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Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club 

September 2020 

 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 
2nd September 2020. 
 
The topic will be the Digikeijs DR5000 controller recently donated to the Mentoring Group by 
Matt Sawtell of Models n More.  The system is now at the stage where it can be 
demonstrated successfully.  Chris will discuss and demonstrate the system.  
 
 
====================================================================== 
 

2000/21 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The CMRCI Annual General Meeting was held at the clubroom on Wednesday 19th August.  
Given the inclement weather and the Corona virus issue, there was a good attendance and 
a quorum was easily achieved. 
 
The President welcomed members and presented his report. 
 

2019/2020 President’s Report 
“The Year 19/20 started off very quietly with the Club running smoothly and all things 
progressing exactly as planned.  In the latter part of 2019 a number of our members packed 
up and took the usual trip to the Wagga Wagga show.  This trip is almost an annual event 
and makes for a very relaxing weekend and the members who were able attend thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves.  There was also a day trip to Yass to see Steve Jitts’ layout which has 
been a labour of love for over 20 years. The layout is freelance but based on sections of the 
Sydney – Melbourne route.  There are numerous town stations and industries along the 
route that provide many tasks for visiting operators.  The layout is housed above an old 
stable block in what used to be the hay loft.  It is well worth a visit. 
 
Early in December we had our now, annual dinner where Ron Geeves was presented an 
award for his eight years of service in managing the Club’s Mentor Group.  Then on 23 
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December we were informed that our President, Peter McEvoy had been involved in a 
vehicle accident in Queanbeyan.  Peter was, unfortunately, severely injured such that, some 
days later, his life support was turned off.  Much has been said about Peter but I think we 
can all say that he was great man, a friend to us all and has been sorely missed.  Nothing 
was too much trouble for him and he would freely give his time to help others.  The only 
complaint that I have is that he left me with the presidency. 
 
With Peter’s death it was only fitting that the new Club layout be named in his honour and 
will be called ‘McEvoy Junction’ when it is complete.  It is the wish of the Committee that a 
formal naming be conducted with his family before the layout is displayed for the first time, 
whenever that may be. 
 
However, things seemed to go from bad to worse, and I am not sure that was because I 
found myself in the position of President, or not.  First, we had the bushfires all around 
Australia.  And, while they did not really affect the actual running of the Club, they still put a 
damper on some of our activities and restricted the movement of some members. 
 
At this stage we were still planning on running the 2020 Model Railway Expo and so we 
worked hard, taking on the normal advertising circuit, Charlestown to Bunnings in 
Belconnen, Gungahlin, Tuggeranong and at the Airport.  We also displayed at the Hall 
Markets.  I have been to a number of these displays and it never ceases to amaze me as to 
just how many of our members come along and are prepared to stand around and hand out 
advertising flyers to anyone and everyone, to show children how to run the trains on the 
layout and also talk non-stop to interested parents.  This gets to the heart and soul of the 
Club and my thanks to all who volunteered their time to make these displays a success. 
 
Then came the CoVid-19 pandemic.  The Club stopped meeting from Monday, 23 March 
2020 when the ACT Government, in response to the effects of the pandemic, restricted the 
number of people who could meet face-to-face.  All schools were officially closed and we 
were unable to meet.  I think a number of us were relieved as the majority of us were in the 
over 60 years old age group which appeared to be the prime virus target group.   
 
The pandemic also forced the cancellation of the 2020 Expo.  This will have some long-term 
effects for the Club in that we have lost some $9,000.00 in income for 2020.  However, our 
Treasurer, Phil Young, believes that we will be able to manage provided that we restrict our 
spending. 
 
It was not only our Expo that was cancelled because of the pandemic, but all other model 
shows have been cancelled.  This has meant that we have been unable to conduct any visits 
to other shows this year and nor are we likely to be able to do so at least until 2021.  
 
We were unable to meet from the time that the ACT Government restricted meetings in 
March, until the restrictions were lifted in late May 2020.  We finally opened the Club to 
meetings again on 1 July 2020 after producing a CoVid-19 Safety Plan which outlines the 
measures that we put in place to try and protect members when they attended meetings.  
However, during the period of the closure members of the Committee tried to keep in contact 
with members by email, making sure everyone was OK and offering to provide assistance if 
needed.  I would like to thank our Secretary, Peter Amey, for the great work that he has 
done in continuing to publish the Club Bulletin and attracting articles from our members 
about what they had been doing when in lock-down. 
 
The pandemic does not appear to have really affected our membership numbers with people 
renewing in time for the AGM.  The Committee offered a reduced rate for 2020/21 to 
compensate for the lack Club meetings last year.  However, thankfully most have renewed 
by paying the normal fee.  So, provided we do not go on a spending spree to finish our 
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layouts, we should continue to remain solvent.  Our current membership is at about 40, 
which is down a little, but I expect that it will increase once the CoVid-19 pandemic pressure 
eases and more people start coming along to meetings, either to run trains or just to have a 
cup of coffee.  
 
When we were allowed to start meeting again, there were a number of members who 
volunteered some extra time to come into the Club Room to work on the new layouts.  My 
thanks to you all! 
 
Chris Neil and Terry Smith have been working on the electrics for Phil Felstead’s Zig Zag 
Railway.  This is a fascinating project, with the baseboard built by Mal Irving, where the 
locomotive, with a small wagon, zig zags up and down through five sets of points 
automatically, controlled by Arduinos. 
 
Phil Young and Michael Hawkes have been working on Baldwin Park, modifying the upper 
level and giving us two DC circuits and two DCC circuits.  This will allow more people to run 
trains when they want and maybe a precursor to expanding the layout at some later date. 
 
One layout that goes under the radar is Hybrid.  Neville Miller has done a great job by joining 
two separate layouts and getting it to function as a whole.  In doing this he has created a 
completely new display for the Club.  
 
Finally, there has been a great deal of progress on the replacement for Petersville, to be 
named after Peter McEvoy before we actually get to display it.  While the new layout does 
not depict any particular area or any timeframe, it will allow members to run their own trains 
on it when it is displayed at Expo or other shows, making it multi-functional.  A number of 
members have been coming in since we re-opened to assist in getting this layout ready.  My 
thanks to Peter Amey, Peter Langhorne, Daryl Cowley, Mal Irving, Michael Craik and Noel 
Lee for the great work that they have been doing on finalising the scenery. 
 
My sincere thanks to all those members that supported and helped during the CoVid-19 
pandemic.  I do not think that we are in the clear yet, but I know that as a group of dedicated 
guys we will stand together and keep the Club thriving.  It has been a real pleasure working 
with you all and, being a ‘newbie’, learning the ins and outs of model railroading and how it 
should be done.  We operate in a very friendly environment where everyone shares their 
ideas and experiences, making it very easy for people new to the hobby to get involved and 
to contribute.  
 
My thanks for your support and let us continue to grow and showcase our hobby. 
 
Bob Morton 
President” 
 
 
The Treasurer reported that despite the cancellation of our Annual Expo and the 
consequent loss of revenue, the club is in good shape financially and can continue to 
operate for some time.  Some economies will be necessary, but they are not fundamental to 
the operations of the club.  
 
 
The Mentoring Group Co-ordinator presented his report. 
 

Mentor Program 2019-2020 
The Mentoring Program has suffered as much as any of the CMRCI activities due to the Covid-
19 restrictions.  We started the 2020 year with high hopes regarding completion of the new, 
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as yet un-named modular layout commenced in 2019.  Although we lost two of our more 
colourful students this year after they moved on to higher studies, we attracted a few more, 
and have seven regulars back with us. 
 
The program re-started in Week 2 of Term 3 after a significant break, still with appropriate 
Covid-19 precautions in place.  Students remain enthusiastic and have shown a willingness 
to engage with Mentors across a range of tasks.  Most activities centre around the new layout, 
with the module structure now complete following the installation of the sky-blue curved 
backboards.  This involved some careful curving and trimming of the backboard material, a 
task the girls keenly involved themselves in showing some competence with hand tools. 
 
Several students have been learning how to use the “AnyRail” design software to re-design 
the track plan for the two front scene modules, especially as the original design of the sports 
oval proved to be too large and in need of selective reduction. The proposed solution was 
suggested by one of the students using lateral thinking, to the embarrassment of the Mentors 
present. 
 
A Digikeijs DR5000 controller was recently donated to the Mentor program by Matt Sawtell of 
Models ‘n’ More.  The system is not fully commissioned yet, but a couple of the students have 
shown interest in installing and using the software.  Initially, it will be set up for use on the 
“Queanbeyan” layout. 
 
Another student is setting up the HO scale football figures ready for painting. We are planning 
to portray two AFL teams playing on the sports oval – one of which, with a bit of a nod to our 
late President Peter McEvoy – will be Collingwood. 
 
The school has engaged a new Student Welfare co-ordinator, Andrew Drummond, who will 
continue to monitor student progress in the program and liaise with Mentors to ensure our 
objectives for the Mentoring Program are able to be met.  The Mentors have had initial 
meetings and look forward to a productive ongoing relationship. 
 
Chris Neil 
Mentor Program Manager 
 
Election of Office Holders. 
The following Office Holders were elected: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Morton - President 
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Chris Neil – Vice President 
Co-ordinator Mentoring Group 

Peter Amey – Secretary 
Editor – The CMRCI Bulletin 

  

  

Phil Young - Treasurer Danny Henskens – Committee 
Member 

 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately a photograph of Mal is not 
available at the moment.  A photo will be 
published next edition. 

 

Mal Irving Noel Lee – Committee member 
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Andrew Lund – Committee 
Member 
Co-ordinator Expo Management 
Group 

Terry Smith – Committee Member 

 

 

George Watts – Committee 
member 

 

  
Remember – If you have a problem, an idea, a complaint or a suggestion, the above 
people are the ones to raise it with. 
 
Other appointments 
 

Chair of the Expo sub-committee:  Andrew Lund 
Property Officer:     Hardy Palethorpe 
Bulletin Editor:     Peter Amey 
Website coordinator:    David Gorell 
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MODELLERS PAINTS – HEADS UP – By RonG 
I have just now looked up the range of modeller’s paint, weathering etc products from SMS 
(The Scale Modellers Supply): https://www.scalemodeller.com.au/    
  
I believe it is carried (to some extent) by Toyworld at Fyshwick and Akikambara 
(Tuggeranong). 
 
===================================================================== 
 
TO EVERY CLOUD A SILVER LINING – By John Wishart 
In my last article I ruminated on the first rule of scratchbuilding.  You will recall that this rule 
is that if you decide to scratchbuild a prototype then once you have started someone will 
bring out the kit.  Should you continue with the scratchbuild or build the kit when you finally 
finish the model someone will bring out the ready-to-run (r-t-r) model.   
 
This article concerns a case in point but there is a twist.  Several years ago when I was 
becoming established in my VR modelling I determined that I needed the small version of 
the VR cement wagon, a two silo 20 ton capacity two axle wagon, classified as the J series.  
It is the smaller version of the JX three silo bogie cement wagon classified as the JX series 
with a capacity of 30 tons and for which there is an excellent Auscision model.  Incidentally, 
for those who model NSW in the late 70s and early 80s a train of JX wagons came regularly 
to Canberra with the cement for the construction of the New Parliament House. 
 
Anyway, at the time I decided that I needed the J wagon I then found that there was no kit or 
r-t-r model.  And in spite of my enthusiasm for scratchbuilding this looked like it could be of a 
difficulty which made it downright awkward and overly difficult.  But as I pondered and 
wrestled with how to build the wagon my attention was drawn to the British Railway Prestwin 
cement wagon.  This is a two silo cement wagon and a kit of it is sold by Airfix.  A photo of 
the Prestwin is below. 
 

 
The Prestwin wagon -  

https://www.scalemodeller.com.au/
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                            which bears a strong resemblance to the VR “J” wagon. 

 
But, mere resemblance is not really good enough.  Could a scale model of the J wagon be 
made from the Airfix kit?  Now it is axiomatic that Airfix make their railway models to 4mm 
scale whereas VR and NSW rail modellers usually work to 3.5mm scale.  So, at first glance 
the model is going to be too big.   
 
But . . . BUT . . . it has been my experience that the scale differential can occasionally work 
out to facilitate the Australian prototype.  This is usually where the British model is of a 
smallish wagon, but the Australian wagon is quite big which is the case with the Prestwin 
and the J wagons.  So, I began my research and using my primitive maths, much muttering 
and copious quantities of brain lubricant I reckoned that the Dapol kit would measure out 
sufficiently accurately to provide a basis to make the J wagon. 
 
The J wagon came out in three series.  The first numbered 1-27 had the tallest silos.  The 
second numbered 8-27 had the lowest silos and the third series 28-77 had silos whose 
height was in between that of the first and second series.  The height of the silos did not 
affect the carrying capacity of the wagons which was 20 tons in all cases.  
 
So I decided to do the obvious thing and check out a Dapol kit to see if my conclusions were 
correct.  There was not a Dapol kit of a Prestwin wagon to be had from any model railway 
supplier in Melbourne or Sydney or points in between.  Unbelievably frustrating.  More 
cogitating, ruminating and straining of brain cells and eventually I ordered six kits from 
Hattons in the UK because the postage for six kits was the same as that for one kit.  Six kits 
would allow me to build one each of the first and second series and four of the third series 
which is roughly proportionate to their actual numbers.  Perhaps I should have got a seventh 
kit to make up another series two wagon but what the heck! 
 
The kits arrived from the UK four days after I placed my order.  I cannot get a letter from 
Queanbeyan to Canberra using Australia Post in four days.  Go figure.  And now for the 
moment of truth.  I opened a kit and measured it and – Eureka – it measured up accurately 
for a VR J class wagon.   
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So construction began and progressed well.  I determined I would use as much of the Dapol 
kits as possible even though it was a bit coarse by HO standards.  This is largely due to the 
fact that the models are quite old, having been first produced almost 30-40 years ago.   
 
Most of the work involved basic detailing with the major work being the changing of the 
heights of the silos.  All was going well until I started having health issues.  At that point the 
wagons had got to the following stage: 
 

 
The wagon on the left is a series two, in the middle is a series 3 and on the right a 
series 1.   

 
The same wagons in the same order left to right but the other side shown below. 
And there matters remained.  My railway modelling came to an abrupt halt as I endured 
chemo and radiation treatment for my cancers and then the following three years of constant 
medical imbroglios of various sorts. 
 
And it was now that the first rule of scratchbuilding rule came into effect.  During this period 
of personal hiatus three years ago, Auscision announced a mystery wagon to be released at 
an exhibition and it turned out to be a J cement wagon.  
 Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh (expletives deleted).   
 
It was obviously a model of the most numerous series, the series 3 wagons.  And, of course, 
they sold out before I could get my hands on any and they have remained sold out! 
 
So matters have remained except this year, very recently, I had a significant birthday.  And 
as I was quietly blogging the Melbourne model shops with a view to potential birthday 
presents to myself, I saw that TrainWorld had Auscision J cement wagons for sale.  So I 
treated myself to a pack.  And a pack of three was far more expensive – almost five times - 
than my six Airfix kits even though I have to finish their kitbashing into reasonable J wagon 
lookalikes.   
 
The Auscision wagons arrived and I am chuffed.  My conclusions concerning the Airfix kit 
being the correct size for conversion was correct as can be seen from the comparison 
photos of my series three J wagon and the Auscision product.   
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Of course my scratchbuilt models will never achieve the refinement of the Auscision product 
but they should, once finished and painted, pass muster. 
So the first rule of scratchbuilding proved itself again but at least there was a silver lining to 
the cloud in this case.  And it shows that sometimes as improbable as it seems you may be 
able to use a foreign prototype to make an Australian prototype. 
 
John Wishart 
2020 
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IS 3D MODELLING HARD? – By Michael H 
Last month we looked at my latest project, an S wagon. We spent some time looking at 
Tinkercad, the 3D modelling program I've been using, and built the body using basic shape 
manipulation, mostly rectangular prisms. 
 
Now let's move onto some details. I haven't really pushed the limits of my printer, so I 
decided to try with this model and add extra details like rivets. Unfortunately, my printer can't 
do that fine a detail but looks good on the screen.  
 
Let's start with the wood planking. To 
achieve this look, I moved the workplane to 
the side of the body. I created a 0.1mm x 
0.1mm hole just under the surface. We 
can't extrude this one through the model 
otherwise it would slice the whole side, 
instead copy and paste is an easy solution. 
It won't affect the bracing as it sits below 
those objects. 
 
Next, we move onto the rivets. Again, this 
is an easy process, just repetitive. While 
the workplane is still on the side of the body we create a cylinder. The cylinder is resized, 
positioned along the brace and extruded through the model. Copy and paste helps speed 
the rest. 

 
 
 
 
I only made one other addition to the sides. I do like 
the look of the grab irons on the sides. Since we 
have the power to add to the model and be very 
precise, why not add holes for them now? Copy and 
paste a rivet, turn it into a hole and away we go. 
 
The end is just a repeat of the processes we have 
seen so far. Some boxes, some triangles, rivets and 
holes.  
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Once the ends are complete then it is time to finish the body by removing the unwanted 
centre section. This is simply another box, turned into a hole and placed in the centre of the 

piece. All the extrusions we created is 
why I left this step until last, meaning we 
could short cut and then remove the 
waste once as opposed to doing things 
either the hard or long way.  
 
We now highlight all the pieces we have 
and use the "group" button to join them 
altogether and have the holes 
recognised.  
 
This leaves us with the final body which 
looks like the one below:  
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So, how did this turn out when 
printed? A little bit of sanding and 
she'll be right to run the rails. 
 
As I said at the beginning, I don't 
think 3D modelling is very hard if 
you can find a method and program 
that works for your way of thinking. 
Shape manipulation has worked for 
me and Tinkercad is a program I 
can work with. 
 
Some other examples of easy to make patterns and shapes. 
 
- Bricks are just repeating (read: copy and paste) rectangular prisms: 

 
- Silos are just cylinders: 
 

 
Note: The blue objects in the background of the above 
photo was my first attempt at printing silos. Turns out 
not all cylinders are created equal and my first try used 
a fairly low-grade model, hence the 20 sided shapes 
above. Once I located a better model with 100 sides 
things started to look more circular. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As always, if you have any questions feel free to ask me at the club or email me at 
michaelsemail@exemail.com.au 
 
Happy Modelling 
 
Michael H 
====================================================================== 

mailto:michaelsemail@exemail.com.au
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AROUND THE CLUB 

What happens when you have a Town Hall without a roof structure or a clock tower?? 
You ask the 3D printing Wizzo’s to make one.  No worries at all  
 

 
The Town Hall with its new 3D printed roof structure and clock tower. 
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Michael with his new creation. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
At the train station... 
 
Lady: Excuse me Sir, is this my train? 
 
Conductor: No Ma'am, it belongs to the Railway Company. 
 
Lady: Don't be funny. What I'm trying to ask is if I can take this train to Queanbeyan? 
 
Conductor: No Ma'am, it's too heavy. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
HISTORY CORNER - Courtesy of the Victorian Public Records Office. 
Some of you may remember a trip the Club made to Goulburn Railway Heritage centre a few 
years ago.  The NSWGR mail van was an item of considerable interest.  It tuns out that 
Victorian Railways had them too. 
 
In 1907 the Victorian Railways built two Mail Sorting Vans at their Newport Workshops. 
Sadly, neither carriage survived past the 1920s. This car, EEB1 was destroyed in 1923 in a 
derailment at Glenorchy, then 6 years later another accident saw the end of EEB2, this time 
at Callington, SA.  
 
https://beta.prov.vic.gov.au/collection/PID3171840851 #TrainsPlanesAutomobiles 
 

https://beta.prov.vic.gov.au/collection/PID3171840851
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trainsplanesautomobiles?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV5VP0iRSGp3ynu882yC91VOBt2c_oHmGqbDZ17sR4vyiQD8hbAw_hJVljmCCxwbhR7h-jOBzN4O4kA8WuimbwDxdDoQEetpqRt48pcals1l_eiy4QNjeP6xUIg7JGVQY2aHyg0atb9P_RndcmXLF_Llk3hDTcJ2ffVBhuzKPXblBzwbbKc8Pt0Wa6BTv7rW-E&__tn__=*NK-y-y2.g-R
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Victorian Railways mail sorting van interior. 
 

 
President: Bob Morton 
Secretary: Peter Amey  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

   Danny Henskens, Mal Irving, Noel Lee, Andrew Lund,  
Chris Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts. 

 
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John 

Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 
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SEPTEMBER  2020 

1 September (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

2 September (Weds) Club meeting – Digikeijs DR5000 controller  

8 September (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

15 September  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 September  (Weds) Running night 

22 September (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

29 September (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

OCTOBER  2020 

6 October (Tues) Continuing work on club layouts 

7 October (Weds) Club meeting – Topic CMRCI History part 2 

13 October (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

20 October  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

21 October  (Weds) Running night 

27 October (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 

Located at The University of Canberra High School Kaleen, 104 Baldwin Drive, Kaleen ACT 

2617.   

See website for further information - www.cmrci.info 

Email: cmrcisecPRA@gmail.com  

Postal address: PO Box 7204, Kaleen ACT 2617   

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Management 

Committee, 

 

http://www.cmrci.info/

