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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

September 2023 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 pm Wednesday 6th 

September 2023. 

It will be a running night, so bring your exotic, expensive and otherwise interesting trains to 

run. 

As you know, it has been our practice to have presentations on the first Wednesday of the 

month meetings, by either members or a guest presenter.  At present the cupboard is bare, 

so if you have a topic that you would like to hear about either from a member or external 

speaker, mention it to a Committee Member and we will see what can be done.  If you have 

a railways subject of interest– technical, travel, electronic, humorous, 1:1 scale stuff, 

historical - that you would like to share with other members, please speak up and be heard. 

This particularly applies to those new to the hobby – even basic topics will serve as a 

refresher to those more experienced. 

There will also be a sale of donated equipment – see below. 

========================================================= 
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2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

The 2023 Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 22 August 2023.  A large number of 

members attended. 

 

CMRCI members present at the 2023 AGM, plus a number of others who arrived 

subsequently.  

Reports were received from the President, Expo Manager and the Coordinator Mentor 

Group.  These are attached as Attachments A,B and C.  The treasurer also reported on the 

club’s financial situation which was described as “better than ever.” 

It was agreed that the fees for the 2024/25 Financial year would remain at $60.00 per adult 

member. 

The following committee was elected by the members present: 

President  Robert Morton 

Vice President  Herbert Hobbs 

Secretary  Chris Neil 

Treasurer  Phil Young 

Committee  Peter Amey 
   Mal Irving  

Noel Lee 
Paul Liston 
John Lord 
Andrew Lund  
Terry Smith     
George Watts 
Dennis Wicklander 

 
The following persons were asked if they wished to continue or undertake the 
appointments listed below:  
 
Chair of the Expo sub-committee:   Herb Hobbs  
Property Officer:     Hardy Palethorpe 
Bulletin Editor:     Peter Amey 
Website coordinator:    David Gorell 
Social Media coordinator   John Lord  
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All members nominated accepted the appointments. 
 
Other administrative measures decided at the meeting were the disposal of 
surplus property (to the ACTMRS) in the event of the dissolution of CMRCI; and 
signatories for bank accounts.  
 
A life membership for Ron Geeves was proposed and carried by acclamation.  
The citation reads: 
 
CITATION FOR THE AWARD OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP TO MR. RON GEEVES 

“Ron has been a member of CMRCI for over 25 years.  During that time, he has 

worked tirelessly in many roles for the benefit of the club.  

He served as Secretary of the club for two years and as Treasurer for 5 years.  

In 2002, CMRCI found itself without a clubroom and very little cash.  For some years 

Ron and his wife Narelle made their double garage available to the club for use a 

clubroom and a place to construct an exhibition layout.  Without their aid it is likely 

that the club would have simply faded away.  Narelle’s generous contribution of 

freshly baked cakes is well remembered. 

Ron was one of the instigators of the Mentor Group and was a driving force on the 

program for a decade. 

In 2021 he wrote the Club History “A CAPITAL HOBBY The History of Canberra Model 

Railway Club Inc.” Production of this book was the result of serious research and 

dedication by Ron over many months. 

Ron is a strong and consistent supporter of the club’s outside activities such as pre-

EXPO promotional events, visits to school fetes, retirement villages, etc. 

A quiet presence, a worker and strong supporter.”  

 
Ron receiving his Award from the President. 
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THE COMMITTEE 
The following are your committee.  These are your representatives and the people to talk to 
about complaints, comments, suggestions and ideas.  Your contribution is important.  Talk to 
them, don’t be shy! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
President 
 
Bob Morton 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Vice President 
 
Herb Hobbs 
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Secretary 
 
Chris Neil 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
 
Phil Young 

 
 

The following are your 
Committee members. 
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Peter Amey 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mal Irving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Noel Lee 
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Paul Liston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
John Lord 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Lund 
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Terry Smith  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
George Watts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dennis Wicklander 

 
 

====================================================================== 

A locomotive driver can only think of one thing at a time. They all have one-track minds. 
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THE HELENSBURGH RAILWAY TUNNELS 
Railway traffic on the escarpment north of Wollongong was quite busy in the 19th century, 
due to coal traffic from the Metropolitan Colliery.    
 
The Metropolitan Colliery is a coal mine located near Helensburgh. It was opened by in 1887 
by the Cumberland Coal & Iron Mining Company. In 1965, the mine was purchased 
by Australian Iron & Steel. The original railway route of the South Coast Line travelled 
through the Helensburgh tunnels due to the hilly nature of the countryside.  The line was 
relocated and the tunnels closed due to the steamy smoke in the tunnels adversely affecting 
passengers. 
  
Coal is now exported from Port Kembla with the mine connected to the Illawarra railway 
line via a spur line. 
 
Helensburgh’s first railway station was opened on 1 January 1889. It was located between 
two single line tunnels at the junction of Tunnel Road and Vera Street.  
 

 
The remnants of the Helensburgh station platform – July 2023.  The track leads into 
the Metropolitan Tunnel. 
 
Helensburgh’s first railway station was closed in 1915 when the line was duplicated. A new 
station was opened on a deviation.  The Station Master’s cottage and that of the Night 
Officer have been preserved next to the old site. 
 
The much longer Metropolitan Tunnel at the southern end was 624 metres long. This 1905 
photo is looking south to the Metropolitan Tunnel and shows a siding next to the single line.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helensburgh,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BlueScope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Kembla_(seaport)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illawarra_railway_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illawarra_railway_line
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Photo courtesy of the Helensburgh 
and District Historical Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The short Helensburgh Tunnel was at the northern end of the station and is 80 metres 
long.  A local suburban road now cuts across the original track bed. 
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Entrance to the Northern tunnel, south of the original platform.  Looks like it could be 
a set for an Indiana Jones movie. 
 
The two tunnels were no longer used. In May 1928, the colliery completed works to use the 
Metropolitan Tunnel as a reservoir.  
 
An April 1995, the Metropolitan Colliery decided to clear sediment and debris at the northern 
entrance to the tunnel. During this work, a few bricks of the original platform were unearthed 
after 2 metres of soil had been removed. 
 
In 2001, a Centenary of Federation grant enabled Helensburgh Landcare to clean up the 
site, lay ballast and then lay track taken from Metropolitan Colliery on the other side of the 
tunnel.  
 
The tunnels have a resident glow worm population that attract many visitors after dark. 
 
The original Helensburgh Station sign dating back to 1889 was recovered from the gully next 
to the new station and restored. The brass letters were not found; however, the outlines 
were sufficient for new letters to be made though not in brass. The station sign was 
vandalised in 2012 and removed. It has since been restored and was re-installed on the 
platform in 2015.  
 
Unfortunately, within 18 months all the letters had been stolen and the sign vandalised once 
again. It has now been removed. The original heritage sign will not go back up. 
 
In 2020 a replica metal sign facilitated by the Helensburgh Men’s Shed was placed at the 
location. (See photo above) 
 
====================================================================== 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Some changes to email addresses 
 
The address of the Club Secretary is now  clubcmrci@gmail.com 
The following members have indicated a change of address 
 
David Gorell   aerie@myyahoo.com 
Andrew Lund  andrewlund@iinet.com 
Peter Amey  pracmrci@gmail.com 
 
================================================================ 
 
SALE OF DONATED EQUIPMENT 
The following items will be offered for sale at the clubroom during the meetings of  
Wednesday 6th September and then on the following Tuesday 12th September.  Note that the 
Mentor Group and the Baldwin Park II teams will have first choice. 
 
17 locomotives, mostly steam.  Some working, but all in need of repair/resuscitation.  A 
good opportunity to obtain a cheap loco for experiments or to get experience in repairs. 
 
38 items of rolling stock – US/European style,  Some in fair condition, some good. Some 
unique pieces.  Mostly Hornby or Lima couplings. 
 
Passenger carriages (PCs) as follows: 
 
4 x UK Southern PCs.  Hornby. Good condition 
 
3 x US clerestory PCs - Fair/good condition 
 
3 x LMS PCs Fair condition 
 
3 x Rivarossi dog box style  PCs  - Fair condition 
 
3 x Rivarossi PCs Pennsylvania Railroad – 1 in good condition, remainder fair.  PRR loco 
shell also available. 
 
3 x Hornby Dublo PCs – Fair condition 
 
5 x LMS - PCs  Poor condition 
 
4 x Triang – PCs - Good condition 
 
5 x Orient Express PCs – poor condition 
 
28 x ATHEARN locomotive shell and passenger carriages plastic kits – unopened.  US 
passenger coaches and locomotive shells only. 
 
Structures – lots. mostly European style houses. 
 
Track – PECO Ho code 100 – lots.  Not new, but certainly in useable condition.  At least 
suitable for sidings, spurs, straights, etc. 
 

mailto:clubcmrci@gmail.com
mailto:aerie@myyahoo.com
mailto:andrewlund@iinet.com
mailto:pracmrci@gmail.com
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Points – 7 short, 1 medium PECO HO code 100.  NOTE – the springs have been removed, 
but suitable for use with Tortoise, cobalt type electric point motors. 
 
Signals – collection of two-colour light signals.  In need of some TLC, but useable. 
 
Lighting – collection of street, house lights. 
 
Ex Army locker – 86cm wide x 51cm deep x 32 cm high. reasonable condition externally. 
Very good inside – may be a paint job? 

 

SO THIS GUY FINDS A MAGIC LAMP... 

This guy finds a magic lamp. Obviously, a Genie comes out of it. 

*The Genie: You can make 1 wish, it can be anything. What do you desire? 

*The guy: Well, I'd like to have a railroad that connects New York City and Moscow. 

*The Genie: That... might be a little too much. Is there anything else you would like? 

*The Guy: Well, if that's the case, I'd like to be able to understand Women 

* The Genie: Did you want express trains as well? 

 

================================================================ 

HISTORY CORNER 

Jeeps were real work horses in World War II and they turned up in the most unusual places.  
For instance, in North Borneo after the arrival of the 9th Division, AIF. 

Because it was just about impossible to build roads through the delta flats of Borneo, 
someone came up with the bright idea of using the disused railway lines that had run from 
Weston to Beaufort before the war, by equipping Jeeps with railway wheels. 

There were no engines or rolling stock in working order, as the Montenier Ktjel bridge 
between Beaufort and Papar had been bombed.  "The bridge spanned the Padas River near 
Beaufort.  A Beaufighter took out the bridge and then strafed the rolling stock with his 
machine guns.  

One of the bombs just missed but the other hit one end of the bridge and rolled to the middle 
before exploding and bringing down the whole structure.  Obviously, the bomb had a slightly 
delayed fuse. 

The Jeep itself was the biggest problem as it frequently slipped on the rails due to its 
lightness and the weight had to be increased by adding sandbags and sleepers. Even then 
we often had to assist it to commence moving by manually pushing it to start it on its way." 

The Jeep supplied the forward positions with rations, ammunition and other material but its 
speed was rather limited, and it rarely exceeded 20mph. 

The use of the jeep was a very successful operation, and the army added a couple of flat top 
rolling stock for transporting various goods, once they got the weight right.  
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Jeep crossing the Padas 
River in North Borneo on a 
railway bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, it beats walking.  Note the 
box cars in addition to the 
flatcars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The train served another important role as it was used for medical emergencies. 

The original material for this article was written by Ron Boyden of the Australian Capital 
Territory and was published on the Australian War Memorial website. 
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BEFORE AND AFTER 

 

 

 

Photos of PeterA before and after 4 years of Secretary, CMRCI.  Good luck, Chris. 

 

 

Courtesy of Trains Model 
Railroad Humour. 
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According to visitors who have been the Dubbo Club has a very large and very good layout – 

mainly NSW, HO Scale.  Dubbo is about a 5-hour run from Canberra.  Sounds like a good 

weekend road trip – good wine, too. 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Herb Hobbs 

Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Peter Amey, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Paul Liston, John 

Lord, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George 

Watts. 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 

Drury, John Webster, Ron Geeves

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School 

Kaleen unless otherwise stated.

    SEPTEMBER 2023 

5 Sep (Tues)    Continuing work on club layouts. 

6 Sep (Weds) Club meeting – topic TBA  Sale of donated 
equipment 

9 Sep (Sat) Juniors running session 

12 Sep (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

19 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Sep (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on club layouts 

26 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

OCTOBER 2023 

3 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

4 Oct (Weds)  Club meeting  - topic TBA 

10 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

14 Oct (Sat) Juniors running session 

17 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 
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18 Oct (Weds)  Running night.  Continuing work on club layouts 

21 Oct (Sat) Visit to Bathurst Railway Museum 

22 Oct (Sun) Visit to Zig Zag Railway 

24 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

31 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: clubcmrci@gmail.com 

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/

