
A VISIT TO THE ZIG ZAG RAILWAY BLUE MOUNTIANS 
 
The visit to the Zig Zag Railway started the night before with dinner (no speeches – yayy!), 
music and a show – and a comfortable night’s sleep at the Workies Club Motel in Lithgow. 
 

 
CMRCI at dinner. 

 
 

 
The Zig Zag Railway Cooperative Limited. 

 
On the morning of Sunday 22nd October, the group left the motel and drove the 10 km or so 
to the railway.  We entered the precinct and went to the engine shed at Bottom Point in time 
to listen in on the morning crew briefing.  The preparation for days running by their Baldwin 
218A locomotive was also witnessed – lots of steam. 
 
 



 
218A clearing the cylinders before commencing the day’s work. 
 
218A, affectionately known as “The Yank” was built in April 1943 by the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works for the US Corps of Engineers.  This loco and nineteen others were imported into 
Australia for work associated with the movement of men and material for World War II.  The 
loco spent most of its working life in Queensland for QR.  It is a 2-8-2 steam loco.     It 
operated on the Zig Zag from 2008 until 2011 before receiving a mechanical overhaul. It has 
been operational since  May 2021. 

 

 
218A puffing up the slope from the engine shed to Bottom Point station, ready for the 
days running. 
 
 
  
 



 
 
218A ready to 
roll at Bottom 
Point Station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Afterwards the group took their own time to walk up the slope past the signal box and onto 
Bottom point station.   
 

 
Mal and Noel about to walk up to Bottom Point Station. Many thanks to Noel who set 
the visit up. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The usual tourist journey is from Top Point to Bottom point and return, however because we 
started at the bottom, we rode the empty train to its normal starting point and as a result had 
the carriage to ourselves.  On the way back down the line we shared with tourists. 

 
 
 
Patrol Trolley about to set 
out to inspect the line. 



Train at Bottom Points Station awaiting the arrival of 218A. 
 
 
 
 
Passengers 
also awaiting 
the arrival of 
218A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
218A arriving for the first run of the day. 
 
The Great Zig Zag Railway consists of three sections: the "top road", the "middle road" and 
the "bottom road". 
 
Located on the "top road" is number one viaduct.  
 
The top points are located where "top road" and "middle road" join.  
 
Beyond these two “T” bridges and a stone arch are located at the entrance to the "wing" 
where the train terminated before proceeding to the "middle road" Located on the "middle 
road" is number one and number two viaduct and number one tunnel and a cutting which 
was originally proposed to be number two tunnel.  
 
At the end of "middle road" is the bottom "wing". Engineered ledges hewn in the 
mountainside provide enough room for the railway line.[1][2] 
 

 
On the upslope between Bottom Points Station and Middle Points Station. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow_Zig_Zag#cite_note-nswshr-542-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow_Zig_Zag#cite_note-Fookes-2


 
Happy passengers on the way up the Zig Zag. 
 
BELOW – Various shots of the Zig Zag track and the viaducts.   

 



 
 

 
 



 
218A running around the train at Middle Points Station. 
 
At the end of the visit, we entered the Engine Shed to inspect the restoration and 
maintenance work being done there.  There is a heap of restoration work to be done.  A 
number of steam engines and a rail car are waiting for some love and attention. 
 

 
The engine shed – a carriage nearing the end of the restoration process. 



 
Also recently restored and now working – an 0-6-0 10 Class diesel hydraulic loco, 
acquired by the Zig Zag Railway in 2001.  Built by Walkers Ltd Maryborough in 1963 
for the Emu Bay Railway Company in Tasmania where it worked until 2000. 
 

 
Awaiting restoration in the yard. 
 

 
 
Also awaiting 
restoration – an 
ex-QR 2000 
class railcar. 
 



 


