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From the President. 

2022 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  

As I was looking at Christmas notes that I had written previously I thought that, really, there was nothing 

noteworthy to reflect on from 2022 but on looking a little deeper I think we have a number of things of which 

we can be proud.  

Early in the year we decided to invite younger train lovers to join us in running trains on our Club layouts.  

As a result, we have opened the Club on the second Saturday of each month so that the children and 

grandchildren of our members can come in a run their own or our Club models on our layouts.  We also 

decided that they could be financial Associate members of the Club.  While the numbers are small, I 

believe that this has been a truly positive step. 

Despite a very minor limitation imposed on us by the Education Directorate, in that students from the school 

who were going to participate in our Model Railway Expo had to wear masks, we again conducted a very 

successful event.  The Co-ordination Team of Chris Neil, Mal Irving, Andrew Lund and Phil Young did a 

great job and were ably assisted by a host of volunteers, led by Terry Smith and Herb Hobbs.  Once again, 

the Expo boosted our Club’s reputation in the model train community as being good hosts and being able to 

run an excellent event.   

It was Terry Smith who came up with the most significant feature of the year, when, after a few quiet drinks 

one night, he suggested that ‘we do something in the clubroom’.  He suggested a new layout to replace 

Baldwin Park but should be substantially larger and more useable.  As you know, work is well underway, 
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although it will take some considerable time to complete to a stage where we can actually run trains and 

conduct operations.  It is really good to see everyone’s involvement in the planning and early construction 

phases, but it is critical that we keep our enthusiasm focussed and continue striving towards our ultimate 

goal.  I would love to see a finished product that is the envy of all who see it.  

Chris Neil successfully submitted an application to up-grade our computer.  He also managed to acquire a 

3D printer for the Club, and it has been fascinating to see some of the items that have already appeared 

courtesy of the printer. I think that the more we learn about how to use it, thanks to Michael Hawkes and 

Mal Irving, the more items we will see and the more we will save by printing things rather than buying them. 

Finally, it has been great to see the support from members as we attend a number of school fetes and 

community functions with Charlestown.  It is amazing to watch the young, and not so young, folk and to see 

the enjoyment that they all get out of it.  I think the layout is probably getting a little tired and that sometime 

in the near future – at least before the Expo round of advertising – that we will need to do a little 

refurbishment so that it keeps working well. 

So, in reality, it has been a busy period and I would like to thank everyone for their enthusiasm and fortitude 

in keeping the Club functioning.  In particular, my thanks to our committee for unending passion and 

service.  Thanks, a lot! 

I wish all members and families all the very best for Christmas and I hope to see you all early in the new 

Year refreshed and ready for another hectic year.   

May your God bless you and those whom you love, 

RobertBMorton 

President  

 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be held at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 7th December 2022 at the Kaleen 
clubroom. 
 
The topic for the evening will be something that concerns all male club members – no matter what age.  Mr 
Greg McRoberts, President of the Prostate Cancer Support Group (ACT Branch) will address us on the 
subject of Prostate Cancer. 
 
The Mission of the Prostate Cancer Support Group is to provide support to men and those in their lives by: 
• providing ongoing peer support, 
• promoting early intervention, and  
• raising awareness of prostate cancer in the community. 
 
This is an opportunity to learn about a cancer that any male can get. 
 

 
CMRCI CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The CMRCI Christmas lunch will be held at the Canberra Labor Club 51 Chandler Street, Belconnen at 
12.00 on Sunday 11th December.  Cost $50.00 per head. 

 
Further details to follow. 

 

 
 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 
The Christmas break will be from 20 December 2022 to 10 January 2023.  

The clubroom will not be open during this period. 

 



An Englishman, a Frenchman, a ravishing blonde and an old lady are sharing a compartment on a train as 
it winds its way through the Alps. Every now and then the train passes through a tunnel, during which time 
the compartment is plunged into complete darkness. On one such occasion, a ringing slap is heard and as 
the train passes back into daylight, the Frenchman is rubbing his sore, red cheek. 

The old lady thinks, "I bet that dirty Frenchman fondled the blonde and she struck the pervert." 

The blonde thinks, "I bet that filthy Frenchman was looking to grope me in the dark, mistook the old lady for 
me and she slapped him." 

The Frenchman thinks, "I bet that perfidious Englishman touched up the blonde in the dark and she 
slapped me by mistake." 

The Englishman thinks, "I can't wait for another tunnel so I can slap that French twat again." 
 

================================================================================= 

AROUND THE CLUBROOM 

TOM DRURY DAY 

A large number of members celebrated Tom Drury’s 100th birthday at a morning tea at the clubroom.  

CMRCI hosted the event at which June Drury and Tom’s niece Judith and her husband Steve, visiting from 

the UK, were in attendance. 

Tom was interviewed by ABC radio.  Articles about Tom were published in the AMRM and the AMSA 

national newsletter.  Press releases under the CMRCI banner entitled “The World’s Oldest Active Railway 

Modeller” were sent to the major UK railway magazines and other media including the Yorkshire Morning 

Post. 

Tom received cards from the Governor General and Prime Minister.  The Governor General also received 

him at the Residence and presented him with a gold Governor general’s medallion. 

Some photos of the event: 

 

Interview by Hannah Head, ABC Radio. Photo by GeorgeW 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The President congratulating Tom on             

behalf of the Members. 

 

 

How many railway modellers does it take  

to light a candle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

Blowing out the candles – 

any more would have set off 

the fire alarms.  I’ll bet he 

wished for a 3D printer. 

Photo by GeorgeW 



 

Tom and Volker laughing at some of the messages on the birthday card from members. 

 

Ron showing off the mentor group layout “Iron Rock Pass” to Tom’s niece Judith and husband 

Steve visiting from the UK.  

 
 
 
 



 
2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – REPLACEMENT OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 
Be aware that your President, Secretary and Treasurer are all seriously considering relinquishing their 
executive positions at the next AGM. 
 
If you are interested in taking over any of these jobs, have a chat with the present incumbent to get an idea 
of the duties and responsibilities of the position. 
 

 

 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE OLD DC MODEL LOCOMOTIVES?  THE CMRCI 
EXPERIENCE – By RonG  
 
First, a little bit of Club history to set the scene: 

 
• Disclaimer: I admit to a smidgin of bias towards Australian outline model trains, but anything 

that runs on rails is OK by me! 
 

Our last DC-operated Club Exhibition layout was “Wyburn” which operated from 2004 to 2008. It was 
nominally an Australian layout.  The layout was operated by DC hand-held controllers and there was a limit 
to the number of trains that could be on a line at the one time.  
 
Few modifications were required on the model locomotives (other than wheel cleaning) as they ran in the “as 
bought” condition. 
 
The model locomotives in use by Club modelers at that time were a mix of Lima, Powerline, Trax, TrainOrama 
and Austrains units, with the occasional Hornby or U.S.-outline locos thrown in. All operated on DC. 
 

 
“Wyburn” (DC operation) photographed at a Canberra exhibition. 

 
Even during its tenure as the Club’s exhibition layout, some individual members were feeling their way into 
the mysteries of DCC operation (Peter A., Peter M. & George W.). They could only operate them on their 
own test tracks and DCC home layouts (or DCC layouts of other like-minded modelers) and information and 
expertise in the DCC area was sparse. Modelers “feeling their way” in the new technology occasionally “let 



the smoke out” of their new decoders, but they learned from the experience and were able to advise others 
trying out the technology. 
 
There was some hesitancy about a possible change amongst some members, especially about new wiring 
techniques, fitting of decoders (most had no experience of this) and especially the cost of fitting decoders to 
extensive DC locomotive collections. 
 
The change from DC to DCC operation occurred in the 2000’s and a decision to build a DCC-operated layout 
took place prior to the unveiling of “Crestwood” at the 2009 Exhibition. All Club exhibition layouts since that 
time have operated using DCC control. 
 

 
“Crestwood” (2009 to 2013). (Photo: Terry Smith). Lots of mainline operation at and around the station, with 
shunting taking place on lines at both ends and a “fiddle yard” behind the backscene. 

 

Two main questions were posed to as many long-standing Club members as I could readily interview.  
 

Questions:  

A “What happened to those early DC (usually Australian outline) locos, and have members become 
confident in the adoption of DCC operations?” 
 

The early DC locos:  These were a mixture of makes and none were “DCC ready.  Powerline and 
Trax offered models of the 48 class branch line locos, TrainOrama produced the mainline 44 class 
passenger loco, and Austrains made a reasonable 80 class model. Lima had a range that included 
the 44 class, 42 class, 43 class and 422 class models. A 45-class loco from AR Kits was mentioned.  
The XPT set was also produced by Lima in its original colour scheme. One former Club President 
was renowned for running his XPT set at exhibitions. The Eureka 620/720 diesel railcar models (DC) 
arrived around 2006. 
 
Victorian models included B and BL classes. 
 
So, what happened to those early model locomotives? Some were fitted with decoders. A few members 
developed the technical expertise to do the conversion themselves (“hard-wiring”). A few utilized the expertise 
of Club members or others to assist (“looking over their shoulder”) whilst they installed decoders in their own 
locos, whilst some sent their models to people such as Marcus Ammann to have decoders fitted. Some 
members sold all or some of their early DC locos and purchased newer models that ran more smoothly on 
DCC (some decoders were self-fitted, and some were fitted by contract technicians.) 
 
There seems to have been a general belief that models such as the early Lima locos did not have smooth-
running motors when fitted with a DCC decoder, which is the reason why only some Lima (and other makes) 
were changed to DCC or models were sold and replaced with smoother-running types. 
 



Earlier mention was made of the Club making a bulk purchase of NCE D13SR decoders to encourage 
members to “chip” their DC model locomotives at an affordable price. The Club allowed members to purchase 
a specified number of these decoders at either cost price or below cost price, and the offer was taken up by 
many. 
 
These decoders were made available to the Club at an attractive bulk price by Gary Spencer-Salt of Model 
Railroad Craftsman at Blacktown NSW. Gary and Marcus Ammann provided expertise at the Club’s DCC 
seminar at Hawker College in July 2010, and the Club had decided to purchase and operate the NCE range 
of equipment on its new exhibition layouts. That seminar gave greater confidence to members regarding 
DCC. 
 
B The second question: “Have members become confident in the adoption of DCC operations?” 
 
As mentioned earlier, several members, notably Peter A., Peter M. and George W. decided early in the 
transition to convert their layouts and locomotives to DCC.  By careful perusal of manuals and a degree of 
trial and error, developed the confidence and competence to undertake conversions.  
 
George W. suggested the use of NCE “Switch Eight” devices to enable easier control of points and train 
paths on the Club layout. Graeme W. learned how to program these devices and assisted programming them 
in both Club exhibition layouts and Mentor Program layouts. The Mentor “Queanbeyan” layout wowed the 
onlookers in both 2016 and 2017 at the Queanbeyan Show, when DCC operation permitted remote control 
of points and train paths via a touchscreen. This latter innovation was set up by students under instruction by 
the then Club President, Peter McEvoy. 
 
Some members managed to conduct “hard wiring” of their locos and were able to convert their locomotives. 
Some found that they did not have the confidence or manipulative skills to conduct conversions and arranged 
for others to do the fitting of decoders on a mutually agreed basis. “Fat fingers” syndrome was mentioned by 
some when discussing difficulties experienced in developing the manipulative expertise to “hard-wire” 
decoders in older loco models. This is something that many members have experienced as we have grown 
older! 
 
The ability to “consist” several locomotives on a train and to “speed match” locos for this function has allowed 
some of the more proficient members to run satisfyingly longer trains at realistic scale speeds. 
 
Several brands of DCC equipment for loco control were considered, but NCE won out largely because of 
reasonable price and readily available service provided by Gary at Model Railroad Craftsman at Blacktown. 
Many Club members went with this brand (including the author) and the Club later also purchased wireless 
controllers for exhibition use.  
 
Having used DCC operation, many Club members would not want to return to DC operation on Club exhibition 
layouts, although for home layouts some might be tempted to use (and some do) DC due to the number of 
locos they have that are not yet converted to DCC, mainly due to the cost of doing so. 
 
One very experienced Club member makes the following observation: “I get a strong feeling that many 
members still do not comprehend the complexity of some of the new layouts. This is especially so when DCC 
control of points is included.” 
 

SUMMING UP THE ANSWERS: 
Many original DC model locomotives still exist in members collections.  
 
Some are run on home layouts which remain under DC control. 
 
Some are in storage and may/may not eventually have a decoder fitted, but their running quality may not be 
as good as that of more modern models. 
 
Some were sold and newer models were purchased, and these are fitted with DCC decoders and can be 
operated on Club and home layouts. 
 
Most new purchases are either fitted with DCC (some with sound) or are “DCC Ready” and can be more 
easily fitted with the appropriate decoders. 
 



 

Members have become confident in the adoption of DCC operations and would 
not want to revert to DC operation. 
 
This is especially the case where members operate their loco models at exhibitions. 
 
Some members are less confident when it comes to installing decoders in locomotive models, and even more 
so if that process involves “hard wiring.” 
 
A few have no desire to undertake decoder installation for a number of reasons and will engage the expertise 
of others if it is required. 
 
DCC sound is still a relatively expensive option. Members mostly have some models fitted with sound. It was 
pointed out that you can have too much sound and it can detract from the viewing/listening experience, 
especially in confined spaces. 
 
DCC operation of model trains at exhibitions allows members to enhance the viewing experience of the public 
at a layout and to improve the appearance of reality of the trains on view. 

      
 
================================================================================= 

 
HISTORY CORNER 
 

THE CASE OF THE MYSTERY CORPSE 
The following article was sent in by Mal.  It was written by Tim the Yowie Man and first published in 
Panorama Magazine earlier this year.  Thanks Mal. 
 
“On March 8, 1888, a dead man was discovered sitting with his back to the engine as the mail train from 
Michelago to Goulburn arrived at Queanbeyan Station.  What happened? 
 
This column’s recent expose on the disused Queanbeyan to Bombala rail line and associated Tuggeranong 
siding, prompted a bulging mailbag. 
 
In particular several readers though t I was amiss in not recounting one of the best-known mysteries on the 
line. So today, I rectify that. 
 
One can only imagine the look on the face of Patrick Monaghan, Station Porter at Queanbeyan Railway 
Station when at 8:45 pm on March 8, 1888 the mail train from Michelago to Goulburn arrived at 
Queanbeyan Station. 
 
There, sitting on the buffer planks at the front of the steam locomotive, with his back to the engine his head 
partly inclined to the left and resting on the smokebox and his hands resting by the side of his body, 
appeared to be a middle-aged man. 
 
The porter immediately shouted to the driver,” who is the man in front?”  The driver dismounted the 
footplate and went to discover the corpse of Cornelius Grady, a farmer from Yarralumla, splattered with 
blood. 
 
According to the Queanbeyan Age of March 10, 1888 ”while there were no witnesses to the incident that 
claimed Grady’s life, the inquest uncovered details that seem to explain the farmer’s sad demise. Most of 
the facts lay in the hoofprints of Grady’s horse, which was “savagely dismembered by the lumbering 
locomotive.   
 
Well, it is thought that after a night drinking in Queanbeyan, Grady attempted to return home on horseback, 
becoming disorientated at one point and following rail line towards Tuggeranong Siding. About 6 km south 
of Queanbeyan (near current day Tralee), the northbound mail train hit Grady and his horse.  Apparently, 
the poor horse was cut from under Grady, who was thrown with great force on the buffer plate of the 
engine, breaking his neck.”  Terrible. 



 
The inquest into Grady’s gruesome end determined that his death was (thankfully) instantaneous and that 
neither the driver nor the guard noticed the collision and that Grady’s body was carried into the 
Queanbeyan Station between the buffers where it was first noticed by the station porter. 
 
More than 130 years since his death, there are still reminders of the terrible accident.  Grady is buried in 
the Roman Catholic section of Queanbeyan’s Riverside Cemetery, and you can just make out the remnants 
of the crossing where Grady was hit by the train at the end of Alderson Street in Hume, ACT. 
 
=================================================================================  
 
CMRCI IN ACTION AT THE WALK FOR PREMS 2022 
A CMRCI team supported the 2022 Walk for Prems, an event by the Life’s Little Treasures Foundation The 
walk is to raise funds for sick and premature babies.  It was unfortunate that this worthwhile event did not 
gather more public support on the day. 
 
The event took part at Tuggeranong Park and was well supported by CMRCI members – thanks to those 
who attended. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlestown at work with four enthusiastic drivers in charge  
 

 
A couple of visitors, 
Captain America (?) and 
someone else. 
 
Photo by GeorgeW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
THE FATE OF NR 33 – Contributed by DavidG 
Thursday 25 May 2006, a southbound Kenworth 1995 K100E rigid tipper truck and quad axle trailer collided 

with an eastbound freight train at the Skipton Road level crossing in Lismore.  NR33 was involved in the 

incident, being the third locomotive on Melbourne to Adelaide freight service AM3, behind DL40 and NR52.  

 

The truck drove into the side of the NR during low visibility conditions and the subsequent accident saw 

approximately 1200 metres of the train land on top of NR33.   

 

 

"A very damaged NR33 awaits the scrappers torch at North Ballarat workshops. / Photos / 

Railpage". www.railpage.com.au. Archived from the original on 7 March 2022. Retrieved 19 April 2022. 

The NR was subsequently written off and scrapped in Bendigo after an inspection to see how viable a 

return to service would be.  

====================================================================== 

 

STICK IT TO THEM – By RonG 
What a corny title for a short piece about a new adhesive! 
 
At our Club meeting on the first Wednesday evening of November, Mal did a presentation on using our Club 
3-D printer, and he brought along some examples of 3-D printed projects. 
 
Discussion turned to how the various printed sections of a larger project might be glued together, and mention 
was made of an interesting new Selleys adhesive called “Power Grip TM”, the pack of which is illustrated 
below: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide
https://web.archive.org/web/20220307022804/https:/www.railpage.com.au/photos/22641?force=true
https://web.archive.org/web/20220307022804/https:/www.railpage.com.au/photos/22641?force=true
https://www.railpage.com.au/photos/22641?force=true


 
 
The “Step 1” material is like a felt-tipped pen, and it is used to “paint on” a primer to both parts of the material 
to be bonded. 
 
When the primer has dried, a small amount of “Step 2” material, a glue, is attached to one surface only. Both 
pieces are brought together and held for 30 seconds to bond and are then left for a further 30 minutes to 
achieve a good bond strength. 
  
From anecdotal evidence, this could well be an especially useful adhesive to have in the railway modelling 
tool kit. 
 
Like any other adhesive, it pays to read the directions well BEFORE using. The labelling indicates that “Power 
Grip” would have applications for many of the materials that we use in modelling, but it is stated that it should 
not be used to bond glass or foam. 
 
After hearing the recommendation at the Club meeting, I went out to my local Bunnings store and found 
“Power Grip” in the adhesives section, and it cost me a few cents over $9:00. 
 
I have a couple of projects under way where this new adhesive should, hopefully, be particularly useful. 
 
================================================================================= 

 

CHRISTCHURCH TRAMS 
The first trams in Christchurch were Kitson steam trams that ran from1880 until electrification in 1905.  The 
tram system was discontinued in the 1960’s, but a group of volunteers stored all the equipment and trams 
they could lay their hands on in the hope of a future resuscitation.   
 
In 1995 a standard gauge city line was opened. In 2011 the massive Christchurch earthquakes put the system 
out of action again until November 2013.  The track was extended in 2015.  Taking one of these heritage 
trams around the track is a prime tourist attraction.  
 
The Christchurch Heritage Trams are from a variety of sources.  They have been magnificently re-built and 
are a credit to the city. 



 
Tram No.15.  This small brown ‘Birney’ tram joined the fleet after the earthquakes. It the last tram to 
run in Invercargill. It was built by J. G. Brill in the USA in 1921 and is one of 6000 that was built 
worldwide. 

 



Tram No.11.  This small ‘Box Car’ tram is the oldest in the fleet and was built by J.G Brill in USA. The 
tram operated on the streets of Dunedin and is one of 14 that was built for that city. 
 

 

This ‘Boon’ tram was built in Christchurch by Boon & Co in 1910 to operate on the city streets. 
The remainder of the 7 or so trams running on the city route were sourced from Melbourne (W class trams) 

Sydney and the USA. They are a pleasant way to see the centre of this battered city – albeit a bit noisy and 

bumpy! 

================================================================================= 
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DECEMBER 2022  
 

6 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 Dec (Weds) Club Meeting Topic – “Prostate Cancer” presentation by 
Greg McRoberts, Prostate Cancer Support Group 

10 Dec (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

13 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

    JANUARY 2023 

12 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

19 Jan (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Jan (Weds) Club meeting - Continuing work on club layouts – 
running night 

26 Jan (Tues) Australia Day - Continuing work on club layouts  

 



 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management Committee. 
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