
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
May 2019 

NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at 7:30pm on Wednesday 1st May 2017 at the Kaleen 
Clubroom.   The topic will be “Ballasting Your Tracks”.  It was to have been presented last 
month, but due to an injury to the speaker the session was moved to the next meeting, i.e. 
1st May. 

 
To ballast or not to ballast – that is the question, 
whether to………  well let’s not go into that, rather 
consider the question: is ballasting your track 
worthwhile and if so, how to do it.   
 
Peter Amey will give a presentation on ballasting, 

based on his 13 years’ experience of successfully ballasting the trackwork on his 
Creswell Station layout.  He will cover the why’s and why nots, the tools required to do 
the job and will demonstrate different techniques of ballasting.  
 

 

RESIGNATION 
 
Regretfully, AnthonyH has had to resign from the Posts of Chief Chef and Secretary, 
due to pressure of work. 
 
One of the main attractions for potential exhibitors at our Expo is the provision of the 
hot lunches, morning and afternoon teas laid on by Anthony and his team.  His 
departure will leave a large hole in our management structure, 
 

Thanks and good luck Anthony. 

 

C A N B E R R A
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================================================================ 
 
I have a container full of bent track pins and am having trouble figuring out which 
ones are for left hand curves and which ones for right hand curves 
 
Contributed by AndrewS 

 
================================================================ 
 
AROUND THE CLUB ROOM 
The Club Room is a busy place these days.   
 
The two main activities, apart from the programming and fine-tuning of locomotives  
conducted by Chris, the main activities are centred around Baldwin Park and Petersville. 
 
Baldwin Park is great for just running and testing trains, but as an operational layout it was 
less than satisfactory.   Following some discussions and a slow start, a conversion of the 

track plan is now in full swing – albeit, it is a bit of a mess at the moment!   😊  

 
The track plan that will result from this renovation will make it a much more interesting and 
functional layout.  The tracks on the lower level were changed to allow better DC running.  In 
addition to that the previously unmanageable slope leading up from the lower level tracks to 
the upper level was removed and drastically re-built to allow trains to move between levels at 
that point. 
 
 

 
Underground work on the lower level tracks of Baldwin Park earlier in the year – when 

all else fails hit it with a hammer! 😊  Work continues on the new layout on the left of 

screen. 
 



 

 
The team contemplating a problem during redevelopment of the top section of 
Baldwin Park. 
 

 
No, not a squabble – just an exchange of tools! 



Following the poor performance of Petersville at our Expo, a strong effort is being made to 
bring it up to speed before what will probably be its last public outing.  Work is being done 
mainly on the trackwork, with an emphasis on the upper level shunting area.   
 
Other photos around the Clubroom  

 
 
Morning Prayers – The 
President announcing the 
notices on Tuesday morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Senior Citizens – gentlemen every one. 
 



Erin assembling an AR 
Kits NSWGR cement 
wagon kit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the finished product 
 

=============================================================== 
 
MURRAY VALLEY MODELLER’S ANNUAL SHOW 
CMRCI will be exhibiting Petersville at the Murray Valley Modellers exhibition on 18/19 May 
at Lavington, a northern suburb of Albury. 
 
The CMRCI team will assemble at Lavington on the afternoon of Friday 17th in time to 
assemble and test Petersville.  The exhibition will be open to the public on Saturday and 
Sunday.  Pack up will commence at 4.00pm on the Sunday, followed by the return to 
Canberra. 
 
The Murray Valley show is not large, but still worthwhile.  If you are in the area, why not drop 
in and give our operators a break.   
 
 



LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
In late March the Club conferred Life Membership on Mr. Bob Hesse.  The citation for Mr 
Hesse’s award will be made available later. 
 
 

 
The President presenting Bob with his Life Membership Certificate. 
 
====================================================================== 
 

THE CMRCI MENTORING PROGRAM REPORT (by Ron G) 
 
Wow! What a result at the 2019 EXPO! 
 
After 18 months of solid work, the team had “Iron Rock Pass” ready for exhibition in the main 
hall. Fortunately, we were able to have the students transport the layout sections through the 
school without mishap, and it was erected, tested and ready to run trains on Friday afternoon. 
 
We were able to run trains, mainly of the Union Pacific variety, in both directions and the 
signals & points were generally reliable (thanks Peter). The exception to the rule occurred 
when operators tried to change points from both ends at the same time! The old “turn 
everything off and re-set the system” approach worked, so visitors were able to see at least 
one train at the front of the layout at most times. This was one of the design-aims of the track 
plan. 
 
 



Part of the crew after the initial setting up – the curtain was next. 
 
Interestingly, a small group of modellers from another layout showed considerable interest in 
the track plan and operation and were heard to say that they thought it was a system worth 
adopting for themselves. 
 
A variation to the rolling stock exhibited occurred when the Canberra “Explorer” 3-car set was 
run on the outside track. This was done for photographic purposes for a proposed magazine 
article, as use of that track allowed the “posed” Explorer set to simulate NSW running. 
(Running on Colorado tracks is the reverse to our operational practise.)  Several visitors 
noticed the “train out of context” and were satisfied by my explanation that it was an Australian 
rail fan charter trip! Only one visitor queried that rather tongue-in-cheek explanation. He was 
told that I didn’t have the technical details of how it managed to travel across the Pacific, and 
he seemed to accept that. 
 

 
The Explorer looking for Canberra (!!) 😊 

 
One visiting modeller asked where we had obtained the painted back scene. When told that 
one of our members had sketched the mountain outlines and that the students had painted 
them, he paused and then asked in a quiet voice “do you think they would paint mine for me?” 
The students were great in turning up for their rostered times, and their running of trains was 
good most of the time. Like adult operators, they found that running a train and talking to 
visitors doesn’t result in reliable operation. Being distracted by events in the fiddle yard whilst 
a train is running (unattended) also doesn’t work. We can, at times, be just as guilty as the 
kids. Overall, they did a great job and were commended for that. 
 



The highlight for them was the announcement on Sunday that “Iron Rock Pass” had won the 
“Best Scenery Layout” award, and they were presented with a plaque commemorating their 
achievement. We made certain that the rest of the school, students and staff, were made 
aware of their achievement in the week following EXPO. Andrew & Ron attended the whole-
school assembly and, with a projected photo of the layout on a screen in the background, the 
achievement of the team was explained. The team stood in front of the assembly and they 
were warmly applauded for a great effort. 
 

 
The President announcing the winner of the Best Scenery Award.  The rostered duty 
crew look pleased with the Award. 
 
The disassembly of the layout and transport back to the mentor room was carried out in good 
time, and again there was little if no damage to show for that process. “Iron Rock Pass” has 
been stored at the side of the room until we can carry out a few modifications for its exhibition 
later this year. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 
 THE 2019 FEDERAL BUDGET - Rail spending highlights 
• $2 billion from 2021-22 for fast rail between Melbourne and Geelong, 

 
• $14.5 million over the forward estimates for the establishment of a National Fast Rail 

Agency to provide advice to the Government on fast rail, and lead the development of 
business cases, 
 

• $40 million over the forward estimates for strategic business cases to identify and 
prioritise upgrades for five new corridors: Sydney to Wollongong, Sydney to Parkes (via 
Bathurst and Orange), Melbourne to Albury-Wodonga, Melbourne to Traralgon, and 
Brisbane to the Gold Coast, 
 

• $3.5 billion for the first stage of Western Sydney North South rail link, 
•  
• $700 million (stages 2/3) for the South Geelong to Warun Ponds Rail Upgrade,  

 



• $44 million from for strategic business cases to identify and prioritise upgrades to improve 
the standard of regional rail networks that connect economic centres with the Australian 
Rail Track Corporation’s network.  

 (Information provided by the Australasian Railway Association) 
 
====================================================================== 
 
SEEN AT THE LATHAM SCHOOL FETE 
Paddy Platypus, mascot of the State Emergency Service made an appearance at the Latham 
School fete, adding to the list of fabulous and mysterious characters that have driven trains 
on  Charlestown and its predecessors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



VISITOR FROM CANADA 
The Club recently received a visit from Nancy Kraemer, a Canadian railway – sorry, railroad 
enthusiast from Ontario.  Nancy has been looking at the Australian railway system and  
visited a few MR layouts as well as the CMRCI Expo.  Sorry Nancy, the Australian system is 
not a patch on Canadian Railroads.  
 

 
                        Graeme showing Nancy around the clubroom. 
====================================================================== 
 
WORLD’S OLDEST WORKING MODEL RAILWAY 
This article is from a National Railway museum, York UK blog – see details below.   
Model railways are believed to date back as far the 1840s, however, none are known to 
have survived in operating condition.  The National Railway Museum in York holds the world 
record for its Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway School of Signalling display which was 
officially named the world’s oldest working model railway in 2014. 
 
Built in 1912, the model was used until 1995 to train railway workers in the rules and 
regulations of railway signalling. Since 2003 it has been restored to working order by a team 
of dedicated volunteers and today it’s still doing what it was designed to do, teach people 
how to signal trains. 
 
The story began in 1910, when the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway established a ‘School of 
Signalling’ on the upper floor of its headquarters in Manchester Victoria Station. The school 
enrolled 100 students who, as now, attended in their own time to learn absolute block 
signalling. 
 
The experiment was successful enough for a working model railway to be commissioned 
and installed in the classroom. The model was built as a training exercise by apprentices of 
the company’s Horwich works and supplied with rolling stock by Basset Lowke Ltd. It was 
installed in 1912 and was in use by 1913. 
 
The newly installed model had working block instruments, interlocked mechanical lever 
frames and electrically powered trains. It replicated, in miniature, every situation railway 
signallers were likely to encounter. In the following 82 years of service, it changed to reflect 
the railway its students worked on. Overhead wires (catenaries) were added, colour light 
signals appeared, and a train control desk was built. However, despite these changes, it 
remained a vital training tool for signallers. 



 
In 1995, Rail Track called time on the Edwardian masterpiece and its long working life came 
to a finish. The layout was donated to the National Railway Museum and it took over four 
days to pack into boxes for transport to York. 
 

 
In 1999, Bob Brook and some fellow volunteers began the process of unpacking the 
boxes and restoring the model to its former glory. This was a painstaking process, 
but slowly the team pieced the puzzle back together and made the trains roll again. By 
2003, the layout was working again. 
 

 
Today the model is demonstrated to museum visitors, used by Network Rail and 
offers hands-on signalling experience to school students learning about railway 
safety. It is a living object that links the museum with 100 years of railway tradition 
and is now a world record holder! 
 



There is a 5-minute video about the layout on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MTaPwuDAqg 
 
 
The original blog article can be found at: 
https://blog.railwaymuseum.org.uk/model-students-mark-record-for-worlds-oldest-working-
model-railway/ 

 
====================================================================== 

 
NEW SOUTH WALES – REGIONAL FAST RAIL ?? 
The State Government has announced it has identified four potential fast rail routes to and 
from Sydney that it says could slash journey times by up to 75 per cent: 
 

• Northern route — including the Central Coast and Newcastle 
• Southern Inland route — including Goulburn and Canberra 
• Western route — including Lithgow, Bathurst and Orange/Parkes 
• Southern Coastal route — including Wollongong and Nowra. 
•  

The Government said it will start work on the project next term if it was re-elected and it has 
asked international high-speed rail expert Professor Andrew McNaughton to chair a panel to 
confirm the most appropriate routes, train speeds and station locations.  Ms Berejiklian said 
the plan will make it feasible for more people to live in regional centres and commute to 
Sydney for work, which would also take pressure off the growing Harbour City. 
 
Ms Berejiklian said that the first stage might be faster rail — where trains would travel up to 
200 kilometres an hour and new rail corridors may not be needed. 
 
Professor McNaughton warned the fastest rail technology is very expensive and might not 
pay off in NSW.  I'm usually asked how fast is fast and the answer is as fast as is necessary 
to get the effects that we want," he said. 
======================================================================================= 

The Tea Party 

 I had a little tea party 

this afternoon at three. 
'Twas very small, 
three guests in all, 
Just I, myself and me. 
 
Myself ate up the sandwiches, 
While I drank up the tea. 
'Twas also I who ate the pie, 
And passed the cake to me.  

Author: Jessica Nelson North   
(Yes, I know – nothing whatever to do with model railways, but it made me smile…... 
Ed.) 
=============================================================== 
 

https://blog.railwaymuseum.org.uk/model-students-mark-record-for-worlds-oldest-working-model-railway/
https://blog.railwaymuseum.org.uk/model-students-mark-record-for-worlds-oldest-working-model-railway/


My mate went to the psychologist last week who diagnosed a split personality and charged 
him $300. He paid $150 and told the shrink to get the rest off the other idiot. 
 
Andrew S 
 
=============================================================== 
 

   

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
President: Peter McEvoy 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary:  Anthony Hunt 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

 

Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,  

Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 

 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 
Drury, Phil Felstead, Bob Hesse. 

 

 

May 2019 

1 May (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic - Ballasting.    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

7 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

14 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

15 May (Weds)   Club meeting - Continuing work on Club 
layouts. 



17 May (Fri) Move to Albury – set up Petersville  

18 May (Sat) Murray Railway Modellers Annual Show 

19 May (Sun) Murray Railway Modellers Annual Show – pack 
up and return to Canberra 

21 May (Tues) Club meeting   Continuing work on Club 
layouts. 

28 May (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

 
 
June 2019 

4 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

5 June (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – TBA    
Continuing work on Club layouts.  

11 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts 

18 June (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

19 June (Weds)   Club meeting.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

25 June (Tues) Club meeting   
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

30 April (Tues) Continuing work on Club layouts. 

 


