
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 

November 2022 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be held at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 2nd November 
2022 at the Kaleen clubroom. 
 
The topic for the evening will be the final in the series of presentations by MichaelH on 
3D printing. This one will be “Using our 3D Printer”. 
 
================================================================ 
 
TOM DRURY – 100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Tom Drury, a Life Member, will turn 100 years old on the 14th of November 2022. 
 
To mark the occasion, CMRCI will host a morning tea for Tom on Tuesday 15th 
November during the usual Tuesday morning meeting.  Light refreshments will be 
provided by the club. 
 
So that we can celebrate this event and to congratulate Tom on reaching this milestone, 
your attendance is encouraged. 
 
================================================================ 
 
A sincere thanks to all the contributors to this edition – very much appreciated.  

Articles, jokes, photos, information are all very welcome. 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.



SUPPLIERS OF AUSTRALIAN OUTLINE MODEL RAILWAY STRUCTURES 

The following is a list of producers of Australian outline structures and scenic accessories. All 

HO scale.  It is possible that there are other suppliers – if you know of any, please let us know. 

The list of products shown is reasonably accurate as of October 2022.  It is likely that the 

products will change over time; hopefully in a positive manner.  

COMPANY WEBSITE PRODUCTS 

Aus-Scene 
Models 

http://www.aus-
scenemodels.com.au 

Miners’ cottages 
Churches 
Cemetery 
Colonial Period shops and stores 
Station & toilet blocks 
Small farm buildings 
Cable drums 
Paling fence 
Benches and tables. 

SteamFreak 
Models 

models.steamfreak.com VR style 
Fencing 
VR stations and outbuildings (water 
tanks, goods sheds, platforms, etc) 
Signals 
Crossing gates 
Signal Boxes 
Signal lever frames 
Water column 
Point Levers 

Southern Rail 
Models 

www.southernrailmodel
s.com.au 
 

Diesel refuelling station 
Cement works 
Stock race 
Sanding tower 
A few trackside accessories 

Trackside Models tracksidemodels.com.au 
 

Cattle yards and fencing 
Farm buildings 
Thunder box 
Fencing 
House under construction 
Cottages 
Coaling platform 
Cable drums 
Sheds 
Station platforms 
Tanunda railway station 

Queensland 
Scale Models 

http://queenslandscalem
odels.com.au/ 

Queensland railway stations 
(various) 
Goods shed 
Rainwater tanks 
Queensland trackside accessories – 
Buffer stops, point levers, various 
signs 
Aspect signals 

Walker Models www.walkermodels.com Stations (Very large range) and 
station buildings 

http://www.aus-scenemodels.com.au/
http://www.aus-scenemodels.com.au/
http://www.southernrailmodels.com.au/
http://www.southernrailmodels.com.au/


Trackside accessories and buildings 
(water tanks, goods sheds, 
platforms, etc) 
Coal bunkers, hoists, ramps 
Silo(s) 
Butter factory 
Public Hall 
Signal boxes 
Commercial premises (large range) 
Hoses 
Loco and carriage sheds in 
Roundhouse 
Fencing 
Bridges 
Low relief buildings 
Cattle and sheep yards 
Tunnel portals 
Bridges 
Colonial style shops and school 

ABR Models  
 

abrmodelworks.com Concrete and brick wall modules 
Commercial premises  
3D printed scenic items – drums, 
A/C components, cable drums, 
chimneys, water tanks, doors, 
crates, etc – large range.  

 
================================================================ 
 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
 
The following message has been received from Mr Rupert Symonds: 
 
“If your membership is interested, I have posted on Facebook market place some HO stuff for 
sale  
 
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1159135274674998/?hoisted=false&ref=search&r
eferral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Acb15a22f-3b37-4199-
9b94-859821b57a18  
 
 It is listed as DCC HO trains and layout. I will be leaving Canberra in the new year and don’t 
have room anymore. 
 
 Rupert Symonds 
0410441017 
 
If you have an interest in this offer, please contact Mr Symonds direct. 

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1159135274674998/?hoisted=false&ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Acb15a22f-3b37-4199-9b94-859821b57a18
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1159135274674998/?hoisted=false&ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Acb15a22f-3b37-4199-9b94-859821b57a18
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1159135274674998/?hoisted=false&ref=search&referral_code=null&referral_story_type=post&tracking=browse_serp%3Acb15a22f-3b37-4199-9b94-859821b57a18


HANGING HORNBY WHEELS 
-BY Paul L with support from 

RonG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I gradually added new wagons 
and passenger carriages to my 

train collection, I became increasingly aware of the old stock that had been placed in storage for 
many years. 
 
Part of that old stock was some Triang / Hornby stuff that belonged to my brother and myself, 
dating back to the 1960’s. Certainly some items of sentimental value there. 
 
The wheel sets on these items were both too long and wide in the flange and were simply not 
suited to new track and point systems. The length of the flange resulted in the wheels bouncing 
along the sleepers while the width of the flange prevented the wheels from passing through 
points. 
 
I did receive many comments that it was not economically viable to update the wheels which left 
me with the following options: 
 

1. Buy new rolling stock. Passenger coaches are priced from $75.00 each and upwards. 
 

2. Replace the bogies. The Hornby bogies are rivetted to the body so changing them 
created another level of difficulty. Cost would have been at least $25.00 per pair. 
 

3. Machine the existing wheels to the new required size. I tried this on the lathe but had 
little success. Too brittle and breakages occurred. 
 

4. Simply change the existing wheels and axles on the bogies with new metal wheels to 
make them compatible with the new tracks. Components cost was estimated at $12.00 
per coach. 

 
As mentioned above, these old coaches were sentimental to me, so I set about updating the 
wheels (option 4) with the help of some internet searches (thanks to John Chambs - YouTube). 
 
I have now successfully updated the wheels, and this is how I finally did it: 
 
- Measure the diameter of the wheels to be replaced. I did find that across the carriages 

there were different types of bogies (plastic and metal) used by Hornby over the early years 
and the wheels they fitted ranged in diameter from 10mm to 12.5mm. Then calculate the 
axle length (again length ranged from 22.5mm to 24mm).  I sourced the appropriately sized 
new wheels from Casula Hobbies. 



 
 
Photo 1 - The old wheelset dismantled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
- The old wheels, which are individual items, are located on a 2mm metal axle. One side is 

held in place by a wing on the axle while the other spins freely. Locate the free wheel and 
push the axle through the bogie from that end. Refer to figure / photos 1, 2 and 3 

-  

 
 
- Photo 2 
 



 
Photo 3 
 
Photos 2 and 3 show the old rather brittle Bakelite -like plastic wheels and the metal axle 
in place in a Hornby Triang wagon axle box. 
 

- For the next step I obtained from Casula Hobbies a packet each of Romford Flanged (Top 
Hat) and Unflanged Pinpoint Brass Bearings. Refer to photo 4. 

 

-  
Photo 4 – The bearings 



- The Top Hat Bearing is placed into the axle box from the inside of the bogie. It is then held 
in place by a small amount of Blu-Tac worked from the outside 
 

- Check the gauge of a new wheel set and place the set into the Top Hat bearing and insert 
an unflanged bearing into the other side. Again, secure with more Blu-Tac. 
 

- The tension of the axel was adjusted between the brass bearings and then the Blu-Tac in 
the axle box is covered with super glue.  Refer photo 5 

 
 

 
Photo 5 
 
Job done.  To complete the project, I will lightly sand the glue over the Blu-Tac and put a dab 
of black paint to cover the modification. Refer Photo 6 and 7.  

 

 
 



Photo 6.  The finished bogie. 
 
I now have a set of 9 (old) Hornby Triang passenger carriages that have more realistic metal 
wheels that roll freely and run very smoothly on a modern track system.  

 

 
Photo 7 – the finished carriages 
 
The next project for these carriages is to replace the friction couplers to Kadees. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

VICTORIAS MALLEE AND WIMMERA REGIONS EXPLORED BY RAIL – by Tim 
Richards  
Victoria’s wheatbelts provide for an epic rail journey and an opportunity to see  
its towering painted silos.  
 

 
Rail passengers enjoying a drink at the Sheep Hills silo. 

 



Melbourne’s busy Southern Cross Station is a railway terminus with a thoroughly 21st Century 
appearance, its high roof undulating like a pod of blue whales. So, it's quite a contrast to arrive 
here on a Friday night and hear the whistle of a steam locomotive. 
 
That loco, City of Melbourne, was built in Glasgow in 1951 and is a welcome phantom from the 
past. I'm about to board the train; it's hauling a collection of heritage carriages collectively 
known as the Grainlander. The cheekily derivative name hints at its destination - the lightly 
populated Mallee and Wimmera regions of western Victoria, famous for their wheat fields and, 
in more recent years, the brightly painted murals of the Silo Art Trail. We'll be seeing defunct 
wheat silos, repurposed for art, the next day. 
 
 But first there's a late supper in the two lounge cars at the centre of the train, a spread of wine, 
cheese and other nibbles served by the cheerful crew of this weekend excursion. The operator, 
707 Operations, is a non-profit volunteer-run organisation, so this is quite an undertaking for its 
capable team. 
 
As the train gathers pace and heads out of Melbourne, we retire to our compartment. There's 
an assortment of sleeper berths in the train, depending on the carriage, and we're in the 
plushest: a sleeper from the former Southern Aurora, which ran between Melbourne and 
Sydney from 1962. It's a comfortable space, its two berths folding down during the day to create 
a lounge. It also contains an ensuite bathroom with toilet, basin and shower. 
 
I grab some shut-eye as we trundle along, then wander into the lounge cars for breakfast about 
7am. Dawn is breaking over the gum trees to the east as I pile my plate with quiche and 
croissants picked up from a Ballarat bakery in the early morning. Lacking a dining car,  
the Grainlander relies on finger food for meals in its lounge cars, much of it sourced from 
bakeries along the way. 
 
Not that every meal is taken aboard. When we reach the Mallee town of Sea Lake about 
midday, we disembark and walk to The Juke, a restaurant within the Royal Hotel. This 
establishment has made a name for itself as part of the town's tourism revival, and our set lunch 
is a cut above standard pub food, comprising pumpkin soup, a chicken brioche roll, a mini-
sausage roll and a sticky date muffin. 
 
Sated, we board coaches for the main excursion of the trip: a tour along the Silo Art Trail.  
 
After a quick sightseeing visit to the local Salt Lake, Lake Tyrrell, we head south to five silos 
over six hours starting with Sea Lake's vast mural of a First Nations girl dreaming of the stars. 
Other silos, at Lascelles, Rosebery and Brim, feature local farmers or rural themes. Finally, just 
on sunset, we sip a glass of sparkling wine and admire the silo art at Sheep Hills, a colourful 
soaring depiction of Wergaia and Wotjobaluk elders from the region. 
 
It's been a long day, packed with good food and impressive art. There's more food to come, via 
dinner at the pub in Wycheproof, where the train has parked while we've been silo-spotting.  
 
The following day we'll view one more silo mural at Nullawil, featuring a famous local sheepdog, 
before beginning the long but relaxing journey back to Melbourne. But for now, it's time for 
some sleep on a quirky train that's temporarily at rest. 
 

https://wycheproof.vic.au/index.html


 
 
If you go 
707 Operations runs regular rail tours to the Silo Art Trail and other regional destinations within 
Victoria 

========================================================================= 

 
The surest sign that intelligent life exists elsewhere in the universe is that it 
has never tried to contact us.” – Bill Watterson  
 
================================================================ 
 
HISTORY CORNER 
Bathurst railway station is a heritage-listed railway station at Havannah 
Street, Bathurst, Bathurst Region, New South Wales, Australia. It is situated on the Main 
Western line and serves the city of Bathurst. It was added to the New South Wales State 
Heritage Register on 2 April 1999. 
 

 
Bathurst Railway station as it is in 2022; probably still recognisable to passengers of the 
1880’s. 
 
The station building, goods shed, divisional engineer's office and station-master's residence 
were all completed in 1876.  Bathurst had already been established as a major centre based on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathurst,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathurst_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Western_railway_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Western_railway_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathurst,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_State_Heritage_Register
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_State_Heritage_Register


large pastoral holdings and the 1850s gold rush which boosted the population of the town. 
Much of the civic building in Bathurst took place following the gold rush.  
 
Proposals for the first railways in NSW were largely driven by the interests of large land holders 
seeking improved transport for their wool from the inland centres of 
Bathurst, Goulburn, Muswellbrook and Singleton.  
 
The town received a sustainable boost in activity and development from the arrival of the 
railway which allowed the town to communicate and trade quickly and cheaply with Sydney.   
 
The workshops, established during the 1880s, started a large railway workers' community and a 
rail institute to educate the hundreds of workers at Bathurst.  
 
In 1903, Ben Chifley, who would become Prime Minister of Australia in July 1945, joined 
the New South Wales Government Railways at Bathurst as a shop boy and in March 1912 was 
promoted to become a driver, becoming the youngest First Class locomotive driver. Chifley 
remained based at Bathurst depot until resigning in November 1928 to become the Federal 
Member for Macquarie. In the early years of the 20th century, Chifley attended night school and 
extension classes at the institute. The union meetings Chifley attended at the Institute helped to 
shape his trade union and Labour politics. Chifley was also one of the founders of the AFULE 
(the Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen). 
 

 
No. 5112, a locomotive 
driven by Chifley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bathurst is served by NSW TrainLink's 4 daily Bathurst Bullet services to Sydney & Lithgow, the 
daily Central West XPT service operating between Sydney and Dubbo and the weekly Outback 
Xplorer between Sydney and Broken Hill. 
The weekly Indian Pacific passes through Bathurst but does not stop. 
  
NSW Trainlink road coach services operating between Lithgow, Orange, Grenfell, Parkes, 
Dubbo, Nyngan and Cootamundra also serve he station. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_gold_rush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goulburn,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muswellbrook,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singleton,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Chifley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Government_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Division_of_Macquarie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Division_of_Macquarie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Federated_Union_of_Locomotive_Enginemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSW_TrainLink
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathurst_Bullet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_railway_station,_Sydney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_West_Express
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_XPT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dubbo_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outback_Xplorer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outback_Xplorer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broken_Hill_railway_station


Other buildings 
 
Waiting shed (1914) 

 
The waiting shed on the Down platform dates from 1916 and is a 

simple weatherboard shed, in juxtaposition to the grand building on the other platform. 
  
Stores Branch Office – Keppel and Havannah Streets 

 
This is a small building now used for offices with a central doorway and 4 rooms. The building is 
timber with a corrugated iron roof and a return veranda on the Havannah St side, with good 
joinery details.  

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weatherboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corrugated_galvanised_iron


 

 
 
 
Bathurst Railway Workshops 

 

Bathurst Railway Workshops visible from the station’s UP platform. 
 
 

============================================================ 
 
3D PRINTING  - FROM WILLIAMN     Photos by WilliamN. 
Just to show you what is possible with a 3D printer, WilliamN has sent the following photos of 
his latest creation.  He says “I thought I would send in OO gauge model of Hogsmeade train 
station I have printed over the last 4 weeks while I was unwell.   
 
I use an Ender 3 V2 with BL touch auto bed leveller. 

 
Now I have to patch and paint it then set it up for my Hogsworth Express.” 
 
See the results in the photos below. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

William is a relatively new CMRCI member.  It will be interesting to see what he does next.  
Maybe something for Baldwin Park II? 
 

A few weeks after the original article, William sent in photos of the station as work on it 
proceeded.  As you can see in the photos below,the patch and painting is well under 
way. 
 



 

 

 

================================================================================================ 

 

A plane was taking off from Kennedy Airport. After it reached a comfortable cruising altitude, the 
captain made an announcement over the intercom; 'Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain 
speaking. Welcome to Flight Number 293, nonstop from New York to Los Angeles. The weather 
ahead is good and, therefore, we should have a smooth and uneventful flight.  Now sit back and 
relax.... OH, MY GOD!' 

 Silence followed, and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the intercom and said, 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier. While I was talking to you, the flight 
attendant accidentally spilled a cup of hot coffee in my lap. You should see the front of my 
pants!'   
  
 A passenger in economy yelled, 'That's nothing. You should see the back of mine!' 
 
====================================================================== 



SCENERY 
One of the best free down-to-earth guides to model railway scenery is published by Model 
Railway Engineer on their website 
 
https://modelrailwayengineer.com/model-railway-scenery-cheap-how-to-rivers-hills-rock-faces-
lakes-cuttings 
 
The guide covers the construction and ideas related to  

• Water features 

• Ground cover 

• Making Trees 

• Hills and Mountains 

• Tunnels. 
 
====================================================================== 

 
 
AROUND THE CLUBROOM 
 

 
John and Tom trying to work out whether there are biscuits inside.              

 
The Milwaukee Road EP-2 electric locomotives 
Seen recently on McEvoy Junction was an HO scale Milwaukee Road EP-2 electric locomotive.  
This unusual Loco belongs to DavidM.  It normally has dual pantographs, but these had been 
temporarily removed to facilitate the testing that David wanted to do on the club layout. 
 
From Wikipedia – “The Milwaukee Road's class EP-2 comprised five electric locomotives built 
by General Electric in 1919. They were often known as Bipolars, which referred to the bipolar 
electric motors they used. Among the most distinctive and powerful electric locomotives of their 
time, they epitomized the modernization of the Milwaukee Road. They came to symbolize the 

https://modelrailwayengineer.com/model-railway-scenery-cheap-how-to-rivers-hills-rock-faces-lakes-cuttings
https://modelrailwayengineer.com/model-railway-scenery-cheap-how-to-rivers-hills-rock-faces-lakes-cuttings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milwaukee_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Electric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipolar_electric_motor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipolar_electric_motor


railroad during their nearly 40 years of use and remain an enduring image of mainline 
electrification. 
 

 
The EP-2 on a test run passing the old quarry. 
 
 
The layout of the bipolars was unusual as well. The locomotive car body consisted of three 
sections. A small centre section contained a boiler for heating passenger cars, while the larger 
end sections contained the locomotive's electrical equipment and operator cabs in distinctive 
round-topped hoods. The locomotive's frame was split into four sections, hinged at the joints, 
with the two middle sections attached to the end sections of the locomotive body. There were 
twelve sets of driving wheels, plus a single idler axle at each end, for a 1B-D+D-B1 wheel 
arrangement. All buffering forces were transmitted through the locomotive frame.” 
 
 The EP-2 was a very efficient and powerful locomotive.  They were re-built in 1953, but 
unfortunately it seems that the re-build was poorly done.  Nevertheless, they worked on until 
1958 and were finally scrapped in 1962. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boiler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driving_wheel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AAR_wheel_arrangement#1B-D+D-B1


 

 
The EP-2 crossing a NSWGR 42 class on the mainline. 
 

 
Terry showing the style of wiring on Baldwin Park II 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY 
 

The CMRCI Christmas event will be a lunch on Sunday 11th December 2022. 
 

The venue and other details will follow.  In the meantime, put it in your diary. 
 

 

 
 
 



SPENCER STREET STATION – TRACKPLAN   
 

 
If you think that the track plan for Baldwin Park II is complicated, check this out – 
Melbourne’s Spencer Street Station circa 1880’s. 
 

 
 

President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary: Peter Amey 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members: 

Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew 

Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

Life Members: Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom Drury, John 

Webster



OCTOBER 2022 

Oct 25 (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

1 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 Nov (Weds) Club meeting.  Topic – “How to use our 3D 
printer”  

8 Nov (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts 

12 Nov (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

15 Nov (Tues)  Continuing work on club layouts – 100th birthday 
celebration – Tom Drury 

16 Nov (Weds) Club meeting - Continuing work on club layouts – 
running night 

22 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

29 Nov (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

 

DECEMBER 2022  
 

6 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 Dec (Weds) Club Meeting Topic – “Prostate Cancer” 

10 Dec (Sat) Open day for juniors – running day 

13 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

20 Dec (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

21 Dec (Weds)   Club meeting - Continuing work on club layouts – 
running night 

     

 

Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.    

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

http://www.cmrci.info/
mailto:cmrcisecpra@gmail.com


The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 
 


