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NEXT MEETING.
The good news is that the club is slowly and carefully returning to normal activities as the
COVid-19 threat and restrictions are easing.

A scattering of members at the soft opening
Some members had a soft opening in the Tuesday mornings leading up to Wednesday 1st
July, when CMRCI meetings will formally re-commence.
The speaker on the 1st July is RonG who will bring us up to date on his work on the history of
the CMRCI. The club has a much longer history, in good times and bad, that you might
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imagine. Come along and hear about some of the interesting characters that have made
their mark on the club and its activities and achievements over the years.
The Club is re-opening on the understanding that members will abide by the COVid-19
Safety Plan sent to you last week. In case you missed it, another copy follows.
It will be good to get together again after the isolation – see you there.
======================================================================

Canberra Model Railway Club Incorporated
CoVid-19 Safety Plan – 1 June 2020
C AN B E R R A
MODEL R AILWAY C LUB INC.

Background
This CoVid-19 Safety Plan is produced for the Canberra Model Railway Club, Incorporated
(CMRCI).
Members are all within the virus target group, being mostly over 60 years of age.
Consequently, all members are advised to wear masks at all times while in attendance at the
Club.
As a community, not-for-profit organisation the Club must manage the risks of COVID-19
entering or spreading in the Club Room and its environs. We may not be able to eliminate
the risk completely. Instead, we need to consider other ways to reduce the risk as far as
reasonably practicable using engineering controls, administrative controls or by utilising
personal protective equipment (PPE).
We must use the most effective levels of control, noting that it may need a combination of
controls to ensure they are effective.
Space
The Cub utilises space at the University of Canberra Kaleen High School at 104 Baldwin
Drive, Kaleen, ACT 2617. The area that can be used by the Club for its meetings include:
1. The Club Room, which is 14m x 9m in size or 126m2, and
2. An additional Classroom which is 10m x 6m in size or 60m2.
Under current ACT Government legislation relating to CoVid-19 “Any gathering of people in
an indoor space of non-residential premises must observe social distancing of 1 person per
4 square metres.”
While the Club has sufficient space for up to 20 people, the area is restricted by layouts and
furniture.
This means that the number of people allowed to use the Club venue at the University of
Canberra Kaleen High School cannot exceed 20 people at any time.
To that end, provided the weather is fine, tables may be moved outside to accommodate
more members, if necessary.
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Members must take all reasonable steps to ensure as far as is reasonably practicable in the
circumstances that each person in the Club Room, or entering or leaving the Club Room,
tries to maintain a distance of at least 1.5 metres from each other.
This will mean that a form of traffic control is introduced so that members may move from
one room to another without impinging on physical distancing rules too much.
Cleaning
The Club has available within the venue, the following safety and cleaning supplies:
1. personal protective masks.
2. soap and water.
3. disinfectant spray.
4. paper towels for wiping down areas and as hand towels.
These supplies are to be readily available for the use of members at all times.
Both The club Room and additional classroom areas are to be disinfected and cleaned prior
to any assembly of members and immediately on their departure. This is to include:
•
•
•

The wiping down of all tables and chairs within the Club Room.
The wiping down of all doorknobs and other surfaces likely to be touched by
members during their time at the Club; and
The cleaning of all keyboards and train controllers that could have been used by
members.

The committee is to designate two members to complete the wipe-down at the end of each
meeting. Members will be told and reminded that they are responsible for wiping down tools
before they put them away in cupboards.
All members are to be notified that there is soap and water for the washing of hands and are
to be reminded to wash their hands regularly. They are also to be told that hand sanitiser is
to be readily available at a number of points should they prefer to use it. Paper towels,
rather than tea towels, are to be used to dry hands at all times.
Use of the Sink
The area around sink is one of our highest risk areas as it is in a corner of the room and has
the refrigerator on the third side. It is also very close to the area where people operate the
Baldwin Park layout. Thus, many people tend to congregate there to make a tea or coffee,
or to operate Baldwin Park, or to get a drink from the fridge or to use the rubbish bin, etc.
In fact, it becomes our highest risk area. Members are to be reminded of this and are
always to be told to control access.
Tea and Coffee Cups
Tea and coffee are still to be available. However, if the cups are not washed correctly then
they could become a high risk, noting that the virus will not continue to live in the period from
one meeting to another. The committee is to designate one person to wash all cups at the
end of the meeting. Detergent is to be used and cups are to be dried using a separate tea
towel.
Restrictions on Club Attendance
All Club members are to be warned prior to any meeting that they are not to attend if they
feel sick in any way and particularly if they have a cold or flu like symptoms.
If the weather is fine, tables may be moved outside so that members can spread out. In that
case, members should dress appropriately so that they can sit outside in comfort.
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Members will be advised to see their medical practitioner or local chemist and receive the flu
vaccination before attending a meeting at the Club. Further, members will be advised that
they should download the Federal Government’s CoVid-19 Safe application to help identify
any contact that they have with an infected person, particularly if he or she is another Club
member.
Signing-in
Members are to be reminded of the importance of signing-in each time they attend a meeting
so that attendance can be checked if there is any cross infection.
Because the sign-in book is right at the front door and everyone uses the same pen,
members should bring their own pen or sanitise their hands before and after using the one
that is available.
However, if the weather is fine, the sign-in book may be placed on a table outside the door
so that members do not congregate too closely.
=====================================================================
A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Over the past three months I have finally finished wiring the track and the
points on my new layout. I am amazed that it works although I have had to
modify my plans. The area that I had earmarked for a Station, goods yard
and town centre has grown and I don’t really have space to include the
town centre. This means that the space I had for a wheat farm and cattle
property is going to be replaced by the town – a sign of the times, I guess.
I now have to work out how I am going to include the wheat silos and cattle yards so that
they actually stand out and are included in the overall setting.
I also purchased a couple of locos, much to my wife’s disgust. With the bigger goods yard I
needed a shunter and Joe at Casula Hobbies just had what I wanted – a NSW 70 Class that
fits right into my time frame. I tried to con Peter M into selling me an NSW 35 Class Steam
Loco to go with a set of NSW Caves Express carriages that I purchased when Eric was
selling his massive collection. Pete wasn’t to be conned but he did point me to the exact
loco that happened to be on eBay at the time. After a bit of backwards and forwarding I hit
the lucky number and ended up with a perfect match for my carriages. Thanks Peter!
I still only have a half dozen locos and I have decided that now is the time to convert them to
sound rather than waiting until I have too many to convert. So, if there is anyone out there
who is willing to give me advice and show me how to do it, then I would really appreciate
some assistance. I am late to the scene but I am trying – some, including my wife would say
‘very trying’.
We have had a couple of Committee Meetings in the period, almost three months, since the
school closure on 23 March. Obviously, there wasn’t much to discuss, other than the fact
that it was important for us to stay in contact and make sure that everyone was managing
OK. I think we have done that, but it was really good to see some friendly faces when we
opened again last Tuesday.
We have safety measures in place, and I think that you will feel comfortable when you again
join us on a Tuesday morning. I think it is important that we all get together again as soon
as you feel comfortable in coming back to the Club in person – there is always a cup of tea
or coffee and biscuit with your name on it. There is also a heap of work still to be done on
Baldwin Park and on the new layout.
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I don’t know yet what is happening with the Malkara Train Show this year, but if it does
happen then I would like to have the new layout ready to display.
Also, just as an aside, Matt Sawtell from Models ‘n’ More is coming down to Canberra in late
July to demonstrate his Digikeijs Command and Control System and, more importantly, he is
donating one to the Mentor Group. More about this later.
See you all soon!
===================================================================

A GOOD COVID LOCKDOWN – By Andrew L.
I worked my way down the to do list and got to model trains. And what a lot of time I have
had, quickly getting into a routine involving four or five hours each day working on a new
train layout. Often waiting for glue or paint to dry. I had anticipated a zig zag railway along
one-bedroom wall occupying a bench 4.8 m long and 600mm deep. The layout is three
layers high, each layer having 200mm vertical space. Initially I thought the trains and tracks
were the main thing, but upon realising the grief that tracks and trains can bring, I have got
more excited by the buildings, lights and little people etc.

The photo shows a merry-go-round I made – the idea arising when I saw on eBay, a cheap
6-volt electric motor that turns 3 rpm from the end of its gearbox. To get electricity to the top
of the merry-go-round I put bare copper rings under the platter, with strips of copper pressing
up from below. I got that idea when gardening and using copper plant labels. They looked a
lot like electrical contacts! The lights flicker as the platter rotates – reminding me that
childhood fairground merry-go-rounds similarly flickered.
Having got into modelling mode I decided the horses better go up and down. Each horse is
on a wire that rests on a cam beneath the platter. If the wires do not get stuck, they do
actually go up and down
. Making the horses was a nightmare. After tedious carving I
painted them, and the balsa went all fluffy
. That is the last balsa I have used, much
preferring 3mm ply, or the 1.5mm ply, from an art shop, that is unbelievably free of defects –
a pleasure to use. It cuts with nice sharp edges.
I like led lights. They seem to add liveliness - especially if they change colour or light up the
little model people that are so cheap from China. With a zig zag railway there is frequent
need to change the points. It is nice to change the points before the train goes over them.
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So, I built lights that are green on the
through side and red on the other. The
lights change when the points are
changed. I thought it would be fun to only
have two wires to each light set, and
achieved this with pairing a r/g, common
cathode light, with a r/g common anode
light. By reversing the polarity of the
current, the red/green swap over when the
points change.

The dashboard shown in the photo, initiates a
momentary pulse to change the points as well as
sending a pulse to latching relays that work the
lights.
Months of work later I am getting tired and thinking
the Covid virus has gone long enough. Glad the
club is operating again.
Cheers
Andrew L.
=====================================================================
The following is allegedly an exchange of correspondence between a customer and the
Irish Railway Company [Larnrod Eireann].
Gentlemen,
I have been riding your trains daily for the last two years, and the service on your line
seems to be getting worse every day. I am tired of standing in the aisle all the time on a 14mile trip. I think the transportation system is worse than that enjoyed by people 2,000 years
ago.
Yours truly,
Patrick Finnegan
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Dear Mr. Finnegan,
We received your letter with reference to the shortcomings of our service and believe you
are somewhat confused in your history. The only mode of transportation 2,000 years ago
was by foot.
Sincerely,
Larnrod Eireann
Gentlemen,
I am in receipt of your letter, and I think you are the ones who are confused in your history
If you will refer to the Bible and the Book of David, 9th Chapter, you will find that Balaam
rode to town on his ass. That, gentlemen, is something I have not been able to do on your
train in the last two years!
Yours truly,
Patrick Finnegan

THE ONE THAT HAS GOT AWAY (so far)

by John W - photos by author

As I have previously discussed in these august pages there are certain immutable rules in
railway modelling, especially scratchbuilding railway rolling stock. This rule is that if you
decide to scratchbuild a prototype then once you have started someone will bring out the kit.
Should you continue with the build and not build the kit when you finish the scratchbuilt
model someone will bring out the ready-to-run model. Never fails – never except . . . read
on.
This is a model that has so far escaped the operation of this rule. The QW is a heavy or
special duties VR well-wagon built by the VR at Newport (VR’s in-house manufacturing
centre) in 1960 for the transport of very heavy equipment, in particular that used in the
construction of the Snowy River power generation scheme. It has seen infrequent use after
that project was completed.

The QW model from the side
The QW had three main components, the central well and the two bogie sub-chassis
assemblies of which there were two types with the central well component being common for
either type of bogie sub-chassis. The two types of bogie sub-chassis were equipped with
either 2 or 3 axle bogies which governed the weight of the load that could be carried. When
equipped with the two axle bogie sub-chassis the QW could carry around 70 tons and when
equipped with the three axle bogie sub-chassis it could carry over 100 tons. The schematic
shows the QW equipped with three axle bogie sub-chassis.
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At 94’6 and ½” in length the QW was the longest one piece wagon used on the VR and
unique to the VR. I am not sure if the wagon still exists but it apparently hasn’t been used
since the 1980’s.
I decided that I wanted a QW so built one and having seen models of the two axle bogie
sub-chassis version I decided to build the three axle bogie sub-chassis version. There is
also the fact that, apart from one rather major issue concerning the bogies, the three axle
bogie sub-chassis looked the easier sub-chassis to build.
So I built the wagon, in fact about three or four years ago, but then recently it took a fall, 1.2
metres onto the floor. For some reason plastic models hitting the floor from a height do not
damage the floor but do damage the model. Anyhow, I have now repaired it which is the
genesis of this short article on the wagon. I thought I had better get a description of the
model written before it falls again!

The underside of the QW
Firstly, a confession. The model is a representation not a scale model. The well
component is scale but the two bogie sub-chassis assemblies are not because I could not
find the right bogies. On the real wagon the three axle bogies are bogies from the tenders
of VR S class steam locos. There is a kit of the VR S class steam loco by Steam Era
models and I made enquiries but I cannot purchase the tender bogies as separate items.
So I had to find near enough equivalent bogies with a passing resemblance to the prototype
ones which I eventually did but the bogies I am using are a scale 7mm longer than the
prototype which means the bogie sub-chassis are 14mm longer than the prototype resulting
in the wagon being some 8 feet longer than the prototype. But I am prepared to live with
difference in the hope of getting the proper bogies sometime. So why not build the two axle
bogie sub-chassis you ask. As I said that version has been done before but also the
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chassis looks considerably more complicated than the three axle version and I am all for an
easier life.
The model is built from plasticard and had to be weighted to stay on the track. The only
difficulty was getting the curves of the well component too look right and I am reasonably
satisfied but it took several attempts as the sideframes of the well component were cut out
as single units to ensure the integrity and strength of the model. It is not easy to get two
identical sideframes, the more so when they are 25mm long! Otherwise the model was a
relatively straight forward cutting and gluing exercise.
The really major issue of making the model was how to get the wagon to operate to go
around curves. This is because the bogies are three axle which is always an issue on most
layouts but this wagon has four of the beasties, two in line at each end. Consequently, if
there is no means for the bogies to move laterally across the beam of the model the second
bogie will force the first bogie off the track at the first hint of a corner.
I have made provision for this lateral movement by providing a groove for the pivot point of
the innermost bogies allowing the pivot to also, in addition to rotating on the pivot, to move
from side to side across the wagon in a turn. I still have to test it on my usual test track,
which is Peter Amey’s helix when available and it may be that I will have to provide a similar
but shorter groove for the outer bogies to also move laterally.
There could well be another problem and that is the wagon is just too long anyway. It is
after all the equivalent of two long bogie wagons in length but as a single integrated vehicle.
This is not a problem on my layout which has only the gentlest of curves but could well be on
other layouts.
So there it is, a VR QW wagon.
John Wishart
17 June 2020
A footnote
John’s article was sent to me for the Bulletin and copied to a small group of members for
comment. Their responses have been included in the article. John Stewart from Alabama
replied with an example of the use of such a wagon:
“I am attaching a picture of a prototype long well depressed centre flat that we used to move
a steam engine here in Birmingham several years ago. That was a fun project for which I
was a volunteer, in charge of securing the flat car for the move. Fortunately, the CSX RR
staff took pity on this complete rookie, and really helped me and the project a great
deal. There are only about 10 of these “long” well cars in the US according to the CSX folks.
It is unique because the well is 47 feet long and just fit the locomotive we were moving with
the “cow catcher” removed.
Well done on the model and I hope it tracks well. I do like this type of car!”
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======================================================================
IS 3D PRINTING WORTH THE COST? By Michael H
I know in the past there has been discussions about buying a 3d printer for the club and
whether it would be worth the cost. I thought it might be worth giving a real-world example of
potential cost savings for discussion both within the club and those thinking of investing
personally.
As always, doing any activity yourself instead of buying it becomes a time versus money
discussion. Thankfully, I currently have plenty of time as, at time of writing, I haven't been
recalled to full time work yet. Therefore, this discussion will look more at the monetary value
of savings. This also won't be a debate about different printers but a generic look at a
printing job I'm working through currently and the savings benefit I will receive from it.
I've been trying to collect 1900-1950s NSWGR HO equipment which means a lot of 4-wheel
rolling stock. Ready to run (RTR) rolling stock has come a long way in the last decade in
quality and therefore has seen a sharp upturn in price. As an example, an LCH or S wagon
currently goes for about $45 each while I've seen some new wagons being advertised at $65
each. Way out of my price range. However, one of the benefits of isolation is it's given me
plenty of time to look into 3d printing.
I was originally looking at a large fleet of s wagons and LCH, but this has shifted slightly to
include RH wagons (Covered cement hoppers). Fortunately, they are very similar to LCHs
making the adaptation very easy. So, I started with an LCH.
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I chose to use Tinkercad as my CAD program. It uses shape manipulation to create objects,
is free and was easy to learn. I used various sources for my dimensions and ended up
creating the following:

Not too bad for a first go. I chose not to do rivets on the model as I didn't think my printer
would handle such fine detail. The S wagon I'm currently working on will experiment with
finer details. I had to make a couple of alterations to make sure the underframe would hold
together when glued but it finished pretty much like that picture. I didn't really time how long
it took me to draw but would have said it was less than 10 hours.
Once I had that model it wasn't too hard to manipulate it into an RH also. Remove the wood
lines on the bucket, put an extra brace bar across the top of the buffers and create a cover,
again without the rivets, 2 more hours max.

I'm pretty happy with the way it's worked out so far too. The following prints were not done
on my printer. Thanks for that goes to Mal Irving.
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Some paint and a few more details and I think these will look quite nice. It has definitely
been a learning experience but finding a CAD program that works for me conceptually has
really helped.
So, how much are these going to cost me to produce? For the RH, my printing program is
estimating 15 grams of filament (Plastic) will be used. We'll round that out to 20 grams as I'm
also printing the coupler boxes and there is a little wastage. For the LCH that would be 15
grams. Filament rolls range in cost between $20-$40 so we'll just use the average of $30 per
kg, which converts to 3c per gram. So, the plastic for the RH costs me 60c and the LCH 45c.
I've just bought a pack of wheels (8 axles) for $27ish (I'm sure there are cheaper prices out
there and that includes postage) which breaks down to $6.75 to support a single wagon.
As I'm printing my own coupler boxes, I only need the Kadees themselves. A box of 25 pairs
of long shank couplers will cost me about $70 (Again, including postage) making them about
$2.80 per wagon.

This leaves us with:
Print
Wheels
Couplers
Total

LCH
$0.45
$6.75
$2.80
$10

RH
$0.60
$6.75
$2.80
$10.15

Even if you called that $15 per wagon once you include paints, electricity and alike, I can
print my own wagons for 1/3rd the cost of buying an RTR version. That definitely makes it
worth my time, and I can print as many as I want. There are also no copyright issues so if I
wanted to print some for others or share my CAD files then it wouldn't be an issue either.
And I'm sure there would be members out there who could take something like this and get it
to the same detail quality as some of the commercial versions.
I wasn't going to talk about the cost of a printer but to get some perspective I plan to have at
least 20-30 of these wagons on my layout. 30 x $45 = $1350 versus my printed versions at
30 x $15 = $450. I'm sure with the saved $900 I could get quite a nice printer to be able to do
more and better printing with.
All I needed was some spare time.
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NB. One of the questions that was asked was how hard it was to create items for printing. I
might write a couple of articles on Tinkercad that works through my S wagon design so
others can see how easy it can be.
=====================================================================

THE LATEST ON EAST COAST HIGH SPEED RAIL – From the Australasian
Railway Association
Following multiple studies and years of debate, a 350km/hr High Speed Rail line is back on
public and political agendas.
High Speed Rail is not another rail project. This is long-term nation-building project designed
for the future landscape of Australia.
Australia’s rising population is overloading our cities, creating crippling congestion and
increasing the demand on our transport systems. If our cities come to a standstill, so too will
our nation’s productivity.
Australia needs an improved transport system that provides for our future. One that connects
the nation; opens up regional Australia; transforms the way people live, work and travel; and
efficiently moves our growing population and freight around the country.
The Federal Government's Implementation Study
Through a two-phase implementation study, a 1,748 km preferred route (Melbourne –
Brisbane) has been earmarked with four city centre stations, four city-peripheral stations
(two in Sydney, one in Brisbane, one in Melbourne) and 12 regional stations.
Specifically, the following route has been proposed:
•

Stage one: Sydney, Southern Highlands, Canberra, Wagga Wagga, Albury Wodonga,
Shepparton, Melbourne.

•

Stage two: Sydney, Central Coast, Newcastle, Taree, Port Macquarie, Coffs Harbour,
Grafton, Casino, Gold Coast, Brisbane.
HSR Routes
Line 1:
Sydney - Melbourne
Stage 1:
Sydney - Canberra
Stage 2:
Canberra - Melbourne
Line 2:
Sydney - Brisbane
Stage 3:
Sydney - Newcastle
Stage 4:
Brisbane - Gold Coast
Stage 5:
Brisbane - Newcastle

Distance

Travel times

Forecast passengers
in 2065

894km

2 hours 44 mins

18.76M people/yr.

283km

64 mins

5.19M people/yr.

611km

2 hours 10 min

2.7M people/year

854km

2hrs 37 mins

10.86M people/yr.

134km

39 mins

4.75M people/yr.

115km

Not yet modelled

2.2M people/year

606km

2 hours 21mins

Not yet modelled
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Competing with Air
Global experience shows that people will transfer from flying to high speed rail if the trip is
shorter than three hours. Any longer than three hours and people will continue to fly.
As a result, the success of high-speed rail along Australia’s East Coast relies on its ability to
travel between capital cities in under 3 hours.
As per the above table, modelling shows that at speeds of 350km/hr, these travel times are
achievable, thus confirming high speed rail’s suitability along Australia’s East Coast.
The key with high speed rail is that the travel is CBD to CBD, not airport to airport, further
reducing travel time.

HOW THE INTERNET STARTED
In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto
himself a healthy young wife by the name of Dorothy. And Dot Com was a comely woman,
large of breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she was often called Amazon Dot
Com. And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel so far from town to
town with thy goods when thou canst trade without ever leaving thy tent?" And Abraham
did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but simply
said, "How, dear?"
And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages
saying what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price. The
sale can be made on the drums and delivery made by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)."
Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. And the
drums rang out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the
top price, without ever having to move from his tent.
To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot
devised a system that only she and the drummers knew. It was known as Must Send Drum
Over Sound (MSDOS), and she also developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures Hebrew to the People (HTTP).
And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel
dung. They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS. And
lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that
no one noticed that the real riches were going to that enterprising drum dealer, Brother
William of Gates, who bought off every drum maker in the land. Indeed, he did insist on
drums to be made that would work only with Brother Gates' drumheads and drumsticks.
And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others." And
Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or eBay as it came to be known. He said, "We
need a name that reflects what we are."
And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." "YAHOO," said Abraham.
And because it was Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com.
Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that
he was, soon started using Dot's drums to locate things around the countryside.
It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE).
That is how it all began. And that's the truth.
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EDEN TO CANBERRA RAILWAY
The ever alert RonG spotted these stories in the Canberra Times in recent days. It will be
interesting to see if anything comes of the proposal in our lifetimes. Eden Port is a small
fishing port that is working hard to attract cruise liners as well and has little, if any, freight
infrastructure, The Navy has a wharf there which can double as a freight wharf when
needed, but there is not much else.
From: The Canberra Times, Tues 23.6.2020
The combination of the forthcoming Eden-Monaro byelection and the Prime Minister's desire
to "unlock" regional employment using $72 billion worth of infrastructure funding has
revitalised support for the Canberra to Eden freight rail link.
Eden-Monaro candidates Jason Potter, from the Federation Party, and Trevor Hicks, from
the Nationals, have thrown their support behind the proposal, declaring it would provide a
much-needed boost for the far South Coast region economy and maximise use of one of
best deep water ports in Australia.
John Holland Rail, which manages the NSW regional rail service, received $1 million in
government funding in August 2018 toward a feasibility study for the proposed link.
Completion of the study was promised by June 2019 but now, a year further on, is still not
publicly released.
After Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced earlier this month that $72 billion would be
ploughed into regional projects, the Eden rail link proposal has gathered fresh impetus.
It would be primarily a freight link, with some passenger trains, and comprise three sections:
Canberra to Cooma, Cooma to Bombala and Bombala to Eden.
The construction cost would be around $2.54 billion over five years, but provide a costbenefit two-and-a-half times that, according to the study's estimates.
"We've done our own investigations and believe it would be tremendously beneficial for the
state, engineeringly feasible and economically viable," engineer Edwin Michell said.
"It would be very informative to have the full study released after the people of NSW have
paid for it."
The proposed Eden link would also aim to knit near Cootamundra to the approved Brisbane
to Melbourne inland rail project, which received funding from the Federal government in the
latest infrastructure stimulus package and will comprise 40 per cent new rail.
The former Canberra to Cooma 114km rail link, disused for more than 30 years, would need
a complete overhaul with the bridges, ballast, sleepers and tracks replaced.
The benefit is that the existing route, with its cuttings and earthworks, is almost suited to
modern rail rolling stock.
The old 93km section from Cooma to Bombala "was not built to as high a standard" as the
previous section, Mr MIchell's report says, and needs upgrading to modern standards with
deviations to open the curves. Most of the new cuttings needed are less than five metres in
height.
However, the most significant cost is establishing an entirely new route from Bombala to
Eden, a track length of 106km via Towamba, which would be about three times as expensive
as the two other sections at $1.06 billion.
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This spectacular section would have double reverse curves, cross the Towamba River, and
have a 950-metre tunnel.
A key benefit, of which both candidates are fiercely supportive, is putting Eden's existing
deep water port to more use at a time when other NSW ports are under pressure.

Hold the Presses! A new (or new-old) story is developing.
Written on Tuesday morning, 23rd June 2020.
Just when you think that nothing is going to change, along comes a federal by-election and
candidates pull a rabbit out of a hat!
This morning’s “Canberra Times” has a story about resurrecting the proposal to build a railway
line (mainly for freight, but with some passenger traffic) from the deep-water port in Eden, up
the steep escarpment to Bombala, and then through Cooma to Canberra. There is also
mention of linking that proposed line to the Inland rail line by means of a link at Cootamundra.
The proposed Canberra to Cooma section is said to need new bridges, ballast, sleepers &
track, but could basically use the existing track bed.
The Cooma to Bombala section would require a re-alignment of sections of the track to widen
the radius of curves, which would be more costly.
The final section from Bombala to Eden (106 km long) would be about three times as costly
as the other sections, with an estimated price of $1.06 billion. It would include a Towamba
River bridge and a 950-metre tunnel.
In these days of cost-benefit analysis scrutiny, the proposed new line would cost an estimated
$2.54 billion and produce a benefit 2 ½ times that amount.
Interestingly, it was reported that John Holland Rail had been given $1 million in 1998 to
conduct a feasibility study of this rail link proposal, with a June 2019 report-back date. That
study is yet to be released.
If this proposal, still a little “pie in the sky” at this stage, were to be given serious financial
support, any idea of cycle “rail trails” for that line would largely fade away.
If you are interested in further information on this interesting topic, nave a look at COOMA
AND MONARO PROGRESS ASSOCIATION “Concept Plan for Canberra to Eden Railway”
The publication includes some excellent maps of the route and surrounds.See
chttp://www.coomansw.com.au/Graphics/CMPA%20Canberra%20Eden%20Railway.pdf
It is also noticeable that Eden barely rates a mention in the NSW Government’s “NSW
Freight and Ports Plan 2018-2023 - Transport for NSW”
(GOOD LUCK!!)
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President: Bob Morton
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund,
Chris Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John
Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse.

JULY 2020
1 July (Weds)
7 July (Tues)
14 July (Tues)
15 July (Weds)
21 July (Tues)
28 July (Tues)
AUGUST 2020
4 August (Tues)
5 August (Weds)
11 August (Tues)
18 August (Tues)
19 August (Weds)
25 August (Tues)

Club meeting – Topic – The History of the
CMRCI
Continuing work on Club layouts
Continuing work on Club layouts
Club Meeting – running night
Continuing work on Club layouts
Continuing work on Club layouts

Club meeting – Topic TBA
Continuing work on Club layouts
Continuing work on Club layouts
Club Meeting – running night
Continuing work on Club layouts
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