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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter   
 

May 2020      

 

NEXT MEETING 
Due to the restrictions imposed by the COVID pandemic, all club meetings are cancelled 
until further notice. 
 

Best wishes to all – stay well, stay safe. 
 

 

      
  
 
 
A SHORT NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 

It is now some three weeks since we stopped meeting in the Club Room at Kaleen High 
School and, I guess, more importantly, some five or six weeks since we cancelled Expo.  
Both are going to have some long-term implications for us.  We haven’t been able to do any 
work on our Club layouts, although I did notice that someone has been in and cleaned up 
and done some work on Phil’s Zig Zag as well as the new layout.  While it may be OK for an 
individual to do some work, it is, I think, unfortunately, too early for a group to meet to work.   
 
When I get the word, I will try and arrange some small work parties before we start to meet 
more formally. 
 
The cancellation of Expo will have more far reaching effects in that it will hurt us financially.  
It is interesting, though, the word that I have had from numerous traders is that they were 
disappointed that we had to cancel and are really looking forward to coming in 2021.  So, 
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2021 has the potential to be a really good year.  However, Phil assures us that we will be OK 
as long as we don’t go out and spend a fortune.   
 
We have made about $500 by helping Eric sell his layout.  We sold most of his buildings and 
some rolling stock to Club members, making about $200.00, or 10% of the total, and another 
$300.00 when we sold the remaining locomotives and carriages to Casula Hobbies. Joe and 
his wife, Teressa, actually came down to Canberra before the lockdown and we loaded 
some 16 cartoons of rolling stock into his car for the trip back to Sydney.  
 
I have been trying to keep in contact with a number of you and would urge everyone to 
create a mailing list of members and do the same.  You can actually find most of our email 
lists in the email that Peter Amey sent out on 24 March 2020 telling us that the school was 
enforcing us to Stand Down.   
 
I have heard from a lot you and it appears that you are doing what I am – namely spending 
an inordinate amount of time out in the shed sorting out my layout.  In fact, I have just about 
finalised my track and installed some 30 point motors.  After testing everything I will start 
with the ballast. If I complain about slow it is my wife just turns to me and says, ‘You would 
complain if it was quick and you had finished everything.  Remember, it is a hobby and not 
meant to be rushed (or finished).’ 
 
Depending on how things progress, we have our next Committee Meeting via email and, I 
guess, we may have to delay our AGM but that is still well in the future. 
 
However, if there is anything that any one of you needs assistance with, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or anyone else on the Committee and we will do our best, within the 
limits of current Government restrictions, to do whatever is required.   
 

 
 
THE AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION (WA Branch) – By Noel L 
I was fortunate to be able to spend 5 hours at the AMRA (WA Branch) clubrooms in 
February this year.  I received an excellent reception from the members and was introduced 
to the President, Mr Ron Fryer.  I was shown around the large premises by a Committee 
Member Mr Trevor Burke. 
 
The club is undeniably impressive.  It has been in existence since its initial meeting in 1972.  
The Club is housed in two large adjacent former government buildings located in 
Bassendean, a Perth suburb.  The buildings were surplus to requirements and the 
government offered them to the community.  AMRA (WA) made a strong case and acquired 
a very useful home for the club.  It is situated adjacent to the Western Australian Railway 
Museum (worth a good look in itself). 
 
AMRA (WA) has 15 layouts  - 10 are on display, 2 are being rebuilt and 3 are in storage.  
There are N, HO, OO layouts and a G scale layout outside the building.  
 
One of the layouts that I enjoyed and had a good look at is Haltwhistle.  The primary layout 
is Haltwhistle, a large layout measuring 12 m x 4m.  Among other things it features a 
day/night lighting sequence.  
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Haltwhistle ready for an exhibition. 
 
Haltwhistle is their oldest layout, having been started in 1981. It is modelled on a UK 
Yorkshire Dales scene, the station buildings being representative of the period from the 
1930s.  
 
The layout is a two track mainline with a through station, Cumwaite Junction, which is the 
start of a single-track branch line to Haltwhistle station. The layout is DC and DCC 
compatible. 
 
The Haltwhistle station is set on a higher level and has a single platform with a run-a-round 
loop and goods yard. Over time a ten-road fiddle yard, five up and five down, has been 
added to the rear of the layout. 
 

 
Swan View station area 
 
Another layout that I enjoyed was Swan View. This layout is an S [1:64] scale model of 
Swan View station on the former Western Australian Government Railways on the outskirts 
of Perth using 16.5mm gauge track to depict the narrow gauge railway. 
 

The nine metre long layout has been constructed to a scale of 1:64 using Peco 16.5mm 
gauge track [Sn3½ scale] to represent the 3’ 6” gauge of the WAGR. It represents the former 
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WAGR station of Swan View situated in the Darling Ranges east of Perth on the former 
Eastern Railway to Kalgoorlie. 
 
It has a ten track storage yard. The buildings are scale models of the actual buildings that 
were once found at the Swan View station and its surrounds. The scenery is plaster with a 
major feature being the many hand made trees. The only tunnel on the WAGR is also 
represented on the layout featuring some fine cast rockwork scenery. 
 
The control system has been kept simple and the main lines of the layout are on the level.   
This allows members to run their trains with a minimum of fuss and great reliability. 
 
The layout is DC and DCC compatible. 
 
The club boasts a large and very well stocked library with huge data bases and a smoko 
room about as big as our clubroom.  There is a modelling room for members who wish to 
build kits, scratch build, etc.   
 
 

One corner of the AMRA (WA) Library 
 
Their trophy Room has to be seen to be believed.  I counted at least 38 trophies and awards, 
all in excellent condition. 
 
The club has a monthly newsletter called Branch Line that has been established for many 
years – they are currently up to Volume 43. 
 
The Club opens for members for evening meetings Monday to Friday from 2000 to 2230. 
Tuesday and Thursday Daytime meetings from 1000 to 1500.  Saturday meetings from 1330 
to 1700.  Model Railroaders from other localities are always welcome.  
 
A most enjoyable visit – strongly recommended to any members visiting Perth.  If you want 
to see more have a look at their website – www.amra-wa-branch.asn.au 
 
Noel L 
 
====================================================================== 
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Well, it is Easter! 

 
================================================================ 

 
HOW MUCH OF THE HISTORY OF OUR CLUB DO YOU KNOW? – by RonG 
The further that I delve into the history of Canberra Model Railway Club Inc., the more I find 
events and information that I hadn’t previously known. 
 
I now have absolute proof that CMRC (without the “I” for “incorporated” ) was officially formed 
in 1960, but there have been a number of “highs” and “lows” in the years that followed. 
 
We have all enjoyed the clubroom facilities at Kaleen, but how many members know that for 
many years the club did not have a decent-sized permanent home? Note my use of the term 
“decent sized”, as way back in July 1963, the club did move into a new 12 ft x 10 ft 
demountable building in a member’s yard in the suburb of Griffith. (The club purchased the 
building, paying it off with a number of instalments.) 
 
Could we all fit into a room that small today? There is no evidence about what happened to 
that building, or even if it exists today.  
 
For many, many years, meetings were held in the homes of members, and such meetings 
were even better if the host had a home layout for running trains! 
 
Did you know: 

1. That the club had an early member (in 1960’s) from the U.K.’s Royal Air Force 
(R.A.F.)? His name was Frank Morris and he was attached to the U.K. High 
Commission. 
 

2. That a Dominican priest was the club secretary back in 1971? Even better, he had a 
portable double-track layout that was used for demonstrations of models running in a 
3-week promotion organised by the ACT Library Service. 
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3. The CMRC helped organise the first Malkara School exhibition held over the Bank 

Holiday long weekend in August? CMRC helped organise Malkara exhibitions until 
1978. 
 

4. The first club exhibition layout was a NSW-outline layout based in the Southern 
Highlands? It was called “Bargo” and was first exhibited in 1977. 
 

5. That the club built an American-outline exhibition layout in the Tharwa community hall? 
It was called the “Hamilton & Ohio” and was built at a time when the club had a lot of 
members modelling U.S. outline. 
 

Putting the club history together from documents and interview material is moving ahead, and 
Chapter 2 is taking shape. All contributions are welcome. 

 

 
YOUNG LOVE AND THE FRYING PAN 
Young Paddy invited his mother for dinner, during the course of the meal his mother couldn't 
help but notice how lovely Paddy's flat mate, Joanne, was. 
 
She had long been suspicious of a relationship between the two, and this only made her 
more curious.  Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she started to 
wonder if there was more between young Paddy and his flat mate than met the eye. 
 
Reading his mum's thoughts, Young Paddy volunteered, 'I know what you must be thinking, 
but I assure you, Joanne & I are just flat mates'. 
 
About a week later, Joanne came to young Paddy saying, 'Ever since your mother came to 
dinner, I've been unable to find the frying pan, you don't suppose she took it do you?? 
 
'Well I doubt it, but I'll e-mail her just to be sure' said Paddy. 
 
So he sat down and wrote 
 
DEAR MOTHER, 
 
I'M NOT SAYING THAT YOU 'DID' TAKE THE FRYING PAN FROM MY HOUSE. 
I'M NOT SAYING THAT YOU 'DID NOT' TAKE THE FRYING PAN 
BUT THE FACT REMAINS THAT IT HAS BEEN MISSING EVER SINCE YOU WERE HERE 
FOR DINNER.? 
 
LOVE PADDY 
 
Several days later, Paddy received an email from his mother which read 
 
DEAR SON, 
 
I'M NOT SAYING THAT YOU 'DO' SLEEP WITH JOANNE, AND I'M NOT SAYING THAT 
YOU 'DO NOT' SLEEP WITH JOANNE, 
 
BUT THE FACT REMAINS THAT IF SHE WAS SLEEPING IN HER OWN BED, SHE 
WOULD HAVE FOUND THE FRYING PAN BY NOW! 
 
LOVE MAM. 
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A REQUEST FOR SUGGESTIONS – By MichaelH 
Hi All, 
 
In building my layout I have come to a point where I need some guidance on the best 
industries to place in a given area. I was hoping some of you might have some ideas......... 
 
Before I go into more detail though, let me introduce you to what I've got so far. It's a HO 
scale freelance layout set in the 1940's. However, I'm trying to base at least some of the 
buildings off prototype locations combined into an up and coming industrial park. It is 
currently unnamed (Happy to take suggestions for that too). 
 
As most would say, the budget is limited. I have used what resources I have available and 
that meant pallet wood. Before the perfectionists get up in arms, there have been lots of 
ways for me to use pallet wood in non-critical areas while using said limited funds for the 
important parts. It's working for me and I'll leave it at that. Background is done out of corflute 
with lighting to be one of my next purchases. 
 
My apologies to those who are used to track plans, this is all currently in my head. However, 
things are progressing as I have been hoping. So......enough talk.  
 
Time for some pictures....but a warning, they are mobile phone pics so not a great 
resolution. 
 

 
This is the beginning of the main L section of my layout. 
 
In the foreground will be a river with 2 bridges, a stone bridge on the left (Main line) and a 
timber bridge in the middle (Industrial spur). There will be a road going from aisle to 
backdrop between the pile of scrap and plastic box with the boxcar sitting on a team track. 
My version of the Berrima Cement Works is in the background. 
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Another angle of my cement works. The small shed on the left won't stay there, as 
you'll see in the next few photos. 
 
 

 
This is my yard with its goods shed.  
 
The front 2 tracks have a 15in curve to get in, as does the spur track which feeds of the front 
left. The rear two tracks are 24in+ with the main running around the outside. The lantern in 
the right corner will be a roundhouse, the blue scissors a turntable and the orange box 
represents points which feed the turntable and another industrial track. This is the track 
requiring suggestions. But we'll come back to that. 

 
  
This is Phase 
2 and the 
other side of 
my river.  
 
The main line 
(rear) will 
curve into the 
isle at almost 
the end. The 
spur track will 
feed a 
sawmill* and 
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oil distributor within the main line. I haven't decided what to put on the outside of the curve 
yet but will most likely be non-rail served scenery. 
 
*The prototype for the sawmill I plan on scratch building will be Ison and Co's sawmill. They 
are based in Nowra, NSW, and weren't rail served  but were good to my father, a builder, so 
I decided to honour that with using them for my prototype. 
 

 
This is Phase 3.  
 
Not much currently but I promise there is a bench under there somewhere. The main line will 
feed around the sawmill and cross the aisle feeding in at the back right hand corner. The 
current plans for this section are a limestone mine, loosely based on Marulan, an orchard 
(Mother in Law gave me fruit trees a couple of years ago so I'd better use them) and a 
logging camp. I have left provision for this to leave the left side of the above photo and rejoin 
the main line near the roundhouse to give a complete circle if I just want to watch trains. 
However, that will be my last priority. 
 
Now that you've had the whirlwind tour of my messy shed, let's get back to that question. 
Which industry or industries should I put along that track? I have about 275mm of depth to 
work with and about 1250mm between the switch and the end of board/Cement Works. 
Though I'd consider myself a novice, I'm happy to scratch build and if there is an Australian 
prototype I can work off even better. Lastly, not a must but if it did tie in with the orchard then 
that would give me a to/from scenario for any ops I may end up doing. 
 
Feel free to reply with responses to the group email that Bob started or reply to me directly at 
michaelsemail@exemail.com.au 
 
As an aside, the shadow boxing (Not quite pictured) and all the track work are post isolation 
additions. 
 
I look forward to hearing the ideas that come forth. 
 
Michael 

mailto:michaelsemail@exemail.com.au
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MODEL RAILWAY TIPS  - A way to lay scatter or ground cover 
 
If you lay your ground cover, as I do, by sprinkling the stuff from your fingers you’ll love – or 
perhaps hate – this tip. 
 
Use a sieve to apply scatter. 
 

• Paint the area you want to cover in a mixture of base paint (ie green for vegetation, 
brown for gravel – a cheap acrylic will do) and PVA.  Not too much or you will get 
ridges on the surface of the mix. 

• Go and nick a tea strainer or small sieve from the kitchen. 
• Fill it with ground cover 
• Sieve the ground cover over the area you want to cover. 

 
Doing so covers an area quicker and with a much more even application, resulting in a more 
convincing finish so it looks better. 

It’s also more a more efficient technique as less material is needed to cover an area. 

Some experienced modellers prefer to lay the ground cover on a clean bare surface and 
then spray a PVA solution on the scatter – whatever works best for you.  

With acknowledgement to The Model Railway Engineer for the idea.   
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THANKS 
A huge thank you to all the contributors who stepped forward with articles for this edition.  It 
certainly made my job a lot easier. 
 

I wonder what they are going to do for the next edition?   
 
Seriously folks, keep the articles, photos, jokes, ideas and questions coming.  Whatever you 
provide will interest someone. - Ed. 
 
 

 
 
WHAT I HAVE BEEN DOING IN MY FORCED TIME AT HOME ? – By BobM 
Knowing that Peter will endeavour to produce a new Bulletin to keep in contact with our 
members during the pandemic, I decided to write a brief article on what I have been doing 
with my time while I have been forced to remain incarcerated at home.   
 
When I retired I decided that I really wanted a model railway like I had seen at various 
Expos.  I remember playing with trains as a kid and decided that I could do it.  However, 
once I started I found it was a little more complicated than I thought, so I joined the Canberra 
Model Railway Club in order to pick the brains of the experts.  Little did I know……….. 
 
However, I did manage to ‘complete’ a layout that went round and round but that was all.  
That really wasn’t what I wanted.  I needed something that I could play with and where the 
trains actually did things.  Plus, I learnt that I needed points that could be operated either by 
touching a button or electronically and I needed signals that meant something and, and, and 
………… 
 
My layout was a fair effort at model building as you can see from the photographs but It 
wasn’t the ‘real’ thing. 
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So, after a fair bit of procrastination, I decided to scrap my layout and start again. 
 
I sat down and completed a design on AnyRail.  I looked great but, of course, I had to 
demolish my first layout (the one that I had put my heart and soul into) then clear it and my 
shed to give me the room I needed.   
 
The new layout is ‘U’ shaped with each leg of the ‘U’ 2700 x 1800 and the base 3000 x 900, 
making the overall length nearly 7000.  
 
I want to work on an Australian theme, specifically NSW in the late steam, early diesel era 
featuring both NSW and AusRail.  Not sure that this will work with the purists, but, really, 
who cares?   
 
 However, this gets me to what I have been doing for that few weeks and what I will be doing 
until we can meet again. I have finished the base.  There is a lower loop which will pass 
underneath the one end that will house a typical Australian country village and freight 
terminal. Because I have the loop underneath I have raised the freight terminal so that its 
wires and point motors will not interfere with trains travelling on the lower loop.  
 

 
Separation for wiring installation 
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Eventually this area will be wheat and stock properties 

 
I am currently working on the wiring which is definitely not as neat as Terry’s – I guess 
officers are just big hands on little maps while NCOs are left to work out the detail.  My aim is 
to finish getting trains running on the whole layout, having points that are electronically 
controlled and start working on ballasting the tracks before we are able to meet again face-
to-face.  
 

 
Dry river and tunnel 
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Top engine and freight yards 
 
And while talking about ballast.  I purchased some of Chuck’s Allendale Ballast and tried it 
on a completed loop of my new layout and I could not get it take as easily as the Woodland 
Scenic ballast had worked on my old layout.  Even though I used exactly the same 
application technique as with the Woodland Scenic ballast, Chuck’s ballast appeared to stick  
to the rails and clump somewhat.  Is there some special trick to using Chuck’s ballast that 
someone is aware of and I am not?  Any suggestions welcomed, even though I am nowhere 
near that stage yet. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
A MESSAGE FROM WOODLAND SCENICS – Via BobM 
 
Greetings, 
 
Woodland® is temporarily changing how we do business to protect our employees and their 
families due to the COVID-19 virus entering our community.  
 
Changes include: 
• Limited hours of operation and the number of personnel performing necessary duties.  
• We are unavailable to take calls, but you can email us through our website. Please 

expect delayed responses.  
 
You can still place an order online at our website, but please expect delays in shipping.  
 
Please visit our website for more information.  
 
There is no social media activity at this time. If you have questions, please email us through 
our website.  
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience. Woodland is continually monitoring the 
situation so we can return to normal operations as soon as possible. We are thinking of our 
retailers during this difficult time, and we hope you continue to support their businesses.  
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Our thoughts and prayers are with you, your families, our first responders and all those 
essential employees on the frontlines.  
 
Thank you for your interest in our products, and we hope you all stay safe and healthy!  
 
Note:  With a decrease in staffing and an obvious decrease in production, if you are 
planning on using Woodland Scenics products in the relative near future, I would suggest 
you buy them soon.  If the supplier cuts back on production then there will be a shortage 
right throughout the supply line and Australia is well down the line and will take longer to re-
stock.  
 
====================================================================== 

 

ROKR MODELS – by ChrisN 
With the lock down we are all experiencing because of the virus outbreak, most seem to be 

turning to little projects to keep themselves occupied at home.  Some time ago I came 

across ROKR models, and find them useful in taking up time and interest.  The models are 

similar to a 3D jigsaw, with laser cut ply pieces that press fit together without the need for 

glue or fixings.  There are many models available, but the one that interested me was a loco, 

made up of over 300 pieces, and including a spring motor that causes the model to shuffle 

along.  It’s about 30 cm long and took about a week to complete, with detailed 

instructions.  They even include a block of wax to lubricate the wooden gears.  It doesn’t run 

very far on one wind, and there’s no track, but it does keep the cat fascinated.    You can 

examine the range of available models at rokrpuzzles.com.  Another company doing similar 

things is Ugears.  Based in Ukraine, they have an Australian distributor, at website 

ugearsaustralia.com.au 

 

============================================================================= 

 

http://rokrpuzzles.com/
http://ugearsaustralia.com.au/
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====================================================================== 
 

HISTORY CORNER 
 “It is perhaps not superfluous to point out here that throughout the 1830s and 1840s 
travel was still for the most part an activity for the rich or the adventurous. Most 
transportation on the European continent was by ship or mail coach, and it was time-
consuming, expensive, and uncomfortable.  
 
Not until the emergence of the train did travel become an activity for the middle and 
lower middle class. Yet the railroads were still in their infancy under the July 
Monarchy. The first passenger railway was not built until 1837, and by 1840 only 433 
kilometers of rail had been laid down.  
 
Then railroad building picked up speed; by 1848, 1,592 kilometers of rail lines were 
in use while 2,144 more were under construction.  
 
The railroads were to encourage yet a new kind of travel publication, the railroad 
guide or itinerary, which described and illustrated (in wood engravings or lithographs) 
the major sights along a particular line. However, this new type of publication, though 
it originated during the July Monarchy, did not become widespread until the Second 
Empire.”  
 
― Petra ten-Doesschate Chu, The Art Of The July Monarchy: France, 1830 to 
1848 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4851226
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4851226
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
 

President: Bob Morton 
Secretary: Peter Amey  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Chris 
Neil, 

Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 
 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John 
Wishart, Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 
 
MAY 2020 

? ? 

  

  

 
JUNE 2020 

? ? 

  

  

 
 

STAY SAFE – SEE YOU SOON. 
 


