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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As the year draws to an end it’s time to reflect on 2018. The Canberra Model Railway Club
has had another exceptional year. Our membership has increased to around 55 which
makes our us one of the largest model train club’s in the area.
Activities within the club have been busy again this year with exhibitions in Albury, Malkara,
Wagga Wagga, Bunning’s and various retirement villages, fetes, etc.
New projects have been started and current ones completed. The mentoring group is
working hard to complete the Iron Rock layout in time for Expo 2019.
Planning is well under way for Expo 2019 and it looks like being even bigger and better than
this year.
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The club is looking forward to 2019 with new projects being completed and trips to places of
interest for our members.
I look forward to your continued support and take this opportunity to wish all our members
and friends a very merry Christmas and good health and happiness
for the New Year
Peter McEvoy
President Canberra Model Railway Club Inc
======================================================================

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7.30 pm on Wednesday
5th December 2018.
The President and Committee will lead an open discussion on where we have come from
this year, future events, how the club is run, what improvements or changes members would
like to see – and why. It is an opportunity for members to bring out into the open any issues
that concern them and , probably more importantly, will also be a forum for new ideas.

Come along and have your say.
================================================================
CMRCI DINNER – 8 DECEMBER 2018
Just a reminder that the CMRCI end-of-year dinner is on shortly. The details are:

Where:

Catchpole Room
Southern Cross Club
Cnr Catchpole & Bowman Street
Jamison ACT

When:

6.30pm for 7.00pm, Saturday 8th December

What:

Menu Buffet Entree, Hot Carvery Beef, Chicken, & Dessert

Dress:

Smart casual

======================================================================

CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR CLOSURE
Please note that the last meeting for 2018 will be on Tuesday 18th December.
The first meeting for 2019 will be on Tuesday 15th January.
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THE 19TH WAGGA WAGGA MODEL RAILWAY AND HOBBY EXHIBITION
Most of the crew were able to get to Wagga on Friday 2nd November by mid-afternoon, after
an easy run from Canberra, including a coffee/lunch break at Macca’s at South Gundaghai
on the way.
The set-up was trouble free and fast - the usual gremlins made only a token appearance.
Due probably to intense competition from other events being staged around town, Saturday
was relatively quiet and by 4.00pm there were few patrons around. Sunday was much
busier.
As usual, the exhibition was efficiently managed by the friendly Wagga Wagga Model
Railway Club and it was a fun weekend for exhibitors and traders.
There were about a dozen layouts exhibited ranging from small to large: -

A small Western Front WW I circa 1917 layout

Another small layout – A Japanese scene, complete with operating tram around the
city centre.
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Bobcat County. This slightly larger layout features excellent rock formations – limited
running, but magnificent scenery.
The best of them, including the veteran Stockinbingal, were approached regarding
participation in our Expo, so hopefully we will be seeing them in March.
None of the major manufacturers were there, but there were enough traders on site to make
it interesting and provide most of us with most of our needs.

One of the larger layouts
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LorettaH with Hybrid well under control.

Petersville in action – Peter and Andrew running long trains.
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And then our media star got into the act and had a chat with the young lady reporter about
the Club, the layout and his model railway experiences which were duly reported in the
Wagga Wagga Daily Advertiser.

.
The Daily Advertiser, Wagga Wagga Monday 5 November 2018
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George and Mal at smoko

================================================================
THE OLDEST MOST EXPERIENCED MODEL RAILWAYMAN IN THE WORLD??
As you may know, Tom celebrated his 96th birthday during November. I reckon that must
make him the oldest active model railwayman in the world – a claim that would be very hard
to beat.

Tom with an
earlier
version of his
layout
“Skipton”.
The layout
has been
expanded
since this
photo was
taken.

Congratulations Tom – best wishes from all your mates.
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MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS
As part of my previous employment in WHS and in response to a request from a
representative from UC Kaleen High, I was tasked with compiling a set of MSDs’
(now Safety Data Sheets - SDS) for the chemicals we had on hand. The change to
SDS has been progressive from 1996 is to reflect a global standard and is now
effective from 1 January 2016.
Several potentially harmful substances have been discovered – some in plain sight
and others in, even for me, in extremely creative hiding places. If you bring your own
stuff in, make sure there is an SDS for it. If not let me know and I will do the deed.
I have produced three (3) copies in lever arch folders (indexed) by groupings)–
distribution as follows – 1 in main meeting room in paint cupboard, 2 in mentor room
near scenery boxes, 3 at my place in case one of the other two go AWOL.
Of course, we are all going to behave ourselves and not cause grief or more
paperwork. The general instructions on the substance containers have a generic
label “call poisons information centre” and then refer to SDS. Should we have to go
that far, then the following quick reference guide will give you some clues as to
where to find the hard copies in the folders.

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
GROUPING
ADHESIVES
CLEANER

FILLERS
FLYSPRAY
LUBRICANTS
PAINTS

SCENIC

SEALANTS
SOLDER

INCLUDES
Araldite, craft glue, aquadhere, kwik grip
liquid nails, Tarzans’ grip, spray adhesives
Acetone, spay and wipe, detergents,
methylated spirits, Isopropyl, Point and
contact cleaner
Silastic, plastic wood, Spakfilla
Flyspray
WD40
Primers – metal and non-metal, Paints - oil,
water and solvent based-based, solvent
based, acrylic, kill rust, spray-paints
Most are scenic woodlands, allegedly nontoxic and require entering of each item into
a database to obtain SDS. A separate
section (Annexe A) will be included in the
SDS folder
Expanding foam, silicon
Silver solder, flux

SECTION/S
5 - 18
19 - 30

31 - 33
34
35
36 - 44

Annexure
A

47 -48
49 - 50

Andrew Simpson
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THE DREMEL MAN
At the first meeting in November Les Fortescue, The Dremel Man, came to the club to bring
us up to date on the latest Dremel equipment. His demonstration was followed by an
interesting question and answer session. After his presentation members were able to
inspect the range of tools and to ask further questions.

Les (far right) answering questions after his presentation
======================================================================

Please note – There will not be a January edition of The Bulletin. The next
issue will be after the Christmas-New Year break – i.e. February 2019.

AMRM DECEMBER 2018 – pages 28-29
Once again, our champion wordsmith RonG has made it into the pages of the AMRM. This
time with a two page article entitled “”Experiences Using Digital Technology on a Model
Railway”. It is one of the lead articles in December’s AMRM and tells the story of the CMRCI
mentoring group introducing students to digital control of model railways. It can be found on
pages 28-29 and is well worth a read.
Well done, Ron.
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JOKE TIME!
I’ve run out of railway jokes, so there are a few Christmas ones scattered about this Bulletin.

2018's First Christmas Joke
Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates.
'In honour of this holy season' Saint Peter said, 'You must each possess something
that symbolizes Christmas to get into heaven.'
The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. 'It
represents a candle', he said.
'You may pass through the pearly gates' Saint Peter said.
The second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of keys. He shook them
and said, 'They're bells.'
Saint Peter said 'You may pass through the pearly gates'.
The third man started searching desperately through his pockets and finally pulled out
a pair of women's panties.
St. Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked, 'And just what do those
symbolize?'

The man replied, 'These are Carols.'

And So The Christmas Season Begins......

STROKE:
Remember The 1st Three Letters.... S.T.R.
This article was sent to us by Neil Smith and was published in The Bulletin a few years ago.
It is still very relevant. It is a sombre subject, but one that is well worth reading and
remembering, particularly given the age group of most of us and our friends.…..
”My nurse friend sent this and encouraged me to post it and spread the word. I agree. If
everyone can remember something this simple, we could save some folks.
Stroke identification
During a BBQ, a friend stumbled and took a little fall - she assured everyone that she was
fine (they offered to call paramedics) .....She said she had just tripped over a brick because
of her new shoes.
They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate of food. While she appeared a bit shaken
up, Ingrid went about enjoying herself the rest of the evening
Ingrid's husband called later telling everyone that his wife had been taken to the hospital - (at
6:00 pm Ingrid passed away.) She had suffered a stroke at the BBQ. Had they known how to
identify the signs of a stroke, perhaps Ingrid would be with us today. Some don't die.... they
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end up in a helpless, hopeless condition instead.
It only takes a minute to read this...
A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim within 3 hours he can totally reverse
the effects of a stroke...totally. He said the trick was getting a stroke recognized, diagnosed,
and then getting the patient medically cared for within 3 hours, which is tough.
Recognising a Stroke
Thank God for the sense to remember the ‘3’ steps, STR . Read and Learn!
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of
awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people
nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke.
Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions:
S *Ask the individual to SMILE.
T *Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) (i.e. It is
sunny out today)
R *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call 000 immediately and describe the
symptoms to the dispatcher.
New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue. Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the
person to 'stick' out their tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to one side or the other,
that is also an indication of a stroke.
A cardiologist says if everyone who gets this e-mail sends it to 10 people; you can bet that at
least one life will be saved.”
======================================================================

AirRail MELBOURNE
The AirRail Melbourne consortium has announced that it will contribute $5 billion to deliver
the $15 billion Melbourne Airport Rail link, using superannuation funds to finally shift the vital
project off the shelf.
The Consortium of IFM Investors, Melbourne Airport, Metro Trains Australia and Southern
Cross Station will be ready to break ground two years earlier than currently planned and will
provide a 20-minute trip between the airport and city. It will also benefit regional Victorians.
Danny Broad, Chief Executive Officer of the Australasian Railway Association said “Rail in
Australia is booming, with unprecedented investment nationally. The AirRail
Melbourne super train will secure Melbourne’s future liveability: 27 kilometres of new track
and twin rail tunnels will form AirRail Melbourne. The service will operate 24 hours per day
and reduce regional travel time into the city by 10 minutes.”
The project will support 12,000 jobs each year during construction and stimulate 13,000 jobs
in Melbourne’s west and Victoria’s regional areas.
(from a press release by the Australasian Railway Association – 18 Sep.2018)
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================================================================
This is that exciting time of the year - when I find out what I'm getting my wife for Christmas.
- Just Bill @WilliamAder
======================================================================

TODAYS TIPS
You know all those small glass jars around the shed that are so useful for storing things,
mixing paint, etc??
If you need a weight to hold something in place while the glue dries, try a couple of glass jars
filled with water. For their size they are surprisingly heavy. Of course, you can adjust the
weight as required by altering the amount of water in the jar. When you have finished the
water can go on the garden and the jar is ready for further tasks.
There is a use for those used pot scrubbers after all. If you cover the old base with felt or a
similar material, they become very functional track cleaners. Most track cleaning fluids are
too thin to place in the tank of the scrubber – they leak out quickly. However, the felt will
absorb and hold most cleaners which will assist in the cleaning process.

Recycled
pot
scrubber
turned
track
cleaning
tool in
action.
Thanks to
Juan for
the idea.

If anyone has a tip or idea that could be useful to other members, please send it to the Editor

================================================================
ROMA TERMINII RAILWAY STATION AND TRAIN TRAVEL IN ITALY
Dennis W recently toured Italy and tackled the Italian railway system. This is his story.
“Mamma Mia! Fifteen platforms and thousands of Italians. Pure chaos. An official I
asked had no idea where my very fast train to Milan would be. He told me to watch the
electronic board. My train was due to leave at 10:00am. A three-hour trip at 300 kph to
arrive at Milan by 1:00pm. Bus tour was due to leave at 2:00pm. No problemo.
The electronic board advised that my train would be running 30 minutes
late. Manageable. At 10:30 board advised that it would be 67 minutes late. Controlled
panic.
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Then I saw a Milan bound red Frecciarossa high-speed train which was originally due to
leave at 9:30 was about to depart. Uncontrolled panic. Dashed up the platform. Showed
my ticket to the Station Master who told me to get on and find a seat.
The train trip was awesome. Arrived in Milan with 20 minutes to spare. Station was a
duplicate of Rome. Mamma Mia.

Italian train station – The red Frecciarossa high-speed train (on the right) reach
speeds of 250 miles per hour (400 km/h)
Later in the trip we arrived at Palma de Mallorca from where we had a one-hour bus trip
to the village of Soller for a vintage train ride. Enjoyed a coffee in the village watching
the tram amble though the village.
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Historic tram ambling through the village of Soller…….

complete with trailer trundling along behind.
Boarded an old-fashioned electric train, built in 1912, that has preserved its traditional
character over time. Awesome country side and some interesting railway structure.

1912 historic train – front end
The Ferrocarril de Sóller, acronym FS, is an interurban railway and the name for the
company which operates this electrified 3 ft narrow gauge train running between the towns
of Sóller and Palma on the Spanish island of Mallorca.

=============================================================
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=============================================================
HUMOUROUS SCENERY – From AndrewS
Andrew says “I have read nearly everything about scenery and then defied all convention.
These are some of my animal set ups.

There are camels in there – they are just
camelflaged.

I picked up a herd of cows from the Snowy and a
blue one from Blue Cow – a Freezeian
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A baa que

======================================================================
VEGAS CHURCHES
This may come as a surprise to those of you not living in Las Vegas, but there are more
catholic churches than casinos.
Not surprisingly, some worshipers at Sunday services will give casino chips rather than cash
when the basket is passed. Since they get chips from many different casinos, the churches
have devised a method to collect the offerings.
The churches send all their collected chips to a nearby Franciscan monastery for sorting and
then the chips are taken to the casinos of origin and cashed in.
This is done by the chip monks.
You didn't even see it coming did you?
==================================================================

STEAM AUSTRALIA
A message from Juan –
“I thought to mention that the Book STEAM AUSTRALIA by Tim Fischer (recently
published) is now available at the ACT Libraries. know KIPPAX Library has it as I got
my copy there. The book is very good reading and more so for those members
interested in steam trains and the impact of the steam era in Australia. Albury, amongst
many other towns, played a major part in the history of Railways in Australia.”
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS
President: Peter McEvoy
Vice President: Chris Neil
Secretary: Anthony Hunt
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Morton,
Terry Smith, George Watts, John Webster
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart

DECEMBER 2018
4 Dec (Tues)
5 Dec (Weds)

6 Dec (Thurs)
8 Dec (Sat)
11 Dec (Tues)
16 Dec (Sun)

Baldwin Park reconstruction. Continuing
work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting. Topic – Open Forum on
Club activities
Work on Club layouts.
Charlestown at Bunnings Majura – Details
TBA
Club dinner at The Southern Cross Club,
Jamieson.
Baldwin Park reconstruction. Continuing
work on Club layouts.
Charlestown at The Grove. Details TBA
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18 Dec (Tues)

Baldwin Park available for running.
Continuing work on Club layouts.
Closed.

25 Dec (Tues)

JANUARY 2019
15 Jan (Tues)

Baldwin Park available for running.
Continuing work on Club layouts.
Club Meeting. Topic – tba Continuing
work on Club layouts.
Baldwin Park available for running.
Continuing work on Club layouts.
Baldwin Park available for running.
Continuing work on Club layouts.

16 Jan (Weds)
22 Jan (Tues)
29 Jan (Tues)
FUTURE DATES – 2019
3 Feb
3 March
29 March
30-31 March

Hall Markets
Hall Markets
Set up CMRCI Annual Expo
CMRCI annual Expo
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