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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

August 2023 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be on Wednesday 5th August at 7.00pm at the Kaleen 
clubroom.  Ward Gainey will present a practical session on how to build a flashing rear end 
device (“FRED”) for HO scale model trains. 
 
The components of the device will be provided by the club.  At the end of the session, you 
should have a working unit. 
 
If you are interested in participating, but have not registered, please let RonG know ASAP, 
so that there are sufficient components on the night to do the job. 
 
================================================================================== 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   
On Wednesday 16 August, CMRCI will hold what is probably the most important meeting of 
the year.  The Annual General Meeting is when the annual accounts are presented, the 
Management Committee is elected, any changes to the Constitution are considered and fees 
set for the next year.  For those reasons, it is important that all financial members participate 
in the meeting to make sure that your views are heard and to make your vote count. 
 
There will be vacancies on the Committee.  If you have views on how the club is run and the 
direction it is going, get yourself on the Committee and directly influence these matters. 
 
Your vote counts – Wednesday 16th August at 7:45pm. 
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STEAM TRAIN RACE 
In case you have not seen it have a look at this race between 6029, 3601 and two others 
(can someone enlighten the ignorant on the identity of the other two?).  
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/fossbytes/videos/593139582697274 
 
Seen at the Hunter Valley Steamfest's 35th Anniversary weekend at Maitland NSW last May.  
See their Facebook page for further details.  Looks like it was a great event – steam locos, 
traction engines, and steam engines of all sorts.  
 
Thanks to Fossbytes  
 
================================================================================== 

MODEL BUILDING CONTEST 
Craig Gardner, one of our Corresponding Members from Alabama sent a report on a model 
building contest that the Steel City Division of the NMRA South East Region held in June.  
 
Craig says: “Back in April at our NMRA Division meeting, we were asked to participate in a 
model building contest. Anyone that wanted to give it a try was given a 50' boxcar shell and 
could build anything except a boxcar with it. It's just a basic moulded shell made by Accurail. 
Here is a pic of the shell. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/fossbytes/videos/593139582697274
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We had until our June 15 meeting to finish our models, at which time we would show them 
and a vote would be taken to choose the favourite.  
 

 
The finished cabin.” 
 
I decided to build something and was going to make mine into a cabin on the river. At first, I 
was just going to build a rundown abandoned shack in a swamp, but that evolved into 
something much more. When I was growing up, my family had a small, one room cabin on 
the Warrior River about a mile downstream from Birmingport. It had about the same square 
footage as the boxcar (about 500 sq ft), so I decided that would be a more appropriate 
model. So, above is a picture of that finished cabin.” 
 
Craig won First Prize and went home $50.00 richer. 
 
For video on a Steel City Division meeting, which includes footage of Craig’s work and that 
of the other entries, see https://www.facebook.com/people/Steel-City-Division-of-the-SER-
NMRA/100075561802024/ 
 
This video was recorded live – the first section is the normal club meeting, but the segment 
on the competition is interesting and well worth watching.  The video features Craig and, 
sitting beside him, John Stewart, another CMRCI Corresponding Member. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Steel-City-Division-of-the-SER-NMRA/100075561802024/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Steel-City-Division-of-the-SER-NMRA/100075561802024/
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QUESTIONS 
These questions were allegedly posted on an Australian Tourism Website and the answers 
are the actual responses by the website officials, who obviously have a great sense of 
humour (not to mention a low tolerance threshold for stupid questions!)  
 
Q: Can you give me some information about hippo racing in Australia ? (USA) 
 
A: A-Fri-ca is the big triangle shaped continent south of Europe . 
Aus-tra-lia is that big island in the middle of the Pacific which does not 
... Oh forget it. Sure, the hippo racing is every Tuesday night in Kings Cross. Come naked. 
 
Q: Can you send me the Vienna Boys' Choir schedule? (USA) 
 
A: Aus-tri-a is that quaint little country bordering Ger-man-y, which is 
Oh forget it. Sure, the Vienna Boys Choir plays every Tuesday night in Kings Cross, straight 
after the hippo races. Come naked. 
 
Q: Are there supermarkets in Sydney and is milk available all year round? (Germany) 
 
A: No, we are a peaceful civilization of vegan hunter/gatherers.  Milk is illegal. 
 
Thanks to Railroad Track Jokes - https://upjoke.com/railroad-track-joke 
 

================================================================ 
 
CROWDED COMMUTER TRAIN 

 
We have all seen photos like this before, but this is a beaut! 
 
====================================================================== 
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NATIONAL N SCALE CONVENTION 

The committee running the 2024 convention is pleased to announce Wangaratta 
(Victoria) as the next location of the National N Scale Convention! 
 
We have secured the weekend of Friday, May 31 and June 1 & 2 (Sat/Sun), 2024 so please 
‘save the date’.  
 
Wangaratta is a railway town on the North East line serviced by Vline and NSW Transport 
(XPT). With a rich history involving the trains, we are pleased to have picked Wangaratta 
and the preforming arts centre to host the next convention.  Further details on the convention 
will be announced in due course plus recommendations on where to stay and early bird 
pricing. 
 
We have closed our feedback form and thanks to those who filled that out. This will be very 
handy moving forward with planning demonstrations and talks. 
 
We have added another sample clinic video ran by Chris Bolin so check that out if you didn’t 
attend last year.  
 
Till we email again,  
 
Go N Scale! 
 
===================================================================== 
 

A Paddington railwayman noticed a man looking worried at the top of the 
underground escalator. Twenty minutes later he was still there. “What’s the 
problem?” “The sign says, ‘Dogs must be carried’, and I can’t find one”. 
 
====================================================================== 

WORKING WITH VULNERABLE PEOPLE CARD  
Thanks to those who have already responded, but if there is anyone else out there that has a 
WWVP card, please let the Secretary know – with card number and expiry date, please. 
 
====================================================================== 

 

THE GOLD COAST MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC 
(GCMRCI)  
Kendor Street, Arundel Queensland 
 
 
The GCMRCI is located just south of Brisbane in a light 
industry area.  The large clubroom is located on the top story of 
an industrial building.  The clubroom is populated with a huge 
HO scale layout, An ONO3 mountain style model, an historic 
Triang model layout, an English style N scale, a shunting layout 
plus O and G scale as well. 
 
GCMRC operates slightly differently to CMRCI – maybe we 
can learn something from them. 
 
The clubroom is open on Wednesday afternoon, mainly for 

https://mgcp02.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=64b07820a5a8293594b5bb8d&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nscaleconvention.au%2Fvideos%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D64b06bf3e648b84f5f2a360d%26ss_email_id%3D64b07820a5a8293594b5bb8d%26ss_campaign_name%3DNational%2BN%2BScale%2BConvention%2B-%2BVenue%2BAnnounced%2521%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-07-13T22%253A18%253A39Z&w=63563c9e40f74716bd53197a&c=b_64b06bf3e648b84f5f2a360d&l=en-US&s=q_Ubxc2y9crxswvgfPzJu60E0eU%3D
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work on the layouts and on Saturday from early to 3.00pm officially, although I was informed 
that some members often stay much later than that. 
 
Demographics of the club are similar to ours, but they have more younger members and do 
focus on recruiting them.  The club has four categories on members – Juniors (under 18 
years of age), Adult members, Family membership and Distance members (those who live 
too far away to attend regularly).  The club has about 80 members, most of whom attend 
meetings, but not all at the same time. 
 
The clubroom includes a toilet, workshop, kitchenette, library and coffee area as well as the 
layouts. 
 

 
 
 
 
ABOVE and LEFT 
– a couple of views 
from different 
parts of the room 
with members 
working on 
layouts.  Note the 
dimensions of the 
clubroom. 
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Following are a few photos of the main HO scale layout which is under constant review, 
renewal, renovation and development. 
 

 
This photo was taken along the peninsula divider.  Note the long sidings and spurs 
necessary for operations. 
 
 

 
A view of the other main peninsula. 
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A view of the adjoining aisle.  The track plan is complex but has long runs and 
shunting/industrial areas allowing for plenty of action. 
 
The joining fee for GCMRC is $50 and membership is $165 per year.  Families - $220 and 
distance members $66.00.  The fees are a reflection of the high cost of electricity, insurance 
and a $1,000 annual donation to a charity.  Membership fees cover the main outlays.  
 
GCMRCI does not regularly exhibit at other exhibitions, etc.  They recently changed that by 
exhibiting a small layout at the nearby 93rd Mudgeeraba Agricultural Show for the two days 
of the show.  Apart from promoting the hobby they also distributed 700 flyers advertising 
their forthcoming Open Day. 
 
The club has three Open Days at their clubroom for the public per year; entry is $10.00 per 
adult.  Children under 12 are free of charge.  Members have the opportunity to sell unwanted 
model railway equipment, locomotives and rolling stock at the Open Day – 10% of sales go 
to the club. The Open Days are usually well patronised. 
 
Open Days have the advantage of limited financial outlay, no transport requirements, etc.  
They do require the publicity mentioned above, plus a good clean up of the premises! 
 
The club promotes its activities through its website, a Facebook page and through a “local 
activities” page on the Gold Coast Council website. 
 
The following photos are random shots of various GCMCRI layouts or part thereof: 

 
 
 
 
Some GCMRCI members use mobile 
phones to control their locomotives. 
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A section of the mountain layout.  
This is an OnO3 layout known as 
Gosham. 
 
 
 
 
Nice long runs for big and short 
consists on the large HO layout. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yep, Dr Who made it to 
Queensland 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Queenslanders like their 
looong trains. A grain 
train snaking its way 
around the HO scale 
layout. 
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A high trestle 
bridge on 
Gosham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Still under construction – a fiddle yard for the main HO layout.  The tracks with the 
grey ground cover are DCC tracks, and the light brown tracks are DC.  There is no 
arrangement to changeover power sources on either set of tracks; ie they are discrete 
circuits. The track on the shelf will eventually connect with tracks at the rear of the 
layout. 
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Jim Smith, former CMRCI Committee Member and now Corresponding Member,  
showing the “Topside Creeper” that GCMRCI members use to access scenery and 
track close to the backboard. 
 

 
Jim in the library – temporarily being used as a space to build/renovate a small HO 
scale layout.  GCMRCI exhibited this layout (in a more complete form) at the 93rd 
Mudgeeraba Agricultural Show recently – the first time the club has exhibited for 
some time. 
 
Jim is now a Committee Member of GCMRCI and sends his regards to CMRCI members 
who know him.  The Gold Coast Model Railway Club Inc is a strong and thriving club – long 
may it continue in these troubled times. 
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FERRIS O GAUGE MODEL TRAIN SET 
Description (photographs can be sent by email) 
 

• One F50 Power Car. Cosmetically in good condition, with some minor scratches on 
roof. Original box in poor condition. Rubber insets on the driving wheels have 
perished and have been removed. The lights in the Power Car work but attempts to 
get the motor and driving wheels to turn have not been successful. 

 

• One F48 Trailer Car with lights. Cosmetically in very good condition. Original box in 
fair condition. Light globes missing. A light globe taken from the Power Car and fixed 
in the Trailer Car lit up, so that circuitry seems to be OK.  

 

• Transformer with some fuse wire. 
 

• Six straight O gauge line sections. 
 

• One electrical connector clamp, one loose wire requires resoldering. 
 

• Twelve curved O gauge line sections 
.  

• One points set. 
 
The set was purchased new about 1951 and was used frequently for about 5 years but it has 
not been used for many decades during which time it has been stored indoors in a suitcase. 
The set was functional fully when it was put into storage.  
 
Contact : Mr. Barrie Thistlethwayte. thistleb@netspace.net.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                                                                                        

mailto:thistleb@netspace.net.au
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary: Peter Amey  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, 

Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 

Drury, John Webster

at the CMRCI Clubroom, University of Canberra High School 

Kaleen unless otherwise stated.

 

 

AUGUST  2023 

1 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 Aug (Weds) Club Meeting – Building a FRED by Ward Gainey 

8 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

12 Aug (Sat) Juniors running session 

15 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

16 Aug (Weds) Annual General Meeting 

22 Aug (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

29 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

31 Aug (Thurs) Charlestown at Bunnings Tuggeranong 

 

    SEPTEMBER 2023 

5 Sep (Tues)    Continuing work on club layouts. 

6 Sep (Weds) Club meeting – topic TBA 

9 Sep (Sat) Juniors running session 
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12 Sep (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

19 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Sep (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on club layouts 

26 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

 

 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:cmrcisecpra@gmail.com

