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70 YOoU AND VOURS — BEST
WISHES FOR A REALLY
HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND THE
HEALTHIEST AND HAPPIEST
OF NEW VEARS
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PRESIDENTS 2023 CHRISTMAS REPORT

When Peter A contacted me and told it was time for me put together a few words for
Christmas, | was a little taken-aback as | felt that | seem to spend all my time writing reports.
However, it is that time again so | thought | would take a slightly different approach. Then |
realised that we have members who don’t attend the Clubroom so | feel obliged to give a
little run-down on the year that has been.

Baldwin Park Il

Our primary focus, as can be seen by anyone who comes into the Clubroom, and will be for
some time, is the rebuilding of Baldwin Park Il. Two wings of the E-shaped layout are now
almost complete with Terry finishing the baseboard, laying the DCC track and wiring it and
the points while Phil is trying to get the upper DC layout in place. It is hoped that we will
soon have a functional layout where members can run both DCC and DC trains while we
construct the third wing of the E-shaped layout. This will give us an excellent opportunity to
test our track and its functionality before we start doing any scenery work.




Terry Smith has spent an inordinate amount of time building the baseboard, finalising track
and wiring the whole thing, including programming some 60 odd points to-date. Phil has
been beavering away trying to create an upper deck for our DC enthusiasts to use while the
rest of us use the lower layout for DCC. Hopefully when both Terry and Phil are finished
DCC locomotives will be able to use both levels for operations. My sincere thanks to
everyone who has had input so far, but we need to keep moving to get it finished.

In fact, our recent visit to the Bathurst Railway Museum and seeing the brilliant, and large,
HO scale layout called Main West 1962, reinforced my desire to keep the scenery for
Baldwin Park Il as simple as possible.

Expo

While the reconstruction of Baldwin Park Il has dominated our attention, and the time and
effort of our members, the annual Expo still remains the one area where everyone works
together with a common goal. It continues to be our only real fund raiser and its continuing
success is a tribute to Chris Neil, Mal Irving, Andrew Lund, Phil Young and the many others
who work more behind the scenes. Fortunately, because everyone gets involved, the
workload is not too onerous, although | really look forward to the Monday after the event.
The Expo is becoming more and more popular, particularly with the unfortunate demise of
the Malkara Exhibition, and we are getting to the stage of turning exhibitors away. While this
is great, it does create more work.

One of the things | would like to see is, a real way to attract more visitors to the event. If we
can indicate that we are drawing inter-State visitors who stay in Canberra for a period then
we will put ourselves in the position of being able to exert pressure on the ACT Government
for some form of financial assistance.

Saturday Children’s Sessions

The opening of the Club once a month on a Saturday morning for kids to come in and run
trains, continues to be successful. Through this program we have actually had a couple of
parents sign-up to become members of the Club. So, in all, it continues to be a worthwhile
exercise.

Mentor Group

I normally wouldn’t mention the Mentor Group as its Co-ordinator, Chris Neil, reports directly
to the Committee through the AGM. However, | think it is worth mentioning that there are
some six or seven members who donate one afternoon a week to help about 12 students
who are nominated by the school as needing some assistance with their social development.
Although, if you ever get the chance to be involved or even just listen-in, communication and
expression of their views is not an area where they need assistance.

However, | would like acknowledge the work that our mentors do. The staff in the school’s
Enrich Program certainly do and often report that they see a definite improvement in the
students who participate.

The Zig Zag Railway Trip

For the first time that | have been involved with the Club, some 18 members and their
partners travelled independently up to Lithgow to go in the newly opened Zig Zag Railway.
On the way up to Lithgow, we dropped in to Bathurst to also visit their Railway Museum. If
you haven't visited the Museum, | think it is worthwhile. There is a well-designed history
section showing the development of rail transport around Bathurst as well as a magnificent
HO model of the line from Bathurst to Tarana, circa 1962. All of the scenery is scratch built
and the layout is DCC controlled. As | stated earlier. It demonstrated that simplicity often
provides a more stunning outcome.



We stayed overnight in the Lithgow Workies Club and Motel before joining the Zig Zag
Railway in the morning. Riding again in 3'6” gauge carriages brought back memories of
travelling from Melbourne to Brisbane in 1950. A real rocking and rolling experience!

To see the work that was done back in the 1860’s with pick and shovel and to travel over
imposing viaducts built of the excavated sandstone and still operational, just makes you
realise what an impressive task it was. Further, to see the joy and expertise of the current
volunteer operators of the whole reconstruction was just as impressive.

| think everyone on the trip really enjoyed it and | often heard the call from everyone. Even
from members. to ‘Let’s do this again!” I'm sure that the Committee will be extremely
interested in facilitating any other ideas put forward for trips away, particularly ones that
includes partners.

Thanks

My sincere thanks to everyone who is involved with the Club and especially to the Club
Committee for keeping the Club functioning. It is doing the little things, often without thanks
or recognition, that the biggest difference to what we achieve together. It is my sincere desire
that we can do another trip away as there is nothing better to bring everyone together on the
same page.

| would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. | hope that
everyone remains safe if you or your family members are travelling to or from Canberra, or
for that matter anywhere over the holiday period.

My thanks for your support of our Club throughout the past year and may your God keep you
and your family safe and healthy during the up-coming one.

RobertBMovton

Bob Morton
President

12 December 2023

Vale

Irene Madden

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 pm Wednesday 6"
December 2023.

Peter Amey will provide an introduction to the model railway scenery world. In this session
he will cover basic landforms, ground cover and divisions or barriers. Bob Morton will weigh
in with a session on the Morton Mix.

The next session (probably February/March) will include water, trees and shrubs, rock and
vertical/near vertical faces, fencing, structures. If there are any other scenery matters you
would like to discuss, please let Peter know.



CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The CMRCI Christmas lunch will be held at the Labor Club Belconnen, 51 Chandler Street
Belconnen on Sunday 10" December, at 12.00 noon.

The lunch will cost you $40.00 per head — note that CMRCI is subsidising the lunch by
$15.00 per head.

If you intend to participate, please let Bob Morton know ASAP so that he can tell the Labor
Club the numbers: and pay Phil the $40.00 per person

ALBURY AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bruce Pennay, Charles Sturt University, and Jacqui Schulz, award-winning filmmaker,
have made three short YouTube documentary films to mark the 150~anniversary of
the arrival of the railway to the border district and the 140« anniversary of the
connection of the NSW and Victorian railway systems. The films were released at
events in NSW Heritage Week and Victoria's History Month. You can access them
here:

Crossing the Murray River: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WptOwUQ3KvU

Impact of the Arrival of the North-east Railway on Wodonga district:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVz40-6s7wc

Connecting the Victorian and the NSW railway systems:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBuJ303BweA
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https://historycouncilvic.nationbuilder.com/r?u=GQ96LxW7tJscudkL8mlwNzVEKXk7dMDJzwJlfbbiiRaggBHs7ZQCId4_8Fr44aTb&e=d8747b22e2a4d03cd11a641ebb24da55&utm_source=historycouncilvic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news_nov_23&n=27
https://historycouncilvic.nationbuilder.com/r?u=GQ96LxW7tJscudkL8mlwNzVEKXk7dMDJzwJlfbbiiRZVM8vNLMjQjQ_Zt8i8eo9t&e=d8747b22e2a4d03cd11a641ebb24da55&utm_source=historycouncilvic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news_nov_23&n=28
https://historycouncilvic.nationbuilder.com/r?u=GQ96LxW7tJscudkL8mlwNzVEKXk7dMDJzwJlfbbiiRY4LBCUpqVilMhTMnrczhA0&e=d8747b22e2a4d03cd11a641ebb24da55&utm_source=historycouncilvic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=news_nov_23&n=29

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
By Ron Geeves from material provided by George Watts. Photos by George Watts.

A closed railway line, a written-off locomotive with the wrong running number
and a town whose name was changed when the railway eventually reached it.
What could go wrong?

Based on material sent from outback Qld by our travelling correspondent, George Watts

The small town of Injune (population 461 in the 2016 census) is located in the Western
Downs district of southern Queensland, 616 km west north-west of Brisbane. The
closest large centre is Roma, called the capital of the Western Downs and that is 90.7
km from Injune.
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Injune, according to the local tourist centre, is “nestled in the Great Dividing Range” —
it is actually west of the Great Dividing Range and is built on a natural water system
with flows to the west and south west.

HISTORY:

The explorer, Major Thomas Mitchell, passed this way in 1846 and is credited with
naming a high feature as “Mount Hutton” after a famous English geologist. An early
pastoral run in the area was taken up in 1852, comprised of 660 sq.miles, and was
given the Mt. Hutton name.

At a time when opening up the state to European settlement was taking place using
railway lines to transport people, stock and goods, a branch railway line from Roma to
Orallo (40 km) began in 1914. Approval for a 53-kilometre (33 mi) extension to Injune
Creek was granted in November 1916. The line reached the railhead in 1920 and the
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location was called Injune. It falls short of the original intended location of Mount
Hutton, which lost out in the realities of the project.

One explanation of the name “Injune” relates to a possible aboriginal name of “Ingon”
for the flying squirrel or sugar glider which is found in the area.

One benefit coming from the construction of the new railway line is explained by the
local Visitors Centre:

‘A Soldier Settlement scheme was established in the Injune-Gunnewin-Bymount area in
1919 by the Government. Land adjacent to and in reasonable distance of the proposed
railway line being built from Roma to Injune was allotted to Returned Service men from
the War.”

The rail journey:

Get a move on!

“Services opened on 30 June 1920 and a thrice-weekly mixed train took over 5 hours
to cover the journey. The slow trip is not surprising in view of the fact that there were
six road crossings to negotiate that a fireman was required to open and a guard to
close. Livestock, timber and cream provided much of the business until replaced by
road transport. Coal and grain were also ferried. The last train left Injune on 31
December 1966 and the line closed from 1 January 1967. Although there was still
considerable grain traffic, maintenance costs for its many bridges made the line
unviable. The line and facilities were completely dismantled by mid 1968.” (Wikipedia)

Located behind the Injune Ambulance Station is an historic steam locomotive, a
member of the successful branch line C17 class (227 were built) which could perform
well on lines that heavier locomotives could not negotiate. The Injune line was one
where the C17’s operated.

This particular locomotive was withdrawn from service in 1967, 20 years after it was
involved in the worst rail accident with 16 lives lost (see Camp Mountain railway
accident). Its number was 824, but the locomotive preserved at Injune carries the
number 809 — Why???

The reason is that a collector had already purchased number 824 for display and 809
was available. Who would know? Darn — those rivet-counting railway buffs!


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Mountain_railway_accident
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Mountain_railway_accident

L o i o ‘ -

A well- Iabelled dlsplay blldlng beS|de the Ioco in the Injune Hlstorlcal Rallway
Precinct.

The locomotive is one of 25 that have been preserved. It was towed to Injune for static display
soon after the rail line had been closed.
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ChatGPT

If you ever wondered about the capability of ChatGPT, here is a Model Railway Christmas
poem written by Chat GPT:

In workshops aglow with yuletide cheer, Railway modellers gather, the holiday near. With
glue and paint, they embark on their quest, Creating a Christmas layout, their very best.



Tiny villages sprout amidst the snow, As modellers let their creativity flow. Houses adorned
with wreaths and light, In the miniature world, a festive sight.

Locomotives don Santa hats with glee, As they chug along, a holiday spree. Carriages carry
presents wrapped so tight, In this model world, joy takes its flight.

Tracks are draped in tinsel, shiny and bright, Curving and winding through the silent night.
Beneath the tree, a winter delight, A Christmas train, a whimsical sight.

Modellers laugh as they carefully place, Tiny carolers frozen mid-song in grace. Snowflakes
fall in the model town square, A holiday masterpiece crafted with care.

In the workshop, surrounded by laughter and fun, Modellers work until the setting sun. Tiny
wreaths on each station door, In this festive layout, dreams galore.

As the Christmas train circles with pride, Modellers revel in the joy that abides. Their passion
for railways, a holiday theme, A miniature world, a modeller's dream.

So here's to the modellers, skilled and merry, Crafting Christmas scenes, oh so cherry! In
the realm of trains, where dreams set sail, Merry Christmas to modellers, without fail!

AS 10\4 can See
I've downloaded +he-

All aboard!
Tickets Pleo.se'.
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How a pre-
Fathers’ Day
outing generated
research about
how things
worked in trains
(with some
drastic
consequences as
well))

By Ron G

A pre-Fathers’ Day outing to the Australian War Memorial’s “Big Things In Store” at the
Mitchell A.C.T. storage centre reminded me of something that | had heard when | was
driving CPH railmotors at Cooma in the early 2000’s.

My two sons accompanied me to the Mitchell site and we had looked through the aircraft
storage building, taken a few photos, asked questions and discussed things that we knew
about the various exhibits. We then moved on to the other buildings and spent time discovering
items that we hadn’t seen before.

One of those items was a beautifully restored and presented motor car with a strange
apparatus attached to the rear, as shown in the two following photographs:
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The apparatus was identified as a “gas converter unit” which was fitted to vehicles during
World War 2 as a result of petrol rationing and the need to use alternative fuels. The alternative
fuel in this case was charcoal, usually derived from partial decomposition of wood in a process
where the wood was heated in a low-oxygen environment.

The AWM site advised that: “During the Second World War several thousand cars were
converted to run on coal gas or on charcoal-burning gas producers. The government waived
a mileage tax for converted cars, eager to reduce petrol use. There was another advantage in
conversion: petrol was strictly rationed until June 1950.”

My dad had spoken about “gas bags” being fitted to vehicles to hold the gas that converters
produced, but | knew little else about the matter. My research on-line further informed me:

e The burner is a two part system: a closed chamber with chunks of wood in it, and a
charcoal burner to heat the closed chamber and make the wood generate gases by a
process called pyrolysis. Flammable gases produced by pyrolysis are then routed to
a carburettor of sorts, mixed with air, and burned in the engine’s combustion
chambers.

e Charcoal burning gas producers were adapted for petrol driven engines and in 1942
to 1943 up to 60,000 vehicles were equipped. Models were available for the front or
rear of a vehicle or could be towed on a small trailer.

e The wood gasification process reaches a temperature of 1,400 °C (2,550 °F). The
guoted temperature may refer to the stage where charcoal is produced from heating
wood, but | began to start thinking that the gas production from charcoal stage could
still be hotter than | would like around a vehicle in which | might be travelling!

12



One sketch that | found shows the process in the form of an annotated diagram:
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Even if we dispense with the use of wood and cut straight to using charcoal, that is a
LOT of equipment and a LOT of weight to lug around!

The sources then move on to discussing the energy being derived from wood/charcoal
burning as compared to petrol as the fuel: The size of the equipment is due to the fact
that wood gas has a low energy content. The energetic value of wood gas is around
5.7 MJ per kg, compared to 44 MJ/kg for gasoline and 56 MJ/kg for natural gas. Oops!
Problem alert!

The use of wood gas limits the output from the engine, so speed and acceleration of
the converted car are cut and there is a 35 to 50 percent lower output. Because the
gas burns slowly, a high number of revolutions is not possible. A producer gas vehicle

iS no sports car.

By this stage you may be asking yourself “why is he writing about this topic in a model
railway Club Bulletin?” Why indeed!

The answer comes back to railmotors, and the venerable 42 foot CPH railmotors which

plied our (NSW) branch lines and outer suburban branch lines.

During World War 2, as already mentioned, there was a shortage of petrol and rationing

had been introduced. The NSW Railways decided to fit gas converter units to six (6)

railmotors. Five of the six burnt to the ground (I told you that the process involved a lot of

heat!). Those that burnt were numbers 15, 21, 23, 30 and 36 and these units were all
fitted with the Leyland 150 hp E47/1 petrol engine’.

The sole survivor was No. 6. | worked for about 18 months part-time in restoring No. 6 to

working order in Cooma, and that unit was the one on which | was trained as a driver.

How thankful am | that, for whatever reason, the gas converter unit on No. 6 failed to ignite

its timber frame’!
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http://krisdedecker.typepad.com/.a/6a00e0099229e88833012876d4bb9c970c-pi

The survivor of the six gas-converter fitted CPH railmotors! No. 6 sits at Chakola, north
of Cooma, on a scheduled run.

*(The gas converter unit was removed after the War.)

" CPHs 6,8 and 22 in Cooma are all powered by 150 hp GM Diesel motors.

Available from
www.etsy.com
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INTERVIEW WITH JOHN LORD, COMMITTEE MEMBER

John Lord

John Lord was elected to the
Management Committee at the last
Annual General Meeting. The
following interview was conducted on
18t October 2023 with subsequent
additional comment by John.

How long have you been a member of CMCRI?
| have been a member since April 2018.

Why are you a member — Why did you join?

| have always been interested in the hobby and | wanted to build the layout | dreamt of as a
kid. My son Tyler is also interested and | wanted to support him. A good friend in the
Newcastle HO club advised me that the best way to get started in the hobby was to join a
local club and learn as much as | could. After attending expo for the first time in 2018 it was
clear that CMRCI was the club to be active in.

How long have you been on the committee? And why?

| have been a committee member only since August 2023. | would like to give something
back to the club that has supported Tyler and | with getting started in the hobby and the
committee seems to be a good way of giving back to the club.

Tell us about your model railway interests — scale, etc.

| enjoy working long consists, often with wide loading gauges. HO scale. | will look at
anything that is affordable or has additional features not typically found on locally produced
models such as smoke, wifi, bluetooth, etc

Do you have layout at Home? — If so, theme, how long have you been building it?

We have a dedicated model railway room. At present it houses an operating Thomas the
Tank Engine layout for my son and two loops of DCC track with a half-finished bridge. | have
many models with decoders that can sense load/feedback and alter their speed and sound
for inclines and declines which | feel makes layouts far more interesting. Our train room
often doubles as an overflow ‘storage room’. | have plans to finish the layout but that is a
stalled project. | have no schedule for its completion.

Do you operate?
Not yet but would like to if | can find the patience.

What have been the most outstanding event/s with CMRCI in your time.

Without doubt, the annual model railway Expo. | appreciate all the hard work that goes into
this event and it just seems to keep getting better and better with each year.
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While it can be challenging to volunteer at expo with a primary school aged child who just
wants to visit the exhibits, We are finding as Tyler grows older we are able to increase the
amount of duties we take on as a team at expo each year. Last year was Tyler’s first year
assisting other children use Charlestown at expo.

Aspirations

To give something back to the club and to see family’s join the hobby. We are grateful to the
club for starting the kids running days once per month on a Saturday and hope to see this
grow into a new avenue of growth for the club.

OBERON - TARANA HERITAGE RAILWAY SOCIETY

During the CMRCI visit to Bathurst and Lithgow, some of our more observant members
noticed signage promoting a model railway exhibition at Oberon from 30 September to 3™
October. Further investigation discovered that the possibility that CMRCI might exhibit at
future exhibitions was welcomed by the Oberon-Tarana Heritage Railway Society.
Apparently there were only a few HO and N scale layouts at their 2023 exhibition.

The primary interest and long term mission of the Society is to operate a heritage tourist train
from Oberon Station on the Oberon Branch Line to the siding at Tarana Station. A 15 year
program has been developed and is in operation.

The society is also currently working on the restoration of another wagon to add to their
existing fleet of two 1897 vintage passenger cars. The current restoration will result in a
restaurant car. CMRCI will be invited to a hosted lunch when the carriage is commissioned.
A visit to the Society’s facilities is also a possibility sometime in 2024.

THE TURNER PRIMARY SCHOOL FETE

CMRCI took Charlestown the Turner Primary School Fete on Saturday 28" October. The
large school had a myriad of attractions for families, friends and public, which resulted in a
very large patronage. The CMRCI team were kept busy all day and handed out many
flyers for the 2024 Expo. A successful outing.

This “Halloween Trai ” complt with purl ut r sidrs and an
eyeball was put together by Ash from the mentor group. It attracted a lot of
attention from parents and kids.

16



While Charlestown is
generally in good
repair, it is showing
signs of age. On this
occasion, it needed
some expert attention
from Andrew to get the
Upper Outside track
operable.

Andrew tackling the
track problems on
Charlestown with his
usual dedication and
expertise.

CMRCI also supported Hartley Lifecare at the Hall Markets on 5" November. With
over 200 stalls and patrons doing pre-Christmas shopping, there were large crowds
at the markets. Consequently, Charlestown was very popular and kept the CMRCI

team busy all day.

An unexpected visitor at Hall
Markets was Rapunzel from
the stage production of

. Frozen. She achieved her

. model train driver’s certificate.

Photo by George Watts
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM
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ABOVE: A couple of shots of t’s Batls train - 4 wheel box cars with Beatles
signage on the side. Very well done — attractive colourful and interesting. With some
of Ken’s interesting European vehicles on the inside track.

: ; i T -7 ; ¢
The Birthday Boys — Tom and Don share the same birthday. Tom is celebrating his
1015t — Don is not saying & They also share the same birthday with King Charles IlI.
A distinguished trio.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TOM
The crew in attendance at the meeting on Tom’s 101t birthday enjoying the cakes
contributed by June.

Progress on the Baldwin Park Il layout — the first train has run on the first two sections.

ou.l :

Above - Terry testing and
fine tuning track on
Baldwin Park Il with the
venerable Norfolk
Southern loco which is
about to be passed by the
ICE fast passenger
service.

Right — Terry watching the
first loco to run on the first
two sections. Well done
Terry.
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Shades of things to come:
Sam running his beautiful

Flying Scotsman using his
mobile phone.

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS
President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Herb Hobbs
Secretary: Chris Neil
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John
Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, Dennis
Wicklander.

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron
Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart.
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CMRCI Events and Activities

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School
Kaleen unless otherwise stated.

DECEMBER 2023

3 Dec (Sun)

Hall markets - Charlestown

5 Dec (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

6 Dec (Weds)

Club meeting - Model Railway Scenery - PeterA

7 Dec (Thurs)

Charlestown to Bunnings Gunghalin

9 Dec (Sat)

Juniors running session

12 Dec (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

19 Dec (Tues) NB — last
meeting for 2023

Continuing work on club layouts

26 Dec (Tues)

No meeting — recovering!

JANUARY 2024

9 Jan (Tues)

Club reopens - Continuing work on club layouts

13 Jan (Sat)

Juniors running session

16 Jan (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

17 Jan (Weds)

Running night

23 Jan (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

30 Jan (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

FEBRUARY 2024

2 Feb (Sun)

Hall markets - Charlestown

6 Feb (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

7 Feb (Weds)

Club meeting - Model Railway Scenery - PeterA

10 Feb (Sat)

Juniors Running Session

13 Feb (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

20 Feb (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

21 Feb (Weds)

Running night. Continuing work on club layouts

27 Feb (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts

Meeting times (unless otherwise advised)

Every Tuesday

09.00 am to 12.00 Noon

First and Third Wednesday nights of each month ~ 19.00 pm to 22.00 pm

Second Saturday of each month (Juniors only) 09.00 am to 12.00 noon
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Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT
2617.

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management
Committee.

22


http://www.cmrci.info/

