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VALE LLOYD SAWYER
7 August 1943 – 8 September 2022
Lloyd Hanson Sawyer, a Life Member of CMRCI, passed
away on 8 September 2022 after a long battle with cancer.
Lloyd was made a life member of CMRCI back in the early
2000's when he retired Lloyd Models from the railway
scene. The award was in recognition of his services to
the model railway hobby generally and in Canberra in
particular.
Lloyd started business as a retailer and manufacturer of model railway equipment
back in the 1980’s possibly on his retirement from the Army. He purchased an
existing manufacturer and rapidly expanded the existing of range of NSWR outline
kits made by that company.
He was an innovator, pioneering in Australia (and possibly further afield) the use of
milky bar material in kit manufacture. He had Australian outline locomotive kits
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manufactured by a major UK maker, DJH, to his design. Initially these were made in
white metal, etched and lost wax brass. He later moved to the manufacture of a few
models over to milky bar, a first in this country and the UK.
In respect of his Lloyd Model Railways or LMR locomotive kits he worked with K & M
Engineering in Sydney to manufacture the K&M chassis kits which he used as
standard for those models. Lloyd always sought the very highest standards in all his
products. Their detail and running qualities stand up well even against the latest
RTR offerings which notably duplicate many his kits.
While Lloyd had a long-term interest in model railways and had an exceptional HO
scale layout, he also had a passion for 5” ride-on miniature railways. He possessed
35 class and 48 class NSWGR locomotives and ran them at Symonston, Wagga and
at many train sites on the east coast. He also built himself a train of commercial
carriages, louvre vans, open wagons and containers.
A regular soldier, Lloyd served in Vietnam with 1st Armoured Regiment on Centurion
tanks.
Always encouraging, greeting you with a smile and always a gentleman.
Rest in Peace, Lloyd.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 5th October 2022
at the Kaleen clubroom.
The topic for the meeting will be another in the 3D printing series. MichaelH will
introduce us to “The Basics of CAD.”
Apologies for the misinformation in the last Bulletin. Apparently the change in
speaker was made at the last minute and it seems that there was insufficient time to
advise members.
================================================================
PHIL FELSTEAD
Our Life Member Phillip Felstead was laid to rest on Monday 5th September 2022. The
funeral was attended by a large number of CMRCI members – in fact, blue shirts comprised
a significant proportion of the congregation.
The Felstead family have thanked us for our support.
Rest in peace, Phil

================================================================
I’m responsible for what I say, not what you understand. Common sense is like
deodorant. The people who need it the most never use it.
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BATHURST RAILWAY MUSEUM and MAINWEST 1962. – By PeterA
While in Bathurst recently, my wife suggested a visit to the Bathurst Railway Museum. I
went along, expecting the usual collection of dusty, rusting steam locomotives, mysterious
memorabilia, and deteriorating carriages. As it turns out the Bathurst Railway Museum does
not have a single locomotive, carriage or wagon to its name.
What it does have is a pictorial display with some artifacts of the railway history of the region.
The museum is world class, albeit rather smaller than most.
The centrepiece of the Museum’s display is touted to be the largest model railway in
Australia. At 20m x 9m with a mainline length of 80 m that is a claim hard to deny.
The layout room features two large screens with videos of local railway scenes as well as
other static displays.

Long view of the Main West 1962 layout from the fiddle yard end.

From the other end
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The Main West 1962 layout is an HO scale model of the NSW Main West line from Tarana to
Bathurst, including the pioneer Oberon line. Key stations – Locksley, Brewangle, Raglan
and Kelso, the Macquarie Bridge and the 3-arch bridge at Brewangle are all featured on the
layout. It is set in the 1950’s and 60’s. Apart from the station and yard precincts there is
little in the way of structures, however there is apart realistic and detailed trackside country
scenery.
Shinohara code 100 track has been used in the storage yard, code 83 on the mainline and
code 70 on the Macquarie River Bridge.
In 2008 Paul Hennessy employed master model maker John Brown to build a scale model of
a section of the Great Western Line. It took 6 years of design and construction to build the
layout. It was housed at the Hennessy property “Clifton Park” at Brewongle, South-East of
Bathurst.
John Brown was a Yorkshireman who emigrated to Australia in 1971. He usually spent 3
weeks at Clifton Park and one week at home over the 6-year period. He used subcontractors to build many of the structures and was strongly supported by local model
railway enthusiasts.
Due Mr Paul Hennessy’s ill health, the family donated the layout to the Bathurst Regional
Council in 2014. In November that year, enthusiasts cut the layout into portable pieces and
removed it to storage while the current design was refined. By careful management and
execution, the team were able to retain 99% of the original track all of which is in use today.
The layout was donated by Mrs Siobhan Hennessy and the Hennessy family through the
Australian Government’s Cultural Gift Program in memory of Ben Chifley, a wartime Prime
Minister, whose constituency was Bathurst. Also, in memory of her great uncle, Mervyn
(Dick) Locke OBE who was President of the Turon Shire from 1954 – 77 and then a longterm Councillor on the Bathurst City Council.
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The shed where the layout is located is a discrete building but forms an integral part of the
museum. It is of Colourbond sheeting on a steel frame without any internal pillars or supports,
resulting in a large space for the layout.
The layout went through three stages and buildings until its current hall was erected. The
hall was built by the Bathurst Regional Council specifically for the layout. In November 2019
it was erected on the current premises. After testing, trial running, some modifications and
staff training the layout was opened to the public in February 2020.
The original $5m museum construction project was funded mostly by the Bathurst Regional
Council, with assistance from State ($250k) and Federal ($950k) grants. The ongoing
operation is supported by Council as part of its Museums Bathurst business unit which also
operates the Chifley Home, Australian Fossil and Mineral Museum and the National Motor
Racing Museum.
There were three requirements for the control/power system. It had to be robust, reliable
and fault tolerant. Remember, this is a layout that runs 6 hours a day 6 days a week, 7 days
a week during school holidays. The layout is DCC using a 5-amp NCE system.
The trains are controlled by a computer system using a program called Railroad and Co; a
product of Freiwald Software of Germany.

A photo of the
Railroad and Co.
control program
live on screen.
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On Thursdays the layout is closed to the public and maintenance is carried out by a group of
volunteers.
Track cleaning is a regular chore. The team uses “Inox MX3” to do so – a number of our
members do as well. The Inox MX3 is applied only when needed, not every week. Once the
product is applied, a soft dry cloth is used to remove the excess

Max Lyons treating the
tracks with Inox MX3 – note
the rubber gloves.

The volunteers also regularly clean rolling stock wheels. See the September issue of the
Bulletin for a short article on their method.

Gordon Wright cleaning
rolling stock wheels.
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Bob Browne at the well-equipped repair bench.
All faulty locomotives and rolling stock are given a job card that is used to record its progress
through the repair. The layout has 61 locomotives on roster and a considerable amount of
rolling stock. Only 12 locomotives are operated at the same time on the layout.
The layout has 153 points, 25 of which are digitised. These points were originally equipped
with SEEP solenoid motors which are being replaced with Cobalt motors. Two large CDUS
assist with power to the point motors.

This point
control
panel is
stowed
under the
layout and
is erected
when
points need
to be
changed. It
is not
visible
during
public
viewing
hours.

Like most layouts, this one is far from complete. The volunteers are aiming to add an
operating turntable and signals in the next stage.
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Now for some of the scenery:

Bathurst station precinct with the gasworks and Macquarie Bridge in the
background...

Bathurst locomotive depot
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Bathurst station

The station precinct at Tarana where the Oberon Branch line separates from the main.

Kelso station
and yard. The
station was
opened in 1873.
The station was
damaged by
fire in 1973 and
closed in 1978.
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And finally – the boss and our host Ben O’Regan, Coordinator, Bathurst Railway
Museum. He also has responsibility for the Chifley Home. Thanks Ben.
Bathurst is 254 km from Canberra – a 3-3.5 hour run. There and back in one day is a
longish run, but doable, particularly if you want to have a look at a first class layout.

3D PRINTING – A PRESENTATION BY MICHAELH
On Wednesday 7
September MichaelH
commenced a short series
of presentations on 3D
printing which are
intended to lead members
to the point where they
can use our 3D printer
successfully.
Michael will introduce us
to the basics of CAD and
using our 3D printer at
Wednesday meetings in
October and November.
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THE LAST SET OF STAFFED RAILWAY CROSSING GATES IN NSW by RonG
from contribution and photos by GeorgeW
Our wandering Club Member George recently returned from his 2022 extended trip, and he
called at Nyngan in western NSW where he found the following railway crossing gates.:

Right hand gate

Left hand gate
You might ask “what is so remarkable about some railway gates?” The answer is provided by
the photo taken of the plaque unveiled by the then NSW Governor in 2013.
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The NSW railways grew from its inauguration until it had a staff in the tens of thousands, much
larger than the current much leaner organization.
Amongst its many staff were railway gatekeepers, whose job it was to open and close
(manually) the gates protecting level crossings. This was a day and night task, and the people
doing this job (men and women) were often provided with a railway gate keeper’s cottage
adjacent to the railway line and crossing(s). When open, traffic could proceed safely across
the railway lines, and when closed, trains could travel safely across those crossings without
the danger of striking pedestrians, livestock, or vehicles on the line.
Today, most of the gate-keeper cottages have been sold to private owners, and the crossings
are protected by flashing lights, barriers and /or gates that are remotely controlled.
In more remote rural locations, there are still rail crossings protected only by warning signs,
with the inevitable accidents occurring when people ignore, forget about, or do not see
approaching trains. Trains cannot stop as quickly as road motor vehicles!
So, if you are ever involved in a trivia competition, remember that the answer to the question
about when the last staffed railway gates were removed is 2010!

JOHN WEBSTER
Friends of John Webster are advised that John will be going into residence at the Fred Ward
Gardens in Curtin soon.
Until further notice no phone calls or visits, please.
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MCEVOY JUNCTION – point control
David G has prepared a diagram of the accessory and macro point control numbers for
those of us who can see things better visually. The chart currently on McEvoy Junction
serves the purpose more than adequately, but some of us are able to better understand how
to use the system by the use of a diagram. A copy of these diagrams is in place on the
layout.
Thanks David.

=========================================================================

She was only a moonshiner's daughter, but I miss her still.
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Beep, beep………………………………
Thanks to Reddit.

INOX MX3
There is an excellent article on the use of INOX MX3 for track cleaning in the October issue
of the Australian Model Railway Magazine (pages 34 -35). Well worth reading if you are
considering using this product.
There was a suggestion that the article be copied and attached to this edition of the Bulletin.
This has not been done due to space and copyright considerations.
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PROGRESS ON BALDWIN PARK II
The support striucture and baseboards of Balwin Park II are now in place. The baseboards
have been prepped for wiring and primed and painted ready for tracklaying.

Herb and Paul at work routing the channels for the cables under Baldwin Park II.

The first two sections of the layout in place – routed, primed and painted.
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FROM IKEA
A couple of items seen at IKEA which may be useful. The first is a desk pad made of 3mm
cork. Sliced into 5cm strips that will give you 9 underlay strips of 65 cm length each. Of
course, there are also other uses such as road base, foundations, etc.

Above - The cork pad and label.

The second item is a 65 x 45 cm plastic desk pad which can serve as a cutting pad for your
workshop.
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Above - Pad and label. Cost - $9.00

“For better digestion, I drink beer. In case of appetite loss, I drink white wine. In case
of low blood pressure, I drink red wine. In case of high blood pressure, I drink scotch.
And when I have a cold, I drink schnapps.”
“So, when do you drink water?”
“I’ve never been that sick.”
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Trains Bring and Buy Sale
Saturday 22 October 2022
9.00am to 11.45am
Mosaic Baptist Church
Chomley Court – Evatt ACT
Admission Gold Coin
You can sell your preloved models by renting your
own table for $10.00
Or come and buy some bargains

Reserve a table: contact ACT Model Railway Soc.
email enquiries@actmrs.org.au
Table numbers are limited, and if still available reservations will be
taken until Thursday 20thOctober.

Conducted by: ACT Model Railway Society Inc.
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President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew
Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts, Dennis Wicklander.
Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom Drury,
John Webster

OCTOBER 2022
4 Oct (Tues)
5 Oct (Weds)
8 Oct (Sat)
11 Oct (Tues)
18 Oct (Tues)
19 Oct (Weds)
22 Oct (Sat)
23 Oct (Sun)
25 Oct (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts
Club Meeting Topic – Basics of CAD
Open day for juniors – running day
Continuing work on club layouts
Continuing work on club layouts
Club meeting - Continuing work on club layouts –
running night
Latham School Fete (Charlestown)
Life’s Little Treasures Walk Tuggeranong.
(Charlestown)
Continuing work on club layouts

19

NOVEMBER 2022
1 Nov (Tues)
2 Nov (Weds)
8 Nov (Tues)
12 Nov (Sat)
15 Nov (Tues)
16 Nov (Weds)
22 Nov (Tues)
29 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts
Club meeting. Topic – Using our 3D printer
Continuing work on club layouts
Open day for juniors – running day
Continuing work on club layouts
Club meeting - Continuing work on club layouts –
running night
Continuing work on club layouts
Continuing work on club layouts

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT
2617.
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info
Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management
Committee.
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