  It sets hard in 24 hrs and holds its shape while 
holding items in place (as it should with the amount of paint and glue in the mixture!). 
Because it can be moulded directly to timber, foam, paper, plaster bandage and other layout 
materials, it will make the whole layout much lighter than if the whole scene was created in 
plaster. 
 
We have used it on the new Club layout and tested it on Baldwin Park in the Club room.  We 
used it to extend the cliff face in the area that is currently being modified, so have a look 
(and feel) of it. “ 
 
===================================================================== 

 
Overnight in Chicago 
 

================================================================ 
 



CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
On Sunday 10th November 2023, CMRCI members congregated for lunch at the Labor Club 
in Belconnen.  After a brief welcome by the President, members enjoyed a good lunch which 
was subsidised by the Club 
 
 

 
Members and partners enjoying lunch and a good chat. 
 

 
Chris and Don in deep discussion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AROUND THE CLUBROOM 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Juan driving his impressive collection of eclectic and unique European rolling stock 
on McEvoy Junction. 

 

 
An attentive audience – Bob delivering the day’s announcements to members. 

 

 
THANKS – to the various contributors to this letter for their hard work and 
contributions.   
 
If you have photo, story, joke or article you think that other members would be 
interested in, please send it to The Bulletin  - pracmrci@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, 

Dennis Wicklander. 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron 

Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart. 

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School  

FEBRUARY 2024 

4 Feb (Sun) Hall markets - Charlestown 

6 Feb  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 Feb (Weds)  Club meeting  - TBA 

10 Feb (Sat) Juniors Running Session 

13 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts  

20 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

21 Feb (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

24 February (Sat) Bunnings Tuggeranong 

27 Feb (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

 

MARCH 2024 

3 Mar (Sun) Hall Markets - Charlestown 

5 Mar  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 



6 Mar (Weds)  Club meeting  - Scenery – Part 2  

8 Mar (Sat) Juniors Running Session 

9 Mar (Sat) Bunnings Majura 

12 Mar (Tues) Juniors Running Session 

16 Mar (Sat) Bunnings Gungahlin 

19 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts  

20 Mar (Weds) Running night.  Continuing work on club 
layouts 

22 Mar (Fri) Set up – 2024 Canberra MR Expo 

23 Mar (Sat) 2024 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

24 Mar (Sun) 2024 Canberra Model Railway Expo 

26 Mar (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

Meeting times (unless otherwise advised) 

Every Tuesday       09.00 am to 12.00 Noon 

First and Third Wednesday nights of each month      19.00 pm to 22.00 pm  

Second Saturday of each month (Juniors only)  09.00 am to 12.00 noon 

================================================================== 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen 

ACT 2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/

