
1 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
August 2019 

 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30pm on Wednesday 7 
August.. 
 
The topic will be a review of the programming track. 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Be advised that the Annual General Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 21 August 

2019 at the club rooms, commencing 7:30 pm.  Formal advice was sent to 

members on the 31st August, 2019 

The main agenda items are to receive reports, elect office bearers and committee 

members, and appoint an auditor.   

All members need to be financial if they intend to vote, and therefore should pay 

their dues (to the Treasurer) before the meeting.  Dues remain at $50 per year.  

If anyone has a special resolution they wish to raise, they should provide Chris Neil 

with the motion prior to the meeting.   
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THE NEW MENTORING LAYOUT 
You will be aware that CMRCI was granted $2,500 from the IMB Community Foundation to 
be used for a new Mentor Program layout. Not just any layout, but one that challenges the 
students in the application of digital technology. The title for the grant application says it all: 
“Youth Mastering Digital Technology”. 
 
The layout will be used to practise the students in the theory and application of tools such as 
Arduino micro-processors.  Examples of the work they are doing include the lighting, stadium 
light towers and an electronic scoreboard (which will no doubt feature the Pies in a winning 
game!). 
 
The layout will feature a day/night sequence, i.e. the lights will be programmed to imitate the 
colours and light intensity of dawn, daylight, dusk and night.  The streetlights and those in 
commercial premises and residents will turn on and off to reflect the time of day.   
 
Hopefully CMRCI members will be able to benefit from the project and will learn how to use 
Aduinos as well. 
 

 
Terry displaying the stadium lights which will feature on the football ground on the 
new mentoring group layout. 
 
====================================================================== 

 
AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE. 
Work on the new exhibition layout is proceeding, but due to the absence of key workers in 
warmer climes (sensible people!), the progress has been slow.  The new exhibition layout 
does not have an official name yet but has been dubbed “Skaleen”.   
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Crews at work on the wiring for the new layout. 
 
Similarly, progress on the refurbishing and upgrading Baldwin Park has also been 
interrupted.  (See the announcement from BobM on page 4) 
 
The mainline DC and DCC tracks upgrade has almost been completed, but there is a lot of 
track work and scenery to do on the upper level.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent visitors to the 
club house were Tyler 
and Alfie who enjoyed 
operating Baldwin Park, 
under the supervision of 
Dad and Grandad 
respectively.     
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CLUB LAYOUTS – DESIGN AND BUILD 
 
If you want to get involved and learn read the following: 
   
At the last Club Committee meeting on Tuesday 23 July, it was decided that we need to 
appoint two sub-committees to oversee the building of our Club layouts.   
 
The plan is that these sub-committees will provide guidance in the planning and building 
phases for the finalisation of the re-build of Baldwin Park, the in-house Club layout, and 
preparation of Skaleen, the new display layout, for its first outing at Expo 2020.  It is not the 
intention that these sub-committees are responsible for actually doing the work on the 
layouts but that they provide guidance on getting everyone involved to complete them.   
 
The sub-committees have been tasked with providing a detailed design for the builds and a 
timeframe for their completion.  It will also include details of what can be used from 
Petersville so that it can be decommissioned.  The agreed designs for both Baldwin Park 
and Skaleen will be available in the Club Room so that members can see what is envisaged 
and be encouraged to provide assistance.  That assistance can be in areas of the member’s 
expertise or where they want to learn how to do something.   
 
The sub-committee has also been tasked with asking those Club members who are known 
to have specific skills and expertise in assisting in the completion of these important Club 
projects. 
 
People who have so far expressed an interest in being members of the initial sub-committee 
are: 
Baldwin Park     Skaleen 
Phil Young (Chair)    Bob Morton (Chair) 
John Wishart     Volker Auekens 
Michael Hawkes    Peter Langhorne 
Peter Amey     Graeme Wilson  
 
The Chairpersons have been tasked with organising the sub-committees and reporting 
regularly to the Club Committee.  A draft management plan is currently under consideration.  
If you would like to comment or become involved, please contact Bob Morton. 
 

================================================================ 
 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE MENTOR PROGRAM AND IRON ROCK PASS, 
MID JULY 2019 – by RonG 

 
The rush is on!  Iron Rock Pass (I.R.P.) is to be exhibited by the students at the Makara 
Model Railway Exhibition in Canberra on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th August 2019.  A lot still 
needs to be done! 
 
Before we knew that I.R.P. would be invited to the Malkara Exhibition, the team had decided 
to replace the fiddle yard and joiner modules with new modules that were level, had good legs, 
and didn’t look as though beavers had nibbled at them.  
 
The products of some hours of carpentry, painting, and fitting of sockets to hold the timber 
legs actually look and feel great. We opted to have only 3 storage tracks for east-bound and 
3 tracks for west-bound trains, and for the first time we have used Peco 3-way points (SL-99, 
code 100 track in HO scale). We only required 4 points for the 6 tracks, meaning 2 points at 
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the “throat” of the yard at each end. A photo of the fiddle yard, taken on 18th July, shows the 
results of our President’s track-laying efforts – a great job! Thanks, Peter. 
 
The joiner sections have much wider curves and the high-level Amtrak coaches to go with the 
California Zephyr set cope with them really well. The whole fiddle-yard and joiner module 
combination have been designed so that they will fit present and future layouts with little or no 
modification required. 
 
The Malkara Exhibition comes just one week after students in the mentor Program commence 
their Term 3 activities, so tracklaying and wiring have to be carried out by the mentors over 
the 4-week break (for us) between terms. 
 
We decided to improve electrical pick-up reliability by putting droppers to the BUSS on each 
of the 4 modules in the fiddle yard, plus droppers on the joiner modules. UTP fittings and wiring 
are yet to be installed. 
 
On the day this report was typed, 4 of the mentor Team spent an afternoon in the layout room 
working on track, electrical connections, and scenery repairs. On the first week back from 
vacation for the students, we will show them how the revised layout can work and give them 
the opportunity to run some trains and get used to running for an exhibition. 

 

 
Bob touching up the layout in preparation for the Malkara exhibition. 
 
Later in that session, they will take the layout apart, pack loose equipment into labelled plastic 
tubs, and the various scenery and track modules will be transported through the school to the 
waiting trailers for storing before transport to the exhibition the next day. 
 
The students have now completed three (3) tutorial sessions on the Arduino micro-processor 
with Chris, with more planned for the weeks after Malkara. Work will then be able to proceed 
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on the design and construction of the new layout, funded by the IMB Community Foundation 
grant.  

 
 
 
 
 

PeterMcE Working 
on the new - very 
long - fiddle yard. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

================================================================ 
 
SPLAT !!!! 
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Ever wondered how birds and insects fare when a VFT comes along?  The above photo 
shows the nose of an renfe AVE passenger train after a trip from Madrid to Barcelona.  Most 
of the trip was done at speeds of about 300kph.  Apart from the thousands of insects 
plastered across the nose, the blood stains seem to indicate that an unfortunate bird was not 
quick enough to get out of the way either. 
 
====================================================================== 
BODMIN AND DISTRICTS MODEL RAILWAY CLUB 
The Bodmin and Districts Model Railway Club is located on an industrial estate at Bodmin in 
central Cornwall.  The club has about 40 members, including two ladies.  The demographic 
of the Bodmin Club is very similar to ours in terms of age groupings.   
 
The Club is 27 years old and runs OO and O scale layouts, DC and DCC.  They meet every 
Wednesday night.  On the evening that I was there, about 30 members wre present 
preparing their exhibition layout for the Exeter Model railway exhibition the following week. 
 
I was hosted by Steve Saunders, the Club Secretary and received a warm and friendly 
welcome from the members.  They were very open about their technology and the way they 
do things.  They are a technically very savvy group. 

The Club’s main exhibition layout  is “Old Elms Road”.  It's an OO scale layout with a 
fictional location based around Reading on a secondary Western Region main line linking 
the former Southern and Western region lines out of London between 1956 and 1962.  The 
trains are mostly steam hauled.  It is 32 feet long by 14 feet wide.   The fiddle yard has 16 

tracks including 
two shufflers.   

 

 

Old Elms Road 
from one 
end……… 
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And from the 
other end.   

 

The 
gesticulating 
gentleman on 
the right is 
Steve 
Saunders, 
Club 
Secretary 
who kindly 
organised my 
visit.  He wore 
a Telstra T-
Shirt for the 
occasion.  

 
 
 
 

The whole layout is DC controlled and powered.  The wiring under the layout is amazing, but 
it seems that everything is documented and accessible.  The control panels are easy to 
understand and interpret. Operators have little difficulty running the layout.  About 6 
operators are required. 
 

 
The large fiddle yard on Old Elms Road.  
 
In the photo above, the two tracks on our left are “shufflers”.  They are fully automatic – at 
the beginning of an exhibition or running night, those two tracks are loaded with four trains, 
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two on each track.  From there on the system takes over. As each train moves out, the one 
behind automatically moves forward and waits until the first train returns from around the 
loop.  That train then occupies the space behind the now leading train.  The train at the front 
of the queue then moves off and so on independent of operators who are busy running the 
front of the layout.  At exhibitions the fiddle yard stores about 45 trains.  This system ensures 
that there is at least one train “out the front” at all times. 
 
All buildings and structures are scratchbuilt as is some of the rolling stock and locomotives.  
The semaphore signal posts and mechanisms are all scratchbuilt as well and all of them 
function correctly.  They are an integral part of the control system. 
 

 
Examples of the scratchbuilt structures on the layout.  Note the semaphore signals. 
 
 

 
An example of a scratchbuilt locomotive built by a Club Member – this time in O scale 
 
The club also has an O scale layout and a DCC 00 layout as well.  Neither were available for 
viewing during my visit due the work being done on Old Elms Road. 
 
In the photos of the layout above, you will notice a road to the left (or right) of the tracks.  
During an exhibition, these are very busy streets with buses, trucks, fire engines and cars 
running on the roads.  The vehicles are based on European chassis (ie Faller) but the bodies 
are scratchbuilt or modified by club members to represent British vehicles.  I was told that 
club members had spent considerable time developing their system and ironing out 
problems, but the vehicles are now operating satisfactorily. 
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There is a general video on Old Elms Road on the Club’s Facebook page that clearly shows 
the vehicles in operation.  They do not have a website. 
 
As you will note from the photo of the fiddle yard, the club uses Peco solenoid point motors.  
Work is currently underway to introduce Arduino’s into the control system.  However, they 
still have some way to go on that project.  .  
 
All in all, it is a most impressive club, in many ways rather more advanced than us.  If you 
are ever in that neighbourhood, and are able to visit the Club, you will receive a warm 
welcome. 
 
PeterA 
 
====================================================================== 
 

USING PAPIER MACHE FOR A LAYOUT – from BobM 
 
I am about to rebuild my layout after having one attempt and learning that there is so much, I 
should have done to make it that much more effective. 
 
I found a recipe for ‘Ground Goop’ in a video produced in the US by the Model Railway 
Academy.  It was described as an ideal substitute for plaster and much easier to use.  
Essentially, it is a mixture of prepared Paper Mache material, a ground water retention 
agent, paint and glue. 
 
 
 
The recipe for Ground Goop is:  
 

• One part each of: 
o Celluclay – This is a prepared papier mache base which is available from 

Amazon, Ebay and only one ‘local ’store that I have been able to find, 
Takapuna Art Supplies at 124 Anzac Street, Auckland in NZ.  It costs about 
$30.00 (plus postage) for 1 lb or US $60.00 for 5 lbs.  If you buy it through 
Amazon or Ebay you will have to pay GST, the going exchange rate and 
freight. 
 

o Vermiculite – This is a moisture retention product used in gardens for the 
aeration of clay soil.  It is readily available from Bunnings and costs about 
$10.00 for a bag which is sufficient to mix with the 1 lb of Celluclay. 
 

• Plus: 
o 1/3 part of Flat Latex Paint of the colour (brown, green, etc) to make the base 

colour that you want at the time; 
o 1/3 part of PVA glue;  
o Water to make a mud-like consistency; and 
o One lid full of Lysol – disinfectant. 

 
We used a paper cup as a measure in the first instance but changed to a much bigger 
container after we had tested the mixture and its application.  We tried it against a foam 
sheet as part of a cliff face and stuck well and created a life-like surface.  It can be used for 
all areas as a ground base and is designed as a replacement for Plaster of Paris.   
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Photo showing the first experimental 
trials with papier mache.  This material 
was simply trowelled onto the front of a 
polystyrene face (no plaster bandage) 
and left to dry.   The resulting rock face 
is heavily textured and lends itself to 
further decoration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It stays soft for about 12 hours and you can add rocks, ground cover (grass and soil), trees, 
etc, while the mixture is still wet.  It sets hard in 24 hrs and holds its shape while holding 
items in place (as it should with the amount of paint and glue in the mixture!). 
 
Because it can be moulded directly to timber, foam, paper, plaster bandage and other layout 
materials, it will make the whole layout much lighter than if the whole scene was created in 
plaster. 
 
We are trying it on the new Club layout and actually tested it on the large layout in the Club 
room.  We used it to extend the cliff face in the area that is currently being modified, so have 
a look (and feel) of it.  
 
 

 
The scenery crew sifted 
some grass ground cover 
onto the surface of the 
material to see if it would 
stay put and keep its 
original colour.  The 
experiment seems to have 
worked. 
 
 
 
 
 

BobM 
 
====================================================================== 
 
A Chinese proverb says: “The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-best 
time is now.” 
 
==================================================================== 
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YOU GOTTA KEEP UP WITH THE TIMES! 
Tom has successfully incorporated a bicycle track into his OO scale home layout.  It is an 
English countryside layout. 
 
The track is in the shape of an oval and about 2m in length. The equipment is from Faller. 
 
It took Tom about a month to get the system up and running to his satisfaction.  The main 
problem was the bicycles themselves.  The plastic used in their manufacture is apparently 
quite brittle, resulting in broken parts and the need for some intricate small-scale repairs.  He 
received two cycles with the original kit and purchased two more. 
 
The bicycle track has a separate 12v circuit to power it and a controller to regulate the speed 
of the cycles.   
 
When last seen, Tom was under his layout installing streetlights that will illuminate the 
bicycle track.   Well done! 
 
 
Photos by June  

 
 
====================================================================== 

 
DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT AND EXHIBITS AT THE MARKET DEEPING 
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
This article was compiled from Information from reports in the Guardian Newspaper, Express 
and BBC News – acknowledged with thanks 
 
The Market Deeping Model Railway Club was due to hold its annual exhibition on Sunday 19 
May. The club had set up the exhibition at Welland Academy, Stamford, Lincolnshire, UK on 
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the Saturday.  However, when the members came to open up the exhibition on Sunday 
morning they found that the layouts, locomotives and equipment had been vandalised and 
almost destroyed. 
 
Stands were overturned and layouts destroyed.  The club said months of planning had gone 
into the exhibition, and some of the models were irreplaceable. 
 

 
The scene that greeted Model Deeping Model Railway Club members when they 
arrived to open their exhibition on the Sunday morning. (photo courtesy of The Express 

newspaper) 

 

 
A sickening sight – and all that work for nothing.  (Photo courtesy of the BBC News) 

 
Peter Davies, Chairman of the Market Deeping club, told the BBC: “Models that were made 
over years were trodden on and thrown around. It’s a total wanton destruction of the highest 
order. I’ve never experienced anything like it. A hurricane would have done less damage.” 
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"We have no idea what we are going to do, we've had offers of layouts, stock, it's just been 
unbelievable, it's totally overwhelming." 
 
Grown men and women had been "reduced to tears" by what happened, he said. 
 

 
One of the vandalised locomotives    (Photo courtesy of the Guardian Newspaper) 
 
A fundraising page which was originally set up to raise £500 for the club has now received 
promises of more than £70,000 in just over a day. The crowdfunding page to raise money for 
the exhibition has already received more than £60,000 in donations. 
 
Rock singer and model railway enthusiast Rod Stewart said in a statement: “I was absolutely 
devastated to hear that vandals had destroyed what was to be a lovely show by the Market 
Deeping model railway club over the weekend.” 
 
“The collection was priceless and I am donating £10,000 to help compensate those affected 
and asking fellow enthusiasts Jools Holland, Roger Daltrey and others to do the same.” 
 
Stewart added: “It took me 23 years to build my model railway, so I feel their pain.” 
 
The singer is said to own a model of New York’s Grand Central station, complete with talking 
conductors and air-conditioned skyscrapers. He has said previously: “All the little guys in the 
engines are talking. It is unbelievable, it really is. Don’t say it’s a ‘train set’. It is a scale-
model railway.” 
 
Peter Davies, the club's Chairman, said: "We are just bowled over by people's generosity, 
we are yet to come to terms with what it all means.” 
 
He said the club had been overwhelmed with offers of support and he thanked wellwishers 
for their help. 
 
Four youths were arrested in connection with the incident and have been released on 
conditional police bail pending further inquiries. 
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HISTORY CORNER 
 
CANBERRA-YASS RAILWAY LINE 
In addition to the line from Kingston to Civic, early planning included a rail line to Yass. A 
railway connection between Canberra and the main southern line was specified in the Seat 
of Government Surrender Act. The NSW Government agreed that if the Commonwealth built 
a line from the Territory to the border, NSW would join that line with the main southern 
railway near Yass. A plaster model prepared as part of the National Capital Design 
Competition in 1911 shows the route of the proposed line. 
 
In 1913, a trial survey of the proposed route for the line was undertaken, but only as far as 
Hall; it was not until 1916 that a formal survey of the proposed route was completed 
Construction of the line was then referred to the Public Works committee. In its report 
presented in November 1916, the committee decided that there was no need for such a 
railway until the Territory's population justified it. 
 
The committee investigated the matter again in 1924 and concluded that the cost of the line 
was not justified. It did, however, recommend a more permanent line connecting Kingston 
with Civic.  Cabinet considered the matter in September 1924 but decided against 
construction. 
 
In 1925, a proposal emerged for another railway to connect Canberra to Tumut in the south, 
and then on to the main southern line at Wagga Wagga. The Federal Capital Commission 
objected to the proposal, arguing that the railway should be built to the shortest point to the 
border as specified in the Seat of Government Surrender Act in order to reduce costs.  
 
Cabinet considered the railway again in April 1927, but simply deferred the matter. 
In May 1941, Arthur Calwell asked in Parliament what the railway would cost and, 'in view of 
the great economic value of such a railway', would the government commit to the work?  He 
was told that the estimated cost was £971,100 and the government would not commit to the 
project. 
 
The Canberra–Yass railway was considered as late as 1972. The Bureau of Transport 
Economics studied the line and presented its report, 'Economic Evaluation of a Canberra–
Yass Rail Link', in December 1971. At the time, the line would have cost $13 million to build; 
it would have been 72.4 kilometres long, and reduce travel to Melbourne by 125.5  
kilometres.  
 
After considering the report, Minister for Transport Peter Nixon issued a media release on 1 
February 1972 stating that in view of the line's cost, construction would not proceed.   
 
From “Government Records About the ACT – Railways.”  National Archives of Australia – 
Research Guides. 
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 

President: Peter McEvoy 
Vice President: Chris Neil 

Acting Secretary: Chris Neil  
Treasurer: Phil Young 

 
Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,  
Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 

 
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart,  

Tom Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2019 
3 Aug  (Fri) Setting up Iron Rock Pass at the Malkara Model 

Railway and Scale Model Exhibition. pm 

4 Aug  (Sat) Supervision of Iron Rock Pass at the Malkara 
Model Railway and Scale Model Exhibition. 09.00 
– 17.00 

5 Aug  (Sun) Supervision of Iron Rock Pass at the Malkara 
Model Railway and Scale Model Exhibition. 09.00 
– 17.00 then pack up 

6 Aug  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

7 Aug  (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – TBA    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

13 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

20 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

21 Aug (Weds)   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

27 Aug (Tues) Club meeting   
Continuing work on Club layouts. 
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SEPTEMBER 2019 
3 Sep  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

4 Sep (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – Telegraph poles and 
Papier Mache    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

10 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

17 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

18 Sep (Weds)   Club meeting - Continuing work on Club layouts. 

24 Sep (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

 
Bunnings Father’s Day – September.  Date TBC 

 
2020 Canberra Model Railway Expo – 30/31 March 

2020 


