
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
July 2019 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen clubroom at 7:30pm on Wednesday 3 
July. 
 
Bob Morton will give a short talk on a number of topics – his telegraph poles, the papier 
mache artificial rock that has been applied to Baldwin Park, and some of the things that are 
happening on Skaleen.  
 
 

BOB HESSE – Citation for Life Membership 
 

In the late 1990s the National Model Railway Exhibition Group ran an exhibition in 
Canberra and called for manpower assistance from CMRCI.  Bob Hesse was 
nominated by the club to be Exhibition Manager, a role he carried out for a number of 
years.  During his tenure, wife Julie performed the duties of Caterer for the 
exhibition.  The venue for the exhibition also moved from its original location, the 
Wesley Church, to the Hockey Centre at Lyneham.    
 

Bob has been a long-time member of CMRCI, and a valued supporter.  As well as 
being a valuable Exhibition Manager, he served on the Committee. 

 

 
 
IT’S OFFICIAL - CMRCI SUCCESSFUL WITH GRANT APPLICATION  
(Photos by PeterMc) 

CMRCI applied for a $2,500 grant from the IMB Community Foundation to be used for a new 
Mentor Program layout. Not just any layout, but one that challenges the students in the 
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application of digital technology. The title for the grant application says it all: “Youth Mastering 
Digital Technology”. 
 
We were notified that our application was successful.  Peter McEvoy and Ron Geeves 
attended the presentation ceremony at The National Gallery of Australia on Thursday 20th 
June.  Virginia Haussegger AM gave an inspiring keynote address prior to the presentation of 
grants to awardees. Peter accepted the grant on behalf of CMRCI and gave a short 
acceptance speech. 
 

 
RonG and Ms Marilyn Edwards, Manager of the Belconnen Branch of the IMB Bank            
with the Grant Certificate. 
 

 
Representatives of the winners of the ACT Region IMB Community Grants for 2019 
 



We have already started to prepare students for the technology to be incorporated in the new 
2-module layout, with Chris Neil presenting 3 hands-on tutorials on programming Arduino 
microprocessors. Sufficient Arduinos have been purchased to allow each student to access 
one of the units and, so far, their learning has been impressive. Several mentors have also 
decided to join in and do the course for themselves. 
 

 
Chris working with the student group. 
 
It is planned that the new layout will have a double track at the front with a loop and shunting 
tracks leading off the up main line. A raised highway will have vehicles moving via Magnorail 
technology.  There will be  
 

• an operating level crossing,  

• programmable 3-aspect coloured light signals with I.R. detectors in the track,  

• programmable LED lighting in houses and industries  

• day/night sequencing.  
 

Arduinos will feature large in the sequencing of effects. 
 
One should also mention the footy ground with adjustable lighting towers, digital scoreboard, 
a club song (guess which club???) and players in 2-colour vertical striped jerseys. Just a 
chance happening! 
 
====================================================================== 

HOW TO MAKE A POWER POLE – by BobM  

Background 

I have been looking at model train layouts for ages so that I can get ideas for my own.  One 
of the things I have noticed is that there is an apparent lack of minor detail that would go a  



long way to enhancing the overall effect.  For example, you will see remote houses or 
groups of houses but how do they get their power?  You will also often see houses but do 
they have clothes lines out the back?  You see many different types of trees but are they 
relevant to the area being modelled? 

Consequently, I have been fiddling to see if I can fill in some gaps in my knowledge and 
have come up with a few ideas that I would like to share and, perhaps, encourage others to 
share their knowledge so that we could create a Club database for us ‘newbies’. 

Building Powerlines relevant to Australia 

I went out the back and looked at the powerlines running along the back of the house.  Using 
a method taught to me years ago in the Army, and which I had never ever used since.  I 
estimated that the poles were about 22’6’’ high and the cross pieces were about 2’6” in 
length across one side.  I then checked this on Google and the standard length of a power 
pole can apparently vary from 6.0 m to 9.0 m, so my estimation appears to be close.  My 
estimation equates to about 80 mm in HO scale for height and about 9 mm in cross piece 
width.   

I used normal food skewers for the poles and made them 90 mm in length to allow 10 mm to 
‘plant’ in the layout base.  I found some 50 mm square sticks at the local $2 store and just 
cut then in half to give me the cross pieces.  This gave me a 10 mm length either side of the 
‘pole’. 

That was the easy part as I had to devise a method of creating the insulators to carry the 
wires on the cross pieces.  I did the obvious thing and asked my wife.  She advised using 
beads and I traipsed along to the Hobbysew shop in the bottom (outside) of Belconnen Mall.  
There I found 1 mm round glass beads that were ideal but nothing else that would give the 
shape I was after.  So I went to the Bead Shop in Phillip and found a triplet flat ‘washer’ (for 
want of a better term) that was ideal.  I also tried the Bead Barn at Gold Creek but they did 
not have anything that was suitable. 

Initially I broke the triplet flat washer into its three parts to use with a bead and a pin to make 
the insulator but this was too time consuming so I left them in one piece.  In fact, this is the 
ideal way to do it as the three holes are in exactly the correct place to create three 
insulators.   

 

The triplet flat washer  

 

Using some great advice from RonG I painted all the timber – the 90 mm skewer lengths for 
the poles and the 25 mm cross pieces – using a mix of one part Indian ink and three parts 



white ink (parts are measured in drops, by the way!).  This gave me a wash effect which I 
could deepen by putting on more coats if at first it did not give me the weathered effect that I 
was after. 

I then glued two flat triplet washers to the top of the cross pieces – one on either side of the 
centre but leaving enough space for the pole.  I used Tarzan’s Grip and/or Gorilla Grip for all 
gluing.   

I then drilled a small hole through the holes 
of the flat triplet washers using a 0.8 mm 
finger drill. I threaded the 1 mm glass bead 
onto a normal general purpose steel 
household pin and pushed the pin through 
the hole in the centre of one of the holes in 
the flat triplet washer on the cross piece.  I 
put a dab of glue on the top of the pin as I 
pushed it home.  I finished the cross piece 

by adding the other five insulators. 

I carefully cut the bottoms off the pins below the cross piece using a cutting disc on my 
Dremel. 

I drilled another hole in the side of the cross piece and about 8 – 9 mm from the end of the 
pole so that I could use another pin and some glue to fasten the cross piece to the pole.  I 
used a brass Sequin and Bead Pin to do this, although there is no reason that normal 
general purpose pins cannot do the same job.  I had purchased these previously to make a 
trestle bridge from Spotlight but I am sure you can get them from any of the other shops I 
have mentioned. 

I again cut the excess off the joining pin using my Dremel. 

 

 

The finished pole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have an Australian theme to my layout and I am looking forward to adding my power poles 
to it sometime in the near future – perhaps when the garage heats up a little! 



Hope this helps someone. 

Bob will make a presentation on this and other scenery topics at the next meeting 

 
================================================================ 
 
 
IRON ROCK PASS INVITED TO 2019 MALKARA MODEL RAILWAY SHOW 
CMRCI is “in between layouts” as far as its exhibition layouts are concerned, so it was 
suggested that we might nominate Iron Rock Pass (the Mentor program layout exhibited at 
our 2019 EXPO). The students agreed enthusiastically, and the school supported the idea. 
Our nomination was accepted by the organisers, so some fairly busy Thursday afternoons 
have been the result. 
 
A new “fiddle yard” has been constructed (it will serve I.R.P. and Queanbeyan, as well as the 
yet unnamed new Mentor Program layout. Two new “joiner” modules have been built to 
transition from the fiddle yard, and track is yet to be laid and tested in time for Malkara.  
We decided to use 4 3-way Peco points at the “throats” of the fiddle yard, and to build only 6 
tracks overall, thus reducing the size of the fiddle yard modules (and the weight for transport 
and erection). 
 
A few “mini-scenes” are being created on Iron Rock Pass, with deer now populating several 
areas and rock-climbing becoming popular on some of the more challenging rock peaks.  
 
The students are looking forward to participating at this year’s Malkara exhibition, not only to 
show what they have created, but also to give something back to the Malkara community. 
 
 
====================================================================== 

 
 
LIFES LITTLE TREASURES FOUNDATION WALK AROUND LAKE 
TUGGERANONG – 28 October 2019 
CMRCI has supported the Foundation at walks in past years and it has been decided to do 
so again this year.  The event is not until 28 October, but put it in your diary regardless. 
 

The foundation is a not for profit organisation established in Melbourne 12 years ago 
and is now Australia wide.  It provides support to families with sick and premature 
babies.   

 
Their annual fundraiser is the Walk for Prems around Lake Tuggeranong, held on 
Sunday 28th of October.  They currently receive no government funding - all funds 
raised at this event provide families with a range of supports such as: reading material, 
Android and IPhone apps, monthly Playgroup’s, a 24/7 support phone line, lunches 
and morning teas for families who are currently in the Special Care Nursery or 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.  This allows them to build support networks and provide 
critical information and much more.   

Once the walk is completed there will be a picnic and celebrations with the families in 
the park.   

====================================================================== 
 

 



The trains that travel the Chunnel are massive machines. The Eurostars are bullet-shaped 
and a quarter-mile (402.336 metres)  long. They are pulled by a 136,000-pound 
(61,688.5623 Kg) locomotive and move in the open air at 185 m.p.h. (297.729 kph) and 
through the tunnel at 100 m.p.h. (160.934 kph)  

Peter Landesman 
====================================================================== 

EXTRACT FROM THE COMMITTEE MEETING OF 20th MAY  2005 
 
“ 2. Suggestion by Ron Geeves that the club build a children’s layout for the following 
reasons: 
 

• To provide a hands-on attraction for children at exhibitions (silver coin donation to 
charity); 
 

• To display and generate at shopping centres and the like in the weeks before the 
annual exhibition to draw attention to the hobby and to promote the show. 

 
The Committee agreed to the suggestion.”  
 
(Be careful what you wish for, Ron!) 
 
===================================================================== 

 

A man who has never gone to school may steal from a freight car; but if he has a university 

education, he may steal the whole railroad. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

 

====================================================================== 

TWO INTERESTING RAILWAY STATIONS. 
Two interesting railway stations seen along the track – one interesting because the town it 
serves does not have a railway track and the other because of the use made of a redundant 
section of the station building. 
 

Dartmouth is an attractive town at the mouth of the River Dart 😊 and is the location of the 

Britannia Royal Naval College where the Royal Navy trains it’s officers. In the 17th – 19th 
Centuries it was an important port.  Dartmouth Station is unusual in that it was never served 
by trains – indeed no actual railway has ever reached the town. 
 
A line to the town was proposed in the early 1850’s with the famous Brunel as the Chief 
Engineer.  The Dartmouth Station was finally opened in 1864. However, after decades of 
disputes with landowners, financial difficulties and issues with the necessary crossing of the 
River Dart, the line finally ended on the other side of the river at Kingswear.  To reach 
Dartmouth by train you have to end the journey by ferry across the river – about one 
kilometre.  But the town does have a station!  
 
Incidentally, if you are ever in Cornwall a nice way to spend the day is to start at Dartmouth 
and take a river boat up the Dart to Totnes.  Totnes is the birthplace of William John Wills of 
Burke and Wills fame.  He is remembered by a memorial in the main street.  From Totnes, a 
bus will take you to Paignton.  From there you can catch a ride on the Dartmouth steam 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero101963.html?src=t_railroad
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero101963.html?src=t_railroad
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/t/theodore_roosevelt.html


railway back to Kingswear. (The loco was a 2-8-0 Baldwin).  Dartmouth is then a short ferry 
ride across the Dart River to Dartmouth. 
  
 

 
The Dartmouth Railway station – now in use as a café and tea shop.  Much of the 
original signage is in place and well preserved.   The white superstructure of the ferry 
to the railway at Kingswear can be seen at the Dartmouth Dock behind the station.  
 
Madrid Atocha is the largest railway station in Madrid.  As well as commuter lines, it also 
services (in our terminology) interstate and international trains to France and Portugal.  The 
station is used by over 108 million passengers per year (2014).   
 
The first station was opened in 1851, was destroyed by fire and re-built in 1892.  The train 
platforms were partly covered by a roof in the form of inverted hull with a height of 
approximately 27 meters and length of 157 meters. The steel and glass roof spreads 
between two brick flanking buildings. 
 
By the late 1980’s the station was overworked and becoming dysfunctional, so a major 
renovation and development program was commenced.  It was completed in 1992 – part of 
the development was the use of the old concourse as a 4,000 sq. m tropical garden.  The 
photos below illustrate the size and magnificence of the garden. 
 

Despite the relaxed ambience of the tropical garden Madrid Atocha is a very busy station.  
Local commuter trains work out of one section of the station while long distance very fast 
trains and international trains operate out of another.  Trains depart from the latter section at 
about 5 minute intervals throughout the day and night to cities such as Madrid and Seville 
and destinations in France and Portugal. 

 
 



 
The Madrid Atocha Railway Station seen from across the street.  The “inverted hull 
roof” and brick flanking buildings referred to above are clearly visible as the main 
feature of the building. 
 
 
 

 
Photos of the tropical garden that make Madrid Atocha such a remarkable station.  
The inverted hull structure of the roof over the original concourse is clearly visible. 



 
The garden from another angle. 
====================================================================== 
 
 
 

 
Don’t talk about the elephant in the room, he never buys a drink anyway 
 



HISTORY CORNER 
There was speculation in the Australian press at the height of the cold war in the 1960’s that 
Russian Intelligence Officers were using a drop for their agents under a railway bridge near 
Canberra. 
 
A newspaper article of the day reported that: 
  
“PETROV  BRIDGE   
It is alleged that the Russians selected a railway bridge as a ”clearing house” for its secret 
messages to agents in the region.  The bridge is believed to be a used overhead bridge a 
few miles from the Canberra Railway Station. 
 
The bridge is a short distance from the main road to Queanbeyan and has a gravel surface. 
It is possible that the Russians, who adopted a technique of avoiding much personal contact, 
slipped documents under the bridge for collection. 
. 
An inspection by this reporter revealed a slight track leading from the highway to ULE bridge.  
15 inches from the bridge was a concrete gutter measuring about two feet.. 
and fifteen inches deep. 
 
This could have where the documents were hidden by their secret agents.  The interior of  
showed signs of having been recently cleared out with a trowel. There were marks on the 
concrete and the interior was bare.   
 
The highway passes the Soviet Embassy.”   
 
Nothing like a bit of speculation to fill up the column inches. 
 
======================================================================  
 
 

CANBERRA RAILWAYS 
If you  have ever wondered about the history and possible  future of railways in the ACT, the 
following summary, provided by the National Archives, might help. 

“The history of Canberra includes several proposals to build railway lines connecting the city 
with various locations. Most of these lines were never built. 

In 1887, the NSW Government completed a rail line to Queanbeyan as part of the Goulburn–
Bombala branch line. Walter Burley Griffin's original plan for the Territory was for a railway 
terminating at Canberra City, with stations on the north, east and south. When Canberra was 
named in 1913, work began on a new railway linking the capital with Queanbeyan. The line 
extended to Eastlake (now Kingston) and was completed in May 1914, however, it was only 
used for the transportation of freight. Passenger services did not begin until October 1923. 

In 1915, the Public Works Committee examined a proposal for a permanent rail line from 
Eastlake to the city centre, five miles (8.5 kilometres) long and costing £378,972. The 
committee thought the proposed line was too expensive and recommended a temporary line 
costing £37,000. Work began on the line in May 1921, via a bridge over the Molonglo River. 
The line curved to the north-west in Reid, behind St John's Church and the Canberra 
Institute of Technology. A platform was built in what is now Garema Place, while the line 
continued on to a marshalling yard in Elouera Street, Braddon. The track was owned and 
maintained by the Commonwealth Railways with trains operated by the NSW Government 
Railways. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canberra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queanbeyan,_New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Railways


In July 1922, a flood on the Molonglo River washed away the legs of the trestle bridge and 
left the deck suspended by the rails, sagging into the water. From that time, rail services 
ended at Kingston. Cabinet reviewed the issue of rebuilding the line in September 1924, but 
simply deferred the matter. The Molonglo River Bridge was never rebuilt and the rails were 
removed in the 1940s. 

With the commencement of passenger services to Kingston in 1923, work began on a 
station that was completed in April 1924. The service was upgraded in 1927 with the 
introduction of a Canberra portion of the Cooma–Sydney overnight mail train, connecting 
with Melbourne night trains at Goulburn.  

The Civic line remained an unresolved issue until February 1950, when Cabinet considered 
a recommendation that it be abandoned. It noted that the initial intention had been to 
connect the Civic line with a proposed extension to Yass, and that commercial lessees were 
told in December 1924, at the time when the first land leases were offered, that properties in 
the city would be near the new line. Cabinet approved the recommendation on 7 February 
1950.  

A new passenger terminal building opened in Kingston in October 1966 and remains in use 
today. The Queanbeyan–Kingston rail service continues, although in December 2009 the 
ACT Government released a railway master plan that noted current rail infrastructure largely 
reflected past rail activity, and much of the infrastructure and associated facilities were no 
longer required. The plan reviewed options for the future use of the land, including a possible 
relocation of the Kingston station to Fyshwick and redevelopment of the Kingston site for 
residential purposes. The matter is still under review. 

From “Government Records About the ACT – Railways”  National Archives of Australia – 
Research Guides. 

====================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trestle_bridge


   

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
President: Peter McEvoy 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Acting Secretary: Chris Neil  

Treasurer: Phil Young 

 

Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,  

Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 

 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 
Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 

 

JULY 2019 

2 July  (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

3 July  (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – Telegraph poles and 
Papier Mache    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

9 July   (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

17 July (Weds)   Club meeting - Continuing work on Club 
layouts. 

23 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

30 July (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

  

 
 



AUGUST 2019 

6 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

7 Aug (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – TBA    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

13 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

20 Aug (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

21 Aug (Weds)   Club meeting.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

27 Aug (Tues) Club meeting   
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

 

 

 


