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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 
April 2019 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be on Wednesday 3 April at the Kaleen clubroom at 
7:30 pm. 

 
To ballast or not to ballast – that is the question, 
whether to………  well let’s not go into that, rather 
consider the question of whether ballasting your track is 
worthwhile and if so, how to do it.   
 
Peter Amey will give us a presentation on ballasting, 

based on his 13 years’ experience of successfully ballasting the trackwork on his 
Creswell Station layout.  He will cover the why’s and why nots, the tools required to do 
the job and will demonstrate different techniques of ballasting.  
 

2019 CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO. 
By the time you get this, most of us will be gearing up for our annual Expo.  This event 
is our major face to face contact with the public and also our most important fund-
raising activity for the year. 
 
If you enjoy being a member of the CMRCI and all the benefits (Including tea and 
coffee!!) do come along and help the management committee and reduce the burden 
on attending members.  Even if you can only spare and hour or two to support the club 
at the Expo, it all helps – particularly the clean-up from 4.00pm on Sunday. 
 
Apart from that, it’s good fun and a chance to see what other clubs and individuals are 
doing in our hobby.    
 
See you there. 
 

 

C A N B E R R A
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THE HONG KONG RAILWAY MUSEUM 
If you occasionally visit Hong Kong and have enough of shopping, eating and 
sightseeing, do consider a visit to the Hong Kong Railway Museum at Tai Po Market. 
 
To be blunt. It does not have a lot to offer – one steam loco, one Australian made diesel 
electric loco, carriages and the station building static displays.  It also has a children’s 
U-Drive layout in G scale. However, it is worth a look to discover railways in Hong Kong 
from colonial times to the present day.   
 
 

 
The original Tai Po Market railway station.  It is unique in that it the only station in 
the system to be built in the Chinese style.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
The original 
station platform.  
The fencing on 
the left protects 
what is now the 
main line (the 
East Rail line) 
from Hong Kong 
to the border and 
on into China. 
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The locomotives on show are an 0-4-4T narrow gauge steam locomotive and a diesel 
electric loco.  The steam loco was manufactured by WG Bagnall (UK) in 1923. Two of 
them were delivered to Hong Kong in 1924 and worked until 1928 when the narrow-
gauge railway was replaced by a road.  Both loco were sold to sugar companies in the 
Philippines.  They were recovered by the HK government and returned in 1995.  Both 
were donated to the museum. 

 

 

 

The diesel electric is Australian made.  There are no details on the manufacturer.  Two 
of them were imported in 1955 and were the first diesel electrics in HK.  They worked 
on passenger services until 1983 when the all lines were electrified.  The locos served 
on in the maintenance of way role until 1997.   After restoration No.51 was donated to 
the museum.  Unfortunately, on the day of my visit the loco was under maintenance and 
under wraps – literally. 

 

 

Diesel electric loco No.51 under maintenance. 
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The carriages on display are interesting – all one class and “hard seat”.  No frills for the 
workers! 

 

Interior of standard passenger coach circa 1930’s.  Hard seats, but with lights and 
overhead fans – essential in HK’s sweltering summers. 

 

 

The G gauge children’s U-Drive layout.  It is operated by a push button system at 
the front (covered at this time due to rain. 

 

The journey to Tai Po Market is very interesting, but quite lengthy, depending on where 
you start (i.e. from the Island or Kowloon side).   Tai Po is on the East Rail line and is 
easily accessible from either Hong Kong Island or Kowloon.  There is about a 10 – 15 
minute walk from the station to the museum.  There is signage, but you may have to 
cast about a bit to find your objective.  Never mind, Tai Po is the real Hong Kong and 
the lives of ordinary Hong Kongers is interesting.  You may care to take a short detour 
into the Tai Po Municipal Meat and Fish market – clean, hygienic, well managed with 
very fresh meat and fish – still twitching, in fact. 
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Incidentally, the museum is closed on Tuesdays – guess how I found that out!   

 

 
Street market in Tai Po.  Clean, well lit, crowded and noisy!  Good fun. 
 
Hong Kong railways commenced in 1910 with the Kowloon – Canton Railway (KCR), 
which was followed in 1979 with the commencement of operations on the Mass Transit 
Railway or MTR.  The KCR and the MTR were amalgamated in 2007. 
 
The railway now carries about 5.8 million passengers daily, with a total patronage of 
nearly 2 billion passengers per year. 
 

 
The current Tai 
Po Market station 
has another two 
platforms in 
addition to the 
one shown 
above.  The train 
shown is typical – 
fast, clean, well 
maintained and 
long.  A train 
arrives at the 
platform every 3 
minutes – and 
there is usually 
standing room 
only.  
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TODAYS YARN 

A lawyer purchased a box of very rare and expensive cigars, then insured them against, 
among other things, fire. 
 
Within a month, having smoked his entire stockpile of these great cigars and without yet 
having made even his first premium payment on the policy, the lawyer filed a claim 
against the insurance company. In his claim, the lawyer stated the cigars were lost "in a 
series of small fires.” 
 
The insurance company refused to pay, citing the obvious reason, that the man had 
consumed the cigars in the normal fashion. 
     
The lawyer sued...  and WON! 
 
Delivering the ruling, the judge agreed with the insurance company that the claim was 
frivolous. The judge stated nevertheless, that the lawyer held a policy from the 
company, which it had warranted that the cigars were insurable and also guaranteed 
that it would insure them against fire, without defining what is considered to be 
unacceptable fire" and was obligated to pay the claim! 
 
Rather than endure lengthy and costly appeal process, the insurance company 
accepted the ruling and paid $15,000 to the lawyer for his loss of the cigars lost in the 
"fires". 
 
Now for the best part 
 
After the lawyer cashed the check, the insurance company had him arrested on 24 
counts of ARSON.  With his own insurance claim and testimony from the previous case 
being used against him, the lawyer was convicted of intentionally burning his insured 
property and was sentenced to 24 months in jail and a $24,000 fine. 

 

================================================================== 
 
 

HISTORY CORNER 
 
CANBERRA RAILWAY – From The Braidwood Despatch and Mining Journal 29 Feb 1924 
 
“The time was not ripe for the construction of the Yass-Canberra line, Mr. C. A. Hodgson, 
chief traffic manager of the New South Wales railways, told the Federal Public Works 
Committee on Wednesday. 
 
'I do not think it would be vital if the line was not built for several years yet,' he added, 'but 
the Government is pledged that the line must be built. Surveys have already been made, 
and the length to be constructed is about 27 miles. The estimated cost is £310,725. 
 
The most convenient point to connect with the southern line would be Yass Junction. The 
construction of the bridge over the Yass River would be the heaviest part of the work, 
and it is estimated to cost £33,000. 
 
The committee left for Melbourne on Wednesday. 
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The N.S.W. Cabinet eagerly accepted the offer by the Commonwealth Government to 
advance the money needed for the ' construction of the Yass-Canberra railway. £240 000 
will be needed. 
 

From - The Canberra Times Sat 31 Oct 1964   

A railway 'ghost' laid to rest - By C. S. Daley 
 
During the week an enquirer asked me for the explanation of the fact that work 
men had unearthed a heavy steel rail near The Canberra Times office. It is fairly 
simple; the rail formed " part of a temporary railway extension from Kingston, crossing the 
Molonglo River on a wooden trestle-bridge near the Causeway, and terminating just north of 
the Civic Centre.”  It was not until 1923 that the Queanbeyan-Canberra line was first 
serviced and opened for passenger traffic.  A small railway station erected on the site of our 
early co-operative store, was moved to another location nearby.  This station was 
reconstructed, much in its present form, by the Federal Capital Commission, in time for the 
Royal Visit, in 1927, as Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of York, coming to 
open Parliament House were due to arrive from Sydney by train. 
 
On the recommendation of the National Capital Planning and Development Committee in 
1950, it was decided to eliminate the proposed Griffin railway route, through the City and to 
Yass from the approved plan of Canberra. 
 
There is in Canberra an interesting memorial of the initial railway connection to the Capital. 
The first train to reach the City arrived from Queanbeyan on the 25th. May, 1914, and it was 
drawn by New South Wales locomotive No. 1210, built in England, and responsible for 
excellent service, over more than million miles, from 1878 until 1962. It was a happy 
suggestion of the N.S.W. Steam Tram and Railway Preservation Society that this stalwart 
Engine be handed over to Canberra for preservation as an historical exhibit. The 
Commissioner for Railways agreed, so the Engine, on the 27lh January, 1962, made its final 
journey, hauling a short train that brought many train-lovers from Sydney to  Canberra 
Railway Station. 
 
The proposal for a railway service to Canberra, as envisaged in 1909, and included later in 
Griffin's design, provided for a line from Queanbeyan through Canberra to Yass. Under the 
1909 Agreement, as confirmed by the Seat of Government Surrender Act of New South 
Wales, the State bound itself, in the event of the Commonwealth constructing a railway 
within federal territory to its northern boundary, to build a railway from Yass to join it, thus 
making connection with the great southern railway. 
 
Griffin's proposed permanent route for the railway, coming from Queanbeyan, crossed the 
Molonglo River on The Causeway (a long weir-bridge between East Basin and his higher-
level Eastlake), turning to cross King's Avenue, where his Main Station was planned (now 
the site of the Russell Offices and the Australian-American memorial), then in a cutting 
behind St. John's Church to a low-level City Station on Ainslie Avenue, with continuation 
northwards in a cutting, coming to the surface beyond Majura Avenue, to proceed past his 
Goods Yards and Industrial Area to the Territory boundary near Hall Village. 
 
The first section of this railway project was the connection of Canberra to the New South 
Wales railway system at Queanbeyan, completed in 1914, to bring coal to the Power House 
at Kingston for the generation of electricity and to carry various constructional materials. 
Its extension, as a purely service line, to the Civic Centre was arranged three or four years 
later by Mr. Griffin, when he was in control. Owing to the adverse effects of the First 
World War, this extension was little used and, in July, 1922, it was put out of action by the 
collapse of the trestle-bridge during a heavy flood on the Molonglo River. 
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Though the Sulman Advisory Committee recommended reconstruction of the line and the 
bridge, after the flood, this was never done. On the northern side, sections of the rails  
remained in position for years, being gradually removed as other development extended. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
 

 
No idea where this came from, but thanks anyway. 
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
President: Peter McEvoy 

Vice President: Chris Neil 

Secretary:  Anthony Hunt 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

 

Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,  

Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster 

 

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart, Tom 
Drury, Phil Felstead 

 
April 2019 

2 April (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

3 April (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic – Ballasting track   
Continuing work on Club layouts. Baldwin 
Park available for running.   

9 April (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts 

16 April (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

17 April (Weds)   Club meeting - Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

23 April (Tues) Club meeting - Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

30 April (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 
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May 2019 

1 May (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic TBA   Continuing work on 
Club layouts. Baldwin Park available for 
running.   

7 May (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts 

14 May (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

15 May (Weds)   Club meeting - Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

21 May (Tues) Club meeting - Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

28 May (Tues) Baldwin Park available for running.  
Continuing work on Club layouts. 

 

 


