The CMRCT Bulletin

The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter

June 2018

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7.30 pm on Wednesday
4" June 2018. The topic of the meeting will be the new Club exhibition layout. If you have
any ideas on what it should be or how it should operate, NOW is the time to make your
views known.

ATHE BEST LAYOUTO - ALBURY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW

A team of CMRCI members took the 330 Km journey to Albury (and back again!) for the

Murray Railway Modeller& Show over the weekend of the 19/20" May. Petersville was

given a thorough going-over during the week before the show and the benefits of that were

evident at the show. After a few teething problems, the layout operated very well indeed.

Due to the constant traffic, frequent cleaning of the tracks was necessary

. For most of the time, particularly on Sunday there were 5-6 trains moving at once which

caught the attention of patrons and was a factor

™M AY ThefiBest Layouto Certific

RAILWAY MODELLERS

The action on Petersville was
undoubtably the key to our success.

2018 SHOW - BEST LAYOUT That is what attracted the Mum& and
Dad® attention.
“PETERSVILLE”

May 19th and 20th 2018
MIRAMBEENA COMMUNITY CENTRE
19 MARTHA MEWS, LAVINGTON, ALBURY, NSW
www.murrayrailwaymodellers.com
email: mrmshow@gmail.com




The President of CMRCIbei ng presented with the fABest
President of the Murray Railway Modellers.

From a modellers point of view Ettamogah (Mark Ill) was a better layout. It was the most
interesting and by far the largest. It is an HO scale representation of the small Ettamogah
Rail Hub located about 10 Km North of Albury on the Hume Highway. The action was
prototypical and well reflected the traffic at Ettamogah. It would be a great exhibit to have at
our 2018 Expo.

The operation of the show was very good and as exhibitors we had very few, if any,
complaints. Lunch, dinner and drinks on the Saturday and a constant supply of tea, coffee
and biscuits were provided for exhibitors and traders. The Murray Modellers Club is to be
congratulated on its excellent management of the Show.

Unfortunately, the number of patrons was less than last year, probably due to some major
events/conventions in town that weekend.

Albury is not a large show i 9 layouts plus an excellent LEGO display and 10 traders.
Austrains are the major sponsor of the event. The venue was a local community centre,
well located and with all the facilities required.

It was interesting to note that two manufacturers (Austrains and SDS) are now running small
layouts alongside their stands to demonstrate their products.

The standard of layouts was uniformly high. A number of them i Ettamogah (as already
mentioned), Culcairn and Unten Im Tal - could easily find a place at our Expo.

Layou
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A small section of Ettamogah. The Hume Highway is on the Ieft operations on the
right.

{
| -

[ ":
.‘
! .

Phil showing us how to

take advantage of a quiet
few minutes to relax from
his duties as Yard Master.

(Published with Phil& kind
permission.)

There is a video of the show on Youtube. Look for Murray Modellers Model Railway
Show 2018.

| 6ve been meaning to make a | i s gettmgsidead

tracked.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CMRCI

As you will be aware there has been a concern about the wording in some parts of the Club
Constitution for some time. Chris and Phil Y were deputised to review the document and
make suggestions to bring it more into alignment with our legal status, current objectives and
operations. At the second Club meeting in May the proposed amendments were discussed
by attending members. After a vigorous discussion, several further amendments were
suggested. In the main, the ideas put forward by the review team were accepted in
principle. Given his expertise and experience, Bob has also been asked to join the team.

The proposed amendments will be provided to Members as part of the AGM advice
documents and the matter will be discussed and voted on at the next AGM (August??)

The IMB Foundation has invited CMRCI to submit an application for a grant to enable the
purchase and modification of a new trailer. The invitation caught us by surprise and we had
less than 24 hours to write and submit the documentation. Well done Chris and the writing
team.

If the grantis approvedi t wi | | be s p esimdle adetrailar witheawame sukabld 6
for the Charlestown layout. It will also be used to mount advertising signs for the annual
Expo in a similar manner to the existing trailer.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TERRY S

It seems that TerryS had a significant birthday in mid May. His daughter, Bronwyn,
surprised him by bringing a large birthday cake to the Daylighters meeting. Terry obligingly
cut the cake and very nice it was too. Thanks Bronwyn.

Terry and friends i the cake v,v‘as‘demolished\ i'ﬁﬂlsh(.)'rt order! - Oh, an Happy
Birthday, Terry. (Photo by Bronwyn)



UPDATE ON THE MENTOR PROGRAM AT UCHS KALEEN - RonG (Photos by the

author)

Making the fAismarto decision before exhibiting at
worth the ulcers, loss of sleep & frustrations trying to have Iron Rock Pass scenery completed
to a level we would be happy with, and so we opted to exhibit Queanbeyan instead.

Queanbeyan had been exhibited by the students & their mentor team at both the 2016 and
2017 Queanbeyan Shows, and both times by invitat
fiddle-yard and two end joiner plates finished & wiredupfor t hi s year ds EXPO.

Todd (Year 7) at work on the mountains of Iron Rock Pass at the school Open Night,
15" May, 2018

We have been using several of our Year 9 students to tutor the newer students in the mysteries

of DCC operation on the front section of the layout whilst the fiddle-yard and end plates were

being finished. This has been a success, and our mentors havehad | i t t foen ol h aampdue  f o
this aspect. Using students to tutor other students can be a very powerful learning strategy!

Whilst some of the students have been involved in track-laying, carpentry & wiring, a small

number have been i mioonRackaPass. Obrunbuntdins mrg i@allyostarting

to look like the photos of the Rocky Mountains.

The stream is being narrowed and made into the
streams, and a waterfall is being constructed at its head. The stream bed will be sealed to
stop any liquids seeping out onto the floor, and we envisage real rocks being added to make
the rapids and Al ogso added to form part of the



Awater o will be adde dadded to praduce &rdalisticdookihg mourgam! i g ht s
stream.

A profile board will be added to the front of th

A progress shot to show how the mountains are developing.

Before we can start to run trains (the track & signals were added before the 2017 EXPO), we
will need to check clearances with the new rock scenery, to ensure that the longer locos and
wagons used on Colorado trains will run without interference.

We greatly appreciate Vol kerodos skill-samp, baaddcs
his patience & inspiration for the students in the team. Like much that we do in model railways,
we can all learn from the skills of others.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch (well, back at the Queanbeyan layout anyway), Andrew S. and
Secretary John have been supervising older students who are showing our new Year 7
students how to operate trains using the DCC throttles. We have prepared skills check-sheets
to ensure that all participating students are developing all required skills.

President Peter & Andrew L. have been helping some of our more experienced students
complete track laying & wiring on the end joining sections and the fiddle-yard. Our fiddle-yard
will be used for both Queanbeyan and Iron Rock Pass layouts (and probably for future
layouts).

THE CANBERRA LIGHT RAIL
In the latest edition of the ACT Governments Newsletter i O u r Canberrao the foll
was noted:

AfHere are some interestinig facts about | ight rai
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They take longer to come to a stop than cars or trucks and cannot swerve.

They are wider than the tracks, so stay well clear as they approach.

The tracks are smooth. In wet weather the rail surface may be slippery.

The overhead wire is LIVE and carries 750v ol t s of power . Keep away

= =4 =4 =4

It rather sounds as if it is too dangerous to go near!

The warnings are not without foundation however. When the light rail (manufactured by

Goninans)was i ntroduced into Hong Kong in the 19906s
the almost silent operation of the vehicles and there were numerous deaths and serious

injuries of persons trying to cross or walk along the tracks. A major education/publicity

program was necessary to reduce the death toll.

BABY TRAINS

A manwho had spenthiswhol e | ife in the desert visited a f
the tracks they run on. While standing in the middle of the railway tracks, he heard a whistle,

but didndét know what it was. Predictabl with heds |

some minor internal injuries, a few broken bones, and some bruises.

Af ter weeks in the hospital recovering, heds at
the kitchen, he suddenly hears the tea kettle whistling. He grabs a baseball bat from the nearby
closet and proceeds to batter and bash the tea kettle into an unrecognizable lump of metal.

Hi s friend, hearing the ruckus, rushes into the
desert man, AWhydédd you ruin awy gepldi ¢ea REan) ePo
these things when theydre small . o

HISTORY CORNER
Seen in the transport museum in Matjiesfontein South Africa. Would you fancy pedalling this
machine along, say on a railway embankment, with Boer Sharpshooters pinging away??




. 1 An
L example

of an
armoured
train circa
189006s.
Note the
slouch
hats!
(Photo
courtesy of
Moles

Genealogy
Blog)

Winston Churchill was famously captured when a British armoured train was wrecked by
Boer Forces on 15 November 1889. The photo below is from the spot where the action
occurred.
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REPORT INTO THE NATIONAL FREIGHT AND SUPPLY CHAIN PRIORITIES
On 18 May 2018, the Hon Michael McCormack MP, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Infrastructure and Transport, released the report of the Inquiry into National Freight and
Supply Chain Priorities. The Inquiry focused on the development of a National Freight and
Supply Chain Strategy through the COAG Transport and Infrastructure Council.

The Expert Panel recommended 54 priorities for action across five critical action areas and
concluded that strong support exists within industry for an overarching national strategy. The
Inquiry examined import-export supply chains, inter/intra state supply chains, urban supply
chains and supply chain integration, which included resource and agricultural freight and
regional and remote freight.

TheAustral asian Rail way Association (ARA) comment
reflect manyoft he ARAGs policy priorities, particularly
heavy vehicle pricing, short haul rail, consistency between state and federal plans, and

i mproved | and use planning. o

SMD 1205 LED&

You will recall the short article on

the SMD 1206 LEDO6s in t
February newsletter. CraigG has

noted that

fl started using SMD's last year and
would agree they are great for these
types of applications.

| used the 0603 and 0402 sizes,
which are even smaller, to make
several street lights and for building
interiors. A friend has even used the
0402 for ditch lights on diesel
locomotives.

This is a picture the first street light |
made with round and square brass
tubing and two 0603 SMD's.

The other picture (see below) is one
taken by John S of my pipe mill area
that ended up on the cover of the
latest SER Newsletter (ie the South
East Region of the NMRA -Ed). All
of the lights are either 0603 or 0402
SMD' s. 0




Here is a link to the newsletter.
http://www.ser-nmra.org/sites/ser-nmra.org/files/pubs/2018 SouthErneR V59 10 Winter.pdf.pdf

A night scene at the pipe mil | on Craigbs Birmingham Southern |

THE ASOUTHERN WSTSORERANSW BURCHER LINE - RonG (Photos
by the author)

|t i sn6t very often (well , (padia)acensisbaf & famousnrait hi s ¢ a
visits branch Iines that seldom see more than a
trip to south-western NSW. It took branch line 48 class locos and part of the Southern Aurora

carriage set. | was fortunate to be in the right place at the right time, with camera, to record

the event.

I n country towns, before the advent of HAsmart ph
an effective Agrapevineodo, and | heard of the tr:
Wyalong Central station and with access to our family car to see the arrival & departure, and

to record some of the travel along the Burcher line.

Now the Burcher line covers part of the distance between Wyalong Central and Condobolin
and Forbes, but stops well short of the Lachlan River. It serves wheat & sheep country, and
it was opened for traffic in December of 1929. The original terminus was called Euglo, but this
was changed to Burcher in 1936. After an uncertain future due to declining traffic and revenue,
the line was officially closed on 30" June, 2005.
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