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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7.30 pm on Wednesday
7th November 2018.
The subject of the meeting will be a presentation by Les Fortesque (The Dremel Man) on the
latest that Dremel has to offer.

TREASURER’S QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT
Just in case someone is interested in the current finances of the club, I will provide a
quarterly report in The Bulletin.
Financial Position for the 1st Quarter (period 1 July – 30 Sep 2018)
Start of period
(Total assets)
$40,041.55
Everyday account
$30,041.55
Insurance account

$10,000.00

Income in the last 3 months
Expenditure in last 3 months

$5,940
$4,977

Breakdown of income:
Membership fees
IMB Grant for trailer

$2,440
$3,500

Breakdown of expenditure:
Club refreshments
Clubroom rental
Canberra Access
Audit
Photocopying for AGM
IT costs
Tools for clubroom

$87
$1,100
$43
$550
$40
$163
$47
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Mentoring group
New Expo layout
Expo costs to date

$162
$2,383
$412

Transfer of money into term deposits

$20,000.00

End of period (Total Assets)
Everyday account
Insurance account
Term Deposit Accounts

$41, 006.31
$19,006.41 (* $12,000 moved to term deposit)
$2,000.00 (* $8,000 moved to term deposit)
$20,000.00

Phil Young
Treasurer
======================================================================

IT’S A SMALL WORLD

It’s funny the people you meet when promenading along the waterfront at Puerto
Banus, Spain.
PeterL & Juan bumped into each other while in Europe earlier this year. The bow of Juan’s
yacht can be seen jutting into the picture from the left.
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INFORMATIVE PRESENTATIONS
At the September 2018 meeting of the Steel City Division (Birmingham) of the NMRA,
several presentations were made by our corresponding members Craig Gardner and John
Stewart. The other presenter of note was Bob Beatty, a Master Model Railroader and owner
of the Port Townsend and Southern layout that has previously featured in The Bulletin (May
2016).
The presentations are very well done and certainly worth a look:-

“So You Want To Have a Steel Mill on Your Layout"
Presented by John Stewart
"Implementing Operations With JMRI Operations Module"
Presented by John Stewart & Craig Gardner
"Adding a Railroad Bridge and Creek Scene to Your Layout"
Presented by Craig Gardner
"Modeling Water"
Presented by Bob Beatty, NMRA Master Model Railroader
Another Look at Trees"
Presented by Bob Beatty, NMRA Master Model Railroader
The presentations can be found on https://www.scd-nmra.org/clinics
=====================================================================

We don’t stop playing with trains because we grow old
We grow old because we stop playing with trains

THE MENTOR PROGRAM REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2018 – From RonG
The program resumed on 25th October for Term 4, 2018. We had a room full of students,
mentors, our Youth Worker, a trainee Youth Worker & a pre-service teacher.
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Work has continued with the soldering of wires to the point motor control panel for the Fiddle
Yard, and the installation of one more L.H. point. Testing of the control panel is being
undertaken to ensure that everything is working well.
On the front of the layout, the scenic sections are progressing. The interior of the tunnels have
been painted black to cover the blobs of liquid nails that unexpectedly showed up on a
previous photograph. Final painting of some of the mountain scenery is progressing.

Some detailing of the scenery is being undertaken.
One of the students was seen today in the process
of adding talus rock slopes that look very realistic.
Some logs have obviously been washed down the
stream during the snow-melt period & have lodges
along the stream bed & sides.
The “water effects” liquid product has been poured
onto some baking paper and is being allowed to
dry, become clear, and should be ready to trim and
attach to some of the steep rock slopes to make
waterfalls. They will require painting before these
features are finished.
Ground cover will be added along some of the
foreground features over coming weeks before any
of our trees are added (3 different colours & sizes,
already “planted” on foam blocks & sprayed with a
hair spray with “strong holding” attributes to prevent
the flock “leaves” from coming off.
The water in the stream (resin material from Woodland Scenics) should be coloured & poured
in the next few weeks and will need to be fully set before the track & bridge gang move in to
restore the tracks & 2 bridges which were lifted to allow the stream section to be completed.
Visitors to the Mentor room on Thursday afternoons express sufficient “wow’s” to make us
think that we must be doing something right. The students involved in the program certainly
believe that they are!
======================================================================

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SMITH’S CROSSING
Once upon a time there was a model railway layout called Smith’s Crossing. It was a UDrive layout for children – it had 4 independent tracks with a controller for each.
The layout was constructed mainly by the Tuesday Morning Mob It featured two tracks on
the lower level and two tracks on the upper level, one of which crossed itself in a figure 8.
That plus the leading role played by TerryS in it’s construction resulted in the name –
Smith’’Crosssing.
Construction was completed in 2013 and had its first public outing at our Expo that year.
Needless to say, it was very popular with children and Mums and Dads. Except when junior
wanted to stay and play trains when all Mum and Dad wanted to do was go home.
As well as a primary promotional tool for our annual expo, the layout also featured in our
community outreach program, starring in visits to community events, retirement homes,
school fetes, charity events, etc.
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Smith’s
Crossing
in full
operation
at the
National
Archives of
Australia 78 March
This was a
very
interesting
and unique
experience
for all
concerned.
We exhibited the layout to complement an exhibition at the Archive called “I’ve Been
Working on the Railway”.

Claudia the
Engine
Driver
The
prize of
the
evening
goes to
the
pretty
little 3
year old
Claudia
who
came in
a
Thomas
the Tank
Engine
dress,
Thomas
the Tank
Engine
shoes
and a Thomas the Tank engine handbag. She took over running (guess what??) on the
layout for over an hour, despite the best efforts of Mum to take her home to bed. She
also ran the other trains as well. She apparently has her own Thomas the Tank Engine
layout at home.
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Smith’s
Crossing
entertaining
residents at
a retirement
home

Here a few photos that show that apart from children, the layout also attracted a variety of
personalities and other weird beasts – the all the latter seemed to be friends of Ron.

Ed Halmagyi
having a go
at driving a
train at
Bunnings
Belconnen.

Ed is best
known for
his
cooking segment on Better Homes And Gardens, and writes a monthly column in the
magazine of the same name. He is a published author, having published three
cookbooks with Random House Australia.
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Ron persuaded Laurie Daley to drive a train and scored a signed football as well. Laurie
Daley AM is an Australian professional rugby league football coach and a former player. He
represented Australia on 26
occasions and has since been
named as one of the nation's
finest of the 20th century.

The Chief Minister of the
ACT, Mr Andrew Barr. Maybe
this is where he got his idea
for a light rail system😊
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Darth Vader trying hard to control an HO
scale train – far more difficult than
driving a starship.

Ron instructing Darth Vader and his Generals in the art of engine driving
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Small boy battling a Dalek for possession of the controller – Dr. Who, where are
you??

John in
action at
the Multicultural
Festival
or “Can I
have a go
please.
Mister/”
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And now for some of Ron’s Special Friends:-

Ron and the brown and red bear

Ron (love the ears, mate) and the Easter Bunny having a go at controlling a train
cheered on by a very excited Bunnings staff member. Photo by GraemeW
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Bob the Builder at Bunnings

Ron and Andrew with the Raiders mascot at the Queanbeyan Show
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At Queanbeyan, we
were graced by a
visit from Pepper
Pig!
The photo by Kim Navin

Bob the Bunnings Man – on stilts
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Well, we have had
them all driving
trains on Smiths
Crossing – chefs,
politicians,
footballers, 000’s
of kids, cartoon
characters, etc. –
but a poodle??!!
At Hall Markets

================================================================
AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE

Phil and Hardy at work on stock taking duties.
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A crowded clubroom filled by The Tuesday Morning Mob
================================================================
THE NEW EXHIBITION LAYOUT
The new exhibition layout is well underway. A track plan has been agreed upon and the
fiddle yard is now complete with work starting on the track work on the sides leading to the
front of the layout.
For the first time we are using Fleishmann track and it is easy to lay/difficult to get used to
etc The track comes complete with ballast and will save time and clearance issues, such as
we have experienced in the past.

The track plan which incorporates a large fiddle yard, a large station, a village scene
and lake. It is designed to have continuous running and for something for the public
to look at and enjoy.
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The completed fiddle yard. The
gap at the join of two
baseboards (see the yellow
pencil) will be filled by
removable Fleishmann
adjustable telescopic pieces.
Hopefully this will provide faster,
more accurate and easier
alignment of tracks when the
layout is set up at outside
venues

Members of
the
tracklaying
team
discussing
a problem at
the
transition
from the
fiddle yard
to the main
lines.
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The President receiving a
report from some of the
team installing the
mechanism that will move
various vehicles and
bicycles. The items will
move around the roads,
bicycle paths and lake to
add more attractions to the
layout and provide further
interest for the public.

================================================================
CANBERRA TO SYDNEY VERY FAST TRAIN
Part of the Snowy Hydro Legacy Fund is set to be spent on funding a new corridor for a
"very fast train" between Canberra and Sydney.
•

The NSW Government says the $4.2 billion fund will be used for rail and road connectivity,
freight, aviation and digital connectivity.

•

The fund was set up after the Federal Government purchased the state's share of the Snowy
Hydro Scheme.
On 24 October The NSW Government revealed the plan on 24 October. It is part of the $4.2
billion fund which will be used for "transformational projects" in regional New South Wales to
enable "faster and easier travel" between regional and metropolitan areas a key priority.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW John Barilaro said the Government would
pump money into improving rail safety and speed by upgrading existing regional rail lines
and identifying a new corridor for a "very fast train" between Canberra and Sydney.
The train ride between the two capitals currently takes four and a half hours.
"Part of the big problem is the alignment of the rail lines, the tracks themselves need
realignment, straightening and new technology," he said. Watch this space – it will be
interesting to see what actually happens!

Well, we are buying Spanish trams and warships, why not Very Fast Trains as well??
(Ave very fast train at Willstown Station - courtesy of Juan)
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SEVENTY DOLLARS IS SEVENTY DOLLARS
Hamish and his wife Barbara go to the county fair every year, And every year Hamish would
say, "Barbara, I'd like to ride in that helicopter"
Barbara always replied, "I know Hamish, but that helicopter ride is seventy dollars, and
seventy dollars is seventy dollars!"
One year later Hamish and Barbara went to the fair, and Hamish said, "Barbara, I'm 75
years old. If I don't ride that helicopter, I might never get another chance"
To this, Barbara replied, "Hamish, that helicopter ride is seventy dollars, and seventy dollars
is seventy dollars"
The pilot overheard the couple and said, "Folks I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you
for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire ride and don't say a word I won't charge you a
penny! But if you say one word it's seventy dollars. "
Hamish and Barbara agreed and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of fancy manoeuvres,
but not a word was heard. He did his daredevil tricks over and over again,
But still not a word...
When they landed, the pilot turned to Hamish and said, "By golly, I did everything I could to
get you to yell out, but you didn't. I'm impressed!"
Hamish replied, "Well, to tell you the truth I almost said something when Barbara fell out,
But you know, seventy dollars is seventy dollars!"

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS
President: Peter McEvoy
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Anthony Hunt
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,
Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster
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Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart

NOVEMBER 2018
2 Nov (Fri)
3 Nov (Sat)
4 Nov (Sun)

6 Nov (Tues)
7 Nov (Weds)
13 Nov (Tues)
20 Nov (Tues)
21 Nov (Tues)
28 Nov (Tues)

Take Petersville to Wagga – set up layout
09.00 to 17.00 - 19th Annual Model Railway and
Hobby Exhibition - Wagga Wagga.
09.00 to 16.00 - 19th Annual Model Railway and
Hobby Exhibition - Wagga Wagga Return to
Canberra.
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting. Topic – The Dremel Man
Continuing work on Club layouts.
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting – Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running.

DECEMBER 2018
4 Dec (Tues)
5 Dec (Weds)
6 Dec (Thurs)
8 Dec (Sat)
11 Dec (Tues)
16 Dec (Sun)
18 Dec (Tues)
19 Dec (Weds)
25 Dec (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting. Topic – TBA
Work on Club layouts.
Charlestown at Bunnings Majura – Details TBA
Club dinner – Details TBA
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Charlestown at The Grove. Details TBA
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting – Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Baldwin Park.
Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.
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FUTURE EVENTS
2019
5 Feb

Charlestown at Hall Markets

Feb

Kick-Off Party TBC
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