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Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club 

October 2020 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 
7th October 2020. 
 
The speaker will be Ron G who will talk about his progress with writing the club history.  He 
has discovered and clarified many aspects of the club’s past which were speculation or 
imagination.  Well worth a listen.  
====================================================================== 
 

 

OBITUARY 

Peter Kingston, a long serving member of CMRCI passed away on 22 August 2020 after a 

lengthy illness. 

Peter was a keen HO modeller.  He was heavily involved in club activities and events until he 

became seriously ill about 2 years ago.  He remained a Corresponding Member until the end.  

His wife, Vi, said that he enjoyed receiving the Bulletin during his illness and keeping up with 

the doings of the Club. 

Peter was an Action bus driver until he retired about 2010.  

The club has sent a condolence card to his family. 

May he rest in peace. 

 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.
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40 YEARS OLD ALREADY!! 
 

 
Did you know that your model 
railway club is now 40 years old? 
 
   
 
It was incorporated as The Canberra 
Model Railway Club Inc on the 29th 
October 1980  
 
 
 
Copy of Certificate of 
Incorporation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is good to know that we belong to a strong and well-established club with deep roots.  One 
tangible outcome of the anniversary, however, is the club history being written by RonG.  
Come along next Wednesday and hear about his latest research results. 
 
As you already know, the Club will be holding an afternoon tea to celebrate the birthday and 
to formally name McEvoy Junction.   It will be held on Saturday October 31st at the CMRCI 
Clubroom Kaleen, starting at about 2:30pm. 
 
The McEvoy family will be present to participate in the naming of McEvoy Junction. 
 
Families are definitely invited.  Bring some trains to run on Baldwin Park and McEvoy 

Junction.  

The event will be in the form of an afternoon tea.  It would be greatly appreciated if members 

could provide finger food (cakes, biscuits, scones, finger sandwiches, slices etc). 

Further details will be provided closer to the event.  Like everything else these days, this 

event is subject to the COVID-19 regulations in force at the time. 

RSVP: Could you please let the Secretary know if you are coming. – 

cmrcisecpra@gmail.com 
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THE MISSING PHOTO                                              
 
 
 
Mal Irving – Committee 
member 
 
This is Mal Irving, whose photo 
was missing from September’s 
Bulletin, due to his absence 
from Canberra at the time.  He 
was elected to the Management 
Committee at the last AGM. 
 
Remember that Mal and the 
other Committee members are 
the people to speak to if you 
have a complaint, an idea or 
suggestion for the benefit of the 
Club. 
 
 
 

 
====================================================================== 
 
MAKING A CURVED BACKBOARD FROM MDF WITHOUT BREAKING IT.  By RonG 
 
Note: This method worked with 3mm thick MDF sheet. Thicker sheeting may present some 
challenges. 

 
The new modules being built for the club’s Mentor Program new layout were designed to have 
a curved backboard. To achieve this, the ribs supporting the backboard were curved to the 
desired shape. 
 
Two MDF sheets of 3mm thickness were primed/undercoated and then had 2 coats of a 
suitable light blue acrylic paint applied by roller.  When dry, they were ready to be installed on 
the modules. 
 
The method used was to locate the sheets with the long side hard up against the bottom of 
the ribs, then using hot, damp cloths to wipe across the back of the sheets in the area where 
bending was required.  The treatment with the cloths was repeated several times and then 2 
to 3 people were used to carefully bend the sheets into position up against the curved ribs. 
 
Even though the dimensions had been measured (several times) to ensure a snug fit, it was 
found that some judicious trimming with a hand saw was needed to get the sheets to fit. The 
last stage is the fixing into place against the ribs, using unobtrusive pins/nails and beads of 
“liquid nails” adhesive. After curing, the back scene is ready for the next stage. 
 



4 
 

 
Volker & Ron examine the basic module framework – note the curved laminated ply 

ribs. 

 
The two modules complete with their curved back scenes and Club President. 

 
Disclosure: No cracking occurred during this process. No MDF sheets were harmed. 
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The Malmsbury Viaduct is a large brick and stone masonry arch bridge over the Coliban 
River at Malmsbury on the Bendigo Railway in Victoria It  was erected as part of 
the Melbourne, Mount Alexander and Murray River Railway between 1858 and 1861, and 
was at the time the largest masonry arch railway bridge built in Victoria. 
 
Photo by Elfrem Chan; published by ABC Melbourne 

 

========================================================= 
 

HIGH TECH WATCHES 
A man is at Sydney Central Station waiting for his train that leaves at 6 p.m., but he has 
forgotten his watch. So, he looks for someone to ask the time. He spots a guy carrying two 
suitcases and sporting this fabulous hi-tech watch, so he asks him for the time. 
 
The guy replies "Sure, which country?" 
 
The fella asks, "How many countries have you got?" to which the man replies, "All the 
countries in the world!" 
 
"Wow! That's a pretty cool watch you've got there." 
 
"That's nothing," the man says. "This watch also has a GPS facility, fax, e-mail and can 
even receive NTSC television channels and display them on its miniature active colour pixel 
LCD screen!" 
 
"Boy, that's incredible. I wish I had a watch like that one. You wouldn't consider selling it by 
any chance?" 
 
"Well, actually the novelty has worn off for me, so for $900, if you want it, it's yours." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coliban_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coliban_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malmsbury,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bendigo_railway_line
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The watch-less traveller can hardly whip out his chequebook fast enough to hand over a 
cheque for $900. 
 
The seller takes off the watch and gives it to him. "Congratulations, here is your new hi-tech 
watch." Then, handing the two suitcases over as well, he says, "And here are the batteries." 
 
===================================================================== 

AROUND THE CLUBROOM 

 

Noel and Bob 

fine tuning 

the bus route 

on McEvoy 

Junction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew and Pat 

discussing their 

common interest in 

UK railway models.  

Hardy keeping an eye 

on things in the 

background. 
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Paul and 

Wendy, 

visitors to the 

club and 

potential 

members 

(since joined), 

being shown 

around by 

MichaelH. 

 

 

 

 

A welcome return 
early in the month 
was Tom, our most 
senior member.  He 
made a close 
inspection of the new 
layouts, particularly 
the Zig- Zag.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 
 
 
ONE FOR DENNIS AND DAVID 

 

 
 
 



8 
 

BUILDING YOUR FIRST PLASTIC KIT (OR YOUR 51ST!) 
The following article is courtesy of End of The Line Hobbies.  The article was written by 
Rodney Beauchamp. 
 
If you are contemplating building a kit for the first time, then this article is worth 
reading in detail.  It is quite lengthy and detailed but is realistic and the best of its type 
that I have come across.  No matter what you are going to build – rolling stock, 
structures or even locomotives – Read this article first.  Even if you are an 
experienced kit builder, a little revision will do no harm.  My suggestion is that you 
copy the article and keep it handy for reference. - Ed 
  
Building a plastic kit is fun and with a few tips, you can end up with a very nice model. 
Taking on board these tips will help you along the way, whether building your first kit or your 
51st. Often the instructions give you a few tips too! 
  
If you are in a hurry and haven’t built a kit before or it’s been a long time, have a look at 
these 9 points first. You may want to read the rest after. 
  

• Choose a suitable kit for your skill level. 
• Read the instructions carefully before you build it. 
• Identify the correct part before you cut it from the sprue. 
• Cut parts close to the sprue first, then trim or file excess plastic nibs from part. 
• Dry fit each part first and check the fit. Trim or file to fit if needed. 
• When gluing clear parts, window glass, aircraft canopies, windscreens, headlamp 

and tail lamp glass use white craft glue NOT the solvent cement. 
• Scrape chrome plating or paint from the surfaces to be glued. Glue will not stick to 

plated or painted surfaces. 
• Use good quality glues made for plastic kits, not CA super glues. Glues with an 

applicator make it easy to put glue where you want it to go, squeeze tubes go 
everywhere. 

• Use paints made for styrene kits. 
 

We recommend that you choose your workspace, gather some tools and consumables and 
get started. When you have got these organized have a look at some more of the tips and 
recommendations below. Happy modelling!  
  
Choose a workspace 
Find a suitable table or bench where you can work without too many interruptions or 
distractions. A comfortable chair or stool is a must and good lighting and ventilation is 
essential. Great if your workspace does not need to be cleared away each time as parts can 
get lost and models damaged. Often the best workspace is the kitchen table. 
  
 
Gather some tools 
A small number of modelling tools are essential and will make building much easier, quicker 
and give a better result. However, you don’t need them all at once and you can easily add to 
them as you go. 
  
Here is a list of basic modelling tools and what they do. 
 

• Light duty modeller’s knife – cutting parts from runners, trimming parts to fit, scraping 
away plating and cutting decals. It has a very sharp blade that can be replaced, 
keeping it sharp. Also has a cover to keep you safe. 

• Sprue cutters – cuts thicker runners or sprues away from the part. You then use your 
modelling knife to safely remove the part. 
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• Mill saw file – fine cut file with one safe edge (plain edge with no teeth). Good for 
removing flash or nibs from parts. Use to file parts to help them fit and to shape parts. 

• Tweezers – fat fingers just won’t do! Great for holding very small parts and putting 
parts into position where fingers won’t go. 

• Self-healing cutting mat – ideal cutting surface where the knife won’t slip. 
• Wooden clothes pegs (spring type) – great clamps and holders for small parts. 

 
Don’t forget consumables 
 

• Plastic glue - made for styrene plastic kits such as Revell Contacta, Testors Liquid 
cement. Plastruct or Humbrol Poly. 

• Craft glue - white glue for clear parts (Aquadhere). 
• Wood toothpicks and skewers – good for applying small amounts of glue and for 

holding small parts.   
• Wet & dry abrasive papers – 400, 600, 800 1000 grit are useful for sanding, either 

wet or dry. A pencil rubber of the right size makes a great sanding block. 
• Paint and thinners – choose paints especially made for plastic kits such as Humbrol, 

Tamiya, Floquil or Steam Era. Use their recommended thinner too! 
• Brushes – a small number of different size brushes for painting and to apply liquid 

cements such as Testors or Plastruct.  
• Plastic putty – sometimes you have to fill holes and gaps 
• Decal softener – we use Mr Mark Softer for getting decals to sit down into the paint. It 

really does work.  
• Blue-tack – helps hold things when gluing, painting and dry fitting. 

 
Plan your build 
  
When you open your kit, look at the instructions (don’t be shy, they are the things that show 
you how to build it). Note the order of how it is put together. Sure, you may not follow it 
exactly but just be careful as some parts must be assembled in a particular order. 
  
Some parts you will need to let the glue dry first before they can be added to, so work out 
some other areas that you can go on with. Planning here means you will always have 
something to work on. 
  
Match part numbers with the instructions before you remove them from the runners. Check 
that all parts are there and are not cracked or broken or poorly moulded. 
  
Write notes on the instruction sheets to help you. Write in paint colours, assembly order, 
differences in LH & RH parts, upper & lower parts or inner & outer, whatever helps you with 
the build. 
  
Identify parts that can be glued together as assemblies and then painted. This is easier than 
painting them individually. Other parts can be painted while still on the runners, so they won’t 
get lost. Glue a scrap piece of runner to parts that are too small or are too awkward to hold, 
to make a handle for painting or fitting. 
  
Painting? Never, before, during or after? 
  
Yes, to all these. You don’t have to paint your model, but they look better if you do. Some 
models are best painted before assembly, some parts are best painted during assembly and 
some after you have put it all together. You will work it out when you look at the instructions 
and plan your build.  
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Before you glue 
  
From the instructions 

• check that the part number matches the part. Drawings sometimes get it wrong or 
are viewed from different angles. Don’t guess. 
 

• Make certain the parts to be glued are the right parts. Sometimes parts look right and 
fit but are not correct. For example, the wide inner rim on the rear wheel may fit the 
outer rim of the front wheel but leaves a gap when fitted with the narrower front tyre. 
Spare wheels may have different hubs to those fitted on the front and rear axles. 
 

• Make sure the part is the right way round. Cylinder heads, doors and windows, 
manifolds, wings, rudders and propellers can often fit both ways. Look at the 
illustrations, box photos, a photo of the real thing or the real thing (most of us have a 
full size F111, Panzer tank or Spitfire MKIIX in the backyard). Mark correct 
orientation with masking tape, pencil or a marker so you get it right when you glue it. 
 

Dry fitting parts 
 

• Dry fit each part before you glue. Check how each part fits. Locating pins, locating 
holes, tabs and slots or special keyways sometimes don’t match up well. Pins can be 
too tight or too long, parts may not line up properly or there are gaps down one or 
more sides. 
 

• Fix these simply by drilling out locating holes, shorten or cut off locating pins, file 
locating tabs or slots. Make new pins or new tabs from Evergreen styrene rod or strip 
or use brass rod glued with CA as pins. These are all ways you can improve the fit of 
parts. You may have to use putty or filler pieces too! 
 

• Check the fit and alignment of other parts. Bulkheads that fit to one half of a hull or 
fuselage need to line up correctly otherwise the other half will not fit properly. You 
can file or trim these parts to get the correct fit. Or sometimes you can just leave 
them out. (that’s how you get spares). 
 

• Broken, missing or poorly moulded parts or parts that are over scale, lack detail or 
are inaccurate can be replaced. You can make new or better, more accurate parts 
using brass rod or strip, styrene shapes or photo etch (brass etch) parts. You can 
add parts made from resin castings or parts built from scratch.  
 

• Never be afraid of making changes to correct the kit to get it right!!! 
 

Gluing parts 
 

• Plastic glues, Revell Contacta, Testors Liquid cement, Plastruct, Humbrol Poly are 
solvent based glues. They work by melting the plastic surfaces to be joined and 
make a strong weld or bond when the solvents dry (evaporate). You need only a 
small amount of glue applied with a toothpick, nozzle or a small brush. Often you use 
a small amount on one surface only and gently work the two parts together until they 
hold. They dry fairly quickly but still give time to adjust the position of parts.   
 

• Solvent glues won’t work if the surface to be joined is painted or is plated with 
chrome, brass or aluminium finish. Scrape, file or sand away paint or plating from the 
surfaces to be glued. 
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• One glue won’t do it all so when gluing different materials like metal or wood to the 
plastic use a quality CA glue like Zap (thin or medium). I’m not a fan of using CA for 
plastic to plastic parts; however, it is handy for difficult joints or small delicate parts. 
 

• Clear parts require special care. Use a white craft glue or Clearfix as these both dry 
clear. Use these glues for windows, windscreens, canopies, headlights and taillights, 
any part that needs to be clear. Solvents in other glues including CA fog up the clear 
parts and turn them milky white. Not real good if you want your model pilots and 
drivers to see. 
 

Advanced modelling tools 
  
As you gain experience and confidence with your building, you may want to add some more 
tools to your kit. Some we keep, some we don’t. 
 

• Metal scale ruler – marked in scales 1:24 1:32 1:35 1:48 1:72 1:76 1:87 1:148 1:160 
and others. Lets you easily measure the correct size in your scale for making and 
modifying custom parts. Scratch builders and kit bashers love them.  
 

• Glass plate – dead flat surface for checking heights, cutting masking tape strips, 
checking that models are flat or that all wheels touch. 
 

• Scriber & try square – for marking out and getting square corners. Good for marking 
accurate hole positions. 
 

• Needle files – small files in various shapes help you get into corners, file out slots 
and keyways and for small general filing jobs. 
 

• Pin vice and drills – if you want to drill holes smaller than 2.5mm then you need a set 
of special drills and a pin vice to hold them. The pin vice is handheld as many of the 
drills will break if you use a power drill or Dremel. We have them as sets and as 
single drill bits. 
 

• Thread taps – joining parts may be best with threaded bolts or screws. Styrene will 
drill and tap and will hold a thread, better than with a self-tapper. 
 

• Vernier calliper – essential if you want to measure heights, depths, thickness and 
diameters. You don’t have to be able to read them as they are a still useful gauge to 
check like parts. 
 

• Height gauge – toolmakers use these to check heights and scribe lines. If you want 
to check the height on both sides and mark a line at the right height this is ideal. 
 

• Razor saw & mitre box – if you want to cut square, straight cuts or 45-degree angles. 
Thin blade on razor saw has stiff back for straight cuts, removes little material when 
cutting. 
 

• Small clamps – you can’t stand there all day waiting for glue to dry. Helps put light 
pressure on parts while gluing. 
 

• Dremel – handheld small power tool for grinding, cutting, shaping, drilling & polishing. 
240V or cordless, your choice. Lots of attachments help you model. 

 
Thanks to End of the Line Hobbies – See  www.endofthelinehobbies.com.au    
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TRAVELLERS TALES 
An Overweight Time Traveller goes to Ancient Rome and realises he has historically 
incorrect clothes for the trip.  Realizing his mistake, he visits a shop to purchase new 
clothes.  He looks around the shop notices they do not have toga’s big enough to fit him.  He 
goes to the shop counter and asks the shop assistant  “Do you have XL togas? “ 
 
Shop assistant: “Well, yes, ….but why do you want so many?” 

 
================================================================ 
 
 VISITATION (photos by RonG) 
At the beginning of September, two intrepid club members filled their water bottles, recruited 
a native guide and set off for DennisW’s place in the wilds of country NSW.  Apart from 
having to deal with COVID-19 like the rest of us, but in a remote location, Dennis had his 
right ankle fused in a major operation some months before, resulting in a great deal of pain 
and utter immobility. His wife, Jill, has been carting him around and looking after him very 
well indeed.  
 
By the time we arrived, Dennis was more or less mobile again, but hindered by a massive 
boot and a walker.  After scrounging a cup of tea, we retired to Dennis’s train room, the size 
of which most of us can only dream about. 
 

 
Dennis in his train room, complete with ankle boot. 
 
The room is part of the house and is fully lined and insulated.  The layout framework has 
been very well done and well finished.  It is an HO DCC layout and will eventually reflect 
Victorian Railways rural practise.  Part of the long-term plan for the layout is some N scale 
track, destined to for narrow gauge operations. 
 
Included in his collection is a large selection of brass Victorian locomotives and rolling stock, 
that was examined and admired by the visitors.  After a few hours of great interest, we 
departed for home, maybe just a little envious!  
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Another shot of the train room.  As you can see, Dennis is not keen on scenery – all in 

good time! 
 
An interesting detail – the 
drop-down bridge used 
to complete the 
continuous running 
tracks. 
 
 

====================================================================== 
HISTORY CORNER – Courtesy of the Public Record Office of Victoria. 
 
They don’t make trains like this anymore!   
 
The Spirit of Progress was the premier express passenger train on the Victorian Railways in 
Australia, running from Melbourne to the New South Wales border at Albury, and later 
through to Sydney. 
 
From its introduction in November 1937 until April 1962 the train service ran  
on  1,600 mm (5 ft 3 in) broad gauge line from Melbourne's Spencer Street station to Albury, 
on the New South Wales / Victorian border, where passengers changed to a New South 
Wales Government Railways train (the Melbourne Limited Express), running 
on 1,435 mm (4 ft 8 1⁄2 in) standard gauge track to complete the journey to Sydney.  
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWx96x_ofsAhWYzjgGHVthAKQQFjAAegQIARAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.endofthelinehobbies.com.au%2F&usg=AOvVaw3YcinHcsAJhOQXHlVqrPM8
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWx96x_ofsAhWYzjgGHVthAKQQFjAAegQIARAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.endofthelinehobbies.com.au%2F&usg=AOvVaw3YcinHcsAJhOQXHlVqrPM8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broad_gauge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Cross_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albury_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Government_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Government_Railways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_gauge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_railway_station,_Sydney
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Following the completion of the standard gauge line between Melbourne and Albury in April 
1962 the Spirit of Progress was extended to Sydney. 
 

 
An internal view of the lounge car on the Spirit of Progress, complete with couches, 
curtains and ashtrays.  Date uncertain – probably pre-war 
 

 
If only travel was as glamorous today! The Campaspe Dining Carriage, built in 1908, 
features ornate Art Nouveau metal ceilings, landscape photographs nestled in 
wooden panelling, and towering fruit bowls! 
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President: Bob Morton 

Vice President: Chris Neil 
 Secretary: Peter Amey  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

   Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,  
Chris Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

 
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John 

Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 
 

OCTOBER  2020 

6 October (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 October (Weds) Club meeting – Topic CMRCI History part 2 

13 October (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

20 October  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

21 October  (Weds) Running night 

27 October (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

31 October (Sat)  Afternoon Tea – Naming of McEvoy 
Junction/40th Anniversary 

 

NOVEMBER  2020 

3 November (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

4 November (Weds) Club meeting – tba  
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11 November  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

17 November (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

18 November  (Weds) Running night 

24 November (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.   

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecPRA@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee, 

http://www.cmrci.info/

