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CORONAVIRUS AND THE CMRCI
As previously announced, the club is in recession until the Coronavirus issue is sorted out
and it is safe to gather again.
The Committee will keep members informed of any issues and when the club will be
operating again.
In the meantime, stay safe and wash your hands.
================================================================
CANCELLATION OF THE 2020 CANBERRA MODEL TRAIN EXPO
As you are aware the Committee has reluctantly, but sensibly, cancelled this year’s
exhibition. As you will have seen in the media, we are not alone in taking this action. At this
stage the Albury show (scheduled for May) probably will not happen. Epping has cancelled
their exhibition (June). Even Malkara (August) is looking doubtful. Hopefully Wagga (Nov.)
will be able to go ahead.
We have received sympathetic messages from other clubs, our exhibitors and traders – the
latter are already putting their hands up for the 2021 Expo.
Our Treasurer has some good news – see his message below.
Ed – A personal comment. I have been involved to a limited degree in preparations for the
Expo, doing some peripheral hack work. It has, however, given me an insight into the
operations of the Management Group. I have to say that their innovation, organisation and
management of the Expo planning and preparation was excellent. The enthusiasm,
dedication, thought and plain hard work that goes into it is incredible. We owe them our
thanks.
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The Management Group are:
Coordinator:
Registrar:
Finance:
Venue:
First Aid Officer:
Publicity:
Site Plan and Program:
Entry:
Venue Set Up:

Chis Neil
Mal Irving
Phil Young
Bob Morton
Andrew Simpson
Bob Morton, Andrew Lund, David Gorell
Andrew Lund
Volker Aeuckens
Terry Smith

MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
For all those members who are worried about the implications of the club cancelling Expo
this year due to the virus concerns; let me put your minds at rest about CMRCI’s financial
position.
Over the past few years, we have accumulated a large enough financial reserve to allow us
to overcome any loss of income from Expo. We have established a contingency/insurance
account to allow us to cater for a one-of event such as this and not be in danger of “going
into the red”. Based on my calculations with similar expenditure/income as this year carrying
across into the next financial year, including completing McEvoy Junction, our total assets,
although diminished, will be more than enough to allow the club to function normally without
the need to even touch the insurance account.
So, all in all, there are no worries about finance, providing we are frugal in our spending
leading up to next year’s Expo.
Regards
Phil
Treasurer
CMRCI
In the meantime, wash your hands and stay safe.
=====================================================================

ONE FOR DAVE
In Germany they are stocking up for the crisis with sausages and cheese.
That’s the wurst kase scenario.
======================================================================
STAYING AT HOME DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC – WHAT DO I DO?
BY Ron G
Well, I could catch up on recorded T.V. programs, or watch DVD’s. I could read those books
that I put aside for “later”. I could do those many maintenance tasks that are waiting for
attention around the house & yard. I could do some gardening. Or, . . . I could do some
Railway Modelling!
Like many of my fellow club members, there are modelling jobs that I just never get around to
doing. For example:
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•

Incomplete modelling jobs, such as fitting new Kadee couplers on wagons, fixing or
replacing damaged or missing couplers or wheel sets, repairing wagon bodies, and so
on. I am planning to tackle some of these small tasks as a break between larger, more
intensive projects.

•

I have a few HO scale model locomotives that require the fitting of DCC decoders –
and I HAVE decoders on hand to fit them. Some locos are even partially along the path
to having this job done, and I managed to put a label on the containers in which they
reside. I hope that I kept all the loose screws, etc in the box as well! I have a nice early
Austrains Silverton 422 loco that fits into this category, and I did get some good advice
from Graeme at the clubroom some time ago about swapping my early Austrains NR
loco body for an SDS early Indian Pacific body & chassis, to run with my Lima stainless
steel carriages to make up a “look-alike” Indian Pacific consist. There are even some
decals put away to place on the sides of the carriages.

•

Then there are kits purchased and placed aside for building “later on” when time is
available. Under the present conditions, that time is NOW!

In this last category are the RUB cars (early NSW air-conditioned passenger cars, that ran
behind 38 class steam and early diesels.) When Lloyd Sawyer (one of our Life Members) was
selling out his stock from his “Lloyd’s Model railways” business at a Lyneham Hockey Centre
exhibition, I bought sufficient sets (at a good price) to make up a RUB car set. I bought 2 x 1st
class sitting cars, 2 x 2nd class sitting cars, a buffet car and a power car. All for, yes you
guessed it, “later on.”
When I was much younger and working in NSW country areas, I travelled in the RUB cars at
various times on the Riverina daylight Express, the North Coast Daylight Express and The
Central West Daylight Express. The RUB cars were very comfortable, air-conditioned, quiet,
and smooth-riding. In my humble opinion, they provided a better rail travel experience than
some of the modern equivalents.
Anyway, the steps taken to date to get this project moving have been:
1. Some research: A review of the Casula Hobbies kits published in the August 1985
Australian Model Railway Magazine (AMRM), page 49 [Vol. 12, Issue 133]. Peter
Madsen helped track down the best AMRM resource, which is a series of articles
entitled “Project Modelling – NSW – Series , Building and Detailing the RUB cars”,
starting in issue 241 (Vol. 21, No. 5) in August 2003, and continuing through issues
242,243, 244 and 245 (Vol. 21, No. 8) April 2004.
2. Reading the instructions from the kits. The one chosen to start the project was the
SBS/TBS First class sitting car. I also read the AMRM articles on these cars and made
a list of what other components are needed.

3. Checking what parts are available from hobby shops via mail-order: I decided to
build one car only as a trial (including a trial of my modelling skills, as I believe this
project will make me lift my game if I am to produce an acceptable model.)
So, I ordered 1 pair of 2AN passenger bogies @ $19.95 from Joe at Casula Hobbies,
and 1 pack of “ozzy passenger car CHSK60 Decal RUB air condition set in chrome
yellow” @ $9.95 (which I hope will decal all 6 cars that I intend to build.)
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4. In reading the AMRM RUB car series, I noted that the author built some rather
impressive car interiors, so I looked at the Casula site again & discovered that they
advertise:
(a). Sydney Hobbies SH37, SFS 2nd class RUB car interior pack @ $19.95.
(b). Sydney Hobbies SH38, SBS interior seats for 1st class Silvermaz RUB car
@ $19.95.
(c). Sydney Hobbies SH39, RS interior seats for RS Buffet Diner Car for RUB
Set @ $19.95.
I will order the SH38 SBS interior pack & see how that goes together.

If all else fails, read the instructions!
Now the RUB cars that I travelled on definitely had a green tint to the windows. I was
wondering how to achieve that colour effect on the clear plastic strips supplied in the kits for
making the window glazing. I was speaking to David, a former CMRC President, (no longer a
member of the club) and he suggested spraying “Tamiya translucent green” paint on the inside
of the strips. Firstly, I will have to obtain a jar of that paint, and secondly, I will need to
experiment with it a little to obtain the correct degree of dilution to produce the faint green tint
required.
I intend to re-read the instructions for the kit and the AMRM articles and make careful notes
before I start to build
the 1st class sitting car kit. Fun times ahead.
At least I know what I will be doing whilst spending a more extended period at home over
forthcoming months. Best wishes on your own modelling efforts.
Perhaps we should have a club “show & tell” of what we have been making/modelling/fixing
after we come out the other side of this Pandemic – which we will!
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“ 442 body shell: check. Decoder: check. Now where did I put the chassis?”
Happy modelling.
Ron
======================================================================

A VIDEO FROM CRAIG GARDNER
One of our Corresponding Members from Alabama has sent a short video on an operational
sequence on his Birmingham Southern layout. It shows the route, loads shunting and route
of a single typical operation on his layout.
Have a look at https://youtu.be/7P9wiuqd86Q

If you are interested in having a look at Craig’s excellent layout go to
www.bmsrr.com
There are some interesting videos taken with a Mobius ActionCam around the
layout. If you look at the Birmingport you will see a superb representation of a coal
port on the Warrior River, AL. There is also a video of a NSWGR 48 Class loco
doing its thing at the port.

5

ACCOLADE OF THE MONTH – HARDY PALETHORPE

Beavering away behind the scenes, brining chaos to order in terms of our stores, railway
equipment, tools etc is the indefatigable Hardy Palethorpe. He doesn’t make a fuss, just
gets on with the job.
The order that he has bought to the Club room storage is long overdue.
One of our quiet achievers – well done Hardy.

WE’LL CLEAN UP WITH THIS – By RonG
Something that has been bugging me (pun not intended) has been a small coloured dead
insect that died on the rea parcel shelf of the car. Not only did it die, but it died in a very
inconvenient place – close to the rear window where it angles down near a raised light housing
and where you cannot get near it easily for removal. The vacuum cleaner won’t budge it,
brushes can’t reach it & it has bugged me for some time.
I was passing Godfreys (the vacuum cleaner people) one day and decided to go inside the
store to see if they had a solution to the problem.
6

Not only did they have a solution, but they sold me one!
It is a small(ish) flat box with lots of attachments/tools packed in a rigid cellophane pack. It is
called “Clean Up Minivac Tools”, and from memory it cost between $20 to $25, plus a smile
from the shop assistant.

The Muiltivac package

The Multivac in action

There are 2 brush attachments,
various other special shape tools, connections so you can attach your vacuum cleaner to
various adaptors & then to the tools. It can clean computer keyboards, various bits of electrical
gear, model railway track, locomotives, etc, etc. I tested it and it works fine.
Now, look out little dead bug!
(If you have acquired an interesting piece of equipment that would interest and/or be useful to
other members, please let me know and we will do an article on it. Ed)
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM

A crowded clubroom – members working on Baldwin Park, McEvoy Junction, Hy-Brid
USA by Neville Miller and the Zig – Zag around the corner which can’t be seen in this
photo, taken in early March.

Volker and apprentice Roth painting the lake surface
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Terry and Ross wiring up the Zigzag.

The finished product – neat and tidy.
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The top side of the Zig-Zag. Still a lot of work to do.

Our newest
member. 5year-old
Tyler with
proud dad
John.
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ABC Photographer Matt Hutton says it was taken at Emu — a rail location about 90kms from
Cape Lambert, Wickham. This reproduction does not do the photo justice – look at the
original photo on the ABC Perth site for a much better reproduction or expand the page on
your computer.
======================================================================

UK RAILWAY PHOTOS
Stumbled across this on the BBC World News site.
https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-51658551
Some excellent photos of steam in action.
======================================================================
HOW TO EASILY FIT RAIL JOINERS PERFECTLY, EVERYTIME
It’s undoubtedly one of the most frustrating, annoying, downright infuriating jobs in
constructing a layout. My fingers bleed and I’ve ruined track ends doing it but no more.
Fitting rail joiners to already laid track is now something I almost look forward to. Well
almost!
If you’ve ever tried fitting rail joiners to track that’s fixed in place you’ll know the problem.
The problem is that once the track is fixed in place there are just millimetres of space under
the rails and absolutely no give in which to manoeuvre, slide and manipulate a rail joiner into
place. And making this worse, it’s vital the rail joiner be slid into position correctly.
Of course, the best approach is to place joiners to rail ends before fixing the track down but
sometimes it’s unavoidable. Maybe you want to extend a siding or cut into a line, replace
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some track or add points but whatever the reason sometimes there’s just no alternative but
to fix joiners to the already laid track.
In one recent case, a change of plan required fitting a short section of track to the end of a
curve that I’d already glued down. Several broken, bent, railway joiners later I’d just about
stopped myself from swearing but decided there had to be an easier way.
And there is.
As luck would have it, I happened to have a bit of 4mm metal tube lying around (I use this for
carrying wires through Polystyrene scenery). Glancing at this while nursing my sore
fingertips, I had a Eureka moment.
I crimped the end of the tube a few millimetres and pushed the rail joiner into it. (The crimp
prevents the joiner disappearing up the tube).

With the joiner held snug in the pipe it
slid quickly onto the rail and, unlike
with my fingertips, could be worked into
final position with ease. Once in place,
the pipe was pulled back, leaving the
rail joiner in situ.
Since then, I’ve bent the pipe into an L
shape so it can be held above the track
and fitted a wooden handle to make it
more comfortable to hold.

With this tool, fitting rail joiners is now something I don’t dread and I almost look forward to.
Find some metal tubing now and make your own version for easier, quicker, rail joiner fitting.
Footnote: The 4mm pipe works for OO gauge rail joiners; other diameters would be used for
different sized of rain joiners.
Thanks Andy, creator and founder of Model Railway Engineering magazine, from which this
article was extracted. – See ModelRailwayEngineer.com .
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OH DEAR!

No caption necessary!
=====================================================================

DIRECT ACTION
An American soldier, serving in World War II, had just returned from several weeks of
intense action on the German front lines. He had finally been granted R&R and was on a
train bound for London. The train was very crowded, so the soldier walked the length of the
train looking for an empty seat. The only unoccupied seat was directly adjacent to a welldressed middle aged lady and was being used by her little dog. The war weary soldier
asked, "Please, ma'am, may I sit in that seat?" The English woman looked down her nose at
the soldier, sniffed and said, "You Americans. You are such a rude class of people. Can't
you see my little Fifi is using that seat?"
The soldier walked away, determined to find a place to rest but, after another trip down to
the end of the train, found himself again facing the woman with the dog. Again he asked,
"Please, lady. May I sit there? I'm very tired." The English woman wrinkled her nose and
snorted, "You Americans! Not only are you rude, you are also arrogant. Imagine!"
The soldier didn't say anything else; he leaned over, picked up the little dog, tossed it out the
window of the train and sat down in the empty seat. The woman shrieked and railed and
demanded that someone defend her and chastise the soldier.
An English gentleman sitting across the aisle spoke up, "You know, sir, you Americans do
seem to have a penchant for doing the wrong thing. You eat holding your fork in the wrong
hand, you drive your 'automobiles' on the wrong side of the road, and now, sir, you've thrown
the wrong bitch out of the window."
======================================================================
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FROM THE AUSTRALASIAN RAILWAY ASSOCIATION
Meeting Australia's growing freight task is one of the most significant challenges facing
governments in Australia. The domestic freight task has increased 50% in the 10 years to
2016 and is forecast to grow another 26% by 2026. Against this backdrop, the ARA is
working with governments and industry on behalf of our members to get more freight on to
rail, and to improve the efficiency and productivity of Australia’s rail freight supply chains.
Achieving modal shift to rail is also critical to increasing economic growth, improving the
liveability of our cities and supporting regional communities.

Rail is a smarter economic choice for freight haulage for Australia. One freight train from
Melbourne to Sydney replaces 110 semi-trailers travelling on the road.
======================================================================

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS
President: Bob Morton
Secretary: Peter Amey
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Chris Neil,
Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart,
Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse.
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APRIL 2020

MAY 2020
?

?

See you soon – stay safe
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