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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Newsletter 

February 2023 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7.00 pm on 
Wednesday 1st February 2023. 
 
The topic for the evening will be “Interesting Railway Facts” hosted by Chris Neil.  If 
anyone else has a few interesting, humorous or startling facts they would like to 
share you are welcome to do so. 
 
================================================================ 
 
OPENING HOURS 
Be advised that the opening hours for the CMRCI have expanded slightly.  The new 
opening/closing times are: 
 
Weekly Tuesday morning meetings:   09.00 to 12.00 
First and third Wednesday evening meetings: 19.00 to 21.00 
Second Saturday of the month meeting:  09.00 to 12.00 
 
These timings are effective immediately. 
 
====================================================================== 
THE 2023 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 
The Expo this year will be on Saturday and Sunday 25 and 26 March 2023, with set up on 
Friday 24th March. 
 
So far 17 traders and 20 layouts (not including CMRCI layouts) have applied for space.  A  
number of layouts will be appearing at our Expo for the first time.  
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As you are aware, the Expo is our largest source of revenue and we depend upon it to 
provide for funds for maintenance and construction of layouts, rent, insurance, licenses, 
equipment and even the tea, coffee, and biscuits.   
 
So it is important that all members contribute as much as possible to the Expo – unless it is 
a financial success, our activities will be curtailed. 
 
Part of the effort is a promotional program during February and March to bring the Expo to 
the public’s attention.  We do this by taking the Charlestown layout to venues such as Hall 
Markets and Bunnings to provide a focus for distribution of our leaflets.  There is as much 
advertising as we can afford, as well as a social media campaign.  Posters are available for 
members to place appropriately and the road signs which are on roadside display in the 
week before Expo. 
 
A form has been circulated for you to indicate what time you can make available at the Expo.  
A copy is attached for your use if you have not yet completed it.  Please email Chris at 
candj.neil@bigpond.com  There are all sorts of things you can do to spread the load from 

running the CMRCI layouts, to putting out road signs, helping in the kitchen, manning the 
entry point, etc. 
 
See you there. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

ATTENTION – TAG AND TEST COURSE. 
As previously advised, CMRCI needs at least one, preferably two members who are 
qualified to test and tag cables and the like. 

The organisation that does Test and Tag courses in Canberra Is Test Tag 
(https://www.testtagcourses.com.au).  They run a standard (one day on-site) course at the 
Ibis Styles in Narrabundah that costs $330 (incl GST) for the course. No equipment is 
included as part of that, but CMRCI already has the equipment. 
 
CMRCI will assist with a substantial subsidy for those who undertake the course. 
  
The next course is Tuesday 7 February and there are 3 places left at the time of writing.  The 
following course is 28 February. 
 
If you are interested speak to Chris Neil or Bob Morton as soon as possible 
 
====================================================================== 

HANDHELD OSCILLOSCOPE 
CMRCI has purchased a handheld oscilloscope.  The equipment is available for use or loan 
by members on the usual terms.  See Hardy. 

 
================================================================ 
 
CAT LOVERS AND MODEL RAILWAY ENTHUSIASTS AMONGST YOU MIGHT 
ENJOY THIS ARTICLE: 
https://coleandmarmalade.com/2022/03/09/these-cats-smash-model-trains-for-a-
living/ 
 

mailto:candj.neil@bigpond.com
https://www.testtagcourses.com.au/
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MINIATUR WUNDERLAND Hamburg – Story and photos by Noel L 
In July 2000 Frederik Braun was visiting the alpine city of Zurich, Switzerland. Strolling 
through the alleys of Zurich’s centre he came across a railway model shop. 
 
On the very same day Freddy called his twin brother Gerrit, taking him by surprise by saying 
“we are going to build the world’s largest model railway”. Gerrit, rather sceptic by nature 
thought Frederik had gone  mad and doubted the sincerity of his idea, but after receiving at 
least another six calls that day with Freddy enthusiastically proposing new ideas on the 
topic. Gerrit realized how serious his brother was about the idea. He started considering the 
project from an economical and technical point of view.  
 
He came to the conclusion, that the project would be a technological challenge, the 
economic aspect would be very risky, from an entrepreneurial point of view it would be plain 
crazy, but overall it should be possible.  At this time the two brothers and their business 
partner Stephen Hertz had been running a night club in Hamburg and wanted out of the 
nightlife for a while. 
 
Before they could move forward, they had to secure one thing. This venture should not 
destroy what they had built up over the years as owners of a night club and music label. 
 
The business plan. 

• Can we finance 

• Will there be enough visitors 

• Could the technical side of things be realized 

• Is there a place big enough in Hamburg. 
 

A survey of 3000 people was done with not good results, but the Boys decided to go 
anyway. 
 
A building had to be attractive to both tourists and locals alike. Be easily accessible at least 
2000 m2 would be needed on each floor, as well as a possibility to expand in the future and 
of course be suitable for a model railway.   
 
Of course, all this had to be at an affordable prices. 
 
It didn’t take long to realize a chunk of change was going to be needed to get started. A few 
calculations were made as to cost and number of visitors to make it self-sufficient. The plan 
was laid out on two sheets of paper and a figure of 2 million Deutsche Marks was then 
presented to the bank. It was about now the three thought with two bits of paper the bank 
would laugh at them, but no the loan was approved very quickly. Looking back the original 
estimate of 2 million was a miscalculation until today, the amount has grown to 14 million 
Euro. Fortunately, the number of visitors was also miscalculated over 1,400,664 people from 
all over the world have visited Miniatur Wunderland since then.    
            
 So December 2000 arrived and the trio started building a large train layout except Freddy 
didn’t want just a layout so a worldwide wunderland was born. By August 2001 they had 
completed the first three sections. Central Germany, Austria, and the imaginary German 
town of Knuffingen. These first three sections covered over 278,709 m2 and took 60,000-
man hours to complete. The following year Hamburg opened as the largest city in 
Wunderland comprising of 1000 buildings and 50,000 figures. 
 
To Date 2020 932,000 man hours have been spent constructing the 9 completed regions of 
Miniatur Wunderland. More than 300 people have been employed and $A54,216,228.16 has 
been spent ( to days rate) on its construction.  Within the 1486.4 sq m are 4340 buildings, 
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130,000 trees, 9,250 cars, 263,000 figures and 389,000 LEDS. The heart of the Miniatur 
Wunderland is the train system which totals 15,7 Kms of track, 1040 trains more than 10,000 
wagons and 1380 signals and 3454 switches. All controlled by 64 high tech computers. 
The 9 regions aren’t laid out as they were constructed so the first region as you enter is Italy. 
Italy is 1850 sq m containing 30,000 figures 10,000 trees, 450 buildings plus 22 churches, 
400 cars and nearly 50,000 microscopic LEDs, 2.4 kms of track, 110 trains with 800 wagons, 
110 signals, 404 switches and 180,000-man hours to construct. 
 
Five regions of Italy have been represented including Luiguria (Genoa) South Tyrol 
(Bolzano) Tuscany (Florence and Pisa) the Amalfi coast and of course Rome. The 
reconstruction of the colosseum and Palatine hill, Piazza Venezia, St Peters Basilica, Trevi 
fountain and the Termini Central train station are magnificent. 
 
The Amalfi Coast region includes the ancient ruins of Pompeii with Mt Vesuvius rising behind 
it. As night falls the lava flow glows red as it moves towards the village. Realistic and 
fascinating build. 
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Venice is a sub section of Italy and opened separately as the attention to detail didn’t make 
the opening date of the Italian region. Venice has 3,000 figures, 206 buildings, 26 bridges 
and 160 gondolas not to mention 4.8 km of wiring. The highlight has to be the recreation of 
Piazzi, San Marco including St Marks, Basilica, Doges Palace and the Bell Tower. The level 
of detail is totally amazing. The scale is 1:1300 which allows for shrinking down to 9.2 sq m. 
Venice is highly detailed.  All painting is in the Venetian style but what sets it apart like the 
real Venice is the lack of cars and trains. While the model train system is a key feature of 
Wunderland, gondolas replace them to ply the plastic waters of Venice. 
 

A view of Venice. 
 
To be continued next month. 
 
====================================================================== 

 

OPERATING DOCUMENTS 
Be advised that the primary documents for the club’s operations, such as the Constitution, 
Risk Management Plan, Committee meeting minutes etc. are now in place in folders on the 
coffee table for members to peruse at leisure. 
 
===================================================================== 
 

FOR SALE OR SWAP 
Bob Morton wrote to say that “I have a set of five Caves Express passenger cars, metal, 

handmade by Lloyd Sawyer, that are actually too heavy to be pulled by my C35 

Caves Express steam locomotive.   
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If anyone has a set of the new Casula Hobbies Caves Express passenger cars that 

they do not want or would be prepared to swap them for my handmade set, then 

please contact me on rbmorton@iinet.net.au  so that we can negotiate.”  

 =============================================================== 
 
FIVE “MUST HAVE” TRACKLAYING TOOLS 
The following article was extracted from The Model Railway Engineer website 
https://modelrailwayengineer.com/    The website is well worth a look.  Many thanks to the 
author for the article.   
 
The article presents several tools that you may not have considered when laying track.  
These are in addition to tools that the club and members use on a regular basis such as one 
metre straightedges, Xuron cutters, curve clamps, etc. 
 
“Here then are the 5 tools I’ve acquired over the years that will transform your track work 
from terror to triumph. 
 
Archimedes Drill 
Let’s start with the tool that got me thinking about this article:  
 
The Archimedes Drill. 

 
For reasons I won’t dwell on here, I recently needed to run some additional wire under a strip 
of track. In the past, this would likely have resulted in either damaging the track as I drilled 
the hole because the drill touched the rails, or I’d have pulled up the track and started again. 
Either way, it was going to be really frustrating. 
 
With my trusty Archimedes drill, however, I was able to make the perfect hole, with pinpoint 
accuracy, without risk. I found my original one of these at a boot fair long ago and haven’t 
looked back since. The small finger-operated shaft gives me the precise control to 
allow holes between sleepers and what would have otherwise been nerve-racking difficult 
job becomes a simple five-minute exercise. 
 
It can also accommodate incredibly thin drills and so can also be used to create holes in the 
sleepers themselves (even at N gauge) so inserting track pins isn’t such a risky job.  Terror 
to triumph! 
 
Digital Callipers 
To be honest I got these for model building construction but have found they’re incredibly 
useful for checking the distance between rails after heavy track work. 
 

mailto:rbmorton@iinet.net.au
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B007OX0K1A/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B007OX0K1A&linkCode=as2&tag=mre-web-pst-21%22
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B007OX0K1A/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B007OX0K1A&linkCode=as2&tag=mre-web-pst-21%22
https://amzn.to/3qxzTD1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B007OX0K1A/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B007OX0K1A&linkCode=as2&tag=mre-web-pst-21%22
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A few misplaced hammer blows while track pinning can easily knock rails out by a tiny but 
significant few milli-meters and set you up for derailed locos or wagons. With these digital 
callipers, I can quickly check the rails are still correctly spaced as I do the work. I also use 
them to check sleeper spacing at the ends of rails and on flexi-track when I’ve cut the ribbing 
or the length of piano wire between point motors and point tie-bars. 
 
And being adjustable they’re also useful for lots of other precise measurement in model 
making and around a model railway, checking the back-to-back gauge of rolling stock 
wheels, platform height and loading gauge to name just a few. 
 
What I like about the digital variant is that the display can be seen easily as they’re moved 
along the track. With the old school variety, which I have and use for some jobs you have to 
read off the rule so for track work, these win every time. 
 
This is my preferred choice. 

• Large and clear LCD readout 
• With thumb roller for easy operation 
• Very accurate (a problem with some of the cheaper alternatives). 

 
Dremel 3000 
I work with both fixed and flexi-track and in various gauges but irrespective of the track you 
work with there always comes a time when rails need cutting.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
And for this job, I always turn to my weapon 
of choice, the Dremel 3000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slip in a cutting disk, don the safety glasses and 
the rails are cut to size in seconds or fit a 
sanding drum disc and a few mm overshoot that 
would otherwise require relaying can be quickly 

shaved off. 
 
 (Ed – the problem with Dremel cutters is that it is not possible to get a straight up and down 
vertical cut, because the diameter of the body of the tool is greater than that of the cutting 
disk.  You will find that you are cutting on an angle.  If, however, you use a right-angle 
attachment or the Dremel flexible shaft it is easy to make a vertical cut.) 
 

https://amzn.to/3qxzTD1
https://amzn.to/3FKVpus
https://amzn.to/3FKVpus
https://amzn.to/3qxzTD1
https://amzn.to/3FKVpus
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I do have Xuron cutters and while they do have their uses, for me the Dremel wins for speed 
when only a tiny bit of rail needs removing or a section of track needs cutting out. 
 
And they’re a great general-purpose tool for general house hold DIY, with a million and one 
uses. 
 
Changeable Tip Soldering Iron 
A soldering iron is a must-have for all manner of model railway activities but for track work 
what’s needed are fine tips — the ‘bit’ is the bit that gets hot. 
 
The inherited standard soldering iron I started with didn’t have a narrow enough tip and after 
a lot of false starts and even ruined track, I settled on the Antex XS25 model. 
 
The 25W is more than enough for most jobs but what really makes it ideal and ideal for track 
work is the ability to change tips. 
 
Compared to the sledgehammer-sized tips of many standard soldering irons, the tips 
available, .5mm and up, are much easier to work with on even N gauge rails and help avoid 
melting nearby sleepers.  (As an extra tip, attach a Crocodile clip with a length of wire to the 
rails downstream of where you’re soldering but before sleepers, this will carry some of the 
excess heat way before it gets to the meltable plastic). 
 
(Ed note – not sure if this brand of soldering iron is available here, but the main point is well 
made.  The use of a smaller tip is the way to go.)  
 
Head Magnifier 
Many people use well known black plastic head magnifier seen in hobby stores but these 
were uncomfortable and gave me headaches, so I went in search of an alternative. 

 
 

I’ve left  this one to last as it’s not really a tool but 
since getting these my work around my track has become a LOT easier and less 
problematic. 
 
I used to work with track and from what I could see believed everything was fine. It was only 
later that it became apparent that all was not what it seemed. 
 
Did my eyes deceive me? - Well, yes. 
 
It’s only when looking through magnifying glasses that I realised how much I was missing. 
 
I could suddenly see gaps between rails at joints, bad wiring connections and even blobs of 
glue on rails that will play havoc with the rolling stock wheels. 
 

https://modelrailwayengineer.com/how-to-use-xuron-track-cutters/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B005ZEM7YI/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B005ZEM7YI&linkCode=as2&tag=mre-web-pst-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B005ZEM7YI/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B005ZEM7YI&linkCode=as2&tag=mre-web-pst-21
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Fancii-LED-Illuminated-Hands-Free-Head-Magnifier-Visor-1X-to-3-5X-Zoom-with-5/363037621040?epid=544098340&hash=item5486ba7b30:g:DwkAAOSwRvFe~fKM
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Fancii-LED-Illuminated-Hands-Free-Head-Magnifier-Visor-1X-to-3-5X-Zoom-with-5/363037621040?epid=544098340&hash=item5486ba7b30:g:DwkAAOSwRvFe~fKM
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But it’s taken me a while to find the magnifiers that work best. 
 
Initially, I used a jewellers loop and even a Sherlock Holmes style magnifying glass but these 
require one hand to hold them and when you’re trying to hold track and work on it at the 
same time this doesn’t work. 
 
I also tried Helping Hands style tools where a magnifying glass is mounted to a base, but 
these needed surface space on the layout on which to position and steady them. This just 
wasn’t practical for much of the layout. 
 
====================================================================== 

One morning in December.  Text and 

Photos by Ron G 
At the Clubroom on Tuesday 13th December 2022. 

Only one train was running when these photos were taken, but lots of coffee, biscuits and 
conversation were in evidence! 

However, on the new Clubroom layout, things were happening . . . . 

 
 
 

 
 
The Clubroom biscuits 
were in safe hands – or 
not? 
 
 
The planners were hard at 
work. 
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Mal was 
hard at 

work 

programming the 3D printer, making 
station signs. 
 
 
“Now where does this piece of track fit in 

the puzzle?” 

 

The test train has reached the aptly 

named Terry’s Leap section of the upper 

line. 
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And later on……………… 

 

 
Herb and his team working on the structure for the layout. 
 

 
Trackwork underway on Baldwin Park II 
 
====================================================================== 

 
SDS SPARES 
DavidG reports that “I found a page on the SDS Models page that provides spare parts for 
the NR Locos, both SDS and Auscision. Some of these Locos have parts that can fall off and 
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get lost. Missing parts can make the Loco look unfinished. And they are quite reasonably 
priced. The link is located at the bottom of the NR Locos page - Loco Parts.” 

http://www.sdsmodels.com.au/xparts1.htm 

 

======================================================================= 

 

ALL ABOARD!!! 

The unintelligibility of a brakeman’s call when announcing a station is proverbial. The 

other day however one called Yuma plainly enough. There was a sheriff on the train 

with some prisoners for the penitentiary, and upon announcing the arrival, the 

brakeman shouted: “Yuma! Change Clothes; 10 years for refreshments!” — The Daily 

Arizona Miner, Prescott, Arizona May 20, 1884. 

 

 
HISTORY CORNER 
The following article and photos are from a Melbourne Museum article on Victorian 
Railways. 
see https://museumsvictoria.com.au/scienceworks/resources/victorian-railways/stations/ 
 
Thanks to the Museum for the article. 
 

 
Flinders Street Station circa 1908 
 
Three major city terminals have acted as the hub of Victoria's passenger and freight train 
services over the past 150 years. 
 
Melbourne's main passenger station, Flinders Street, is built on the site of Victoria's first 
station - the city terminus of the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company's line to Port Melbourne 

http://www.sdsmodels.com.au/xparts1.htm
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/arizona/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/scienceworks/resources/victorian-railways/stations/
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(previously Sandridge). The humble building which serviced passengers and freight in 1854 
was progressively extended over the next half a century to become a motley collection of 
ticket offices, footbridges and platforms with various awnings by the turn of the century.  
 
Between 1900 and 1910 the station was entirely rebuilt creating the grand facade which 
remains today. The impressive clocktower and imposing main entrance with its large dome 
roof and row of destinations clocks quickly began a key Melbourne landmark. By the 1930s, 
Flinders Street could lay claim to being the world's busiest station serving almost 300,000 
passengers daily. 
 
Princes Bridge Station, situated on the eastern side of Swanston Street, originally opened in 
1859 as the terminus of the Melbourne & Suburban Railway Company's lines to Hawthorn 
and Windsor. It was first linked to Flinders Street Station by a tunnel under Swanston Street 
in 1865. It was then closed for a period before becoming the terminus of the government's 
Gippsland line in 1879 and of the Hurstbridge and Northcote lines in 1901. Princes Bridge 
Station lost its separate identity in 1980 when its platforms were integrated into Flinders 
Street Station and the suburban lines it served were diverted to connect directly to the new 
underground loop. 
 

 
The crowded intersection outside Flinders Street and Prices Bridge stations circa 
1925. 
 
Far humbler in its origins was Spencer Street Station, the first government railway terminus. 
Originally known as Batman's Hill Station, it opened for passenger traffic in 1859 with a 
single passenger platform and a temporary timber station building. As the government 
railway network extended to the north and west of Melbourne, Spencer Street became a 
major freight hub with extensive goods yards and several large goods sheds, but its 
passenger facilities remained a poor cousin of the grander country stations.  
 
In the 1920s, the existing outer suburban platforms were built with a connecting subway, but 
the main booking hall remained little more than a large corrugated-iron roofed shed. Spencer 
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Street finally gained a modern passenger hall and refreshment area when the No.1 platform 
was rebuilt for the opening of the Sydney-Melbourne standard gauge link in 1962. 
 
Flinders Street and Spencer Street Stations were first linked by a street-level 'tramway' in 
1879, but its use was restricted to overnight goods trains to prevent interruptions to road 
traffic. The first section of the overhead viaduct linking the two stations was completed in 
1891, being duplicated for the suburban electrification in 1913-15 and again for the 
underground city loop in 1981. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

 

Seen in Christchurch NZ 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary: Peter Amey 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel 

Lee, Andrew Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, 

Tom Drury, John Webster

 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

1 Feb (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic: “Interesting railway facts” 
Continuing work on club layouts 

5 Feb (Sun) Hall Markets 

7 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

11 Feb (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

14 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

15 Feb (Weds) Running night. Continuing work on club layouts 
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21 Feb (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

25 Feb (Sat) Bunnings Tuggeranong TBC 

 

    March 2023 

1 Mar (Weds) Club meeting Topic TBA 

7 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

11 Mar (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

And Bunnings Majura 

14 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

15 Mar (Weds) COTA Expo 

pm - Club meeting - Continuing work on club 

layouts – running night 

18 Mar (Sat)  Belconnen Mall - TBC 

21 Mar (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts. Prep for Expo 23 

24 Mar (Fri) Set up for Expo 23 

25 Mar (Sat) Expo 23 

26 Mar (Sun) Expo 23 

28 Mar (Tues) Post Expo 

 

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
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CMRCI CMR EXPO 2023 

Availability for Rosters 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________@____________________ 

 

I am available for: 

ROLE Yes / No 

Sunday 19 March  

Put out Street Signs  

Friday 24 March   

Late Morning: 

Prepare material in Clubroom  

from 1400  

Clear Gym  

Mark Out Gym  

Set up power cables -gym  

Set up McEvoy Junction  

Assist with Registration and set up of 

traders/exhibits 
 

From 1530 to 1900  

After 1900  

Set up Charles town / Hybrid/ Zig Zag from 

1600 
 

 Saturday 25 March: 8am – 

6pm 

Sunday 26 March: 8am – 3pm 

Entry   

Clean/Sanitise   

Refreshments   

Lunch  

(1100 -1400) 

  

McEvoy Junction   

U Drive   

Hi-Brid/Zig Zag   

Other   

   

   

 
Sunday 26 March 

2.30 – 5.30 pm 

 

Pack up clean and reset   

   

 


