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Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc 

May 2021 
 

 

NEXT MEETING – PLEASE NOTE 

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the UCHS Kaleen clubroom at 7:30 pm on 

Wednesday 5th May 2021. Due to the absence of the scheduled speaker, the 5th of May will 

be a running night. 

On Wednesday 19th May, Chris Neil will discuss Peco “Electrofrog and Insulfrog” points, a 

topic of interest and puzzlement to many of us. 

====================================================================== 

CMRCI/UCHSK MENTOR PROGRAM - ChrisN 
The Mentor Program run as a partnership between the club and the school remains very 
active.  There are currently twelve students from years 7 to 10 enrolled with the group and 
six of us at the club who turn up to help out and monitor the work done by the students. 
 
The Mentor group once again had a dedicated room at the Expo to display the most recent 
completed layout, Iron Rock Pass, together with the new layout, Techtopia, as a work in 
progress.  There were a few problems with the operation of Iron Rock Pass due to the short 
notice for getting it Expo-ready, but the students pitched in and spent a deal of time 
correcting defects and re-laying track over the weekend, to the amazement of some of the 
visitors.   
 
One of the highlights of the weekend was the arrival of a TV news crew from the ABC who 
wanted to do a segment on the Expo, and specifically the Mentor group.  A short piece 
appeared on ABC news on the Sunday night with Todd and Mikyla both giving interviews. 
 
The rest of the year will be dedicated to a joint program – refining the fiddle yard that is used 
for the existing layouts (and to be used for Techtopia) and finishing Techtopia.  There is 
considerable work to do on track power as well as landscaping and lighting on Techtopia, 
but with thirty weeks left in the school year and the enthusiasm of the students we should get 
it finished.    
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We have also taken the decision to dispense with the oldest layout, Queanbeyan, since we 
do not have the space or manpower to maintain three layouts.  
 
The Mentor group meets every Friday, alternating between a morning session and an 
afternoon session.  If anyone has a query about the program, or wants to assist, get in touch 
with Chris Neil. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

WORTH A LOOK by Ron G 
Now that the 2021 Canberra Model Railway Expo is over, I have found some time to do a little 
casual browsing on the internet.  
 
I had another look at the website for my old 1:1 ratio tourist railway in Cooma, where I spent 
a few years in the 1990’s and later returned at weekends in the early 2000’s as a volunteer to 
help crew the CPH railmotors that ran from Cooma north to Chakola, on the banks of the 
Numeralla River.   
 
The website is worth a look on a regular basis (https://cmrailway.org.au/ ) , as the reinvigorated 
Cooma-Monaro Railway team is working hard to get part of the line restored and again have 
the CPH railmotors running on the Monaro. 
 
You may have noticed the Eureka models (http://eurekamodels.com.au/ ) of the CPH running 
on McEvoy Junction, our Club HO Scale exhibition layout, earlier this year and at Expo. 
Cooma-Monaro railway has 3 of the railmotors, and No’s 6 & 22 were running regularly during 
the time that I was an active member of that organisation. The organisation has also worked 
on getting CPH No. 8 back into operation, and there is a non-powered trailer, CTH No. 55, 
that can be added to the consist. The trailer was rebuilt as a special function vehicle with a 
small food preparation/storage area and around-the wall seating, and I vividly remember 
working on one occasion in that vehicle as a hospitality steward serving drinks and canapes 
to a wedding party. 
 

 
CPH No. 22 leads CPH No. 6 on a trip to Chakola in 2011. 

https://cmrailway.org.au/
http://eurekamodels.com.au/
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One interesting aspect of the CTH trailers is that they have a driving compartment at one end, 
and an electrical “umbilical cord” between vehicles allows the driver in the trailer vehicle to 
control the motor in the attached CPH unit. The units do not have auto couplers, but still use 
the chain and hook couplers from a much earlier era. 
 

 
CPH awaiting passengers at McEvoy Junction. 
 
Heading north towards Canberra from Cooma station, the original tourist railway ran on well-
maintained & ballasted track through Snowy Junction (adjacent to the racecourse), past 
Bunyan where there was a rail-served facility bringing cement powder for the Snowy 
Mountains Hydro Electric Scheme (Snowy 1), across Cooma Creek on a long, curved trestle 
bridge, and it followed the line of Cooma Creek until it fed into the Numeralla River near 
Chakola. A new station was built at Bunyan and a replica station building was built on the 
existing platform at Chakola. 
 
I read with interest from the Cooma-Monaro Railway website that the reinvigorated 
organisation plans to run trains from Snowy Junction to the north of Cooma to Rock Flat in the 
south, towards Nimmitabel. The main reasons for looking southwards for operations are stated 
as: 

• the ongoing asset maintenance costs for rail infrastructure is significantly less. 

• the pioneer line standard of track (less costly to restore/maintain) 

• the reduced number of large timber bridging & culverts 

• no boundary fencing requirements 

• the ballast used is dirt or ash. 

• most of the vegetation control within the corridor is taken care of by livestock. 
 
 
It is interesting to reflect that the reasons why the original Cooma-Monaro Railway 
organisation chose to run trains in the opposite direction, i.e., to the north of Cooma, was that 
the track and bridge infrastructure at that stage (apart from the John Whitton era timber bridge 
over the Numeralla River at Chakola) were in good condition, having been maintained by the 
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NSW Govt. railways up until the line closure. Thirty plus years on from that time, the ravages 
of time and weather have negated those previous advantages. 
 
The CPH railmotors used at Cooma were of 1923 vintage and were on their third form of motor 
units. They now have 150HP GM Diesel motors, and the diesel fuel “doubles up” as the fluid 
that operates the hydraulic converter that sits behind the motor as well as fuelling the motor 
itself.  
 
The railmotors had the distinct advantage of having a driving cab at both ends, so that no 
turning was required to travel in the reverse direction. A guard’s cabin at the centre of the 
vehicle provided space for that person plus was useful for the carriage of parcels. They were 
much cheaper to run and required less maintenance than most steam locos. They required a 
crew of two for operations on branch lines and outer suburban services. 
 
If you have not already looked at the Cooma-Monaro Railway website or visited Cooma on 
one of the advertised weekend Market days, it may be worth your while. The website again is: 
https://cmrailway.org.au/   
 

 
 
Triple car CPH 
arriving at McEvoy 
Junction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://cmrailway.org.au/
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Eureka Models still have some CPH railmotor model and trailers for sale (with sound fitted) 
and it may still be possible to purchase on eBay or similar site one of the former Lloyds Models 
railmotor kits. Bergs Hobbies (http://bergshobbies.com.au/store-details.php?d=25) were 
advertising 2nd hand brass models in a recent search, but these are expensive. 
 
An observer of the CMRCI layouts can still see, from time to time, CPH railmotors and trailers 
serving the needs of HO scale travellers, especially on McEvoy Junction.  
 
If you wish to run your CPH models in multiple units, then they should be marshalled so that 
their above-body radiator grills are not adjacent to each other. Having radiator grills adjacent 
to each other in summer would severely impede air cooling for the motors. 
 
(Photos by RonG)  

================================================================ 

ONE FOR DAVID & DENNIS 
After a talking sheepdog gets all the sheep in the pen, he reports back to the farmer. 
 
“All 40 accounted for.” 
 
“But I only have 36 sheep,” said the farmer. 
 
“I know,” said the sheepdog. “But I rounded them up.” 
 
===================================================================== 

 
 
A LIFT OUT ACCESS HATCH - PeterA 
This is a very useful way of creating an access for hidden tracks on your layout. If you have 
trains going through tunnels, or if you have different levels of tracks with trains going over 
and under each other, you almost certainly have hidden track areas with limited or no 
access.  
 
On my layout I have 3 tracks running under the Mt Carmody Coal Mine.  They are the two 
mainline tracks and a major branch line leading to Gardner River. The tracks underground 
are about 2.2m long.  Needless to say, it is impossible to clean them or to remove derailed 
vehicles or other obstacles.  I struggled with this problem for years – dirty track that I could 
not clean and various obstacles such as derailed cars led to considerable frustration, bad 
language and a huge waste of time. 
 
Depending on the scenery at your location, it could be practicable to make a hole either in 
the top or the side of the scenery to allow access to the tracks.  The trick is to do this in such 
a way that it is practical, accessible, and easy to use.  And not noticeable when the hatch 
cover is replaced. This may require some ingenuity and imagination!! 
 
Find a place where you can access the tracks easily and insert cleaning rods, cloths, etc and 
if needed, tongs to remove wreckage or derailed cars. 
 
In my case, there was sufficient room at the Mt Carmody yards to cut out a section making a 
hole big enough to accomplish the tasks mentioned above. 
 

http://bergshobbies.com.au/store-details.php?d=25
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The hole adjacent to the Mt Carmody yard, with cleaning materials ready to go.  Note 
the tracks below.  No obstacles such as buildings, track, foliage, etc and clear access 
to the tracks. 
 
However, before you cut such a hole you must: 
 

• Establish where the bearers are – cutting through one of them could be disastrous. 

• Establish what wiring you have underneath and where it is.  Obviously cutting cables is 
not a good thing to do either. 

• Make sure that your drill bit/saw blade will not reach the tracks when you drill or cut. 
 

On my layout I had to move one set of droppers and divert a cable bus so that they would 
not snag any cleaning equipment being fed into the hole. 
 
Concealing such a hole may not be easy.  One method is to make a base plate to enable the 
removal of a whole section of scenery (i.e., a hill or mountain or a village or a section of the 
town, not just where you need the access.  Another is to have a base plate/hatch cover on 
which there are buildings which slightly overlap the hatch cover. 
 

Photo taken from the same spot after replacement of the building and truck. This is 
about eye level - in this case about 1.35 m above the floor. 
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As you can see from the photo, I have used a building, the placement of a truck and the 
height of the baseboard to conceal the hatch.  I was fortunate in that the foliage in front of 
the yard and the height makes the hatch very difficult to see. 
 
Once the job is finished, place the hatch back in place on the layout. Use underbrush, vines 
or foliage to hide the edges of the hatch.  Make sure you use something here that would be 
easy to put back in place if the scenery gets slightly disrupted when you replace the lift-out 
hatch after it has been removed. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

FOR SALE – QUEANBEYAN 
 
Due to an acute shortage of space, CMRCI is offering the front section of the Queanbeyan 
layout for sale.   

 

  
Queanbeyan in action. 
 
Only the front section is for sale – the fiddle yard and connecting tracks will be used on other 
layouts.  There is no power supply, but the track is Peco 100, and the points are Peco as well.  
Point motors are Cobalt. 
 
If you have an interest in inspecting or bidding for this item, please talk to Chris Neil. 
 
====================================================================== 

A train track and a motorway walk into a bar. The train track says, “a pint for me, please, 
and one for the road”. 

================================================================ 
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THE SHORT STORY OF THE EXTON LAYOUT - By John K. 
I started this layout in 2011, after our move from Tasmania to Bonny Hills, in that year. Our 
new location was a unit in a residential park, so space to build a layout was very limited. I 
bought a garden shed, that was on special at a local hardware shop for only $500, a 
bargain, it measured 3.2m x 2.2m inside, and I was able to erect it in our long carport. 
 
I then built my layout inside this shed, I also had to build two removable bridges, as the shed 
had two separate doorways, one for entry and one I cut in the wall of the shed, to gain 
access to a tiny workshop (1.8m X 1.8m). 
 
I painted the outside of the shed green and I painted the inside sky blue after I had lined it 
with 3 mm MDF. 
 
The Layout. 
I then constructed supports for the layout. I used treated timber for the supports and MDF for 
the layout base, the base was 600mm wide. The layout was not connected to the shed in 
any way, it was then easy to remove it from the shed when and if the time came. 
 
The plan I had in mind was a simple oval with two stations, a full size one and a smaller one. 
Later I came up with the name “Exton” for the stations and for the whole layout. 
 
Exton is the name of a small village in Tasmania, and although the main Northwest line runs 
through the town, my track plan bore no relation to it or any other real place. 
 
The Bridges 
After I had finalised my plan, I began construction of the two bridges. One was similar to the 
old Hawksbury River road bridge and the other was a simple over arch bridge. 

                                                                                     

 
           
These were of my own design and were from 9 mm square hard wood. They had to be 
strong because they would have to be removed for access and then replaced, whenever I 
wanted to run trains on the layout.      
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Laying the Track. 
All track used was Peco 100 and track pins were used to hold it in place. 
 
The track was a double loop, with separate power supplies, that meant I would be able have 
two trains running at the same time and under separate control on a D.C. layout. All very 
simple really. I then added a third power supply for the freight yard, so that two or three 
people could operate three trains at the same time. The result was a virtual DCC layout 
without the cost. I used an old sound system with tape and CD players for background noise 
effects.   
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A bit of explanation. I had plenty of used items on hand from my first layout, I also wanted to 
keep cost to a minimum. 
 
I had assembled a number of kit buildings, stations and houses etc. I always try to use what I 
have on hand plus natural materials and odd and ends that I have collected over the years. 
 
I find there are many uses for old toys, wood and plastic parts and anything that looks 
interesting. Op shops are a great source of these bits and can be bought at minimal cost. 
(Photos by John K) 
 
====================================================================== 
 

LAYOUT TOURS 
Several club members offered their layouts for inspection during the enforced shut-down 
over the school holidays.  Many thanks to TerryS, George, MichaelC, Noel and PeterA for 
making their time and layouts available. 
 

 
Members admiring MichaelC’s  “ Snakey Gully” layout.  The layout is still developing 
– a fiddle yard is next on the list. 
 

 
MichaelC, Dennis, Graeme and David discussing PeterA’s layout ‘The Creswell Line”.   
 
The visits took place on 6,7 and 13 April during normal club meeting hours. 
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================================================================ 

 

REPAIR JOB 
The following email has been received.  Ms Stead has also been referred to AMSA.  If 
anyone would like to help, please contact Ms Stead direct. 
 
“Hello 
 
I am trying to find someone who can restore a toy Peter Pan sewing machine. I thought that 
maybe one of your members could be interested in such a project. There seems to be 
information online on restoration of such machines. I would love to have the 
machine working again and would be willing to make an appropriate donation to your club. 
 
Gillian Stead 
0418 418 820 
CRACE, ACT” 
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HISTORY CORNER 

 

“Bendigo to London.” In this hand-painted post card, the Victorian Railways proudly 

announces that 450 tons of gold have been transported from the Bendigo fields. The 

photograph features gas-lit signals and new A-class steam locomotives. It is undated 

but perhaps there are enough clues to guess the year? 

At today’s high prices, that 450 tons of gold works out at being worth about 32.03 billion 

AUD.  That would put a dent in the mortgage! 

The gold exported to Britain in the 1850s paid off all of Britain's foreign debts and helped lay 

the foundation of her enormous commercial expansion in the latter half of the century. 

Photo and text courtesy of the Public Records Office of Victoria 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

 Secretary: Peter Amey  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members:  

   Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,  

Terry Smith, George Watts. 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John 

Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 

MAY 2021 

4 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

5 May (Weds) Club meeting.  Running night 

11 May (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

18 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

19 May (Weds) Club meeting – Topic – Electrofrog and Insulfrog - 
ChrisN 

25 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

JUNE  2021 

1 June (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 June (Weds) Club Meeting Topic TBA 

8 June  (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

15 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 June (Weds) Running night – all welcome 

22 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 
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29 June (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.   

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/

