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NEXT MEETING
As previously advised the school’s electrical system will be off-line over the April school
holidays for an upgrade. Consequently, there will be no electricity for lighting or power from
2 -19 April.
That means that there will be no CMRCI meetings on the 6th, 7th or 13 April. Meetings will
resume on the 20th of April.
As you are aware, there will be a number of visits to members layouts. If you have not
already done so, put your name down. You will find it interesting and who knows, you might
learn something or get some new ideas. An email on the subject has already been sent out
– a follow up will be sent soon.

2021 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO
As this edition is distributed, the preparations for the 32nd Expo are coming together to make
sure that everything, including COVID -19 precautions, are in place. The Expo will be the
result of weeks of hard work and negotiations by the Expo Management Team, at a very
difficult time.
They deserve our thanks and plaudits. The team are:
MANAGEMENT TEAM
• Expo Co-ordinator:
• Assistant Co-ordinator:
• Site Manager:
• Finance
• Registrar:
• CoVId-19 Manager:
• Caterer:

Chris Neil
Andrew Lund
Terry Smith
Phil Young
Mal Irving
Bob Morton
Peter Zimmermann
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As you are aware, the Expo is our main fund-raising venture for the year – it pays for rent,
equipment and parts, insurance for you and the club, even your tea, coffee and biscuits.
The club needs your support at this vital event. Please make what time you have available
for the benefit of your club and your colleagues.
We are expecting a very good roll-up to view the usual range of layouts and exhibits. If you
haven’t already done so, spread the word. Come along to enjoy our first Expo in two years,
and possibly the first large model train exhibition in the southern hemisphere in a year.

================================================================
SUPPLEMENTARY BULLETIN
A supplementary edition of The Bulletin will be published after the Expo.

================================================================
HALL MARKETS
On Sunday 7th March, CMRCI took the Charlestown layout to Hall Markets to promote the
forthcoming Expo. We were a little doubtful as to the numbers that would go to a mass
gathering such as the markets in these difficult times, but we were, frankly, very surprised at
the large numbers that attended.
Charlestown was besieged by kids and families. By the end of the day, the crew had
distributed hundreds of flyers and chatted with many potential patrons. All in all, a very
successful day.

Part of the crowd that was present around the layout all day. (Photo by ChrisN)
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Thanks to the team who made the event possible and thanks to Hartley Lifecare inc. for
making the space available at the market.
================================================================

VISITORS
On 2 March we welcomed the return of Phil the Elder and family members. Phil was
accompanied by his daughter Jan, Grand-daughter Kirsten and Great Grand-daughter
Stella.

Phil inspecting progress on the Zig – Zag.

The Felstead representatives (L – R) Stella, Kirsten, Jan and Phil.
3

Driver – in – Training – under
supervision.

Stella showing Great Grandad
how to do it.

Tom presenting Jan with a pair of vintage cast metal locomotives. He also provided
some vintage tracks and points for her collection.
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CANBERRA BLIND SOCIETY
Following the visit of the Canberra Blind Society representatives and their presentation of
magnification and illumination equipment, the following follow up letter has been received:
“Hi Peter,
Thanks for allowing Heather and myself to present last night.
Our website is

www.canberrablindsociety.org.au

Address is - Griffin Centre
6/20 Genge Street
Canberra City
Opening Hours 10 to 4pm Tuesday to Friday.
We are able to purchase those portable lights with battery operation that attach to your belt
buckle. They are made to attach directly to glasses purchased from a normal
Optometrist and so easy to fit. Cost including gst and drop ship to a person's home is $
219.00. RRP is $267.41 (gst incl)+ shipping if purchasing online.
Please come back to us with any other question
Kind Regards Glenn
======================================================================

PECO TRACK RUBBERS AND TRACK CLEANING
Just to be clear, I have a number of PECO track rubbers around my layout, usually stationed
on or near the control panels. I use them – but only to remove paint or glue that I have spilt
onto the tracks. If you are as clumsy as I am, that happens far too often.
The problem is that the PECO track rubbers and other similar products are abrasive. They
scratch the surface of the rail and over time that leads to dirt, paint, etc accumulating in
those scratches with a consequent reduction in electrical connectivity.
If your tracks just need a routine surface clean to remove the product of the oxidisation
process that occurs when current passes between metals, I suggest that you use a clean
cloth to apply a commercial track cleaner fluid or methylated spirit or Isocol (the stuff in the
green bottle). There are a wide range of cleaning fluids available – just Google it and see.
Similarly, there are a wide range of commercial wagons that you can use to clean track – I
use a Centreline and it is reasonably effective, particularly on long straight stretches.
Walthers has a “track clean box car” that has a cleaning pad under the wagon. Even Triang
had one. Again, Google it and see what is available.
One thing about track cleaning cars is that they do leave a slight residue on the rail from the
cleaning fluid, so consider using a clean dry cloth to wipe the track after the cleaning wagon
has passed over it.
Some operators use a strip of Masonite fixed to the bottom of a wagon such that it
continuously slides along the rail removing dirt as it goes.
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The Woodland Scenics Tidy Track tool is very useful, particularly in crowded layouts where
tracks come close the buildings, etc. The pads that go with it are a bit expensive, but worth
it. Again, it leaves a residue so a quick pass with a clean dry cloth afterwards completes the
job.
If anyone else has any good advice on this subject, please let me know.
PeterA
=====================================================================
CRASH!!!
There was a man who drove trains for a living. He loved his job. Driving a train had been his
dream ever since he was a child.
He loved to make the train go as fast as possible. Unfortunately, one day he was a little too
reckless and caused the train to crash. He made it out, but another person died.
The driver went to court over the incident. He was found guilty and was sentenced to death.
When the day of the execution arrived, the driver requested a single banana as his last
meal. After eating the banana, he was strapped into the electric chair. The switch was
flipped, sparks flew, smoke filled the air … but nothing happened. The man was fine.
At the time, there was a law that if an execution failed it was seen as being divine
intervention, so the man was freed.
Miraculously, he was given back his old job as a train driver.
Unsurprisingly, he had not learnt from his old ways and was driving with reckless abandon
when, again, the train crashed, and this time two people were killed.
At the trial, the man was convicted and sentenced to death. For his final meal, he requested
two bananas. After eating them, he was strapped into the electric chair. The switch was
flipped, sparks flew, smoke filled the room … but again, the man was unharmed. He was
free to go.
They were struggling for train drivers, so the man found his old job was still available.
To the surprise of no one, he crashed another train by being reckless. Three people died this
time. The train driver was once again found guilty and sentenced to death.
On the day of his execution, he requested his final meal: three bananas.
“You know what? No,” said the executioner. “I’ve had it with you and your silly bananas and
walking out of here unharmed. You’re not getting a thing to eat! We’re doing this now!”
It was against protocol, but the train driver was strapped to the electric chair without anything
to eat. The switch was pulled. sparks flew, smoke filled the room. When the smoke cleared,
the man was revealed to be unharmed. The executioner was speechless.
The train driver looked at the executioner and said, “Oh, the bananas had nothing to do with
it. I’m just a bad conductor.”

6

THE VALUE OF RAIL
The following fact sheet from the Australasian Railway Association is published with thanks.
Makes interesting reading.
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM

The new Expo banner donated by Tony Sands son in law of Phil the Elder.

The President presenting Sam with his
membership certificate.
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The Zig – Zag layout is finished – well, some more trees would be nice. Neville from
the scenery team checking out the final product. The technicians have given it a final
check and it is ready for display at the Expo.

AndyL bought in two of his current projects to show to members. The first is a model of the
Lyceum Cinema, complete with flashing lights, patrons and ticket booth.

The Lyceum Cinema – almost time for the evening screening.
The other is a sign that changes in an established pattern. Maybe we can persuade
Andy to do an article on how he did it. In the meantime, Well Done Andy.
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The sign showing one phase of its changes – pity we can’t show it in action.

Andy demonstrating the structure of the cinema building.
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HISTORY CORNER

Have you visited the Farrell Flat silo art? If you didn’t know, Farrell Flat is a small town
located 20 kilometres east of Clare and 22 kilometres southwest of Burra in South Australia.
This silo art was completed in November 2020 and is now the 9th silo to join the South
Australian silo art trail.
This silo art is by local Adelaide artists Jarrod Soden and Matthew Knights and it depicts the
last train to pass through this historic township. Thanks to ABC Adelaide and Mardi Zeunert.
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Of course there are many more of these murals in NSW, Victoria and SA. Well worth a look,
if you are in the wheatbelt visiting these area’s.

Silo art with a railway theme at Colbinabbin, Victoria by Tim Bowtell. Thanks to Stuart
Smith for permission to publish.
======================================================================
I’ve been meaning to make a list of bad railroad puns…but I keep getting sidetracked.

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc.
Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT
2617.
See website for further information - www.cmrci.info
Email: cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management
Committee.
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President: Bob Morton
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,
Terry Smith, George Watts.
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John
Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse.

APRIL 2021
6 Apr (Tues)
7 Apr (Weds)
13 Apr (Tues)
20 Apr (Tues)
21 Apr (Weds)
27 Apr (Tues)

No meeting – school closed. Layout tours
No meeting – school closed. Layout tours
No meeting – school closed. Layout tours
Continuing work on Club layouts
Running night – all welcome
Continuing work on Club layouts

MAY 2021
4 May (Tues)
5 May (Weds)
11 May (Tues)
18 May (Tues)
19 May (Weds)
25 May (Tues)

Continuing work on Club layouts
Club meeting. Topic - TBA
Continuing work on club layouts
Continuing work on Club layouts
Running night – all welcome
Continuing work on Club layouts
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