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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30pm on
Wednesday 2" October 2019.

VISIT TO THE KANGAROO VALLEY LAYOUT i YASS

CMRCI wrote to Stephe Jitts to thank him for his hospitality and opportunity to visit his
Kangaroo Valley layout in August (see September Bulletin for details). He responded as
follows: -

iGé6Day Peter,

Thanks so much for your letter. It is appreciated.

You might like to pass on to members that KVHR is always looking for regular

operators. (Some of them may even be irregular!) KVHR normally runs on the second
Saturday of each month starting 1pm. If any of your members are interested in joining our
happy crew, they may please feel free to email me at this address and | will put them on the

mailing list.

Regards
Stephe

St epheds Ema-dsiepha@kjtts.oom.au i S



PLEASE NOTE

Due to the absence of the Editor, there will not be a newsletter in November i unless of

Anyone who is interested, contact the Editor direct for further information.

DRIVERLESS TRAINS

An early morning shot of one of Rio Tintobs driwv
from the mines at Paraburdoo and the Hope Downs area to Dampier.

Rio Tinto iron ore trains usually consist of up to 236 wagons, each having a load capacity of
up to 106 tonnes. Trains are up to 2.4 kilometres (1.5 mi) long and, fully loaded, weigh
approximately 29,500 tonnes. The trains have an average cycle time of 28 hours. Rio Tinto
currently operates some 225 locomotives across four different models with 11500 ore
wagons in married pairs along approximately 1700km of heavy haul standard gauge railway.

BHP Billiton iron ore train has typically 268 cars and a train weight of 43,000 tons carrying
24,200 tons of iron ore, 2.8 km long, two SD70ACe locomotives at the head of the train and
two remote controlled SD70ACe locomotives as mid-train helpers. The record-breaking ore
train from the same company, 682 cars and 7,300 m long, once carried 82,000 metric tons of
ore for a total weight of the train, largest in the world, of 99,734 tonnes. It was driven by eight
locomotives distributed along its length to keep the couplings loads and curve performance
controllable.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BHP_Billiton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distributed_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_coupling

GONE LOCO i by AndrewS
W B0 N, - Fellow members,

| have been fortunate enough to undertake a

whirlwind (yes smart Al ecos

whirl) tour of Alaska And Eastern Canada. Of

course, | had to play and watch trains,

specifically on the White Pass and Yukon

route and the Rocky Mountaineer. For

members who have done one or both

. journeys before | am sure you will agree they

are indeed memorable. So, without further

ado and for your edification, | will endeavour

to give an abridged version of these

adventures in this and future bulletins.

s | Let me begin with part 1-
! The White Pass and Yukon Route i The
tourist route, statistics and line history

2 E"“’g;';m’z-f?“ 42 1 Tourist Route

- YR Historically, | believe that the trip entailed an
up and down direction by from Skagway to
White Pass and return by train on the same
. 3 day. However, modern marketing appears to
have morphed into bus/train/package
. deal/certain trips on certain days deal. My
sojourn entailed a bus trip in the up direction
from Skagway, Alaska to Carcross in the
Yukon, via Fraser British Columbia (Canada).

The return journey being by train was from
Fraser BC to Skagway, Alaska.

. Statistics

~ The White Pass and Yukon Route is a
Canadian and U.S. Class Il 3 ft narrow-gauge
= railroad linking the port of Skagway, Alaska,

L. with Whitehorse, the capital of Yukon.

3 A Skagway,

: "Alaska An isolated system, it has no direct
‘ ‘% i connection to any other railroad and covers a
% total distance of 177km on a ten-foot wide
4 roadbed. The route climbs from sea level at

Skagway to almost 914 metres at the Summit in just 32km at 3.9%, with numerous 16-
degree curves, bridges, trestles and tunnels.

Lynn Canal

Inside Passage of the Pacific Ocean \Nx

A

Rolling stock includes 83 period restored or replica passenger coaches, a mix of 20 fully
moderni sed 1960 era Al cobs, 195380848847 fully res
Baldwin 2-8-2 Mikado.



History

1897, 17 July, the Seattle Post - Intelligencer broadcast the news regarding the discovery of
gold in the Canadian Klondike. To get to the goldfields men and women had to travel either
the Chilkoot or White Pass Trail to reach the goldfields, 965km of treachery. Gradually, the
idea arose of finding a better and safer way of travelling the distance.

-

Chilkoot Pass

Initially a 20km

toll road called
Brackettds
Road was

forged up the

"~ White pass,
ignored by the

| miners and

Bracket went
broke.

The remnants of
Brackets Road.

WP&YR line

| follows his
original route for
a substantial part
of the journey.



1898, railroad building and an easier way to the North was of interest to everyone.
Subsequently, Sir Thomas Tancrede, representing investors in London and Michael Heney
an experienced railroad contractor joined forces.

Heney is quoted a sugldynamite gnd singase/(fnelysieredded tobacco
or snuff) and | wild/l build you a railway to hell
specified).

1898, 28 May, formation of White Pass and Yukon railroad was on the 28" May 1898, with
the permit to build the railway in narrow gauge.

1899, 20 February, Construction from Skagway to White Pass Summit completed
1899, July 6, White Pass Summit to Lake Bennet completed and the beginning of the river
and lakes route.

1900, July 29, a crew working South from Whitehorse, met the crew working North at
Carcross, where a ceremonial spike was riven by Samuel H Groves, President of the
railroad.

Overall, 35,000 men (as per brochure) worked on the railroad, part time or full time and
shared the dream.

1954, still significant amounts of ore and concentrate being transported by steam locos until
diesels took over. Company matured into a fully integrated transportation company.
operating docks, sundry transport modes, hotels and pipelines. (Scope for CMRCI yet).
1982, Operations suspended, and mines closed due to decline in world ore prices.

1988, reinvented as a tourist attraction, rolling stock, and infrastructure refurbished and
returned to active duty between Skagway and White Pass Summit.

1990 to 2007, progressive upgrade and return to activity to Bennet and Carcross.
Part 2 will cover specific points of interest along the route and more photos.

Sources: WP&YR brochures and complimentary on-board magazine i All Aboard. No
copyright disclaimerse vi dent . Brackettbés way photo mine. An

(An apology is due to Andrew i he presented this article in an interesting double
column format which your compositor screwed up i sorry Andrew)
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AROUND THE CLUBROOM

Work continues on the
new exhibition layout in
accordance with the
Morton Plan.

The point motors being
installed.



Michael and
Andrew doing
test runs on
the track.

Noel watching his Kiwi
DX in action 1 the first
loco to run a complete
circuit of the new layout.

=

Has anyone noticed

what a great job Hardy

is doing managing the
Clubods assets?
done and thanks.

The photo? Well | will
let your imagination
come up with a caption
for this one!



11111

I n deep discussioneééee.

The Night Mail.




AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MODEL RAILROADING
CMRCI and other clubs have been advised by the publishers of the Australian Journal of
Model Railroading that the 12" edition of the magazine is now available.

On 2019-09-10 17:25, stephen@ajrm.com.au wrote:
Dear Model Railway Club contact person,

After a long wait another issue of the Australian Journal of Railway Modelling (Number 12)
has just been published. | have attached an image of the cover along with an abstract of the
articles it contains. Of the 52 pages there are only 5 pages of advertising.

When Issue No 3 was published in 1994, it was available from 27 model railway shops. Fast
forward to 2019 and over half of these former outlets no longer exist. For this reason, | am
writing to non-metropolitan model railway clubs offering them the opportunity to purchase
copies of AJRM at the wholesale price plus postage. The club may choose to sell these to
members at retail price and the margin can go into club funds or alternatively it could be sold
to members at a discount. | don't care which your club opts for.

The retail price of No 12 is $15.00 (only $5 more than AMRM) representing a wholesale
price of $10 per copy. Each copy weighs about 190 grams so you can work out the likely
postage cost from this depending on how many copies you want. The minimum order under
this offer is 3 copies.

Information about previous issues can be found by clicking on the BACK ISSUES tab at
www.ajrm.com.au. Back issues of Numbers 6 to 11 are still available, and | am happy to
offer these under the same arrangement as for Issue 12 i.e. wholesale price for the particular
back issue. The minimum order requirement does not apply for back issues.

If you are interested in taking up this offer or if you have any questions, please email me.
If you are not interested in taking up the offer as a club, | would be grateful if you can tell
your members that copies of the magazine can be purchased through the ajrm.com.au
website.

Thanks for your time,

Stephen Ottaway
Editor

THE GREAT MODEL RAILWAY CHALLENGE

The TV pr ogr Great ModehRailway Challengedproved to be a real hit in 2018 and
has now returned for another series. The 2019 program commenced on Channel 5 (UK) in
mid-September with the first of 8 programs. There are 15 teams competing. The teams are
tasked to build layouts against the clock, all to a different weekly theme and designed to
impress expert judges.

The competition is organised in series of knockout heats i the winner of each stage
advances to the next level. There are 3 teams competing in each stage i they have two and
a half days to build their layouts. Judging is on the afternoon of the third day.



The teams in action at Channel 5. The tables used by the three teams are visible. i
Photo courtesy of Channel 5.

The layouts are all the same size i about 3m x 1.5m with space for a small fiddle yard at the

back.

Channel 5 also features the competition on ités
not available in Australia.

There are a number of videos on the subject on YouTube T just search for The Great Model
Railway Challenge for the 2018 series and the beginning of 2019. The winning layouts from
the 2018 season were featured at the Warley exhibition.

DESTRUCTION OF THE MARKET DEEPING MODEL RAILWAYCLUBG6 S EXHI BI1 TI1 ON
THE OUTCOME.

You will recall that the Market DeepingCl ub 6s annual model rail way displ
the night before their annual exhibition at Welland Academy in Stamford, Lincolnshire, on 18

May. The culprits were arrested by Police on the premises after the school alarm system had

detected their presence.

The boys, and a fourth defendant, shared a bottle of vodka as part of a "pre-exam night out"
before going on a "rampage”, a court heard. The 16-year-old boys, who cannot be named for
legal reasons, admitted criminal damage.

Prosecutor Shelley Wilson said the four boys had made admissions in interviews about the
damage. One model railway enthusiast from St Neots Model Railway Club, John Kneeshaw,
who contributed to the exhibition, had suffered £15,000 of damage, the court heard.

One of the boys' defence solicitors said they were "in drink", which may have "impaired their
judgment”.

The court heard the youths had apologised for their behaviour, while their parents said they were
"ashamed" and "disappointed".
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