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Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club 

November 2020 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 
7th November 2020. 
 

 

60th ANNIVERSARY AND THE NAMING OF MCEVOY JUNCTION 
Despite the dark, dismal weather and the driving rain, 63 CMRCI members and families 
gathered at the clubroom on Saturday afternoon 31st October 2020 to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the club’s founding and to formally name our new exhibition layout after our 
late President, Mr Peter McEvoy. 
 
The McEvoy’s were represented by Adam McEvoy and his extended family.   
 
Other notable guests were local Parliamentary Representatives Dr Andrew Leigh MP 
Federal Member for Fenner and his son; and recently re-elected Ms Suzanne Orr MLA, 
Member for Yerrabi in the ACT Legislative Assembly. 
 

 
A section of the crowd on the day. 
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The CMRCI President Bob Morton spoke briefly on the 
reason for the meeting and the contribution of Peter McEvoy 
over the years.   
 
He invited brothers Adam and Simon McEvoy to place the 
signboard naming the layout after their father.  Adam spoke 
briefly on behalf of the family in reply, commenting on the 
how much his father enjoyed being a member of CMRCI and 
the benefits he gained from it. 
 

 

 
The McEvoy brothers placing the sign to commemorate their father, our Late 
President. 

 
Job done – to the applause of members. 
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The 60th Anniversary of the club was celebrated in a short speech by Bob Morton and the 
cutting of a cake by our two most senior members Tom Drury and Phil Felstead. 

 
Tom and Phil cutting the 60th Anniversary cake. 
 
Members were very generous in their contributions to the afternoon tea – there is plenty left 
for Tuesday morning guys! The afternoon tea was served throughout the afternoon and 
Baldwin Park, Charlestown and McEvoy Junction layouts were all available to run trains. 
 

 
Members attending the function – one for the History, Ron. 
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Thanks to the hard work and participation of members, it was a very successful and convivial 
afternoon. 
 
(Thanks to RonG and ThereseL for the photos) 
 
====================================================================== 

PUBLICATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE CMRCI 

The history is nearing completion.  See page 13 for information on the publication date and 
how to purchase a copy. 

=============================================================== 

TIM FISCHER AC 
As you probably know the late Tim Fischer who was an Australian politician rising to the 
position of the Leader of the National Party and Deputy Prime Minister during the Howard 
Government.  He was later Australia’s Ambassador to the Holy See. 
   
He was an enthusiastic supporter of railways.  He was involved in the Adelaide to Darwin 
Railway and travelled on the first new Ghan in 2004.  He also made a technical/historical 
study of rail gauges. In 2007 he led the Rail Freight Network Review into rail freight in 
Victoria, as commissioned by the Victorian Government.  The V class GT46C locomotive 
V544, owned and operated by Pacific National, is named after him. 
 
Between 2008 and 2009, Fischer hosted three series of ABC Local Radio podcasts The 
Great Train Show, covering a wide range of railway topics from around the world and within 
Australia. 
 
He wrote and had published a dozen or so books on railways, military history and Sci-Fi.  
Some of us have one of those books, “Trains Unlimited” in our collections.  
 
Among his many railway duties was the opening of our annual exhibition in 2014 at which he 
took particular interest in the Mentoring Group. 

 
Tim Fischer with some of the Mentoring Group at our annual exhibition in 2014.  He 
presented the Group with his chart on Great World Railway Gauges. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_transport_in_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_transport_in_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABC_Local_Radio
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 In October 2018, Tim Fischer was diagnosed with acute leukaemia. He died on 22 August 
2019 in Albury at the age of 73.  He attributed the illness to exposure to Agent 
Orange during his service in Vietnam.  He was given a state funeral, which was held 
in Albury on 29 August 2019. 
 

 

 

In August 2020 he was honoured with a 
commemorative plaque at the Albury Railway 
Station.  The plaque was gifted by the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission and 
honoured Mr Fischer's contribution to the local 
community and beyond and acknowledged his 
love of the Albury Train Station.  
 
 
 

The plaque on Albury railway station. 
 
Thanks for the Heads Up, Juan. 

 
================================================================ 
THE TRAINORAMA 49 CLASS LOCOMOTIVE.  OZMODCO PTY LTD t/a 

BOBS MODELS & HOBBIES / TRAINORAMA 

For those of you that have one of the above locos on order, Trainorama have advised that  

 “due to the delay in delivery of the 930 class which has to move from September to 
November because of the current under capacity of our China factory, the 49 class has been 
pushed to 1st quarter of 2021.” 

============================================================================= 

A BAD ACCIDENT 

An oldie, but a goodie. 

In a terrible accident at a railroad crossing, a train smashed into a car and pushed it nearly 

four hundred yards down the track. Though no one was killed, the driver took the train 

company to court. At the trial, the engineer insisted that he had given the driver ample 

warning by waving his lantern back and forth for nearly a minute. He even stood and 

convincingly demonstrated how he’d done it. The court believed his story, and the suit was 

dismissed. 

“Congratulations,” the lawyer said to the engineer when it was over. “You did superbly under 

cross-examination.” 

“Thanks,” he said, “but he sure had me worried.”    

“How’s that?” the lawyer asked. 

“I was afraid he was going to ask if the lantern was lit!”  

====================================================================== 

THE CANBERRA TO PORT EDEN RAILWAY 
You may recall an article in the July Bulletin on the subject of a proposed railway from 
Canberra to the Port of Eden.  The feasibility study has now been completed. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acute_myeloid_leukaemia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agent_Orange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agent_Orange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albury
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“The much-anticipated result of the feasibility study into the Canberra to Port of Eden 
Railway has found the project is not viable due to "high costs and low benefits". 
 
The NSW government announced $1 million in funding for the study in 2018, after engineer 
Edwin Michell developed a concept plan. 
 
This plan proposed to rebuild the existing rail line between Queanbeyan and Bombala, as 
well as extending it north to Canberra Airport and south to the Port of Eden for freight and 
passenger journeys. 
 
But the executive summary of the feasibility study, which estimated the project would cost 
$6.3 billion, found there would be "little if any, return on investment". 
 
The summary states the proposed 300km railway would pass through challenging terrain 
and areas of significant environmental value, including national parks. 
These constraints mean the project would involve major tunnels and bridges/viaducts, 
especially between Bombala and Eden and the Canberra Airport connection, that would 
contribute significantly to the costs. 
 
The summary concludes while there was a "strong amount of community enthusiasm" there 
was "limited information provided to support the railway". 
 
"The costs of reinstatement of the non-operational railway are significant and the cost to 
construct the railway down to Port of Eden are extremely high due to the topographical 
challenges and the environmental constraints," the conclusion states. 
 
"While the sections from Queanbeyan to Bombala to Port of Eden are expensive and difficult 
to achieve, they could be delivered with a substantial investment." 
 
Cooma and Monaro Progress Association's Richard Hopkins, who is the coordinator for the 
association's own concept plan for the railway, said the feasibility study contained benefit 
cost ratios "which appear to be disabling". 
 
"They are disabling if they are valid," he said.  While he had not been able to view the entire 
study he believed important features had not been included, including the effect of freeing up 
congestion for other ports and train lines, which was "critically important". 
 
"One way forward is for an assessment of the Cooma and Monaro Progress Association's 
concept plan," he said. 
 
He said this "thorough" concept plan puts the cost of a Canberra to Eden railway at $2.9 
billion and is available on the association's website. 
 
From: The Canberra Times 6.10.20 
“Canberra to Eden railway feasibility study finds project is not viable”    
 
Thanks to RonG. 
 
============================================================================= 

I asked a train engineer how many times his train had derailed. He said, “I’m not sure, 
it’s hard to keep track.” 
 
==================================================================== 

 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/nsw-government-to-spend-1-million-on-canberra-to-eden-rail-link-study-20180823-p4zz7j.html
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/visionary-the-new-plan-for-a-canberra-to-eden-railway-line-20180708-p4zq8m.html
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2020/Canberra-to-Port-of-Eden-Feasibility-Study-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/5511712/railway-revisited/
http://www.coomansw.com.au/Curr_Proj.php
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PECO 
Peco Model Railways have re-commenced production of their range of tracks, points, etc – 
but don’t hold your breath; it will be a while before stock starts to percolate down to 
Australian suppliers. 
 
====================================================================== 

 
EHO1941 
On a recent visit to the ACTMRS, Ron G noticed that amongst the items displayed on their 

wall was a photo of “our” EHO guards van – EHO1941 – which now resides on a wildlife park 

at Taralga (Crookwell line).  The date that the club purchased the van is a little uncertain but 

was definitely pre-1979.  The van was used by the club until the early 2000’s it was sold to the 

ACT Model Railway Society Inc. for around $3,000. 

In recent times (2019), an EHO van (EHO1941) with paint peeling was sighted passing 
through Goulburn on its way to Taralga, and it is now resident on a wildlife park to be used for 
displays. This van has been confirmed in the article as being the one which CMRCI once 
owned. 
 
Ron mentioned the van in his overview of the progress of the Club History at our last 
meeting. 
  

 
The photo comes from a 1-page article in AMRM from October 2019, written by Leon 
Oberg.  
 
From RonG 
  
===================================================================== 
  

Farmer, do you mind if I cut through your field? I'm trying to catch the 6:45." 

 

"Sure. And if my bull sees you, you'll catch the 6:15!" 

================================================================ 
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WELCOME BACK PHIL! 

 

 

 

Welcome back to Phil, slightly battered and tired, but 

indomitable and as cheeky as ever.   

Good to see you mate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

====================================================================== 

MEN AT WORK 

 

Tom working on the decoder in his  
4-6-2 British Rail locomotive – 
“Princess Helene”    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom with his latest completed 
project – an OO scale fully 
working carousel.  Not only 
does it go round and round,  
but the horses go up and 
down.  June said there is 
about 40 hours of work in the 
model. 
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A closer look at the carousel 
 
 
(Below) Under there somewhere is the Club’s 
AD 60………………. 

 
that Andrew repaired - seen here running at speed on McEvoy Junction. 



10 
 

Wheels on the rails – Darryl’s Victorian 

Railways wheat train running on McEvoy 

Junction 

 

Darryl later added a T class to the two B class locos to give the consist a little more 

grunt. 

 

MichaelC’s Wickham (Type 37) Permanent Way trolley with trailer passing St. Roberts 

Church near Websterville.  Over 600 of these trolleys were built and employed by 

British Rail from 1949 to 1980. 
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THE SMART RAIL ROUTE MAP – From the Australasian Railway Association. 
The Smart Rail Route Map is an industry-owned and industry-driven initiative, spearheaded 
by the Australasian Railway Association and the Rail Manufacturing CRC, being developed 
by Deakin University’s Institute for Intelligent Systems Research and Innovation.  
 
The Smart Rail Route Map outlines a series of objectives and initiatives to address key 
challenges for the rail sector over the next 30 years. In effect, it provides a framework 
through which next generation rail technologies can be integrated and supported efficiently 
in the Australasian rail environment.  
 
It is a strategic framework to support the adoption and deployment of digital and 
communication technologies in the rail industry and will provide a basis for defining the rail 
industry direction, development initiatives and research programs. Smart Rail maps ten 
programs, actions and initiatives which industry members have identified as high-level 
priorities for development.   These short-term programs, actions and initiatives are structured 
against four focus areas: Passenger Customer Experience; Freight Customer Experience; 
Traffic and Network Management and High Performing Railways. Specifically:  
 

• Disruption management for passenger rail: Communicating effectively with 
customers during disruption.  

• Customised information services for passenger rail: Developing information services 
to passengers.  

• Predictive journey planning techniques for passenger rail: Providing journey listing 
options for current and future travel.  

• Real-time information for freight customers: Supporting the ability of freight 
customers to secure on time delivery and to track and trace their location using the 
Internet.  

• Data sharing platform across the freight supply chain: Implementing a data sharing 
platform across the industry.  

• Identify key data requirements for traffic and network management: Defining what 
information and knowledge can be developed from data.  

• AI and automation for system management: Working towards industry agreement on 
the adoption of a global approach for a standard data exchange and formatting.  

• Management of technology traffic and network legacy systems: managing the 
transition to new digital technologies.  

• Upskill the industry: A staged program to up-skill the industry. Improve safety through 
advanced technology: A program to introduce new technology systems that facilitate 
early detection of safety threats and an early response. 
 

================================================================ 
 

Railroad Quotes: 
“The time will come when people will travel in stages moved by steam engines from one city 
to another, almost as fast as birds can fly, 15 or 20 miles an hour…. A carriage will start from 
Washington in the morning, the passengers will breakfast at Baltimore, dine at Philadelphia, 
and sup in New York the same day…. Engines will drive boats 10 or 12 miles an hour, and 
there will be hundreds of steamers running on the Mississippi, as predicted years ago.”  — 
Oliver Evans, 1800. 

The same year Evans made this statement, he created the earliest successful non-
condensing high-pressure stationary steam-engine. Four years later, in 1804, he built the 
first steam powered boat.  
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HISTORY CORNER

 

Isn't this an incredible sight?  Train passing through floodwaters South Yarra in 1907 after 
heavy rain in Melbourne.  Pity the poor passengers – they would have been a bit damp at 
the end of this ride.  Note the number of spectators watching. 

Thanks to the Victorian Records Office. 

====================================================================== 

FOR SALE 
The vendor states: 
 
Hornby Cornishman plus Mallard Locomotive and extension pack.  As good as 
new.  Bought in Canberra about six years ago for $750. 
Appreciate any reasonable offer as I’m wanting to switch to N gauge (for space 
reason). 
 
Dr Nitin Thakur 
nitin@netspeed.com.au 
 

 

mailto:nitin@netspeed.com.au


13 
 

PUBLICATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY CLUB 

INC. 

2020 is the club’s 60th anniversary. The club commissioned the researching and writing of our 

history earlier this year and that task is reaching its conclusion. It is hoped to have the final 

version to the chosen printer by the end of 2020. 

The book (including photos) is expected to be 70 x A4 pages in size. 

Final printing cost will only be known when the proof version is shown to the printers. It is 

estimated to be up to $60 each. A final cost will be advised when it is known. 

As price depends on several factors, and especially on the required number of print copies, 

you are asked to indicate your interest in purchasing a copy (or more if desired) of the club 

history publication. At some later stage, it is envisaged that the history will be published on-

line. 

To reserve your copy of the hard-print version in book form, please provide your details below 

and either hand a copy to the Secretary (Peter Amey) or save the form and then email as an 

attachment to Peter at cmrcisecpra@gmail.com within the next few weeks. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESERVING MY COPY OF THE HISTORY OF CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY 

CLUB 1960 TO 2020. 

 

NAME: __________________________________________________  

 

PLEASE RESERVE _________ COPIES OF THE CLUB HISTORY BOOK FOR ME. 

 

DATE: ______________ 

 

Please either email your copied and saved form to the club Secretary or hand it to 

him by  

 

TUESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmrcisecpra@gmail.com
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 
 Secretary: Peter Amey  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

   Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,  
Chris Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

 
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John 

Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 
 

NOVEMBER  2020 

3 November (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

4 November (Weds) Club meeting – tba  

11 November  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

17 November (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

18 November  (Weds) Running night 

24 November (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

DECEMBER  2020 

1 December (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 December (Weds) Club meeting – Topic tba 

8 December (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

15 December (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 
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16 December  (Weds) Running night 

22 December (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.   

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecPRA@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee. 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/

