C AN B E R R A
MODEL R AILWAY C LUB INC.

BEST WISHES TO ALL
OUR MEMBERS AND
FAMILIES FOR A
WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS
AND A prosperous
and MUCH BETTER
2022

1

C AN B E R R A
MOD EL R A ILWA Y C LU B IN C .

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter
December 2021

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2021
I hope this year’s Christmas break will be one where we can all get together with our
families who have been separated by everyone having been in Covid lockdown. Here in
the ACT, we thought that we had escaped the worst of it, but we were in lockdown from 12 August. We
effectively lost some 11 weeks, staying at home and not being able to meet as a Club. However, our
Secretary did a great job sending out the Bulletin and various emails to keep us all in touch and relatively
up-to-date.
Even with lockdown concluded we are restricted on when and how we conduct meetings at the school. We
have had to meet out-of-school-hours so that we do not meet students and create a potential Covid
hotspot. While extremely unlikely as both groups are double vaxed, one can understand the caution and
note that this is probably going to occur in many areas. When you think about it, it is probably a really good
reason to keep looking for our own stand-alone venue.
And talking about finding a new and hopefully larger venue, it may be an idea to consider changing Baldwin
Park. All being well, we will soon have a second influx of Expo revenue. Maybe, we rebuild Baldwin Park,
or do we keep it so we can do renovations on a new venue? Time for us to start thinking seriously!
However, it is that time of the year to let things slow down. Relax, breathe in nature's sweet fragrance;
enjoy the chirping of the birds and the serene moments with family and friends. Here is hoping that the
Christmas and New Year period helps you end this year on a cheerful note. Make way for fresh and bright
memories of a COVID free New Year. May the magical feeling of Christmas and the New Year
celebrations, especially for us oldies, surround you all year round.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year my friends.
RobertBMorton
President
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMCRI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 1st
December 2021.
Peter Amey will present on the topic will be “How to build a helix in
1,732 easy lessons”. The presentation will be as much about the
journey across two continents to build the helix as the technical
aspects.

Building a helix is not easy, but it is achievable.
============================================================================================

THE 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc was held on the 17th of November
2021 at the Kaleen Clubroom.
The following members were elected to the Management Committee:
Bob Morton
Chris Neil
Peter Amey
Phil Young

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Committee Members

Danny Henskens
Herb Hobbs
Mal Irving
Noel Lee
Andrew Lund
Terry Smith
George Watts
The following appointments were made:
Chair of the Expo sub-committee:
Property Officer:
Bulletin Editor:
Website co-ordinator:

Chris Neil
Hardy Palethorpe
Peter Amey
David Gorell

As required by the Associations Act, The Australian Capital Territory Model Railway Society Inc
(ACTMRSI) was named as the organisation in which CMRCI vests its Surplus Property in the
event of Dissolution or Winding up of CMRCI.
It was agreed that the following Executive and Committee Members be signatories on any bank
accounts that the Management Committee sees fit to open or close:
President
Secretary

Bob Morton.
Peter Amey
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Treasurer
Committee Members:

Phil Young
Chris Neil
Andrew Lund
Terry Smith

Reports were submitted to the meeting by the
•
•
•

President
see appendix 1.
2021 Expo Report see appendix 2.
2021 Mentor Report see appendix 3.

YOUR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The following are photographs of your Management Committee members - Why? So that you can
recognise them. They are your conduit to the management of the club. If you have any ideas, comments,
commendations or complaints, these are the people to speak to.

Bob Morton
President

Chris Neil
Vice President
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Peter Amey
Secretary

Phil Young
Treasurer

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Danny Henskens
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Herb Hobbs

Mal Irving

Noel Lee
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Andrew Lund

Terry Smith

George Watts
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BUNNINGS TUGGERANONG – 9 December 2021
The first of our promotional events for the 2022 Expo will be at Bunnings Tuggeranong on Thursday 9th
December. We will participate in their Christmas Community Event and it will be a good opportunity to
promote the 2022 Expo. If we don’t tell them, they won’t know and they won’t come.
The details:
Where:

When:

Bunnings Tuggeranong

Corner Anketell & Oakden Streets
Greenway ACT 2900
Thursday 9 December – set up from 5.00pm. Operating from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm
If you would like to participate, contact Andrew Lund.

=================================================================================

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TOM

Pictured getting stuck into his
birthday cake at the club is
Tom, a young 99-year-old
veteran model railroader. We
look forward to sharing
another one in 12 months’
time.
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==========================================================================
A CAPITAL HOBBY
The history of Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.
The club history has been completed. It took months of research and writing for Ron Geeves, supported by
John Webster to bring the history to fruition.
Due to COVID, the item could not be published until after August 2021. The volume is now available for
sale at a cost of $40.00.

The President handing over the author’s copy to Ron G.
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CMRCI CHRISTMAS DINNER
The CMRCI Christmas dinner will be held at the Canberra Labor Club Belconnen, Chandler Street
Belconnen on the evening of 15th December commencing at 6:30 pm.
Last years event was good fun and this years will be also. Dress is smart casual.
The menu is:
•
•
•

Entrée – Prawn Cocktail or Caesar Salad;
Main – Roast Turkey or Ham; and
Desert – Christmas Pudding or Tiramisu.

The cost is $50 per person – Phil Young will take your reservation and your money at the same time.
=================================================================================

HISTORY CORNER

The first public railway to be constructed in Sydney roughly followed the route of the first rural road built in
the colony 60 years previously, linking Sydney and Parramatta. It was a single-track line, built by a private
company which went bankrupt 23 days before the inaugural train journey was scheduled to be made. The
Government stepped in, enabling the project to be completed on time and the line to begin taking traffic in
1855. From there on, the railway was to play a significant role in suburban development in Sydney's inner
and outer west, and later the south and north.
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The single-track line between Sydney and Parramatta was first opened to traffic on 26 September 1855, a
distance of 13 miles 28 chains (22.2 km) having cost 565,710 pounds (approx. AUD 89 million) to complete
and equip.
Locomotive No. 3 hauled the first passenger train leaving at 9 am, followed by No. 2 locomotive hauling the
official train at 11 am. No. 1 was out of service on the day. The trip to Parramatta took 50 minutes, and
stopped at all four intermediate stations - Newtown, Ashfield, Burwood and Homebush.
On the first day a total of 3,554 passengers were carried and the fares to Parramatta were 4 shillings, 3
shillings and 2 shillings respectively for 1st, 2nd and 3rd class. The event attracted crowds of people
dressed in their finery eager to be the first passengers. The service proved a great success, but the
locomotives were too heavy for the Barlow rails then in use. As lighter locomotives became available in
Sydney the original four locomotives were confined to goods train working and shunting duties. The railway
proved such a great success the track was duplicated in 1857 and quadrupled 12 years later.

Locomotive No. 1

Four locomotives and tenders were ordered from Robert Stephenson and Company of Newcastle-on-Tyne
and the carriages from Wright and Son of Birmingham.
The first of these, Locomotive No. 1, is now on display in the Powerhouse Museum. It is significant in
British railway history as it is a very rare survivor of a McConnell-designed goods express locomotive of the
early 1850s. It is believed to be the only known example of its type in the world. From 1857 Locomotive
No.1 was used mainly for hauling goods and passengers between Sydney, Campbelltown, Richmond and
Penrith. It was withdrawn from service in 1877 after 22 years of operation, having travelled 250,468 km.
With thanks to the Oz Pocket Book of Sydney

CHRISTMAS BREAK
The final meeting for the year will be on Saturday 18th December.
The first meeting for 2022 will be on Tuesday 11th January. This date depends on CMRCI being allowed
back into the clubroom during school hours. If that is not possible, members will be advised of alternative
arrangements by email.
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President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Danny Henskens, Herb Hobbs, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,
Terry Smith, George Watts.
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom
Drury, Phil Felstead

December 2021
1 December ( Wednesday)

Presentation “ How to build a layout in 1,723 easy
lessons” – Peter Amey

4 December (Sat)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.

9 December (Thurs)

Bunnings Tuggeranong

11 December (Tues)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.

15 December (Weds)

Christmas Dinner at the Canberra Labor CLub

18 Dec (Sat)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.

5-8 pm

January 2022 – NOTE: The following dates are predicated on being allowed back into the building
during school hours on Tuesdays. If there is any change members will be advised by email.
11 Jan (Tues)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.

18 Jan (Tues)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.

19 Jan (Weds)

Club meeting running night

25 Jan (Weds)

Maintenance of layouts and running sessions.
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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 2617.
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info
Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management Committee.
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Appendix 1

2020/2021 President’s Report
Although Covid was still present in the community at the beginning of 2020/21, the Club had almost returned to
normal operations, albeit we were living under restrictions, wearing masks and operating within various space
restrictions. With no income from our annual Expo last year, there was some trepidation as to how the lack of
money was going to affect us in 2020/21. However, with some excellent penny-pinching and belt tightening our
Treasurer, Phil Young, has seen us through the gloom.
Phil Felstead convinced the Committee to build a model of the Lithgow Zig Zag. The Zig Zag was part of the
switchback arrangement built across the Blue Mountains to the west of Sydney between 1863 and 1869 and
operated until 1910. It was re-opened as a volunteer-staffed heritage railway in 1975. Phil said he would provide the
wherewithal to construct the layout provided Club members helped him with the actual construction. Oh, Yeah!
However, construction is almost completed with a massive amount of electrical input by Terry Smith, Chris Neil and
Mal Irving and scenery work by Peter Amey and Peter Langhorne. The layout, even in its unfinished form brought
numerous positive comments and drew much interest at the 2021 Expo.
On 31 October 2020 we had a Saturday afternoon function where we invited Peter McEvoy’s family to come to the
Club Room and name our new display layout ‘McEvoy Junction’. It was a reminder and, I guess, a touching memorial
to our past President, Peter McEvoy. Adam and Simon McEvoy performed the naming ceremony in front of Peter’s
family, over 60 guests and our local parliamentarians, Suzanne Orr, MLA and Andrew Leigh, MHR. It was fitting that
we could also use the function to celebrate the Club’s 60th Birthday, with Phil Felstead and Tom Drury cutting the
cake for us.
Even with Covid hanging over our heads, nearly 50 of us celebrated the end-of-the-year at Christmas dinner at the
Labour Club. It was great to see so many partners present, and I hope that we will continue to do this. In fact, I
would like to see everyone there!
We were asked to help a gentleman who wanted to sell his model railway collection. When we viewed the
collection, we found some 150 locomotives, over 250 passenger carriages and over 350 goods wagons along with the
attendant structures and vehicles. Most of the collection was British and the majority OO scale. A number of Club
members picked up a few classic items and we catalogued and sold the remainder to Casula Hobbies. The Club was
paid 10% of the sale price and this helped off-set a little of the loss we had in not running Expo last year.
We went into the New Year with Covid still around and threatening. Although, fortunately, Canberra seemed to be
isolated, even if other State borders closed intermittently. So, we decided to go ahead with planning for the 2021
Canberra Model Railway Expo. We received an exemption from the ACT Government which allowed us to host up to
1,000 people at any one time at the school and this made things possible. After sending applications we ended up
with some 16 Traders and 31 Exhibitors accepting – five of the exhibition layouts coming from our own Club.
With things getting closer and planning well under way there seemed to be a gap in the Covid threat and so, we
went ahead. The Expo was, I think, one of our most successful with excellent work done by the Management
Committee under the guidance of Chris Neil, Terry Smith and Andrew Lund. Our caterer, Peter Zimmerman roped in
his wife, Val, and the food was superb and the overall costs even better. At the end of the weekend, our Treasurer,
Phil Young, was extremely happy and is looking forward to his next holiday.
One of the things that has added a little spice to the lives of the Committee has been that the school continues to
grow numerically and this is placing an inordinate amount of pressure on their requirement for classrooms. We are
going to have to move our Mentor Group from its room on the first floor down to a staff room, albeit closer to the
Club Room it is about one third the size. We are investigating our options to see if there are other ways to do things,
including finding a new home – not that any of us who live on the north side of Canberra want to move elsewhere.
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The next year looks particularly bright. As more and more of us and the community in general receive our
vaccinations against Covid we will start to operate in a more normal environment. This will make it easier to run
things like our Expo and to visit local businesses to display our layouts and advertise both the Club and the Expo.
One of the things we can look forward to is the publication of our Club History, ‘A Capital Hobby’ compiled by Ron
Geeves. This work details the history of the Club from its founding 61 years ago and includes a number of forgotten
highlights and interesting photographs from our archives.
I would like to thank the school, in particular the Principal, Daniel Mowbray, and the Business Manager, Merrielle
Read. Their support throughout the year has helped both the Club itself and the Mentor Group survive and prosper.
Our working relationship with the school is excellent and we will together through pressures being imposed by
increasing numbers of students enrolling at the school. In fact, resolving this issue will probably be our major focus
in the immediate future.
My sincere thanks to all those members who have supported the Club and helped during the CoVid-19 pandemic. I
particularly want to thank all of our committee, Chris Neil, our Vice President, Peter Amey, our Secretary, Phil Young,
our Treasurer, and Danny Henskens, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund, Mal Irving, Terry Smith and George Watts, our
Committee Members for their tireless and enthusiastic approach to the day-to-day management of the Club. I do
not believe that we are in the clear yet, but I know that we will stand together and keep the Club thriving. I do
believe that there is no one who will say that 2020/21 has not been eventful. However, it is quite amazing because I
think that all of us, have come through this period stronger and more focussed than before. I also believe that our
friendships have strengthened and we appear to be much more willing to look after and help each other.
My thanks to everyone for your support and particularly for your friendship. Let us continue to meet regularly and
keep our friendships strong and flourishing while showcasing our hobby.

President
Annual General Meeting
18 August 2021
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Appendix 2
EXPO 2021

CMRCI was not able to hold its annual Expo in 2020 because of restrictions associated with the Coronavirus
pandemic. As this event is the major fund-raising activity for the club, there was considerable nervousness
in the Committee as to whether we would suffer the same problem in 2021. Bureaucratic requirements
and doubts about the Expo, both within and by participants, meant planning for a 2021 event was late and
disrupted. Also, a gap of two years and new players in the process lead to other issues in the planning,
preparation and operation of the Expo.
Despite these problems, the Expo went ahead on the weekend of 27-28 March 2021 and was a financial
and social success. Additional effort was required to overcome some confusion and late decision changes,
as well as the extra procedures to ensure a Covid-safe environment, and this effort was greatly
appreciated. UCHSK and the school P&C both provided excellent support, and the Committee thanks them
for their assistance.
Expo attracted 14 traders and 23 exhibitors. The club also displayed our own McEvoy Junction for the first
time, as well as HI-brid and Zig Zag. Charlestown was the usual hit with the younger patrons. The
Mentoring Group had its own room, displaying both Iron Rock Pass and the work-in-progress Techtopia.
Problems with the ticketing application equipment at the start of Expo meant that gate statistics were not
totally accurate, but a reconstruction suggested that 2,096 people attended over the two days. A full
financial statement is available from the Treasurer.
To all members and their associates who assisted in the running of Expo 2021 goes a big vote of thanks.
The club’s reputation and finances were both bolstered by the ability to deliver a professionally run
exhibition in difficult times.
The experiences at this Expo prompted the committee to review and document in considerable details the
roles, responsibilities and activities required to run an Expo. This document was accepted at the
committee meeting of 20 July 2021 and will be used as the basis for future events.
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Appendix 3

THE CMRCI/UCHSK MENTORING PROGRAM
The CMRCI Mentor Group program, begun in November 2011, continues with an enthusiastic group of
students from years 7 to 10 at UCHSK. The aim of the program is to provide students with a group of
supportive adults to help develop the student’s personal and social capabilities as well as building their
self-confidence and self-reliance while building a working model railway layout. This year sessions are
conducted each Friday as an integral part of the School’s Enrich program. Sessions include planning and
design; construction; operation and advanced electrical programming.
Activities during 2020 were severely disrupted by restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic. All of term 2
was lost, and continuity during the rest of the year was difficult. The project for the year was to be a twomodule diorama employing a variety of new electronic technologies to test the student’s creativity. The
power for the trains was to come from a Digikeijs command station donated by Matt Sawtell of Models ‘n’
More. Signals, lighting and other controls would be operated from an Arduino microcontroller. A football
stadium has been constructed (AFL, of course), an overhead roadway with operating cars (Magnorail), as
well as the usual scenery items. The modules were designed to be capable of matching with the existing
fiddle yard to give the group flexibility of operations, and potentially, exhibitions. The students chose the
name “Techtopia” to reflect the technical aspects of the construction.
The aim had been to have Techtopia ready for Expo 2021, but delays meant the project was still in its early
stages as Expo approached. The group’s previous project, the award-winning Iron Rock Pass, was taken out
of storage and put into an operational state for Expo 2021, with Techtopia displayed as a work-in-progress.

Students operating trains on Iron Rock Pass at Expo 2021
Twelve students are currently signed up for the Mentor Group program, however other school priorities
mean not all turn up each week. The sessions alternate between a two-hour session on Friday morning in
week A and a one-hour session on Friday afternoon in week B. Term 3 has started, and work is now
progressing well on Techtopia. We are aiming for completion and operational running by the end of the
2021 school year.
A challenge now confronting the group results from increased enrolments at UCHSK. Classroom space is at
a premium, and the group has been advised that we will be required to relocate to a room adjacent to the
trade centre, closer to the club room but much smaller. Some adjustments are going to be required, but
we are working positively with the school to ensure the program continues. With the excellent support we
receive from the school management, we believe this will occur.
The time and efforts given by the small group of CMRCI members who mentor the students is greatly
appreciated. If any other member wants to become involved, the committee would welcome your
inclusion.
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The partly-completed Techtopia as displayed at Expo 2021
THE AIMS OF THE MENTOR PROGRAM
When the program was initiated in 2011 the aims behind it were to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide students in the program with the opportunity to relate with older people with real-life
experience.
Build student self-confidence and self-reliance.
Develop student teamwork and team achievement in a structured program.
Develop skills in the use of tools and techniques that they may not otherwise experience, using
model railways as a means of achieving this.
Introduce students to applications of computing and electronic technologies and to build both
experience and confidence in their use.
Encourage, in those students interested, an involvement in model railways as a life-long hobby and
recreation.
Provide an opportunity for the team to showcase and publicise their achievements at one or more
Model Railway exhibitions during the time of their involvement in the program.
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