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NEXT MEETING
As you are aware we will be in lockdown until 11.59pm on the 15th October. As a result,
CMRCI cannot hold meetings until after that date.
After the 15th October we will be able to meet, subject to a limit of 25 people, however the 1
person per 4 sqm rule will also apply.
Given the space available to us and the numbers involved, it is therefore impractical to hold
meetings until after the spacing limitations are reduced to 1 person per 2 sq. m, i.e., after the
29th October. Subject to any further changes, it seems that our next meeting will be Tuesday
2nd November 2021.
Members will be advised of meetings closer to the date. Your Management Committee is
meeting by Zoom to keep things on track.
Stay safe, stay sane.

================================================================
THE 2022 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO
The invitations for our annual Expo have been sent to potential exhibitors and traders.
Obviously, the Expo is subject to whatever COVID -19 restrictions apply at the time.
The dates are 26/27 March 2022 at the UCHS Kaleen.
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A VISIT TO THE WORKSHOPS RAIL MUSEUM IPSWICH -By PeterA
On arriving at the Museum, we found that the car park was nearly full, but the entrance was
easily located – at the end of a long queue. The delay was exacerbated by the requirement
to check in on the Queensland app. Masks were mandatory – no mask, no entry.
Railway workshops were built at Ipswich in 1864 close to the location of the first railway in
Queensland. The railway workshops were needed to assemble imported locomotives and
rolling stock and undertake repairs for the new railway. Railways were expanded very
quickly and demands on the workshops increased. The Ipswich Railway Workshops were
soon overcrowded. New buildings were built between 1884 and 1888 about 1 km north of
the original workshops.
Construction of new railway workshops began on the current site in 1900. The original site
ceased operation in 1907. In its heyday the workshop employed 3,000 people
The Ipswich Railway Workshop continues working to this day. The workforce is much
reduced from its peak but continues as a valued heritage workshop for the railways.
The museum is part of the Museum of Queensland and as you would expect the exhibits are
on a large scale and well set out. People traffic was well managed, given the COVID rules
applying. The emphasis is on exhibits for the general public, rather than for railway
enthusiasts. Having said that, however, there is plenty for the enthusiast to enjoy, but more
locomotives and rolling stock would have been welcome.
The Workshops, as it is affectionately known, is a site steeped in history. The very first train
to run in Queensland steamed from here to Bigges Camp, now Grandchester, over 145
years ago.

The front entrance.
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View down the main drag – most of these buildings are empty and in need of some
TLC.
There is a strong emphasis on children and children’s activities and education through the
extensive use of Thomas the Tank Engine and friends. Judging by the racket in that area,
the Thomas exhibits and activities were very popular. My visit was during the school
holidays, so it was very busy.

Part of the children’s section at the Museum – Thomas the Tank Engine and friends.
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The live Fat Controller in action.

The Australian Standard Garratt
Among the major exhibits is a 4-8-2 + 2-4-8 Beyer Garratt Australian Standard Garratt.
Thirty of these machines were built in the period 1950-51. They weighed in at about 140 tons
and had a tractive effort of 32,770 lbf.
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They were subject to much positive publicity when introduced but failed to live up to all
expectations. They were attributed with saving 19,500 miles of assistant and goods engine
running on the Bundaberg – Rockhampton – Emerald sections between October 1950 and
June 1951.
Steaming difficulties were encountered with South Queensland coal, however, they
performed well on Blair Athol coal. Limited coal and water capacity caused worries. General
overhauls cost about three times that of other QR locomotives.
The Garratt’s were soon replaced by diesel locomotives, firstly on passenger trains and then
goods trains. The final Garratt locomotives were removed from service at the end of the
steam era in 1969. No.1009 is the only survivor of Queensland Railways Garratts.

A view of part of the
Museum building
showing its large size. A
heck of a train shed (!).
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19th century bogie – note the wooden cross beams and carriage mount.

A pump action work trolley and tools in use at the time. These were used well into the
20th Century.
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The Workshops Model Railway Layout

The above section of the layout shows narrow gauge operations during the cane
harvesting season and delivery to the sugar mill.
The Museum has a large model railway layout which drew an interested audience.
The layout is designed to represent various Queensland environments, such as sugar cane
farming, tropical bush, country towns, etc. The trackwork consists of a number of discrete
tracks (similar to Charlestown) each track being dedicated to a separate environment.
Like McEvoy Junction, the trackwork is not intended for operations, but to show off
Queensland Rail’s locos and rolling stock and to represent various Queensland
environments. It consists of a number of discrete tracks, one per scene and a long main line
around the edges of the layout.

A Queensland country scene
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Country railway station

General view
The Museum is well worth a visit – perhaps not during school holidays, however.
======================================================================

HOW MANY MODEL RAILROADERS DOES IT TAKE TO CHANGE A
LIGHTBULB??
One who actually changes the lightbulb and the others who:

•

never changed a lightbulb in their life but reckon you’re doing it all wrong

•

say that lightbulb would be better in another colour and

•

have one at home that's much better than yours:

•

think that you should use a bayonet not an Edison screw.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE WITH TRACK JOINS ON CURVES – By RonG.
Dissatisfaction with the performance of track curves on the joiner sections at either end of Iron
Rock Pass at our 2021 Expo led to some radical rebuilding of the track. Phil and Herb spent
some considerable time getting the curves as smooth as possible, and there was a change
from the previous “butt” joins where the track pieces joined in the same plane. Staggered joins
were used, and these stopped any instances of “kinking” previously experienced.
The photo below shows the rough line (in red) of the previous curvature. Wagons now move
through the curve much more freely and smoothly.

The second photo below shows the staggered join, with the inside rail joined where the
finger indicates, and the outside rail is joined in the location indicated by the cutters.
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And a bonus tip (courtesy of Phil): Where sleepers need to be replaced at joins, a pair of
joined sleepers have the moulded rail “chairs” removed except for the outer chairs on one
side. Between the now-removed chairs on the opposite side, a slight groove is filed, and this
will sit under the far rail. When the rails have been joined successfully, the two sleepers can
be inserted from one side, with the lone moulded chairs locking the sleepers in place as they
are the last to come in contact the rail, next to your fingers.

======================================================================

“I can see nothing to hinder a steam carriage moving on its ways
with a velocity of 100 miles an hour.” — Colonel John Stevens, 1812
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WHAT AND WHERE IS THIS STRUCTURE?
MichaelH has been busy during the lockdown and has scratchbuilt this large edifice. It is
located in our region and would be familiar to some. If you know the answer - well done. If
not. Turn to the last page of this edition for the answer.

================================================================
AROUND THE CLUBROOM
As the clubroom has been a bit empty for the last few weeks, have a look at these random
photos of past U-drives from previous editions. In some cases, the name of the
photographer has been lost – apologies to those concerned.

The builders of the original children’s U-Drive – February 2011
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The finished layout – February 2011

The same layout in action on its first outing. Seen at Hall Markets in the old stables.
March 2011
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Smith’s Crossing In action at Bunnings – March 2018

And at the Multi-Cultural Festival – JohnM in charge. February 2014
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No memories of the U-Drives would be complete without Ron and his….interesting…
friends
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HISTORY CORNER

An 1887 photo of a NSWGR F351 Class locomotive No. 366, complete with crew,
foreman and the inevitable small boy.
Described as “A wee class of engine with a big story, the F351’s were the result of two
warring engineers going behind each other’s back. They were poorly suited for their role as
passenger engines and suffered major derailments. They were quicky transferred to
shunting duties. Despite their turbulent start, they lasted right until the end of steam.”
(original source unknown)
1042 was given an overhaul as late as 1970 at the age of 83 years and continued working
until February 1973, only three months shy of 86 years in service and having completed
401,359 km (249,446 miles) of logged running.
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President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew
Lund, Terry Smith, George Watts.
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey,
John Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead

October 2021
No meetings – COVID Lockdown

November 2021 (note: The following dates are dependent on the COVID situation.
Any changes will be advised by email.)
2 Nov (Tues)
3 Nov (Weds)
9 Nov (Tues)
16 Nov (Tues)
17 Nov (Weds)
23 Nov (Tues)
30 Nov (Tues)

Continuing work on club layouts
Annual General Meeting
Continuing work on club layouts
Continuing work on Club layouts
Running night – all welcome
Continuing work on club layouts
Continuing work on club layouts
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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT
2617.
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info
Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management
Committee.

THE ANSWER TO MICHAEL’S QUIZ:
It's the former dairy CO-OP at Bomaderry. Still standing. Built 1934ish. Do a Google
for Bomaderry dairy siding will get you some photos from early 2000's. Dimensions of
my model are roughly 220mm deep by 540mm long by 130mm high currently. (I still
have some roof details to add which will increase that). It will sit at the back of my
yard.
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FOR SALE
From MIchael Wynn – 0421352629
Mr Wynn has offered for sale the following layout:
“The layout is Noch "Mittenwald" layout with both left- and right-hand extensions. It has a
custom front board on it as a train storage/shunting yard and it has the Marklin catenary all
over it. The layout is operable, but if it needs to be pulled apart for transport it won't be and a
lot of the catenary would need to be removed. I have previously moved it in one piece in a
small pantek truck.
The layout is 4m long x 1.5m wide. It is HO scale, DC (analogue). It belonged to my
grandfather who built the layout over the years. It is functional although there are some
imperfections with some of the points.”
Mr Wynn is seeking $2,900 for the layout including all locomotives and rolling stock.
If you have an interest in this item, please contact Mr Wynn direct for more details and
photographs on 0421352629 or Email: mtwynn86@gmail.com
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