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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7.30 pm on Wednesday
5th September.
Your views and input are sought on the track plan/theme of the new club exhibition layout.
As a starting point, a suggested track plan will be put up and members are invited to
comment or amend it – or introduce a new idea completely. Up to you.
The session will use the AnyRail program to illustrate and display member’s ideas on the
spot. If you have not seen this program in operation, the next meeting will be a good time to
have a look at it. It will be projected onto a large screen so that all can see it.
Finally, some members have requested that one of the continuous running tracks on Baldwin
Park be converted from DCC to DCC/DC operation.
Again, at this meeting, members
views on whether this is feasible and if so, how can it be done.
======================================================================

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 2018 Annual General Meeting of the CMRCI was held at the clubroom on Wednesday
23rd August 2018. 23 members attended with a further 14 apologies due to absence from
Canberra, illness, etc.
The President addressed the meeting in the following terms.
“The Canberra Model Railway Club has again completed another successful year, with our
membership maintaining levels of between 50 and 60 members. Counted among those are
our first two female members. We still lack a balance of young members in the club;
hopefully we can attract and recruit some more over the coming year.
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Financially, the club continues to operate with a very healthy bank balance. This is a credit
to our Treasurer who has, over the past two years, prided himself in delivering accurate and
up to date reports to the Committee. This in turn has given the Committee confidence in
expenditure decisions that we have made during the year. Phil has also taken on the Asset
Manager’s job and he has been able to sort out things in this area. This certainty has
enabled us to go out and purchase new equipment and tools for use at the club.
During the year we were made aware and invited to apply for an IMB community foundation
grant. The club was successful in securing a grant of $3500, which will fund the purchase a
new trailer for transporting the new U Drive and promotional work for the EXPO.
The club has been on the road during the year to model train shows at Wagga Wagga,
Albury, Malkara, Queanbeyan Show, Epic Day Out, Retirement Villages, Hall Markets,
Bunning’s and school fetes. The requests keep coming in. We are by far the most active
model train club in the Canberra area. Thank you to all those members that help out at these
events.
One of the highlights of the year was the decision to replace our U Drive layout Smith’s
Crossing. The project was started last year and completed in time for the unveiling at this
year’s 2018 Expo. At the Expo Mrs Janet Schuster unveiled the layout and named it
“Charles Town” in memory of her late husband and Life Member Charles Schuster.
A big thank you to all the members who contributed to the construction and completion of
this very important project and I am sure you will all agree it is an excellent layout and will
service our club well as a promotional tool and also give great enjoyment to all the kids.
Smith’s Crossing has now been sold.
The mentoring group lead by Ron Geeves continues to make good progress with the
students well on their way to completing their new layout “Iron Rock Pass”. Thanks to those
members who volunteer and give up their time on Thursday afternoons. This year Bob,
Volker and Andrew have joined the team, adding to the range of skills that we can pass on to
the students.
The Expo continues to be developed with new setups and arrangements being introduced
and trialled. A new payment structure was implemented this year and with a bit more work
in this area next year we should have a policy and system that is a good fit for our exhibition.
The Expo management committee that was set up 2 years ago has been a great success
and a credit to members of that committee. Thanks to all the members that help out and
contribute to the running of the EXPO, which we all know contributes to the viability and
financial position that we enjoy at this club.
As announced last year we will be retiring our Exhibition layout “Petersville”. Work has
already started on the new layout. Once we get a better idea of what it is going to look like a
naming competition will be held in the coming months. Petersville will be dismantled with a
lot of the buildings being used on the new layout and items that are not required sold off to
members.
The club is always looking for new ideas, places that we can visit as a club and things that
you, as members, would like to see at the club or new activities that we can undertake or put
to our members, so please put forward your thoughts. Talk to a Committee member or email
our Secretary with your ideas.
Our Bulletin editor Peter Amey has again excelled in getting news and information out to all
our members each month and is always on the lookout news and information. Thanks Peter
for a job well done.
A big thank you to our Secretary of many years for his excellent work and efforts in keeping
us all up to date and informed of club activities. He has not only been responsible for
correspondence, meeting agendas and minutes, but for making sure our insurance, rent,
and legal obligations are paid for and all up to date. John is standing down from his role as
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Secretary this year and I am sure we all express our appreciation for his work and the role
he has played making our club the success it is today.
Finally, I would like to thank the out-going Committee for your work and support during the
year. Without your commitment the club would not exist, and on behalf on myself and all the
club members thank you.”
The Treasurers report followed and showed that the club is in a sound financial position with
adequate funding for future activities. The auditor has signed off on the 2017-18 accounts.
Discussion then ensued on the amendments to the Club’s constitution as proposed in the
papers attached to the AGM notification. After some explanations, a motion to approve and
accept the proposed revisions was passed.
The Returning Officer declared all Committee positions vacant and called for nominations
for the various positions. The results are as follows:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members

Peter McEvoy
Chris Neil
Anthony Hunt
Phil Young
Volker Aueckens
Dan Henskens
Andrew Lund
Bob Moreton
Terry Smith
George Watts
John Webster

Congratulations to all the new and re-elected Office Bearers.
Some of the elected officials automatically (by law) have other duties including the following
appointments approved by the meeting:
Expo Manager-coordinator
Public Officer
Property Officer
Web site Coordinator
Auditor
Newsletter Editor

Peter McEvoy
Anthony Hunt
Phil Young
Chris Neil
Mike Mooney
Peter Amey.

Motions relating to disposal of property in the event of the dissolution or winding up of
CMRCI and signatories for the Clubs bank accounts were passed.
Formal minutes will be prepared by the Secretary.
======================================================================
THE NEW COMMITTEE
The following members have been elected to the Committee as previously reported. These
are the people who have the responsibility to manage the Club on behalf of all members.
If you have a complaint, an idea or suggestion on how to do things or if there are
things that you would like to see the Club do or take action, talk to the nearest
Committee member.
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All ideas and comments are welcome.

THE PRESIDENT – PETER McEVOY

THE VICE-PRESIDENT – CHRIS NEIL

THE SECRETARY – ANTHONY HUNT

THE TREASURER – PHIL YOUNG
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS
VOLKER AUECKENS

DANNY HENSKENS

ANDREW LUND

BOB MORETON

TERRY SMITH

GEORGE WATTS
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JOHN WEBSTER

======================================================================

IMB COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT
CMRCI has been awarded a grant from the IMB Community Foundation. The $3500 award
will be used to purchase a new trailer. The trailer will be used for general duties and also as
a mobile advertising sign to promote our annual exhibition. The Committee is currently
receiving quotations for the construction of the trailer.
The President represented the Club at the awards ceremony held in the National Art Gallery.

THE 19TH ANNUAL WAGGA WAGGA MODEL RAILWAY AND HOBBY
EXHIBITION
CMRCI will be exhibiting Petersville on one of its last appearances at this exhibition. The
dates are:
•
•
•

Friday 2 November – Travel to Wagga and set up
Saturday 3 November – model railway exhibition
Sunday 4 November – model railway exhibition, take down and return to Canberra.

For members who have not been to the Wagga show before, it is a relaxed and social
weekend – a good introduction to exhibiting our layout.

AN ARTIC RAILWAY by PeterA
A few months ago, I had the opportunity of riding the Ofoten Line from Narvik, Norway to
Rikgransen, just over the Swedish border – a 47 km trip, mainly for tourists, hikers and
skiers in the season. As you can see from the map Narvik is well inside the Arctic Circle –
fortunately we were there in mid-summer.
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The NSB or Norwegian State Railways is a limited company owned by the government. It
has modern equipment operating Inter-City, Regional and Commuter services. Track and
signals are owned and maintained by government owned companies. All freight is operated
by private Norwegian and Swedish private companies.

The main use of the line is for cargo. As
Narvik is an ice-free port (thanks to the
influence of the Gulf Stream) it makes sense
to send Swedish iron ore from Kiruna,
Svappavaara and Malmberget by rail to
Narvik. Presently there are 12-13 iron ore
trains daily (9,500 short tonnes each) in both
directions. The Arctic Rail Express
operates two container trains daily from Oslo
to Narvik.
There are also three passenger services
daily to various places in Sweden and
Norway including Stockholm and Oslo. It is a
standard gauge line.

The North Rail express also operates on the same line. It receives fish from regional fishing
ports and takes them from Narvik to Oslo for further distribution to Europe and the Americas.
The service is operated by DB Schenker. There are five return trips a week, taking a
competitive 28 hours to cover the 1,960 km route via Sweden - Quite a feat in Arctic
conditions. Return journeys are used to haul container traffic including vehicles.
Narvik was the scene of heavy fighting early in WW II as both sides wanted to control the
port and the iron ore traffic. The Royal Navy won a major sea victory at Narvik in 1940.
The scenery in the area of Rikgransen is bleak and has little to recommend it during the
summer months. The local hotel closes for the summer season and there is little action
apart from a few tourists and hikers.

A cold, lonely Japanese tourist surveying the Arctic mid-summer countryside.
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It is however a well-known ski resort. The snow brings it own hazards, such as avalanches.
The long snow shed below the steep slope illustrates the dangers very well.

Snow shed typical of the area – note the slope above it.

An internal view of a new section of snow shed – it doubles as the local railway
station in this remote part of the world. If you look closely you can see the headlight
of a loco about to enter the station area.
Our Locomotive was a Rc6 class multipurpose loco, one of a hundred built in 1986. It is
used in Sweden and Norway and is owned by the Swedish State Railways. The locos have
a BoBo wheel arrangement and weigh in at 78 tonnes.
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A Rc6 locomotive pulling
a passenger train bound
for Sweden. These
electric locos have a
power output of 3600 kW
or about 4900 HP.

Another Rc6 loco and passenger consist coming from Sweden heading for Narvik.
Note the heavy-duty catenary – ice on the cables is a real problem in winter. Dratted
railfans get in the way all the time 😊!
The standard gauge tracks are well laid and maintained. It was a very comfortable, smooth
ride, as the carriages were warm inside as well.

Black people lived right by the railroad tracks, and the train would shake their houses at
night. I would hear it as a boy, and I thought: I'm gonna make a song that sounds like that.
Little Richard
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THE INLAND RAIL CONFERENCE – 18-19 JULY 2018 at PARKES NSW
The Inland Rail Conference 2018 was jointly presented by the Australian Logistics Council
(ALC) and the Australasian Railway Association (ARA) in Parkes NSW on 18-19 July 2018.
It identified the challenges and opportunities presented by this nation-building project.
The following is an extract from the press statement released at the end of the conference.
“The conference helped to clarify priorities for businesses, governments and local
communities, and clearly set out what needs to be done next to ensure the significant public
investment being made to construct the Inland Rail delivers real benefits for supply chain
efficiency, safety, export competitiveness, employment and regional development.
There were a number of key action priorities emerging from the conference. A few of these
are:
• Ensuring that the Melbourne-Brisbane transit time of under 24 hours is
adhered to – an absence of reliability and certainty will undermine market confidence;
• Securing the cooperation and active involvement of the Victorian, NSW and
Queensland state governments to construct the project;
• Dealing with the ‘last mile’ issues by getting the planning and construction of links
to the Port of Brisbane and the Port of Melbourne, as well as ensuring efficient rail
linkages to key ports in NSW;
• Using the multi-jurisdictional nature of the project to drive harmonisation of
planning, environmental, freight data and industry training standards.
• Proactively engaging with local communities through local councils, schools and
other relevant bodies to ensure they appreciate and can take advantage of the
opportunities Inland Rail presents;
• Demonstrating the absolute necessity of the Inland Rail project by highlighting
negative consequences for Australia’s supply chain efficiency, traffic congestion,
passenger rail services and road safety without vastly improved freight rail
infrastructure.
Inland Rail will also form a central part of the National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy
that is currently being developed by the Federal Government. Accordingly, it will be essential
to focus on the development of infrastructure that supports Inland Rail’s seamless integration
into the rest of our freight network, including linkages to ports and the development of
intermodal terminals.”

==============================================================
IN SHORT HOPS…..
A man was going by train from LA. to Chicago. He kept getting off at every station to buy a
ticket till the next station.
When the train reached Chicago, the man’s co-passengers asked him why he kept on
buying tickets instead of buying a ticket for the entire trip.
The man replied that his doctor had advised him against taking long journeys.

================================================================
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IN THE BEGINNING
The baseboard and stand for the new exhibition layout have been completed, thanks to
TerryS. Some work has been done on the track plan and as you can see from the second
photo some preliminary track laying has started. The base board measures 5.4 m x 1.8m.

A view of the new layout as it is today. Again, thanks to TerryS for the time, effort and
skill he put into manufacturing the base.

The view from the other side. The layout of the rear or hidden fiddle yard is evident.
The six baseboards have been designed to fit into the existing trailer, however this
imposes a height restriction – the divider screen on this side of the baseboard
indicates how high we can go.
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At the next meeting members will be asked to contribute ideas on the layout, theme and
operation of the proposed layout.
(In case you were wondering, the cream coloured box sitting at the far end of the layout is
the Club’s new portable programming track. It is a compact, self-contained unit, including
the computer and a screen for use at exhibitions and events away from the Club.)
=====================================================================
DID YOU KNOW?
That the CMRCI children’s U-Drive known as Smith’s Crossing as been sold. It has gone to
a good family home.

Taken at
Bunnings
Belconnen in
2013. Smith’s
Crossing was
used not only to
entertain
children, but as
a promotional
tool for our
annual Expo.
Of course this
photo was taken
before the store
opened – hence
the relaxed
attitude of the
Crew (!!)

A future edition of The Bulletin will feature a story on the life and times of Smith’s Crossing –
where it went, with whom and the strange, the weird and the important figures it met along
the way.
======================================================================

WHAT IS ARDUINO AND WHY SHOULD I WANT ONE ?
The following article is from the summer 2018 edition of “The Southerner”, the official
publication of the South East Region of the NMRA. Published by kind permission of the
author, Philip W. Cole. Mr Cole is a close associate of John Stewart, one of our
corresponding members in Alabama.
Among the interesting clinics at the Blue Ridge Rails Convention were Clinics about or
referencing the Arduino device. What is this “thing” and why is it of interest to model
railroaders?
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Suffice it to say that although the Arduino is not a real “computer” it will perform functions
based on programming which can control or interact with a lot of different devices that could
be of interest to model railroaders.
One of my mottos has been to “try to learn something new every day”. I hope that this will
help keep the cobwebs out of my brain, as well as provide fun, especially in retirement.
So, I have been curious about Arduino’s for a while, and last spring I decided to take the
plunge and see what it was all about.
I bought an “Arduino Starter Kit” online from China
for about $35. It came with an Arduino (knockoff,
likely) and a bunch of interesting items. These kits
abound on the internet and I suspect one is as good
as another.
I bought mine on AliExpress.com which is like eBay
direct from China. Shipping was free although
delivery took a couple of weeks. It was neatly
packaged with no instructions whatsoever.
Kits are available with instruction books or DVD’s
but seem to generally cost more, even as much as
$275, but go cheap.

I suggest that you don’t really need instructions if you are handy with the internet. I have a
philosophy that if you want to learn how to use a computer related device, figure out one
task you want to do and focus on that. As you learn for that task other things will gradually
fall into place. Don’t try to learn it all at once.
I had the idea that I wanted to learn how to use an Arduino to control a servo motor, and that
I wanted the servo motor to control HO scale turnouts on my layout. So, my key internet
search terms would be “Arduino”, “servo” and “turnout”.
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Here is what I learned in a nutshell. There is TONS of stuff on the internet about Arduinos
including using servo motors to control turnouts. This included actual projects on YouTube.
In a day or so I learned that “home base” was going to be the website for the Arduino
Community: www.arduino.cc
I created an account there and downloaded the Arduino software and web editor. This is the
tool that lets you communicate with the Arduino. The Arduino Community website includes
most everything you need to learn about using this device. I did find some great guide or
“how to” books online, for free. Again, when looking at these I focused on “projects” that
related to servo control.

The image above is the actual code or programming editor for Arduino. You use this to view
code that you find online, or for writing your own. I suggest you find something close and
modify it to suit you. You may use a “serial monitor” to see what Arduino is doing as the
program runs with a few extra commands.
You communicate with the Arduino through your computer and a mini USB cable which is in
the starter kit. You can set up your “project” with jumpers and a breadboard, all in the kit.
The Arduino has a number of “pins” which provide output to and input from your project.
Input might be from a push button, output might be information to light an LED, or power a
servo.
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In the image above you can see all the “toys” that came with the Arduino. Among these is
an SG90 Servo motor (dashed line). This servo includes the motor, gear train, and encoder
to receive the instructions from the Arduino program. It is quite small and surprisingly
powerful. Do a search for “SG90 servo”. I bought a dozen of these for about $18 on
AliExpress.
On YouTube I found a great suggested method of mounting the servo motor under the
layout to power a PECO turnout. The servo is mounted in a piece of aluminium channel and
connects to the turnout with a piece of music wire and lever. I am still working on it, but I
have installed 4 on the layout although the control panels are not done. I expect to power
the turnouts for about $5 per location, which is pretty cheap. I suggest you take the plunge,
order a starter kit and have fun learning about Arduino’s and all that they can do for you.
Philip W Cole.

======================================================================

HISTORY CORNER
On Friday 25 January 1907, a very heavy storm hit Melbourne. The inner-city area received
one inch of rain in 45 minutes. Needless to say, flooding was widespread. It was reported
that many railway cuttings in the city area were temporarily converted into canals.
The Argus Newspaper reported that “At the platforms at South Yarra station the water was
two feet deep on the permanent way, and towards Hawksburn at the sudden depression
under Chapel street bridge, it was at one time deep enough to cover a tall man's head.
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(Photo courtesy of the Victorian Public Records Office)

It was into this swirling mass of water the 1:50p.m. train from Oakleigh plunged on its
way to Melbourne. The impact caused a mighty fountain of water to rise to a height
of about 20 feet above the level of Chapel- street and send clouds of spray in all directions.
Under the belief that a terrible explosion had occurred residents braved the
rain and rushed to the spot, only to find that the train had been brought to a standstill in the middle of what seemed to be a river. The water was so high that it had
entered the fire-box from below, extinguishing the fires and cutting off the steam
supply.
In the meantime, the officials at the South Yarra station had been preparing for emergencies.
Inspectors were on duty at intervals along the line, and the moment the alarm was given an
extra engine was backed carefully down and continued on to connect with the stranded train
without losing its own power.
There was a delay of about ten minutes in the service for an hour or two, but by 5 o'clock all
the trains were running on time again, and the water had run off all but the spot beneath the
Chapel-street bridge. Here the water remained about four feet deep until nightfall,
and throughout the afternoon several hundreds of people including biograph operators and
photographers, were gathered around watching each train pass through.
Even with the water two feet lower, this was a work attended with considerable difficulty.
Each train had to absolutely force its way through the weight of water, almost enveloped by
the spray thrown up, and it was only just able to negotiate the "ford" by using every ounce of
steam.”
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CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS
President: Peter McEvoy
Secretary: Anthony Hunt
Treasurer: Phil Young
Committee Members:
Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Bob Moreton,
Chris Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts,
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart

September 2018
4 Sep. (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts

5 Sep (Weds)

Club Meeting. Topic – The new club exhibition
layout, AnyRail and changes to Baldwin Park.

11 Sep (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts

18 Sep (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.

19 Sep (Weds)

Club Meeting - Baldwin Park available for running.
Continuing work on Club layouts

25 Sep (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts
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October 2018
2 October (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts

3 October (Weds)

Club Meeting. Topic – TBA

9 October (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts

16 October (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.

17 October (Tues)

Club Meeting – Baldwin Park available for
running. Continuing work on Club layouts.

23 October (Tues)

Daylighters’ meeting. Baldwin Park available for
running.

FUTURE EVENTS
6-8 October

AMRA (NSW) Exhibition Liverpool

2-4 November

Wagga Wagga MR Exhibition
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