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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
 

September 2019 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7:30 pm, Wednesday 4th 
September 2019. 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Canberra Model Railway Club Incorporated was held at 
the clubroom at 7:30pm Wednesday 21 August 2019.  
 
The formal minutes of the meeting will be published later, but in summary, the meeting was 
well attended, and the minutes of the last AGM were confirmed. 
 
The President delivered his address in the following terms: 
 
“The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. continues to be a club where members can come 
and make new friends, share modelling experiences and generally relax in a friendly 
environment to pursue this great hobby of model railways. 
.  
Our club continues to be a successful club in the ACT region.  Membership is around 65 
members, with new members joining during the year. This is always encouraging and a good 
sign that the club is doing well and has a good public profile for those that enjoy our great 
hobby. A strong membership number allows us to continue our club projects and activities 
while some members chase the sun, have overseas trips or get much need replacement part 
for their bodies, not their loco. 
 
As you will see from reports tabled here tonight by our Treasurer, our club has been able to 
maintain a very good financial situation and a healthy bank balance. This in turn has allowed 
us to continue to meet our budget targets, finance the club’s projects and meet our annual 
Expo commitments. We have also been able to maintain our membership fees at the same 
level for the past 4 years. 
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Over the past 12 months we have enjoyed excursions to two of our club members private 
layouts, these outings were hosted by Peter Amey and Terry Smith.  A big thank you to 
those members for making their time available and allowing our members to view their 
outstanding layouts.  
 
During the year we have also taken our exhibition layout to Wagga Wagga and Albury, which 
was the last public outing for our 5-year-old exhibition layout “Petersville”. This year our 
mentoring group from Kaleen High School was asked to exhibit their award-winning layout 
Iron Rock Pass at Malkara.  
 
The club members were very busy during February and March doing promotional work for 
the Expo and exhibiting our U drive layout “Charlestown” at the Hall Markets, Bunnings 
Tuggeranong, Belconnen, Gungahlin and Casey Shopping markets. My sincere thanks to all 
those members that supported and helped during the lead up to our annual model train 
Expo. 
 
Our annual Expo continuous to be a great success and provides us with the financial support 
we need to be able to enjoy our club facility and activities. The 2019 Expo report is tabled at 
this AGM and is also available to members on by email. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those members, family and friends that helped over the Expo weekend, and to 
the Expo committee, without your time and effort the Expo would not be possible. 
 
I would also like to thank Anthony and Loretta Hunt for their contribution in proving the 
catering for the Expo this year and the past 9 years, it was greatly appreciated.  
 
The club has two major projects under way and two smaller ones. The two major projects 
are the construction of our new exhibition layout “Skaleen” and the refurbishing of our static 
in house club layout “Baldwin Park”.  Two sub committees have been formed to manage 
these projects.  This is a new approach to the building of a club layout, and we look forward 
to the outcome. 
 
The rebuild of Hy-brid, and a New layout by one of our senior members is also under way. 
The Mentor Program: This program is now in its 8th year of operation. We have 8 registered 
mentors and a maximum of 10 students per session. This year we finished the Iron Rock Pass 
layout based on the Colorado Rocky Mountains. The guided efforts of the students in scenery 
construction earned them the “Best Scenery layout” award at the 2019 Canberra Model 
Railway EXPO. The students and mentors also exhibited this layout at the 2019 Malkara 
Exhibition.  
 
This year we were successful in obtaining a $2,500 grant from the IMB Community 
Foundation, This money will be used for the construction of a new high-tech layout utilising 
Arduino, micro-processors, LED lighting, a Magnorail operating model highway, and (drum 
roll) a well-lit AFL sports ground with action from a well-known black & white attired team. The 
school reports that student outcomes from our programs are very worthwhile. 
 
The club over the past few months has sadly lost a good member in Jim Simpson and a good 
friend of the club and supporter of Expo, Graeme Hearn from Iron Horse Hobbies.  We offer 
our condolences to their families. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the members of CMRCI and the 
outgoing committee for their time effort and support over the past 12 months, I look forward to 
the next year being as successful and as enjoyable as the one just passed. To all those 
committee men and others that have taken on a leadership role in the club your dedication 
and loyalty to the club is greatly appreciated and you are to be congratulated for your efforts. 
Moving forward this club has a very good future and our relationship with UC High School 
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Kaleen continues to be excellent.  This in turn has helped us and the clubs continued success 
in providing a meeting place for people who have a like-minded interest in model railways.  
 
Moving forward into the future our hobby model railways continues to be getting into high 
technology, which is always a challenge for our aging membership, but if we keep up with the 
changes to our hobby, we will continue to enjoy it. 
 
Once again thank you to everyone who supported the club and we look forward to another 
prosperous and enjoyable 12 months 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peter McEvoy 
President  
CMRCI” 
 
A report from the Treasurer indicating a strong financial position was received as well as a 
report from the Expo Manager-Coordinator. 
 
Membership fees for the 2020/2021 were set at $50.00. 
 
The returning Officer, Peter Iverach-King, then conducted the election with the following 
results: 
 
President   Peter McEvoy 
 
Vice President  Bob Morton 
 
Secretary   Peter Amey 
 
Treasurer   Phil Young 
 
Committee members: Volker Aueckens   

Dan Henskens    
Andrew Lund 
Chris Neil  
Terry Smith 

    George Watts 
    John Webster 
   
The following in-house appointments were confirmed: 
 
Expo Manager-Coordinator Peter McEvoy 
Property Officer  Hardy Palethorpe 
Bulletin Editor  Peter Amey 
Website Coordinator  David Gorell 
Auditor   Mike Mooney 
 
Resolutions regarding confirming the ACTMRS be the beneficiary if CMRCI is wound up; 
and the various signatories for the Bank Accounts were passed. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:10pm. 
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YOUR COMMITTEE 
From the CMRCI Constitution –  
 
“The Management Committee, subject to the Act, the Regulations, this Constitution and to 

any resolution passed by the Club in general meeting:   

a. controls and manages the affairs of the Club;   

b. shall exercise all functions other than those functions that are specifically 
required by these rules to be exercised by the Club in general meeting; and   

c. has power to perform all acts and do all things that appear to be necessary or 
desirable for the proper running of the CMRCI.”   
 

Therefore, if you have a problem, a request, or an idea that you would like to put forward, 
talk to a committee member.  For easy recognition, the following photos will help you identify 
them.   
 
 

  
The President – Peter McEvoy 

 
Bob Morton – Vice President 

  
Secretary – Peter Amey 

 
Treasurer – Phil Young 
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Committee  

 
 

Volker Aueckens 
 

Dan Henskens 

  
Andrew Lund 

 
Chris Neil 
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Terry Smith 

 
George Watts 

 

 

John Webster 
 

 

 
 
Good luck to the Management Committee – Best wishes for a successful, interesting and fun 
year. 
 
 
====================================================================== 
 
IRON ROCK PASS TRAVELS TO THE 2019 MALKARA MODEL RAILWAY AND HOBBY 

EXHIBITION – Photos and text by RonG 
This exhibition, always held over the first weekend in August each year, is the major fund 
raiser for the Malkara Special School – an exhibition that deserves our support. 
 
Since CMRCI is currently “between exhibition layouts”, the decision was made to take the 
Mentor Program’s Iron Rock Pass Colorado Rocky Mountains layout. It was exhibited for the 
first time at our Canberra Model Railway EXPO in March of this year. Thus, the Malkara 
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Exhibition was only its second public viewing and the students from UC High School Kaleen 
were excited at the prospect. 
 
Rather than providing the “usual” type of exhibition report, we have some short insights and 
comments on this year’s exhibition: 
 
Enthusiastic students, with transport support from their parents, meant that we had a mostly 
full operating roster over both days. Occasionally the adult mentors got to drive a train or two, 
but it becomes a little disconcerting when we look around and find a student operator with not 
one but TWO controllers, one in each hand, running two trains at once compared to our one! 
Then again, we didn’t grow up looking at screens and with evolutionary-dextrous thumbs! 
 

 
Richard at work on Iron Rock Pass 
 
 
Great support from our club members was received for the unloading and set-up on Friday 
evening and disassembly and loading on the Sunday afternoon.  Volunteers members were 
also prepared to be rostered to assist with problem-solving on the layout over the two days if 
problems occurred. Thank you all for a job well done! 
 
Only 2 small “glitches” resulting from transporting the layout. For a layout that wasn’t 
designed to move outside the school, Iron Rock Pass coped remarkably well. When 
reassembled at the Malkara site.  It was found that the timber snowshed had suffered a small 
breakage of the roof at the front viewing edge, and one of our 6 mountain climbers had lost 
his grip on the rope & mountainside and had fallen into a deep crevasse & couldn’t be found. 
The snowshed issue was solved by gluing a large “boulder” below the damaged roof as 
evidence of a recent rock-fall. That’s our story and we are sticking to it!  The mountain climber 
was discovered at the centre of the Earth (well, in the bottom of the transport trailer) on the 
Sunday afternoon & will be fixed more securely in position by the mentor students. 
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Damaged snowshed complete with boulder.  No trains were hurt in the avalanche. 
 
Pinning a poster with suggestions of items that viewers could look for on the layout 
was a big success. This was an idea from one of our mentors. Quite a few grandparents made 
good use of the list to keep their grandchildren interested and focussed when they visited site 
30 at the exhibition. 
 
Enthusiastic viewers provided plenty of compliments to the student operators & mentors 
over the weekend. The explanatory posters & the use of stand-up banners from the school 
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and CMRCI clearly advertised the organisations behind the layout and the mentor program. 
The banners have been a worthwhile investment by both organisations.  
 

 
Patrons watching one of the students correcting a fault. 
 
Attendance at an exhibition with a good number of layouts to view was good for the 
students in the mentor program.  They were able to get new ideas, see how their efforts 
“stacked up” against other layouts, and gave them a good sense of being a team contributing 
to a worthwhile activity. The students wore their school uniform and helped in their sense of 
belonging. Their efforts and behaviour were a credit to themselves, their school and the mentor 
program. 
 
We should consider designing future layouts within the mentor program with transport 
considerations in mind. This may not be the last time taking a layout and students to another 
venue away from the school is considered. In this case, our President managed to come up 
with transport strategies that worked, but purpose-built dimensions would be a better option. 
 
Overall, involvement in this year’s Malkara Exhibition was a positive experience for the 
mentoring students, mentors and CMRCI club members. The cold weather conditions on the 
Saturday reduced morning attendance, but it picked up from there. We hope that the 2019 
exhibition was a financial success for the Malkara school and its supporters. 
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM – MEN AT WORK 
Lots of work going on - Wiring continues on Skaleen a.k.a. the new layout.  The Moreton 
Plan should see increased work being done on both layouts. 
 

 
Terry installing cables underneath a section of Skaleen Assisted by Daryl and Noel. 
 
 

Why so many 
cables??    The 
answer is: 
 
2 x DC track 
1 x common 
3 x DCC track 
1 x Accessories 
(streetlights, etc) 
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Phil the Elder and Mel working on tracks for a new layout being designed and owned 
by Phil.  It will be a short line shunting layout. 
 

 
 

Graeme and Phil 
the Younger 
working on the 
updated wiring 
for Baldwin Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
====================================================================== 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I have some good news and some bad news. The bad news 
is that both engines have failed, and we will be stuck here for some time. The good 
news is that you decided to take the train and not fly." 
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VISIT TO KANGAROO VALLEY – Photos by Noel. 
On Tuesday 27th August, a contingent of CMRCI members were privileged to visit the 
Kangaroo Valley layout at Yass.  The HO scale layout is owned by Steve JItts, a well-known 
modeller in the Canberra Region.  
 
Kangaroo Valley is designed as an operating layout.  12-15 operators gather once a month 
to run the layout – to a timed schedule.  Each operator/driver is issued with a card detailing 
the timings, the train number and the task.  He is required to complete the task within the 
prescribed time. 

 
 
Terry operating 
part of the layout 
with Andrew and 
Warren 
Backhouse 
supervising. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The layout is freelance but based on sections of the Sydney – Melbourne route.  There are 
numerous town stations and industries along the route that provide many tasks for 
operators. 
 

The notorious gauntlet – a place on the main where 
the double track narrows to one lane to get across the 
ravine on a single-track bridge.  Max. speed at this 
point is 10 kph. 
 
 
The points at each end of the bridge are designed to 
operate both ways without changing; i.e. a train 
coming one way across the bridge will automatically 
be steered onto the correct track and a train coming 
the other way later will also automatically be steered 
straight onto the bridge without having to change the 
points. 
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One of the aisles on the layout.  Points are operated via the handset or in some cases 
by a push-button system. 
 

 
Part of the original Kangaroo Valley exhibition layout, now an integral part of the 
larger layout. 
 
The layout room is airconditioned – for the benefit of the trains, NOT the operators!  The 
sealed room and the regulated temperature are major factors in trouble free running.  The 
track needs to be cleaned only on an ad hoc basis and in a localised area.   
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Another aisle – the Sydney end of the layout on the right and with Nev decorating one 
end to give some idea of scale. 
 
The layout is about 10m x 7.5m in size.  It has about 9.5 scale miles of mainline track with 
another 2 scale miles of branch lines and yards.  It uses a LENZ DCC system on code 75 
track (100 code in the older sections of the layout); PECO Electrofrog  points and a mixture 
of PECO point motors, Tortoise  and servo point motors   It uses Arduinos extensively for a 
range of purposes and has about 150 detectors on the track – all made by the layout team. 
 
 

 
An example of an Arduino being used in conjunction with an array of detectors. 
 
The layout is housed above an old stable block in what used to be the hay loft.  Entry to the 
room is via a ladder.  The gantry once used to lift and lower hay bales is still in operation and 
is handy for lifting materials up to the loft from ground level. 
 
The oldest section of the layout was constructed 20 years ago. It incorporates a former 
exhibition layout, Kangaroo Valley, which was a well-known and popular layout in it’s day. 
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The President thanking Steve (on the right) the owner of the layout and Warren (the 
foreman) for the invitation to view and operate the layout.   Note the time clock on the wall 
behind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From: Viz Humour – many thanks  
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F86%2Fef%2F3d%2F86ef3da339983578314fe3d403507f92.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F356417758003495123%2F&docid=P7ufpbGn7Q_9tM&tbnid=iejBD2z0jWGocM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjOr6bavKLkAhVq63MBHZUKCYo4yAEQMyhMMEx6BAgBEFA..i&w=1024&h=469&itg=1&bih=812&biw=1670&q=railway%20jokes&ved=2ahUKEwjOr6bavKLkAhVq63MBHZUKCYo4yAEQMyhMMEx6BAgBEFA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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CHARLESTOWN IN ACTION AGAIN 
After a longish break over the winter Charlestown was in action again at the Bunnings 
Belconnen Father’s Day event. 
 

 
The layout in operation under watchful eye of Ron and AndrewL.   
 
Bunnings provided a large range of activities for children ranging from live reptile displays to 
carpentry stands, (build your own tool box), free sausage sizzle, face painting etc – the result 
was a large number of children in attendance, most of whom had a drive on Charlestown. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

 

 
BRING AND BUY SALE 

 
The ACT Model Railway Society is holding a bring and buy sale at the Mosaic Baptist 

Church, Chomley Court, Evatt. 
 

Saturday 21st September 2019 – 09.30 to 12.00 
 

Admission – Gold coin. 
 

Table space to sell your pre-loved is available for the sum of $10.00.  To reserve a table, 
contact ACTMRS on 0402 751 325 or email enquiries@actmrs.org.au 

 
====================================================================== 

 
 

mailto:enquiries@actmrs.org.au
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
 

President: Peter McEvoy 
Vice President: Bob Morton 

Secretary: Peter Amey  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Chris Neil, 
Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 

 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart,  
Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 2019 

3 Sep  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

4 Sep (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – TBA   
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

10 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

17 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

18 Sep (Weds)   Club meeting - Continuing work on Club layouts. 

21 Sep (Sat) ACTMRS Bring and buy Sale 

24 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 
 
OCTOBER 2019 

1 Oct  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

2 Oct  (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – TBA    
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Continuing work on Club layouts.  

8 Oct  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

15 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

16 Oct (Weds)  Club meeting   
Continuing work on Club layouts 

22 Oct (Tues) . 

29 Oct (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 
 
2020 Canberra Model Railway Expo – 28th and 29th March 2020 


