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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

July 2023 

NEXT MEETING – THERE AIN’T ONE………… 
 
Well, not until the 18 July anyway.  Contractors will be removing the asbestos contamination 
on the West or Right-hand side of the school building.  While this work is going on, the 
school and grounds will be closed to all, including visitors, from 30th June until 16th July 
inclusive.  The work will take place from Monday 3rd July to 16th July Inclusive. 
 
As a result, Ward Gainey’s practical session on how to build a flashing rear end device 
(“FRED”) for HO scale model trains has been postponed until Wednesday evening 2 August 
2023. 
 
The components will still be supplied by CMRCI. 
 
If you have not already made known your interest in attending this session, please notify 
Ron (ron@anime.com.au) to ensure that the right number of components are available. 
 
 

 

Be advised that there will no August newsletterdue to the absence in July of 
the Senior Editor, editor, chief writer, photographer, researcher, coffee maker, 
dogsbody and gopher……….unless someone else wants to have a go????? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   
If it is not already in your calendar, please put it there. 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 7:45pm on Wednesday 16th August 2023 at the 
Kaleen Clubroom.  Financial members will have a vote – make sure you have paid your subs 
before the event. 
 
Quite apart from the fact that we need a forum, it is your opportunity to get involved in the 
management and therefore the aims and direction of the club.  Seats on the Management 
Committee will be available, but be advised that they will be contested – nominations have 
already been received.     
 
See you there. 
 
The formal notice of the AGM, including nomination forms, will be sent to members at least 
28 days before the date of the meeting in accordance with requirements of the CMRCI 
Constitution.         
 
====================================================================== 
 

HOW MANY MODEL RAILROADERS DOES IT TAKE TO CHANGE A LIGHT 
BULB?? 

One.  Model Railroaders are not very funny. 

OR 

The actual answer is 100. 

1 who actually changes the lightbulb. 

90 who complain about the price of lightbulbs, how lightbulb manufacturers are gouging 
everybody and how they're not going to play the lightbulb manufacturers' game anymore. 

5 who claim that you can make lightbulbs from common household materials cheaply. 

3 who go off on a tangent and rail against MTH lightbulbs because they're not all that 
compatible with everybody else's lightbulb. 

And finally, 1 who claims he knows everything there is to know about lightbulbs, their history, 
their eventual demise and who insists the golden age of lightbulbs ended with the second 
Eisenhower administration. 

====================================================================== 

TRIP TO THE ZIG-ZAG RAILWAY AND BATHURST RAILWAY MUSEUM 
CMRCI is planning a trip to the Zig Zag Railway.  Noel L is organising the trip – His latest message reads as 
follows: 
 
The visit to the Zig Zag is set for 21 - 22 October.  We will using private cars to keep travel costs down. 
 
The itinerary is to leave Canberra at 08.00 am on Saturday 21st October, arriving at Bathurst Railway 
Museum at about 11.00 – 12.00 am.  We will then tour the museum until about 3.00pm and then drive to 
Lithgow for the night’s accommodation. 
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For further information on The Bathurst Railway Museum see the articles in The Bulletin of October 22 and 
November 22.  
 
The next day (Sunday 22 October) depart Lithgow at 09.30 for the Zig Zag Railway.  After the visit, own 
arrangements for further travel or return home.   
 
Further details will follow. 
 
If you are interested, talk to Noel at the Club or email (nlee704@gmail.com). 

 
======================================================================== 
 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU MIGHT FIND!  Photos by T.Lynch. 
 

 
 
On a recent visit to the Rutherglen district in Northern Victoria, we stopped briefly at the 
Chiltern Railway Precinct.  The station building was opened in 1873 and retains most of its 
original features.  The station is located on the main North - South line.   
 

 
Arrival of the Midday Train, Circa 1880. 

mailto:nlee704@gmail.com
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The present day station and Goods Shed 
 
It also has a goods shed of the same vintage, however the tracks to the shed were removed 
in 1978.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Goods shed in its current form – note the remnants of the 5’ 3” tracks leading into 
the main door. 
 
Just as we arrived at the station, a north-bound long container train headed by three 
National Pacific NR locomotives thundered through.  Passenger services to Melbourne and 
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Albury in the other direction are still a regular feature of this line with 3 services daily in both 
directions.   
 

 
Thrice daily passenger services to Melbourne and Wodonga – the train from 
Melbourne arriving at Chiltern. 
 
We had a good look at the Goods shed and realised that it is far from derelict and is in use. It 
was late afternoon when we arrived, and the shed was closed for the day.  On peering 
through the windows, I noted that there seemed to be some model railway layouts in the 
building as well as a large array of handicrafts, quilts, porcelain dolls and art works.  
 
From 1978 the shed remained unused for many years until the introduction of the Victorian 
Government’s  ”Community Use of Vacant Rail Buildings” program.  After representations by 
the Chiltern Railroaders and Modellers Group to the local Council, the goods shed was 
selected for renovation and use as a community centre.   
 
We returned the next morning to investigate further and found the shed open and alive with 
exhibits and visitors.  It turns out that part of the building is occupied by the Chiltern 
Railroaders and Modellers Inc. and they have the responsibility of the management of the 
building.   
 
The club seems to be a very busy one with three HO scale operating layouts on display, one 
N scale, a number of dioramas and two layouts under construction.  
 
One of the latter is a representation of the line from Wodonga to Wangaratta, including the 
interim stations. 
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This layout covers 
about half of the length 
of the shed with a 
turntable at the 
Wodonga end.  It will 
be a good operating 
layout when finished.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The other donated layout was received in a poor state of repair and has been demolished.  
Work has only just commenced on the restoration.  
 
They are expecting donations of another two working layouts in the immediate future, which 
could be a problem in terms of available space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A long view of the operating layouts – 
Chiltern closest to the camera, then St 
Regis and Wonthaggi, with a donated 
layout being re-built beyond that.  The 
Wodonga – Wangaratta line is visible on 
the left. 
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Chiltern – The present day main North South line bifurcates before reaching the station.  
The North line (to Wodonga) passes on the goods shed side of the station.  There is now 
only one track on that side.   The South line (to Melbourne) now passes on the other side 
and is serviced by a new platform not shown on the model. 
 

 
Wonthaggi 
based on 
the 
Wonthaggi 
coal mine,  
an HO 
scale 
layout. 
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St Regis, Montana - an N scale layout based on St Regis, a regional transportation and 
lumber hub. 
 
Dioramas – there are several dioramas on display: 
 

 
Koetong Trestle 
Bridge on the 
Wodonga – 
Cudgewa line.  This 
and other bridges 
were constructed by 
a member with only 
partial sight – a 
remarkable 
achievement. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Dioramas of a church and a fuel 
depot 
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Chiltern is a pleasant town with a population of 1600 people. The Chiltern Railroaders club 
has 19 members. Their President, Mr Keith Grigsby says that they are all novices, but a look 
at their layouts and dioramas would suggest otherwise.  They are using 3D printing for 
components and parts.  The buildings and structures on the layouts are mostly scratchbuilt.  
Layouts are DC and DCC, with at least one combined DC/DCC combined system. 
 
The Goods shed is open for visitors on Saturday and Sunday from 10.00 am to 3.00pm.  
Well worth a look. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

AUSTRALIAN WAGON CODE IDENTIFICATION  
From Railpage –  See  www.railpage.com.au/help/wagon_classification 
The current Code of Practice defines the system of freight vehicle classification. The vehicle 
classification should consist of a four (4) character group indicating the owning system, the 
type of vehicle and operating characteristics. 
 
First letter 
The first character indicates the vehicle owner, or the operator with whom the vehicle is 
registered for maintenance purposes. (Some owners/operators no longer exist or have been 
taken over by others, and some codes are no longer used.) 
A = Australian National Railways, Australia Southern Railroad (ASR), Australian Rail Track 
Corporation 
B = BHP Billiton 
C = Chicago Freight Car Leasing Australia 
E = Austrac 
F = FreightLink 
G = Great Northern Rail Services 
J = John Holland Group 
L = Lachlan Valley Rail Freight 
M = Manildra Group 
N = State Rail Authority of New South Wales (SRA), FreightRail, FreightCorp, Rail Access 
Corporation, Rail Services Australia, Rail Infrastructure Corporation,  Pacific National, 
Railcorp 
P = Private or Third Party Operators 
Q = Queensland Railways (QR), Interail, QR National 
R = National Rail Corporation, Pacific National 
S = Silverton Rail 
T = TNT, Toll Transport 
V = Victorian Railways, V/Line, Freight Victoria, Freight Australia, Pacific National 
W = Westrail, Australia Western Railroad 
X = Australian Transportation Network, ATN Access, GrainCorp 
Z - El Zorro. 
Private owners or third party operators, other than those operators listed above, may apply 
to the Australasian Railway Association (ARA) Inc. for the allocation of special classification 
letters and number ranges reserved for their exclusive use. The letter P may be allocated to 
operators/owners with less than 100 vehicles. ARA will determine and allocate the class 
letters and numbers and maintain a central register of this data. 

Second letter 
The second character indicates the general category to which the vehicle belongs in 
accordance with the following: 
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B = Box car with solid walls 
C = Coiled steel strip 
D = Not a standard code. Used in NSW for Departmental (non-revenue) maintenance 
wagons and by FreightLink for crew cars. 
E = Container car with electric wiring 
F = Non-container flat car 
G = Hopper car for grain (if desired) 
H = Hopper car with bottom (gravity) discharge 
K = Bulk steel products (slab, sections, plate, etc) 
L = Louvre car 
P = Hopper car with pneumatic pressure discharge 
O = open wagon with or without side doors 
M = Motor car carrier 
Q = Container flat car including container wells 
R = Refrigerated car, Container flat car (specially equipped) including container wells 
S = Livestock cars 
T = Tank cars 
V = Brake vans 
W = Well cars other than those specially equipped for container transport 
Z = Miscellaneous service or special purpose vehicles not adequately covered by any of the 
above descriptions 

Third letter 
The third character is allocated at the discretion of the owner or operator, and may be used 
to denote special operating characteristics, variations in construction within a class, specific 
products etc. 

Fourth letter 
The fourth character of the alpha group indicates the authorised maximum track speed of the 
particular vehicle and bogie combination as follows: 

A = vehicles not permitted to work at normal 'express freight' speeds; restricted to 70 km/h or 
less. (The original meaning of this code was for bogies with plain bearings.) 
F = vehicles permitted to work at normal 'express freight' speeds, but which are not for bogie 
exchange; maximum speed 80 km/h. 
H = High axle load vehicles restricted to specific applications and routes - generally speed 
limited. 
L = vehicles suitable for limited bogie exchange operations, generally intrastate, but not 
complying fully with all requirements for general exchange/interstate working; maximum 
speed 80 km/h. 
P = vehicles suitable for running at passenger train speeds and attaching to passenger 
trains. (No longer used - replaced by Y and Z.) 
W = vehicles fitted with low profile bogies with roller bearings, suitable for unrestricted bogie 
exchange. (This code is was included from 1978 but is now rarely used.) 
X = vehicles fitted with standard three-piece exchange bogies with roller bearings, suitable 
for unrestricted bogie exchange operations; maximum speed 80 km/h. 
Y = vehicle and bogie combinations which are suitable for normal mainline speeds up to 115 
km/h. 
Z = vehicle and bogie combinations which are suitable for normal mainline speeds up to 130 
km/h. 
S = vehicle and bogie combinations which are suitable for normal mainline speeds up to 145 
km/h. 
T = vehicle and bogie combinations which are suitable for normal mainline speeds up to 160 
km/h. 
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From the Woodland Scenics latest post to modellers, May 2023 

 

 

=============================================================== 

GOT A GOOD YARN? 

Stories, jokes, articles and other information to members, including ads, are always 

welcome. Send your material to the Secretary – cmrcisecpra@gmail.com 

mailto:cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM 

 
PeterM’s presentation on Garratt locomotives was well received. 

 

 
Bob presenting Don with his membership certificate – welcome aboard, Don. 

================================================================ 

MALKARA CANCELLED! 
ACTMRS have advised that the 2023 Malkara Model Railway and Hobby Exhibition has been cancelled.  
The circumstances are beyond the control of ACTMRS.  The reason for the cancellation apparently pertains 
to the school rather than ACTMRS.  The future of the Malkara exhibition is uncertain. 
 
Thanks for the heads up, JohnF. 
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HISTORY CORNER 
Joseph Benedict Chifley (Ben) was born on 22nd September 1885 and grew up in Bathurst.  
Ben commenced 6 months’ probation at the NSW Railways in September 1908 when he 
was almost 18 years old and was paid 2 shillings and sixpence per day. 
 
 

 
Ben Chifley’s Employment History Card. 
 
He spent his entire railways career at Bathurst in the Locomotive Branch where he started 
as a shop boy and moved through the ranks to Cleaner, Oiler, Fireman and ultimately 
Locomotive Driver from 1903 to 1912. According to his biography, he was the youngest first-
class locomotive driver in the NSW Railways.  
 
Comments on his employment history card in the “Remarks” column include approval for him 
to take leave without pay to contest the federal election in 1925 and again in 1928.     
 
He was appointed a Life Member of the Railway and Tramway Institute in March 1929. 
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Ben Chifley’s Employment Card showing that he resigned in 1928 to take up a career 
in politics. 
 

 
Chifley’s record of engine failures and casualties. The “Orange” referred to is the 
locomotive depot at Orange NSW.   
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It looks like 1926 was a bad year for Driver Chifley, however on only one occasion he was 
admonished for a problem with the blower not working which caused a 20 minute delay in 
the schedule. 
 
He became involved with the union movement and was an active member of the Australian 
Railways Union (ARU). Chifley's dedication and leadership abilities propelled him to various 
positions within the union, and he eventually became the general secretary of the ARU in 
1928. 
 
Chifley was one of the prominent leaders of the 1917 railway strike and played an active role 
in organizing and advocating for the rights of railway workers. The 1917 railway strike, also 
known as the Great Strike of 1917, was a significant industrial action by railway workers in 
New South Wales. 
 
The strike had a significant impact on the railway services and caused disruptions. Chifley's 
involvement led to his dismissal by proclamation, along with all the other strikers. His role in 
the strike helped establish his reputation as a capable leader and advocate for workers' 
rights. Chifley's experience during the 1917 railway strike contributed to his subsequent rise 
within the Australian Railways Union and his political career in the Labour Party. 
 
Chifley played a significant role in supporting railway workers during the Great Depression.  
He successfully negotiated with the Government and railway management to protect 
workers' rights and maintain their employment. 
 
Following the untimely death of Prime Minister John Curtin in July 1945, Chifley succeeded 
him as the leader of the Australian Labour Party and as Prime Minister. His term as Prime 
Minister lasted from July 1945 until December 1949. While Chifley is renowned for his 
economic policies and social reforms, his railway career had a significant influence on his 
political perspective and policy priorities. 
 
His home in Bathurst has been preserved and is open to the public. 

 
 
 
The Right Honourable 
Joseph Benedict Chifley – 
16th Prime Minister of 
Australia 1945 – 49.  
Pictured outside the old 
Parliament House 
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ABR Model Works  
ABR model Works have written to advise us that they are now offering model railway kits in 
HO and accessories in N scale and HO.  See their website  www.abrmodelworks.com 
 

================================================================================== 

WWVP cards  
CMRCI is compiling a list of members who hold current Working With Vulnerable People 
cards.  If you do have such a card, please inform the Secretary, or in his absence, Chris Neil. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 
 

 

President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary: Peter Amey  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew 

Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom Drury, 

John Webster

http://www.abrmodelworks.com/
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     JULY 2023 

30 June to 16 July School lockdown – no meetings or access to the 
clubroom. 

20 July (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

21 July (Weds) Club Meeting – Running night 

27 July Continuing work on club layouts 

 

AUGUST 2023 

1 August (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 August (Weds) Club Meeting – Topic TBA 

8 August (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

12 August (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

15 August (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

16 August (Weds)  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

22 August (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 
29 August  (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.cmrci.info/
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