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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

November 2023 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 pm Wednesday 1st 
November 2023. 

 
PeterM will make a presentation on The Railways of Western New South Wales.  
Peter’s steam era models running on the club layout are an indication of his sound 
knowledge of the system in that part of NSW. 
 
==================================================================== 
 
MANUAL OF SAFETY DATA SHEETS 
Be aware that CMRCI now has a Manual of Safety Data Sheets.  These sheets have safety 
information on a range of products used in the club such as glues, lubricants, solvents, 
cleaners and paint. 
 
The sheet on Tarzans Grip, for example, includes information on: 

• Hazard Identification 
o Prevention Precautionary Statements 
o Response Precautionary Statements 

• Disposal 

• Chemical Composition 

• First Aid Measures  

• Fire Fighting Measures 

• Accidental Release Measures 

• Handling and Storage 
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• Exposure Controls and Personal Protection 

• Stability and Reactivity 
 
The sheets are available in a clearly marked folder on the top table.  It is strongly suggested 
that if you are working with a product frequently, or for the first time, that you read the 
relevant safety sheet. 
 
If you have any questions, speak to Bob, who compiled the folder. 
 
==================================================================== 
 
CHANGING A LIGHT BULB 
You remember the story about how many model railroaders does it take to change a light 
bulb  a few issues ago? 
 
What about the other 4 guys who have: 
 
1. never changed a lightbulb, but reckon you’re doing it all wrong, and 
 
2.  say that lightbulb would be better in another colour, and 
 
3. have one at home that's much better than yours, 
 
4. think that you should use bayonet not Edison screw type. 
 
====================================================================== 

 

    THE GREAT TRAIN ESCAPE 

 

 

 

The following is a brief description and a 

few photos of the Great Train Escape.  

A fuller pictorial coverage will be 

published in the form of a special 

edition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

After the approximately 300km run from Canberra to Bathurst (depending on which route 
you took) the CMRCI party assembled at the Bathurst Railway Museum at 1:30 pm on 
Saturday 21st October.  After purchasing concession tickets, the group was given a briefing 
by Alison Wright, the Museum Coordinator.  Our reception by the Museum staff and 
volunteers was warm, friendly and professional. 
 

 
Briefing by Alison Wright, Museum Coordinator, on our arrival. 
 
We then moved into the museum through two rooms displaying the history of railways in the 
Bathurst area.  These rooms led into the huge layout room.  The centrepiece of the 
Museum’s display is a layout called “Main West 1962”.  It is touted to be the largest model 
railway in Australia.  At 20m x 9m with a mainline length of 80 m, that is a claim hard to deny. 
The layout uses a DCC system (NCE) from a central control. Schedules are written by BRM 
staff and volunteers, and the schedules are run on a timed basis.   
 
The layout is set in the early 1960’s as much as possible.  It was commissioned privately in 
2003 and donated to the Bathurst Regional council in 2014.  The layout was divided into 24 
pieces and moved to the museum for reconstruction.  Work commenced in November 2019 
and the Museum was opened in February 2020. 
 

Track plan of the Bathurst Railway Museum’s Main West 1962 layout. 
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 Long view of the layout from the staging yard end. 

 
A number of the volunteers who clean, maintain and develop the layout, locomotives and 

rolling stock were present in their own time to meet the CMRCI members and to brief us on 

the layout, answer questions and chat about model railways in general.  A very informative 

and enjoyable visit.   

A report on the museum was published in the October 2022 Bulletin.  In the meantime, here 

are some facts and figures from the Museum brochure: 
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After some hours at the Museum the party moved on to overnight accommodation at The 

Workies Club Motel in Lithgow, about 60 kms away.  The motel is about 10 kms from the Zig 

Zag.  After a pleasant overnight stay with dinner, a show and an early breakfast, the group 

drove to the Zig Zag Railway.  We arrived at the engine shed at the bottom of the line. 

 

 

Thanks to Wikipedia and The Zig Zag Railway website for some of this text. 

The Zig Zag Railway was first opened in 1869 as part of the Western Railway line that linked 
Sydney with Western New South Wales. This railway line was used to transport people and 
produce from the western plains of NSW to and from Sydney. 
 
In 1910, a ten-tunnel deviation was completed and the Great Lithgow Zig Zag closed  The 
original formation was declared as a reserve by the Crown. Fifty years later, the Zig Zag 
Railway was born. 
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The Railway consists of three sections: the "top road", the "middle road" and the "bottom 
road". Located on the "top road" is number one viaduct. The top points are located where 
"top road" and "middle road" join.  
 
Beyond this two "T" bridges and a stone arch are located at the entrance to the "wing" where 
the train terminated before proceeding to the "middle road". 
  
Located on the "middle road" are the number one and number two viaducts and number one 
tunnel and a cutting which was originally proposed to be number two tunnel.  
 
At the end of "middle road" is the bottom "wing".  
 
Engineered ledges hewn into the mountainside provide enough room for the railway line.  
 

The Zig Zag railway has an Institute of 
Engineers (Australia) National Engineering 
Landmark plaque.  Photo by Neville Miller. 

 

 

 

 

Again, the CMRCI group was met with courtesy and friendliness by a Zig Zag Railway 

volunteers keen to show off their unique railway.  Questions were encouraged and 

answered. We were allowed entry to the Engine Shed (under strict supervision) and received 

a full explanation of the work done there. 

At the Engine Shed we listened in on the morning crew briefing, an educational and 

interesting experience.  See photos below 
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The steam locomotive currently operated by the railway is an AC16 class N°218A 

Engine 218A was built by Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia USA and carries their 
builder’s number 69453. It was imported from the USA along with 19 others of the same 
class to assist with the movement of troops and materiel during World War II.  Assembly was 
completed at Ipswich Workshops on 10th August 1943 and the engine was released to traffic 
on the following day. 

The engine was initially allocated to Rockhampton.  

Time was starting to run out for steam in 1964. With the decline of seasonal traffic, N°218A 
was placed in store at the end of December 1964. 

After a general overhaul, N°218A again returned to service on 13th October 1966.  

She was condemned in May 1969 and written off the register in the following month after 
having run a total of 523,620miles (842685km). The engine survived to be sold to Zig Zag 
Railway where she operates today. 

 
218 Clearing cylinders as part of the start-up morning routine. 
 

 
218 on the road at Bottom points. 
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The train waiting at Middle Point for 218 to run around to be in place for the haul up 
the top road to Top Point. 
 

 
The Viaduct on the run up to Middle Point. 
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The photographs in this report and the special supplements were contributed in bulk and it is 

not possible in many cases to attribute the Photos.  Known contributors were Herb Hobbs, 

Neville Miller,  David Gorell, Therese Lynch and Peter Amey.  Sincere apologies if your 

contribution has not been acknowledged.  If that has happened, let Peter Amey know and it 

will be rectified. 

====================================================================== 

 
UK HERITAGE LINES - From the Sunday Age, 17th September 2023 
Here are some UK Heritage railways worth a visit; if not to the actual railway, then their 
websites are worth a look. 
 
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
The Classic 1970 flick, The Railway Children - and its 2022 reboot - were both filmed on this 
line, which rattles through West Yorkshire's storied Bronte Country.  

See kwvr.co.uk 
 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
Pleasing stops on this rejuvenated railway include Goathland, the setting for the TV show 
Heartbeat, and Whitby, whose clifftop Gothic abbey featured in Bram Stoker's Dracula. 

See nymr.co.uk 
 
Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways 
Snowdonia's mountains, oak forests, lakes and castles are the glorious backdrop to this 
dynamic duo.  The Ffestiniog line runs from Porthmadog to Ffestiniog and the Welsh 
Highland to Carnarvon.  Very scenic lines with interesting locomotives. 

See festrail.co.uk 
 
Bluebell Railway 
This line really lives up to its name in April and May, when Sussex's ancient, bluebell-
carpeted woodlands spring to life. 

See bluebell-railway.com 
 
West Highland Line 
Skirting Scotland's stunning west coast between Glasgow and Mallaig, this awe-inspiring 
railway traverses the Glenfinnan Viaduct - a marvel of engineering crossed by the Hogwarts 
Express in the Harry Potter movies. 

See scotrail.co.uk 
 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 

http://kwvr.co.uk/
http://nymr.co.uk/
http://festrail.co.uk/
http://bluebell-railway.com/
http://scotrail.co.uk/
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================================================================ 
 
US POSTAL SERVICE – HISTORIC RAILWAY STATION STAMPS 
The US Postal Service recently celebrated the history, nostalgia and romance of train travel 
with its Railroad Stations Forever stamps. 
 
America was still in its infancy when rail transportation became a feasible proposition in the 
mid-1820s. In the following decades, new railroad companies rushed to lay tracks across the 
continent, bringing the possibility of prosperity to the areas they traversed and oblivion to 
those they bypassed.  
 
Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, railroads were the only practical means of 
traveling over any significant distances; almost everybody rode the trains. 
 
The first station buildings went up in the early 1830s.  A station often was designed to 
advertise the importance of the surrounding community, along with the power and prestige of 
the railroad company serving it. In many smaller towns, the railroad station was the focal 
point of community life. 
 
Noteworthy stations began brightening the American landscape by the 1870s and, although 
many fell to the wrecking ball once they had outlived their original purpose, hundreds 
survived. 
 
These new stamps feature five architectural gems that continue to play an important role in 
their community. 
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The five railway stations that feature on these stamps are: 

• Union Terminal Cincinnati, Ohio.  Opened in 1933; ceased operations in 1972 

• Tamaqua Station, Pennsylvania. Opened in 1874; ceased operations in 1963 

• Point of Rocks Station, Frederick County Maryland. Opened in 1875; still in use. 

• Main Street Station, Richmond, Virginia. Opened in 1902; still in use. 

• Santa Fe Depot, San Bernadino, California. Opened in 1918; still n use. 

Railroad Stations Forever stamps are issued in panes of 20. 
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal 
Store at usps.com/shopstamps,  or by mail through USA Philatelic . 
 
====================================================================== 
 

 
 

https://store.usps.com/store/home
https://store.usps.com/store/home
http://www.usps.com/shopstamps
https://store.usps.com/store/product/stamp-collectors/usa-philatelic-P_012007
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM 
 

 
                TOMFOOLERY – Tom having a laugh with a discarded sign! 
 

 
Charlestown in action at Bunnings Tuggeranong Father’s Day event.   
Photo by Mal Irving  
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That man gets to go everywhere!         Seen somewhere in the Western USA. 

 

 
Troglodytes doing repairs under the layout. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

A man who collects model trains was driving his wife insane with all the money he was 
spending on his hobby. 

One day, he went too far and spent nearly $1000 on a model train. His wife was so furious 
she took the train and broke it over his head. 
 
So he took her to court for domestic caboose. 
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Trains Bring and Buy Sale 

Saturday 4 November 2023 

9.00am to 12am 

Mosaic Baptist Church 

Chomley Court – Evatt ACT 

 

Admission Gold Coin 

 

You can sell your preloved models by renting your 

own table for $10.00 

Or come and buy some bargains 

Reserve a table: contact ACT Model Railway Soc.  

email enquiries@actmrs.org.au 
  

Table numbers are limited, and if still available reservations will be 
taken until Friday 27th October.  

  

 

Conducted by: ACT Model Railway Society Inc. 

 

mailto:enquiries@actmrs.org.au
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, Dennis 

Wicklander. 

Life Members: Tom Drury, Ward Gainey, Ron 

Geeves, John Webster, John Wishart. 

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School 

Kaleen unless otherwise stated.

 

 

NOVEMBER 2023 

1 Nov (Weds)  Club meeting  - Railways of Western NSW  - 
PeterM 

5 Nov (Sun) Hall Markets - Charlestown 

7 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

11 Nov (Sat) Juniors running session 

14 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

15 Nov (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club layouts 

21 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

28 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

DECEMBER 2023 

3 Dec (Sun) Hall markets - Charlestown 
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5 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

6 Dec (Weds)  Club meeting  - Model Railway Scenery - PeterA 

7 Dec (Thurs) Charlestown to Bunnings Gunghalin 

9 Dec (Sat) Juniors running session 

12 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts  

19 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Dec (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club layouts 

26 Dec (Tues)  No meeting – recovering! 

 

 

Meeting times (unless otherwise advised) 

Every Tuesday      09.00 am to 12.00 Noon 

First and Third Wednesday nights of each month     19.00 pm to 22.00 pm  

Second Saturday of each month (Juniors only) 09.00 am to 12.00 noon 

 

====================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

http://www.cmrci.info/

