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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

June 2023 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be on Wednesday 7th June at 7.00pm at the Kaleen 
clubroom.  
 
Details of the topic to be advised. 
 
 
====================================================================== 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
On Wednesday 16 August, CMRCI will hold what is probably the most important meeting of 
the year.  The Annual General Meeting is when the annual accounts are presented, the 
Management Committee is elected, any changes to the Constitution are considered and fees 
set for the next year.  For those reasons, it is important that all financial members participate 
in the meeting to make sure that your views are heard and to make your vote count. 
 
There will be vacancies on the Committee.  If you have views on how the club is run and the 
direction it is going, get yourself on the Committee and directly influence these matters. 
 
If you can’t make it to the AGM, you can register a proxy vote with the Secretary.  Details of 
this procedure and the requisite form will be forwarded with the meeting notices 28 days 
before the meeting. 
 
Your vote counts – Wednesday 16th August at 7:45pm. 
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LATEST 3D PRINTING EFFORTS BY MichaelH 
 
Hi All, 
There has been a lot of interest in what I've 
been printing on the club 3D printer lately, 
so I thought I'd let you all in on what I'm up 
to.  
 
First, however, a little background. 
I never met my paternal grandfather. He 
died well before I was born. However, one 
of the memories my father has talked about 
is how he watched the trains in New 
Zealand and how my grandfather was a 
conductor (guard) on the New Zealand 
Railways (NZR). Based on this I decided to 
build a diorama for my Dad as a tribute to 
my grandfather.  
 
It's currently a surprise. We'll see if it stays that way ;) 
 
Dad grew up in a town called Greymouth, established in 1863, a small town on the western 
coast of the South Island. It was originally a government depot but grew due to gold deposits 
in the area. When the gold ran out it turned to coal and timber, which are both ongoing 
industries today. Among other industries, Greymouth also housed a railway yard and 
workshops. The station has recently been listed as a heritage site and renovated 
accordingly.  
 
Given I can't find original plans, I've decided 
to use build the current structure but meld in 
some pieces of the past. 
 
Here is the photo of the main building. This is 
the roadside and won't be seen much but I'm 
still modeling the building reasonably 
accurately as the diorama could be viewed 
from all sides. It does allow me to gauge a 
rough colour scheme. Using Google maps, I 
was able to get reasonably accurate 
dimensions. This will be one of the 2 main 
features of the diorama. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, 
 the second feature, one Dad mentioned 
specifically, is one that is alluded to but 
not often photographed itself. There was 
a foot bridge that crossed the lines at one 
end of the station, as shown in the picture 
to the left. Dad mentions this as a 
favourite place he watched trains and so 
this will be the very end of the diorama. 
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Armed with photos, dimensions and a small amount of knowledge, I started trying to put 
together a plan. Given my go to framing material is balsa wood and that my ability to get it 
square is fairly poor I decided to try building 3D frames and trusses to make things build 
"faster" and hopefully more accurately. It also allowed me to move things around as I 
guesstimated the position of doors and windows and alike. 
 
Here is what I came up 
with: 
As you can see, I've got 
the basic frame. I've 
placed the windows and 
doors approximately and 
will print each piece flat.  
Given that the building will 
be 550mm long and our 
printer will only do about 
240mm, I broke the long 
walls up into 3 sections.  
 
The 2 internal cross walls are placed at the join of the long walls. My plan is to clad the walls 
in scored cardstock, so strength isn’t going to be a problem. 
 
You'll note the single window in the bottom right-hand corner. This is the same size as 15 of 
the windows. I don't see the point of replicating it in the model as to me that's just a waste of 
time. The other item to note is the 2 triangular 
sections, also in the bottom right. These are 
connected and this is an experiment in making 
a squaring piece for the corners. I printed four 
of these, one for each internal wall connection. 
 
Then, as most of you have seen, I printed 
them. 
 
Since then, I have clad the walls in cardstock, 
as seen in the photo on the right. I used scraps 
from a piece of A3 cardstock, so I was able to 
do the long walls in one section giving them the 
extra strength I desired. The card stock was 
scored before attaching so I could do the 
scoring on a solid surface. 
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The picture below shows the current state of my building. Again, all the walls are clad and I 
have attached the 15 windows I mentioned before. The window trim sides and top are made 
from the same cardstock as the walls. The bottom piece sticks out a little further and is made 
from balsa wood. 

 
 
 
 
The picture to the right shows 
a corner bracing piece, an 
internal wall and some of the 
roof trusses. If you're 
wondering about the lopsided 
nature of the roof trusses, you 
can see the reasoning in the 
top piece in that photo, where 
the roofline is higher on one 
side than the other and these 
will sit above the station 
proper. The lower section may 
end up getting more of a 
feature depending on how I 
choose to compress the 
awning between the station 
and foot bridge. 
So, there you have it. The 
background and the story so 
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far.   Where to from here? Print more windows and doors. Once placed, stand the walls and 
then get the roof on.  
 
Then I move to the rest of the diorama. 
 

 
A Longer-term project 
with much higher 
complexity will be a 
railcar to sit beside the 
station. It won't be 
exactly the same as 
the models in this 
photo, but you get the 
idea. Below is how far 
I've gotten so far. I 
haven't decided if I'll 
also try and do a steam 
loco similar to the one 
in the third photo.  
 
But that's a project 
further down the track.  
 

 

Thanks for reading. 
Michael Hawkes 
 
====================================================================== 

 
 
FOAM CUTTING TIP 
It is easy to cut perfect circles from Foam Sheets with the Hot Wire Foam Cutter. 
  
Use a Foam Nail to pin a piece of foam to your worktable. The Foam Nail should be the 
same distance from the edge of the table as the radius of your circle. Hold your Hot Wire 
Foam Cutter against the edge of the table and rotate the piece of foam around the Foam 
Nail.  
 
As the foam rotates, the Hot Wire Foam Cutter will cut a perfect circle.  
 
====================================================================== 

 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Ftrj9_HquQGDP6wV24ZR90YhpSf9AXQmY-v5wU0WH-LBZvSJBhcXVGwKx34Wx3wZ6LX4daOefu68YwjcqUrQ7ZLFBiTNMtla3Z_gtjVpHLP3VyrHT8lHWTgP-WP1LOVQCeP_RtDTlxfZYtdYOP14Yhmk_jTs_KR8lw_TxrfIrvnQL86wkt_WBIo1r_3nLJ0d1n_oiJHOtA=&c=xBGK6u9-QBEIOVRzwTZw1vjRfcQm8JXBXi5T9tVnflIVoEMZp-HyRA==&ch=16fzoMYyCVVSRaMsmTZOK4tuEwcAmLVGmNqypL2WNZp2m8ul54nEPw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Ftrj9_HquQGDP6wV24ZR90YhpSf9AXQmY-v5wU0WH-LBZvSJBhcXcUlU5hMnyenWWxMPLTpVdYei7VJfgi-oMmAdRxLEYriL2slG4zj4eqwUCa27DmjrpMalbaebt8BAZFg2C1oWQDiF_yTitCNNX2mCR-xchapiVqae_OVbZKyVcdSSMvFkS_U0CLCi_CXpFvXELz8Ix4=&c=xBGK6u9-QBEIOVRzwTZw1vjRfcQm8JXBXi5T9tVnflIVoEMZp-HyRA==&ch=16fzoMYyCVVSRaMsmTZOK4tuEwcAmLVGmNqypL2WNZp2m8ul54nEPw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Ftrj9_HquQGDP6wV24ZR90YhpSf9AXQmY-v5wU0WH-LBZvSJBhcXcUlU5hMnyenGf_Oe0EaTA9HwoLxmFTAl-FBiSAhg7p0PygXuql3AIm4G0sfAo5Ozq8i5idQ3pqYl3VplhxQxjoN2u8F3_OZB9XNFL447F8x73BC9LR4L_vZTSOayamrDM9SOXepkl9BRFQABookyGs=&c=xBGK6u9-QBEIOVRzwTZw1vjRfcQm8JXBXi5T9tVnflIVoEMZp-HyRA==&ch=16fzoMYyCVVSRaMsmTZOK4tuEwcAmLVGmNqypL2WNZp2m8ul54nEPw==
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MINATUR WUNDERLAND PART 4 - by Noel L 
A continuation of Noel’s visit to one of the biggest layouts in the world, located in Hamburg 

Germany. 

United States 
Depicted is the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, Mt Rushmore, a Christmas village (Germany is 
spilling over into the USA). Miami, the Keys and Cape Canaveral, Yosemite, and area 51. 
The make up is 30,000 figures, 450 buildings, 10,000 trees, 800 cars, 140 trains and about 
70,000 LEDs. 
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Scandinavia 
After four hours of looking and nearly 10 pm closing this area was a bit rushed.  Nearly a 
million man hours were spent building the models. There are nearly 8,000 gallons of actual 
water used, also 40,000 figures, 30,000 trees, 500 buildings, 600 cars, 150 trains and about 
50,000 LEDs. 
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Cargo vessels operating on real, wet water. 
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Cargo vessels operating on real, wet water. 
 

 
A block of Arduinos which will control a fully automated new system under test 
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Components being tested.  These have been assessed for a number of months. 
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Scenery is constructed on a modular platform. 
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Minatur Wunderland is far from finished.  After talking with some of the staff they think it will 
take at least another 10 years to complete the current objectives.  Then they will start again 
updating and changing things. 
 
 
Well folks I hope you enjoyed a small sample of Minatur Wunderland Hamburg. When I’m 
home long enough I will endeavor to put together a visual presentation of the photos and 
videos I have taken. 
 
===================================================================== 
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2023 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 
As you may know, Will James of Australian Model Railway News (Youtube) attended our 
Expo and has produced a video on the exhibition which has been released on Youtube.  If 
you have not already seen it, have a look at: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7QN9syC 
 
====================================================================== 
 

Q. What do you call a decoder-equipped locomotive that no longer runs? 

A: DCCeased! 

====================================================================== 

 

AROUND THE CLUBROOM 

 
GeorgeW with his trusty ute, shortly before setting out on his annual migration.  He’ll 
be halfway to Darwin by now – or testing the local XXXX. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7QN9syC
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I said SMILE, Ron! 

 

 
John M being presented with his membership certificate. 
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I don’t know what the joke was, but judging by Volker’s reaction, it must have 
been pretty corny! 
 
 
HISTORY CORNER  
The first major crossing of the Clarence River in New South Wales was an engineering 
marvel of its time. 
 
Connecting the north and south sides of the Clarence River, the Grafton Bridge became a 
major part of Grafton's infrastructure, changing the way people travel over the Clarence. It 
was built from 1927 – 32.  It is a bascule truss bridge to allow river traffic to pass and 
operated as such until 1969. 
 
But before it was built, the SS Induna and the Swallow carried railway carriages across the 
river on the North Coast Line. 
 
You can still see a glimpse of the Induna, rusting on the riverbank in South Grafton where 
she was berthed after the opening of the Grafton Bridge.  
 
In 1925, the ship arrived in Grafton and then commenced taking train carriages across the 
river. 
 
While the railway line north of Grafton had been in place for a long time, two train ferries 
were require to transport the railway stock across the formidable barrier of the Clarence 
River.  Another larger ferry, the Swallow, was also secured to transport carriages across the 
river. There was no other railway crossing like it in Australia. 
 
The service ran from 1922 to the late 1950’s. 
 
In case you have been over the Clarence recently and wondered why the bridge looks so 
new, a parallel New Grafton Bridge, located 70 metres (230 ft) east of the original bridge and 
initially consisting of two lanes, opened to traffic on 12 December 2019.  
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The SS Induna train ferry used to cross the Clarence River at Grafton.  Picture: 
Clarence River Historical Society 
 

 
The Swallow crossing the Clarence River in 1929 with the only train ferry in 
Australia. 
 
Thanks to the Clarence River Historical Society, Wikipedia Frozen in Time Gallery and NSW 
Department of Transport. 
====================================================================== 
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A REMINDER 
 
Members are reminded that the school grounds and buildings will be closed from 30 June to 
16 July and that there will be no access to the clubroom. The reason is asbestos removal 
work on the right-hand side of the school. 
 
Your management Committee is working on an alternative program.  Details to follow. 
 

====================================================================== 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary: Peter Amey  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, 

Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 

Drury, John Webster

JUNE 2023 

6 June (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 June (Weds) Club Meeting – Topic TBA 

10 June (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

13 June (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 June (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 
21 June (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on club layouts 

27 June (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

 

     JULY 2023 
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30 June to 16 July School lockdown – no meetings or access to the 
clubroom. 

20 July (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

21 July (Weds) Club Meeting – Topic TBA 

27 July Continuing work on club layouts 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 
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